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INTRODUCTION. 


To THE GENTf.E IIeADER, 

Should you perchance have perused a certain his¬ 
tory, called The Adventures of Hajji Baba 
OF Ispahan, and had the patience to reach the 
last l>a^c, 3’ou will there have seen a sort of declar¬ 
ation, that if the translator were to meet with en- 
couragi'ment, he would inform you how h.is hero (if 
such he may he ealled) accompanied a great ambas¬ 
sador from Persia to England, and of their subsequent 
adventures. 

In all humility I beg to inlbrm you that I am that 
translator; but in making the said declaration, I found 
that I had placed myself in a dilemma; for what is 
encouragement S' let me ask. Is it the applause of 
friends ? No; they are partial. The notice of the 
daily press ? Puffing is no encouragement. The cri¬ 
ticism of reviewers? They lose sight of the work, 
and write their own essays. Not even the several 
editions through which a bool^ may pass can be ap¬ 
pealed to as a decided test; for now-a-daj'S, in Eng- 
land, reading societies are as numerous as reading men 
in other countries, and they alone exhaust a first 
edition, whether the book is read or not; whilst the 
second generally remains to lumber the booksellers' 
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shelves; therefore, unless the copies sold be counted, 
not by hundreds, hut by thousands, an author can 
scarcely be said to have acquired decided success. 

Such being the case, to use Hajji’s language, I 
folded the arms of idleness over the breast of resigna¬ 
tion ; and since my book had scarcely exhausted a 
second edition, I was determined to bid adieu to am¬ 
bition, and to seat myself amongst the obscure class 
of second or third-rate scribblers. In the mean while, 
certain duties having obliged me to cross the Atlantic 
to visit certain countries in America, I had almost 
forgotten the projected continuation of my transla¬ 
tion ; and, absorbed in the aft’airs of the New World, 
I became neglectful of mj' plans in the Old. 

On my return to England, 1 was one morning roused 
by the reception of a letter from ]\'rsia. It came from 
one high in office, and with whom I had lived in habits 
of intimacy during my residence in that country, and 
its perusal threw me at once into the very heart of 
my Asiatic recollections. As I considered and recon¬ 
sidered its contents, I could nor forbear exclaiming, 
“ Encouragement 1 do I seek for encouragement to 
proceed with Ilajji Baba ? Here it is in abundance — 
this letter alone is sufficient!” 

I will now venture to lay the said letter before you ; 
and, suppressing tlie first paragraph, which is evidently 
written by an English hand, I will then state why I 
look upon it as “ encouragement.” 

It is as follows: — 


“ Tehran) 21 st Mai/t 182(). 


“ My dear Friend, 

“ I am offended with you, and not without reason. 
What for you write Hajyi Baba, sir.’ King very 
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angry, sir. I swear him you never write lies; but he 
say, yes—write. All people very angry with you, 
sir. That very bad book, sir. All lies, sir. Who tell 
you all these lies, sir? What for you not speak to 
me ? Very bad business, sir. Persian people very 
bad people, perhaps, but very good to you, sir. What 
for you abuse them so bad ? I very angry. Sheikh 
Abdul Kussool * write, oh ! very long letter to the 
king ’bout that book, sir. He say you tell king’s wife 
one bad woman, and king kill her. I very angry, sir. 
15ut you are my friend, and I tell king, sheikh write all 
lie. You call me Mirza Firouz, 1 know very well, and 
say I talk great deal nonsense. When I talk non¬ 
sense ? Oh, you think yourself very clever man ; but 
this Hnjji Baba very foolish business. I think you 
sorry for it some time. I do not know, but I think 
very foolish. 

“ English gentlemen say, Hajji Baba very clever 
book, but I think not clever at all — very foolish book. 
You must not be angry with me, sir. I your old 
friend, sir. God know, I your very good friend to 
you, sir. But now you must write other book, and 
praise Persian peoples very much. 1 swear very 
much to the king you never write Hajji Baba. 

“ I hope you will forgive me, sir. I not understand 
flatter peoples, you know very well. I plain man, sir 
— speak always plain, sir; but I always very good 
friend to you. But why you write ’bout me ? God 
know I your old friend. 

*• P. S. I got very good house now, and very good 


• The governor of BusUre, !n the Persian Golf; by which it 
appears tnat the book reached Persia through India. 
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garden, sir; much better as you saw here, sir. En¬ 
glish gentlemans tell me Mexico all silver and gold. 
You very rich man now, 1 hope. I like English 
flowers ill niy garden — great many; and king take 
all my china and glass. As you write so many things 
'bout Mirza Firouz, I tliink you send me some seeds 
and roots not bad; and because I defend you to the 
king, and swear so much, little china and glass for me 
very good.” 

And now, very probably, you will ask, “ How can you 
gather encouragement from such a letter as this?” foi 
it sounds very much like the story of the horse-dealer, 
who, in showing oft' his horse, received a kick in his 
ribs, and, although smarting under the jiain, made up 
the best lace he could, and exclaimed, “ Pretty play¬ 
ful creature, it is nothing but jilay ! ” ^ 

J proceed to assert, that I look upon it as an en¬ 
couragement to have produced any sort of sensation 
among a lively people like the Persians, by which they 
may be led to reflect upon themselves as a nation. 
Touch but their vanity, and you attack their most 
vulnerable part. Let them see that they can be 
laughed at, you will make them angry, lleflection 
will succeed anger; and with reflection, who knows 
what changes may not be eft'ected ? 

But having produced this effect, let me ask what 
further good may not be expected by placing them in 
strong contrast with the nations of Christianity, and 
more particularly with our own blessed country ? And 
it is this which has been attempted in the following 
pages. In talent and natural capacity, the Persians 
are equal to any nation in the world. In good feeling 
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and honesty, and in the higher qualities of man, they 
would be equally so, were their education and their 
government favourable to their growth. What is 
wanted, then, but some strong incentive to reflection ? 
And if an insignificant work as the one in question 
can have produced the feelings with w'liich the lore- 
going letter has been written, w'hat might not the 
labours of some of the high and mighty in genius and 
ability produce, if applied to the same purpose ? A 
change in the edifice may be made, that is certain; 
the only question is, on what side of it shall we begin 
to knock down ? 

Adopting his style of language, I answered my 
friend’s letter * ; and forthwith determined to proceed 


* The following letter can be looked u])on as of no conse- 
(juence, excepting, perhaps, to illustrate the sort of answer which 
isjikely to have weight willi a Persian : — 


l.ondon, lOlh Sept, 


“ My dear Friend, 

“ 1 have received your letter, and T pray that your shadow may 
never be less. 

“ As for Hajji Ikiba, what for you not read that book before 
you write me such letter, sir? Sheikli Abdul llussoul great fool; 
he eats dirt, and knows no better ; but you, Mashailah ! you very 
clover man, sir, now, vi/ier, how you not read before you write ? 
You say llajji Baba all lies. To be sure all lies. Thousand and 
One Nights all lies. All J'ersian story-books lies; but nobody 
angry alxtut them, 'nieii why for you angry with me ? You say 
Persian people very good to mo. Perimps, not kill me, not make 
me Mussulman; that very good; tliank you, sir, for that; but 
that *s all. You say you my very good friend, sir. Yes, sir, 
you my very good friend. You He and sw'ear for me to shah, 
that very good; but one thing little bad. You say because 
Mexico rich, I very rich. That not very clever, sir. If I say, 
because shah very rich, you very rich, that stupid. I same as 
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in unravelling the manuscript of which Haj^ji Baba had 
made me master. I found that to translate it word 
for word would be almost impossible, for it was so full 
of inaccuracies, so diiHcult of comprehension in its 
chronology, what took place in one year was so identi¬ 
fied with what had happened in another, that my only 
chance to be intelligible would be to found it upon a 
new model. The European names also were perfect 
hieroglyphics. Who could discover W’illoughby, in 
Yellobclli; Crawley, in Cara Ogli; W'ellesley, in 
Wizhj; Salisbury, in Asalbcri; Straccy, in Istirgi; 
Foreign Office, in Full in hnfiz y 

I determined, therefore, to attempt the compilation 
of a work which should give as many of the first im¬ 
pressions which England made upon I’ersians as I 
could gather from the Ilajjian manuscript. Leaving 
out long and tedious descriptions of things too W’ell 
known to be amusing, and discarding numerous allu¬ 
sions to living persons, which, although in themselves, 


was; blit you great vizier now, and got very good house, and 
very good garden. I .send you, Inshaltali! some scuds and roots 
by ship to India or Constantinople, and if you go on swearing so 
much to shall, perhaps send some china and glass. 

“ I hope you forgive me, sir; I not understand flatter peoples; 
you know very well I plain man, sir — speak alway plain, sir; 
but I always good friend to you. But why you write such bad 
letter to me ? God knows I your old friend. 

“ P.S. I got very good wife now', and very good child, sir. 
You grand vizier now, and got all silver and gold, and shawls, and 
turquoise. I like silver and gold and nice things. As you write 
such bad letter, and so much abuse, and tell me 1 say lies, I think 
you send me some silver and gold; and because I got good wife 
and child now, little shawls and turquoise for me very good.” 
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as far as I could discover, are inoffensive, yet still 
might cease to be so when they appeared in print, I 
have endeavoured to preserve the spirit of the original, 
although I have mainly deviated from its text. 

And here, for my own part, 1 beg leave to disclaim 
personality of any kind. Tlie letter above cited of 
my Persian friend sliows how easily an individual will 
take a cliaraeter to himself, which, although it may fit 
in some parts, yet does not on the whole; and is no 
more jwesented as a finished portrait, than taking a 
nose from one person, a mouth from another, and the 
eyes from a third, to make up a whole face, can be 
called the likeness of either of those who have only 
contributed a feature. 

And should you, my reader, ))orchancc alight upon 
some trait which you may recollect, do not iinme- 
diittely exclaim, ‘‘ ’I'liis is Mr. Such-a-one," or, “ That 
must he my I.ad)' 'J'his; ’’ believe me, you will form 
imperfect conclusion.s. The one idea of illustrating 
Persian manners by contrast with those of England 
has been my hehlch, the direction of my Mecca. It is 
unnecessary to say that the work might have been 
extended through many volumes, so rich and various 
is the subject; but I felt that hints would be better 
than more elaborate description ; and as 

“ "nie slightest sketch, if justly traced, 

Is by ill colouring the more defaced; 

so I thought if I dwelt too much upon subjects which 
were obvious in themselves, my book would be thrown 
aside, and I should be preparing for myself that great* 
cst of aH calamities, viz. being voted a bore. 
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That you may not tliink me so, ami tliat the pro¬ 
tecting shadow of your countenance may not be with¬ 
drawn from me, is tlie earnest prayer of your humble 
servant. 

The Author. 


London , I 9 lh April , 1828. 


To this edition of Hajji Jlaba in England, wliich I have 
revised for “ The Standard Novels,” I liave added an 
Appendix containing illustrations of Persian manners, 
which may not be uninteresting to the reader. This 
Appendix is exfactetl from my second “ Narrative of 
Travels in the East.”* 

The Author. 

London , AjrrU , 1885. 

* Puhli&hcd by Messrs. Longman and C!o., and appended lo 
tins work by their permission. 
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APPENDIX. 


hxtrneta from Mr. James Morleffs Second Journey 
through Persia^ Armenia^ and Asia MinoVy to Constant 
Unoplc, betu'cen the Years ISIO and 18l6\ 

\o. I. 


f See page-JO]. Note A. j 

As the Persian Ambassiulor attracted much interest in England, 
it may he gratifying to his friends, and not unaceopta[)h‘to othe»'s, 
to receive some account of his residence in this country. 

“ llis first surprise on reaching ICngland, was at the caravan¬ 
serais, for so, though no coiitiasf can he greater, he called onr 
hotels. We were lodged in a gay apartment at Plymouth, richly 
omamonled with looking-glasses, whith aie socsteem(.'d in Persia, 
tliat they are held to be fitting for toyal apartments only : and our 
dinners weie servi'd up willi such (juantities of plate, and of glass 
ware, as brought forth repealed expressions of surprise every time 
lie was told that they were the eommon ajipendagi's of onr cara¬ 
vanserais. Tlie good folks of the inn, who like most people in 
England, look upon it as a matter of course that nolliing can lie 
too hot for Asiatics, so loaded the Ainhass:ulor’s bed witli warm 
covering, tJiat he had !>carc<*ly' been in bed an hour, i>erore he was 
obliged to get out of it; for having during all bis life slejil on 
nothing but a mattrass on the b.irt ground, be found the beat in- 
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s^ipportablc,* and in tins state he walked about the greatest part of 
the night> with all the i)eoplc of the inn following him in pro¬ 
cession, and unable to divine what could be his wishes. 

“ ()irtfv)f the public coaches was hired to convey his servants to 
London; and when four of them had got inside, having seated 
thenisclves cross-legged, tliey would not allow that there could be 
room for more, although the coach W'as calculated to take six. 
Tliey aniicfl themselves from head to foot with pistols, swords, and 
<acli a musket in his hand, as if they were about to make a 
journey in their own country ; and thus encumbered, notwith¬ 
standing every assurance that nothing could happen to them, they 
got into the coach. Ilis Excellency himself greatly enjoyed the 
novelty of a carriage, and was delighted at the speed with which 
v\e travelled, particularly at night, when he perceived no dimi¬ 
nution of it, although he was surprised that all this was done 
without a guide. We were met at two posts from London by two 
gentlemen of the Foreign Office, w ho greeted him on his arrival; 
hut he grew very anxious as we proceeded, and seemed to be look¬ 
ing out for an Jstakballf or a deputation headed by some man of 
flistinctton, which, after the manner of his own country, he ex¬ 
pected w'tiuld be sent to meet him. In vain we assured him that 
no disrespect was intended, and that our modes of doing honour 
to Ambassadors were (htlbrent fiom those of Peisia* our excuse® 
seemed only to giieve him the inoie ; and although to a foreigner 
the interest of the road greatly increased as we apj)roached tlie 
city, yet he requested to have both the glasses of the carriage 
draw'll up, fur he said that he did not understand the nature of 
such an entry, which ajipeared to him more like smuggling a bale 
of goods into a town, than the reception of a public envoy. As 
for three of his servants who followed us in a chaise behind, tliey 
hud neaily sulFocated themselves; for, by way of experiment, they 
bid put up all the glasses, and then when they wished it could not 
put them down, so that tliey were quite exhausted for w'ant of 
flesh air. 

“ He who had witnessed the manner in wliich our ambassadors 
had been received in Persia, particularly the Me cn masse of the 
inliabitants w'ho wore sent out to meet him at every place whore 
he stopt, was surprised to sec the little notice that he himself in the 
same situation in England had attracted, and the total inde¬ 
pendence of all ranks of people. 

Although he found a line house, and a splendid establish¬ 
ment, ready to receive him in London, and although a hue 
collation was laid out upon the morning of his arrival, nothing 
could revive his spirits; so much had he been disappointed at the 
mode of his reception. 

Ilis first object was to deliver his credentials to the King as 



APPENDIX, 


295 

soon as possible, because in Persia it is esteemed a if that 

ceremony be debi^‘d. In this also be vias disappointed, for on 
the lirst Wednesday, the usual levee day, His IVlajosty liappeiicd 
to be unwell, and, consequently, there was a delay of more than 
ten days !)efore be could he i)resented. lie bitterly lamented Ids 
fate, and daily aflinned, tliut for tliis be siioubl lust* iii^ liead on his 
return to Persia. When the day came, lie was naturally anxious 
about the leception which he svas to find ■ he had formed Ids 
ideas of our court from wliat lie recollected of his own, where the 
Kinf^’s jierson is held so sacred, tliat few have the privilege of ap- 
ptoacliing it. He had a private uiidienee at the (Queen’s House, 
and from tlie manner in wbicli he expressetl Iirinself after it was 
over, it apjiearcd that the respect which be bad bilherto felt to¬ 
wards <»ur monarch xvas dirninislied. 'I'bere ate many ceremonies 
exacted ujion appro;u*hing the Shall of i'ersia. lie is first seen 
i'lt a great distance, he is apiiroaebed witli great caution, and with 
many profound inclinations of the Ixxly. In his immediate 
vicinity, the slioes are tiken olf, and none enters the room in whieii 
lie liimself is seated, witliout a special coiniiiand from )din. Here 
the Persian entered at once into the same room where Ills ^lajcsty 
was standing. He made no inclination of llie Ixxl), lie did not 
even take bis shoes olf; and, wlnt is more, he put bis credentials 
into His Majesty’s own bands. He said, that be bad expecUxl to 
have seen our King seated on a throne at a distance, and that he 
could not have approaihod witliin many paces of liim : lus surprise 
tlien may be conceived, when, on entering a small room, be W’as 
taken to a person whom be look to be a atjtfjce or porter, and w'as 
informed, that this was the King of Knglund. He said, that if 
any blame was impiiled to liirn for not having deliveieil his cre¬ 
dentials immediately on arrival, that all would he pardoned him, 
w'hen he should assure the Sliali, tliat he was not desireit to take oH* 
bis shoes as he approached our Moriaicli. These circumstances 
will i>crhaps show, of what importance it is, upon the introilnction 
of an Orientid Minister t</ tlic King, that care should be taken to 
show him tlie court in its greatest splendour, 

“ He arrived in London in the month of November, and the 
glodni of the weather bad a visililc elVect upon his health and 
'.pirils. For tw'o months he never sawr the sun, and it was fully 
believed by his suite that they had gut into regions beyond its in¬ 
fluence ; when one day several of tliein rushed into him with great 
joy to announce that- they liad just seen it, ainl that if he made 
Iiaste he miglit perhaps sec it also. 

“ It was surprising to observe with what case he acquired our 
habits of life, how soon he used himself to our furniture, our 
modes of eating, our hours, our forms and ceremonies, and even 
our language, though, perhaps, with respect to the latter acquire. 

V 4f 
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ment, it nii^ht ratlicr bo observed, that lie soon learnt sufficient 
just to inisliiidcrstand every thin^r that was said He who had sal 
upon his heels on the ground all his life, here was quite at his 
ease on chairs and sofas; he who before never ate but with his 
fingers, now used knives and forks without inconvenience. 

“ Of some things, it would be impossible from mere description 
to give any just idea. Such was an opera or a play to a J’ersiaii. 
Tile first night ho went to the ojiera, esidently the impression of 
surpiise which he received on entering his box was very strong, 
altbougli his pride made him conceal it. ITis servants had been 
sent to tlie gallery, and upon going np to liear what was their 
conversation, they w'cre found wr.mgling amongst themselves^ 
whether or no the figures tint they saw upon the stage were real 
men and wtAinen, or automatons. 1 le was taken to see King I.ear, 
and the story, which is likely to affect one whose natur.d respect 
for majesty is so profound, brought tears from him in great plenty, 
although he did not iiiidei stand the language In which it was acted. 
No people would ha\e a greater taste for sceuie representations 
than the IVrsians, if we may juilgc* from the cfiectswhich they pro¬ 
duced on these individuals. 

“ Wlion it is known that a Persian mejlh or assembly is com¬ 
posed of people seated in a formal row on the ground, with their 
lucks against the wall, some idea may he had of the Persian Am- 
hasstulor’s surprise upon entering an English rout. The perfect 
ease of his manners and unembarrassed conduct on such occasions, 
will be as sui prising to us, as the great crowd of men and women 
hotly pressed together for no one apparent purpose, was to liiin. 
He gave an entertaimneiit of a similar descrijitioii at his own house, 
to Uk* astonishment of In's domestics, whose greatest surprise was 
how little noise was made by such a crowd, for, said they, ‘ What 
a different scene would such u nuinhiT of people have made of it in 
Persi<i! ’ 

“ On his being taken to hear a debate at the JTouse of Com¬ 
mons, he immediately sided with a >oung orator, who gained him 
over by his earnest nianner and the vehemence of his action ; and 
at the House of Lords, the great object of in's remark was the 
l^d Chancellor, whose cnonnous wig, wJiicIi he compared ;o a 
sheep-skin, awoke all his curiosity. There was considerable 
pleasure in observing fiis emotion when he was taken to St. J’aufs 
Cathedral, on the anniversary of the charity children, where he ac¬ 
quired more real esteem for tlu* institutions and the national 
character of li^ngland than he did from any other sight, for he fre¬ 
quently after referred to his feelings on tliat occasion. 

“ He was one day waited ujion by a deputation from the 
Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, composed of three 
reverend gentlemen, who in tlieir lobes presenttKl him with a 
Bible and prayer-book superbly bound, and addressed him with a 
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Speech written on parchment. AS they spoke the address he was 
requested to stand up, which he willingly did; but wllen they had 
departed, his servants were all unanimous that he had been made 
an Tsavniy that is, a Christian. 

“ He fiequently walked in Kensington Gardens by himself. As 
he w'as one day seated on a bench, an old gentleman and an old lady, 
taking him foi one of his own attendants, accosted him. They 
asked him many questions. — How does your master like this, 
and how tloes he like timt ? and so on. — Tired with being 
(piestioned, he said, ‘ He like all very well; but one thing he not 
lij^e—-old man ask too many questions.* Upon this he got up 
laughing, le.txingthe old gentleman to find out tliat he had been 
speaking to tiie ambassador in person. 

“ If the whole history of his residence in England were worth 
the narrative, it is o\ident that this note might be greatly length- 
enod; hut, perhaps, that which would alford the most amusement, 
would be tile publication of his own journal, which he regularly 
kept, during his absence from IVrsia; and which on his return 
there, was read with great avidity by his ow-n countrymen. 


No. IL 

(Extracted from page 1C9. to 2.^2.) 

“We entered Teheran on the 9th of November, and were received 
by an 7s/<'/4'/>rr//, or deputation, headed by Mahomed Khan jimoUf 
or Mahonu'ti Khan the Uncle, so called, not because he was the 
King*s Uncle, but because he hod been tlie King’s playfellow; for 
Uncli’t among llic I’erslans, as well as among the Arabs, is an 
epithet of ailection frequently used to fondle and caress the person 
to whom it is applied. With fliis character, united with the cir¬ 
cumstance of his being a Cajar by birth, we were assured that the 
distinction conferred upon us was very considerable. He was 
attended by a great hotly of the king’s cavalry, mounted upon 6ne 
horses, who made a dis]>]ay of their horsemanship as we proceeded 
in slow procession towards the city. Many of them particularly 
excelled in the an exercise that consists in turning about 

on the saddle at full s])eed, and tiring backwards upon a pursuing 
enemy. I'his they learn from their childhood, and it gives them 
great confidence and dexteiity on horseback. It is probtibly tbo 



APPENDIX. 


298 


lemains of the old I’^rihian feustoin, so frequently al!u<led to in 
ancient autf(rors*, wlili this (iiirurencc, that fire-arms aie now used 
instead of' hows and arrows. 

‘‘ VVe w ere lotlged in the Arnecn-ad-Do\vlah’s palace until houses 
siundd he appropriated I'or the fixed hahitition of the embassy. 
Tw'o were shortly after selected, but in a manner that wiU show' of 
wJiat frail tenure are possessions in I’eisia. The one formeily 
belonged to Mirza Ibiba, who had held the situation of Beulcrhcg 
(a principal officer) of the city ; but who, if the expression may 
be used, fell r/r/i, and was put to death. Anotlier liorrid circum¬ 
stance gives celebrity to this house, for in one of its small roor^s 
was immured, literally bricked vpt Saduk Khan Cheghaugee, 
whose crime had been what is l»ere called making the ^da ul sul^ 
tancly or aspiring to the crown ; but having been discomfited in a 
battle near Chisvin, he was persuaded to give liimself up to the 
king, provided that his blood was not spilt. To this the king gave 
his promise and kept it, for he was starved to death. Alexander 
pledged himself towards Nabarzanes, ♦ after Ike Versian manner,* 
as Curiius calls it, that he would not hurt him f ; hut not w’ith the 
same reserve <»f ccmscience as his present majesty, ftir he pardoned 
N.ibaizanes, although he w'as chiefly moved to tliis act by the de¬ 
praving influence of the eunuch llugaos. 

“ The other house belonged to Mahomed Khan, the chief of the 
(’ainci Artillery, who u])on a salary of .‘J0() piastres, or about 30/. 
sterling per annum, had contrived to build himself not only this, 
but {mother infinitely liner house. Of this the king w’as aw'are, 
and consecpiently made no scruple of accejiting it as a present 
with one liand, and presenting it to the llrilisli embassy with tlie 
other. Mahomed Khan showed us no sort of ill-will for the loss 
he had sustained; but, on the contrary, professed foi us the siii- 
cerest friendship, and said that for the future we should be mon* 
intimately united: ami consoled himself with the usual Persian 
professions, Mdl-'C-mun, mrd-c-sluimuh, nuil-e-hhumabt m~d-e-muri 
— ‘ 3Iy proper!) is yours, and jours is mine.* He had a house 
in our neighbourhood superior to the one wiiich had been taken 
from him, and w'e ahvays found him Hue to his ])rofessiuns. 
Tlie character of neighbour in the Isast is indeed in some.mea. 
sure sacred; and the Persian word Hemswk (under one shade) 
which it expresses, give's a goo»l idea of its friendly signification. 

The first days of our xirrival at Tehcian were almost ex¬ 
clusively engaged by discussions on points of cli<juette. Tlic 

, * Of I'TTUs xeii ftuyovrte ei,uot ST/rfei/o'xw, oV ririe hr rc^ivopng 

•'Tfl ,TTaw. — Xenophon, Anal) hb in e 

l''i(ientemquc luga Farthum, vcrwsque sagittis — Virg. Georg, lib, iu. v.31. 

Miles sagittas et celercm tugam 

l*arthi. — Hor. lib 2. Ode xm. v. 17 ; aUo lib 1. Ode xix. v. 11. &c. 

+ AVc duhttavtt Alexander, Juinn quo Versa' vwdo ae.ciptcbantp_ dofff, •* Itte 
violutum St ventssetjvre.” J^iuntus Curtius, hb. vi. c. 4. 
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ambassador dcmandrd tliat lie should deliver the Kingof Eiifrland's 
letter inlo the Shall/; ow n hands — that on account of l/s supciior 
diplomatic rank, he should be treated with greater honouis than 
had been shown to all preceding ministets — and that Jic should 
receive the first visit from the Grand Vi/ier. I'he Persians resisted 
tile first demand, saying it was contraiy to their usage — to the 
seconil they answered, that with regard to greater honours, they 
had on former occasions cxliansted ail which they had to give; 
but tba! now, tbe most tboy could ilo was to place tlioainbassadorN 
cliaii nearer to the throne than hud been practised in preceding 
airtliences of ministers. As for tbe last, tliey refused positively to 
a( cede to it. 

“ In orderto carry liis piincipal point, the ambass;idor was ob¬ 
liged to comiiroinise his first visit to the King to a private audience. 
Attended by me, :uid bis escort of Indian cavalry, we jiroceeded 
to tbe palace, where we wi re received by tlic master of ceremonies 
of the Khiiweli or private apartments, who conducted us to the 
presence. The king was seated in a small upper room, and when 
we had jierceived him, we made our obeisances with all due re¬ 
spect, until we were slopt at about thirty paces in front of him, 
wliere we left our shoes and w'alked on the bare stones until we 
were close to His Majesty* Here the king said, ‘ A'.'ioi,h ^hnedeeU,'" 
You are welcome; and ^ Utah bnUaht Come up; when we 
mounted a narrow' flight of steps that led at once into the room. 
11 e was seateii on an embroidered carpet, spread on the ground in 
;i corner. Opposite to him stood the Grand Vizier Mirza SliclFea 
and Ameen-ad-Oow lali; and on one side four pages richly dressed, 
one bearing his crow n, a second his sword, a tiiird his bow and 
arrows, aiul tbe fouitli his shield and battle-axe. The ambassador 
was conducted by the Grand Vizier, and stooping down presented 
tfie letter to the king, wlio pointed to a spot about Iw'o or three 
inches from him, wheie he jilaced it. After tliat he presented the 
diamond ring with which lie w'as charged as a present from the 
King of England, using appropriate expressions on the occasion, to 
which the king ausweied, by pointing to tlie letter and saying, 
‘ Ibis i, lietter than a mountain of diamonds.'* His Majesty 
tlien'desircd tiic ambassador to seat liimself, which he did on the 
ground ; and after that ensued a conversation, in which the king, 
with great dignity, expressed the high esteem he entertained for our 
nation. Tlie ambassador seized this opportunity to extol the 
conduct of the King’s envoy during his stay in England, to which 
Ilis Majesty seemed to listen with pleasure; and then ordered 
Mirza Abul Hassan Khan to be called, w'lio soon after appeared, 
and stood below with his shoes oflj by the side of a basin of water. 
He then said to him aloud, ‘ Afcrint afcriny w'cU ilone, well done, 
Abul Hassan, you have mad** my face while in a foreign country, 
and I will make yours while in tiiis. Y'ou aie one of tlie noblest of 
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the families in my kingdom, and witli the liolp of God, I will raise 
.you to thc''vlijfnitie‘s of your ancestors; ’ atwhi'di words the Mirza 
knelt «lown and actually touched the earth with his fi»rehcad. 

“ Sometime after this, tlie ambassador had his public audience, 
when we saw the king in great splendour, lie was decked in all 
liis jewels, witli his crown on his head, his ba%ubendSy or annlets, 
on his arms, seated on his throne. We ajiproachcd him bowing 
after out own manner, but the Persians bowed as David did to 
Saul, who slonpcd widi his face to tlu’ earthy and bowed himself 
(1 Samuel, xxiv. 8.); that is, not touching the earth w'ith the 
lace, but bowing witli their bodies at riglit angles, the liunds 
placed on the knees, and the legs somewhat asunder. It is only 
on remarkable occasions, such as that above mentioned of Mirza 
Abul Ilassjm Khan, that the prostration of the Uouee Zemeeny the 
face to the earth, is made, whicli must be the failure upun the face 
to the earth and worshippinffy as Joshua did. (Joshua, v. lb) Staled 
distances were fixed for Uiking off our shoes, some of tlie ambas¬ 
sador’s suite being obliged to take theirs off at a considerable dis¬ 
tance from the king, whilst others, whose rank gave them more 
privilege, kept theiis on until near to the stairs whicli led into 
the room. As the Persians allow to their monarch a great char¬ 
acter of sanctity, calling him Zit AHah, the shallow of the 
Almighty, they pay him almost divine honours, liesides making 
the Ziarety as before stilted, tlie taking olV their shoes implies that 
the ground which surrounds him is sacied ; and this circumstance 
will illustrate wiiat the captain of tlie Lord of Ilo'.ts said unto 
Josiuia; Jyoosc tin/ shoe from of thy footy for the place whereon 
thou standi’st is holy. —Joshua, v. J5. 

The jewels disposed over his dress are embroidered on the 
stuflT. Laigc stones of considerable value are placed on the 
shoulders. Upon his crowm, wdiich is very heavy, and set with 
jewels, is inscribed — Help from God, and speedy victory. On 
the front of it is placed the Jikiu an upright ornament of jewellery, 
which is the great distinction of Persian royalty. The bazubends*^ 
(ornaments that are fastened above the elbow) are composed of 
precious stones, of great value, and arc only worn by the king and 
his sons. They must be distinguished from the bracelets used by 
the ancient Persianst, in the same manner as they arc worn at 
this day in India; and arc, I sliould conjecture, nearly the same 
sort of ornament which was brought to David as a token of Saul’s 
deatli, viz. the bracelet that was on his arniy — (- Saniucl, i. 10.); 
and which probably in those days, as it does now, indicated 
royalty.^ When the people of Israel wished for a king, it was on 
the declared principle, that they might be governed “uW the 

• Jiazft is the pjirt of the arm aliove the elb«»w. 

t Sec the Sculptures of Persepolis. 

t See Harmer, vol ii. p. 'I’lu* translated “bracelet,” is by tlio 
Latin uiterjircterfe, bedter given as aivnine. 
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natums,** Saul was the first kin^ under this establishment; nor 
can we doubt tliat jlic customs of the surrounding; mnioiis were 
punctiliously observed towards him in his public appearance, liis 
going to war, Sec. 

“ The throne upon which the king sat w'ds ascended by steps, 
upon which weie painted dragons. It is surrounded by a balu¬ 
strade, and tlie wliole of it, which is ovirlaid with fine gold, 
beautifully enamelled, we were told cost one hundred thousand 
toinauns. The throne of Solomon was ascended by steps — tfuTe 
were stai/s vn each side of the sdtuig placcy and, what is its 
principal feature of resemblance, was overlnid with pure ^old. 
2 Chron. ix. 17, 18. * 

“This audience passed off like that w'hich lliave before described 
in my former journal; and I will therefore jirorced to relate that 
tlie ambassadress also jiaid a visit of ceremony to the King of 
Persia’s chief w’ife, called the llnnoo flarcmf whom, for want of 
a more appropriate title, we styled the f^ueen of Persia. The 
ambassadress was intiodiiced into a large open tooin,at one comer 
of W’hich was seated the queen, dressed out in truly Persian splen¬ 
dour. Laige gilded knobs appeared on her head-dress, which 
was of a great size; and tlie oilier jiarts of her attire, like that of 
Zoheide, the caliph’s favourite in the Arabian Nights, were so 
loaded with jewels that she could scarcely w’alk. In a corner of 
the room stood some of the king’s children, so stiffened out with 
brocade, velvets, furs, and jewellery, that they almost looked like 
fixtures. Great numbers of women were arranged in rows without 
Uic room, all ornamented willi jewellery; and on the whole there 
appears to have been a great display of magnificence, aithougli it 
did not amount quite to what tlic Persians would liave made us to 
conceive. Tlie ambassadress presented the Queen of England’s 
picture, most beautifully sot round with brilliants of the purest 
water, to the jicrsonagc before whom she was seated, who was 
quite uncuiiKcious of tlie beauty of the w’orkinanship; but W’c after¬ 
wards learnt that it was greatly admired by his tnajesty, whose 
discrimination in these valuables is very acute. Whilst the am- 
biissadress partook of some refreshments, her two maids were led 
out by the attendants to do the same; but no sooner were they 
amongst them tJian tlie Persian w’omen fell upon tlicmlikc harpies 
to analyse their tircss, of which they cxiiressed the most unbounded 
curiosity. It is agreed by the Persians that the dress of our 
females is in every way preferable to theirs; but they will not 
allow the same in favour of the dresses of our men. 

“ The grand vizier refused so positively to pay the first visit to 
the ambassador, that at length, after a long negotiation, in which 
violence and conciliation were used alternately, the business was 
brought to a sort of accommodation, by an entertainment given in 
tlie Amecn-ad-Dowlah’s house by the ambassador, at which the 
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grand vizier was to l)e tlfe ambassador’s guest. Of course the 
.grand vizife* gave it out that he had been the Ameen-ad-DowIah’s 
guest, and tlie ambassador that he had been ids; but notwithstand* 
ing tlie fermentation wbiclt it excited at the time, wlien they met 
they weie soon reconciled, and parted in great good liuinour with 
each other. No people are more punctilious upon tlie deed v'a baz 
deedy tlie visit and its return, than are the Persians; and it was on 
that very account that W'e judged it of importance to be stiict in 
keeping up to this etiquette. • 

Not h»ng after our arrival the Persians conmienced their pre¬ 
parations for the celebration of tlie death of Imam Ilossein. This 
takes place during the first ten days of the month of* Moharrein, 
w'liich Is tlie first month of the Maiiomedan yeai. in 

Arabic, means sacred, prohibited by law'; and is so callctl because 
even before Mussulmanisrn, it was held unlaw'ful among the an¬ 
cient Arabs to make open war upon each other during that month, 
as wgll as during the months of Kejeh, Zeccad, and /iMaj. Tlie 
first ten days of the montli of Xdohancin are ealled hy the INIaho- 
medans j4i/am AlniadoodauU or the reckoned days, hecaiise they 
believe that during these ten days the Koian was sent in detached 
poitions from heaven to be communicated to mankind. 'I'he 
lentil is generally culled the j^shourrh liy all sects of Mussulmans; 
but file IVrsians and the other followers of Ali call it also the 
Ihiox Cath pr the ]{ooz Ilosn'uiy tlie day of minder, oi of Ilossein, 
because they believe that on that day Ilossein was killed. 

“ Ilossein was the second son of Ali, and brother of Ilassan ; and 
having refused to recognise Yezid for the legitimate caliph, was 
obliged to quit Medina, and retire to Mecka. 'I'lie inh.ihitants of 
Cufa, of wliicli the major jiart Iiad a great iiarli.dity to the family 
of Ali, healing of his retreat, invited liim to lake refuge amongst 
them ; and having proclaimed him, and unanimously uceived him 
as the lawful caliph, they declared Yezid to he an iisuiper, Ye/id 
no sooner heard this than he tlespatclu'd Abadiillah, one of his 
captains, with troojis to march against Iiiin. This oflicer having 
met Ilossein in the plain of Keilndali, on Ids road to Cufji, ac¬ 
companied only hy sixty-two persons of his family, killed him and 
all those M'ith him, in the filst jear of the Ilijtu. » 

“ The tragical termination of his life, commencing with his 
flight from Medina, and terminating with Ins death on the plain 
of Kcrhelah, has been draw n iqi in the form of a drama, consisting 
of several jiarts, of vvliich one is performed by actors on each sne- 
cesssivc day of the morning. The last part, wliich is appointed 
for the liooz Call, comprises the events of the day on winch he met 
his death, and is acted with great ]iomp befoie the king in the 
largest square of the city. The subject, which is full of afiect- 
ing incidents, w'ould of itself excite gieut interest in the breasts of 
a Christian audience; but allied as it is vvitli all the religious and 
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national fccliiij's of tiif IVrsians, it'awakens their strongest pas¬ 
sions. llossein would be a hero in our eyes; in tly*irs he is a 
martyr. The vicis'fltiides of bis life, bis dangeis on the desert, his 
fortitude, Ids invincible courage, and I»is devotedness at tlie hour 
of his death, are all circuiustances upon whicli the Persians dwell 
W’itii rapture, and which excite in them an enthusiasm not to he 
dimiidshed by lapse of time. The etdebnuion of this mourning 
keeps up in their minds the remembrance of those who destroyed 
him, and, conse<{uently, their hatred for all Miissuimaiis wlio do 
not partake of their feelings, l licy execrate Ye/id, and curse 
Oipar, v^itli sucli rancour, tliat it Is necessary to have witnessed 
the scenes that aie exhibited in their cities judge of the degree 
of fanaticism which possesses them at this time. 1 have seen some 
of tlie most violent of them, as they vociferated Fa JIoi,sctn ! walk 
about the streets almost naked, with only their loins covered, and 
their boilles streaming Vkith blood by the voluntaiy cuts which they 
have given to themselves, either as acts of love, anguish, oranor- 
tidcation. Such must h.ive been the cuttings of wldcli we read 
in holy writ, which were forbidden to the Israelites by ]\Ioses*; 
and these extravagancies, J conjecture, must resemble the prac¬ 
tices of the priests of llaal, who cried alotidy and cut thrmsclws 
after this manner ivith knives and lametHy Idl the blood ^Uhbed out 
—iKiiigs, wiii. ‘2S. See also Jereiiiiali, xvi. 5, O’, and 7. 

“ Tlu* prtp.ualioiis which were made throughout the city con¬ 
sisted in erecting large tents, that are there called tnkichy in the 
streets and open ])laces, in filting them uj) with black linen, and 
furnishing them with olijects emblematical of the mourning. I'bese 
tents are erected either at the joint expense of the rnahcUy or district, 
or by men of consequence, as an act of devotion; and all ranks of 
people have a free access to them. 'I'he expense of a takieh con¬ 
sists in the hire of amoll.di, orpiiest, of actors and their clothes, 
and in the purchase of lights. Many there are wlio seize this oj>- 
portunity of atoning lor p.ist sins, oi of rendeiing thanks to heaven 
for some blessing, by adding chailly to the good act of en‘cting a 
takieh, and distribute giatiiitous food to those' who atteixl it. 

“ Our neighbour IMahomed Klian had a takieh in Iiis house, 
to which all tlie ))eopie of tlie mahal docked in gio.it immhers. 
During the time of this assemblage W'e he.iid a constant noise of 
drums, cymbals, and trumpets. We remarked that, besides the 
takiehs in different open places and streets of tlie town, a w (‘odoii 
pulpit, without any appendage, was erected, upon which a mollah 
w'as mounted, preaching to tlie people w ho weie collected around 
him. To sjieak occasionally from a pulpit was one of the oflices 
of the eaily successors of Mahomed, who joined in their persons 
the sacred and royal character. In process of time tliis function 


• Lent, xix 2S. Dout. xiv. 1. 
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passed to inferior persons. An European ambassador who is said 
to have iii^trigued with Yezid in favour of Hossein, is brought 
* forwards accordingly to be an actor in one of the parts of the 
tragedy, and tliu populace were, in coiisefjuence, inclined to look 
favourably upon us. Notwithstanding tlie excitation of the public 
mind, we did not cease to take our usual rides, and we generally 
passed unmolested through the middle of congregations, during 
the time of their devotions. 

“ Such little scruples have they at our seeing their religious ce- 
rcinonies, that on the 8th night of the Moharrein, the grand vizier 
invited the whole of the einhassy to attend his lakich. On fil¬ 
tering the room we found a large assembly of Persians clad in 
dark-coloured clothes, which, accompanied with their black caps, 
their l)lack beards, and their dismal faces, really looked as if they 
were tjieir souls* We observed that, 710 man did put on 

his ornaments* Tliey neither wore their daggers, nor any parts 
of their dress which tliey look upon as urnamental. A mullah of 
liigli consideration sat next to the grand vizier, and kept him in 
serious conversation, whilst the remaining part of the society com¬ 
municated with each other in W'hispers. After we had sat some 
time, the windows of the room in which we were seated were 
thrown open, and w'e then discovered a priest placed on a high 
chair, under tlie covering of a tent, surrounded by a crowd of the 
populace ; the whole of the scene being liglited up with candles. 
He commenced by an exordium, in which he reminded them of 
the great value of each tear shed for the sake of Imam Hossein, 
which would be an atonement for a past life of w'iekcdness; and 
also informed them with much solemnity, that ivhalsoeuer soul U be 
that shall not be aj/lictcd in the same day^ shall be eut off from awiong 
thepeojdc, (Lev. xxiii. 29.) lie then began to read from a book, 
with a sort of nasal chaunt, that part of the tragic history of llo^- 
sein appointed for the day, which soon pioduced its etfect upon 
his audience, for he scarcely had turned over three leaves, befuie 
the grand vizier commenced to shake iiis head to and fro, to utter 
in a most piteous voice the usual Persian exclamation of grief, 
‘ wahi! wahi / wahi P both of wliich acts were followed in a more 
or less violent manner by the rest of tlie audience. Tlie chauntiiig 
of tlic priest lasted nearly an hour, and some parts of ids story 
were indeid patlietic, and well calculated to rouse the feelings of 
a superstitious and lively people. In one part of it, all the com¬ 
pany stood up, and I observed that the grand vizier turned him¬ 
self towards the wall, with his hand extended before him, and 
prayed. After the priest had finished, a company of actors ap¬ 
peared, some dressed as women, who chaunted forth their parts 
from slips of paper, in a sort of recitativo, that vras not unpleasing 


* Kxodufi, xxxiii. 4, 
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even to our cars. In the very tragical parts, most of tii^ audien^ 
appeared to cry very unaffectedly; and as 1 sat neai^thc gi%i. 
vizier, and to his neighbour the pnest, 1 was witness to many real 
tears tliat fell from diem. In some of these mournful assemblies, 
it is the custom for a priest to go about to each person at the 
height of his grief, with a piece of cotton in his hand, with which 
he carefully collects the falling tears, and which he then squeezes 
into a bottle, preserving them with the greatest caution. This 
practically illustrates that passage in the 5(>th Tsaim, 8., Put thou 
Tny tears mio thy bottle. Some I’ersians believe, that, in the agony 
of*dcath, when all medicines have failed, a drop of tears so col¬ 
lected, put into the mouth of a dying man, has been known to 
revive liim; and it is for such use that they are collected. 

On the Rooz Catl, tlie t^th day, the ambassador was invited 
by the king to be present atAe termination of the ceremonies, in 
which the death of Hosscin was to be represented. We set off* 
after breakfast, and placed ourselves in a small tent, that was 
pitched for our accommodation, over an arched gateway, which 
was situated close to the room in which his Majesty as to be 
seated. 

We looked upon the great matdan, or square, which is in 
front of the palace, at the entrance of which we perceived a circle of 
Cajars, or people of the king's own tribe, who were standing bare¬ 
footed, and beating their breasts in cadence to the chanting of one 
who stood ill the centre, and with whom they now and then joined 
their voices in chorus. Smiting the breast (St. Luke, xviii. 13.) 
is an universal act throughout the mourning; and the breast is 
made bare for that purpose, by unbuttoning the top of the shirt. 
The king, in order to show his humilit}', ordered the Cajars, 
amdng whom were many of his own relations, to walk about with¬ 
out either shoes or stockings, to superintend the order of the dif¬ 
ferent cercmonie.s about to be performed; and they were to be 
seen stepping tenderly over the stones, with sticks in their bands 
doing the duties of menials, now keeping back a crowd, then 
dealing out blows with tlieir sticks, and settling tlie order of the 
processions. 

PaVt of the Square was partitioned off by an enclosure, winch 
was to represent the town of Kerbelah, near which Hossein was 
put to death; and close to this were two small tents, which were 
to represent his encampment in the desert witli bis family. A 
wooden platform covered with carpets, upon which the actors were 
to perform, completed all the scenery used on the occasion. 

A short time after wc had reached our tent, the king ap¬ 
peared ; and although we could not see him, yet we were soon 
apprised of his presence by all the people standing up, and by the 
bowing of his officers. The procession then commenced as fol¬ 
lows : — 


X 
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* First came a stout man^ naked from the waist upwards^ 
fa^ancing»n his girdle a long thick poIe» surmounted by an oma* 
i^nt made of tin, curiously wrought with devices from the Koran, 
in height altogether about Unity feet. 

Then another, naked like the former, balanced an ornamented 
pole in his girdle still more ponderous, though not so high, upon 
which a young dervish, resting his feet upon the bearer’s girdle, 
had placed himself, chanting verses with ^1 his might in praise 
of the king. 

After him a person of more strength, and more nakedness, a 
water-carrier, walked forwards, bearing an immense leather &*ck 
hlled with water slung over his back, on which, by way of bravado, 
four boys were piled one over the otlier. ^This personage, we were 
told, was emblematical of the great thirst which Hossein suiiered 
in the desert. 

A litter, in the shajib of a sarcoFRagus. w'liich was called the 
Cuher PeighemhcTy or the tomb of the propnet, succeeded, borne 
on the shoulders of eight men. On its front was a large oval 
ornament entirely covered with precious stones, and just above it, 
a great diamond sUir. On a small projection were two tapers 
placed on candlesticks enriched with jewels. The top and sides 
were covered with Cashmerian shawls, and on the summit rested a 
turban, intended to represent the head*dress of the Trojibet. On 
each side walked two men bearing poles, from which a variety of 
beautiful shawls were suspended, at the top of which were repre¬ 
sentations of Mahomed’s hand, studded with jewellery. 

After this came four led horses, caparisoned in the richest 
manner. The fronts of Uieir heads were ornamented with plates, 
entirely covered with diamonds, that emitted a tliousand beautiful 
rays. Their bodies were dressed with shawls and gold stuffs ; 
and on their saddles were placed some object emblematical of the 
death of Hos«cin. When all these had passed, they arranged 
themselves in a row to the right of the king’s apartment. 

After a short pause, a body of fierce-looking men, with only 
a loose white sheet thrown over their naked bodies, marched for¬ 
wards. They were all begrimed with blood; and, each brandish¬ 
ing a sword, they sang a sort of hymn, the tones of which were 
very wild. Tliese represented the sixty-two relations, or tlie 
martyrs, as tlic Persians call Uiem, who accompanied Hossein, and 
were slain in defending him. Close after them was led a white 
horse, covered with artificial wounds, with arrows stuck all alx>ut 
him, and caparisoned in black, representing the horse upon which 
Hossein was mounted when he was killed. A band of about fifty 
men, striking two pieces of wood together in their hands, com¬ 
pleted the procession. They arranged themselves in rows before 
the king, and, marshalled by a tnaUre de ballet, who stood in the 
middle to regulate their movements they performed a dance, clap.. 
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ping their hands in the best possible time. The rntdire de ballet 
all this time sang^in recitativo, to which the dancer^* joined at 
different intervals widi loud shouts mid reiterated clapping of their ' 
pieces of wood. 

'ITie processions were succeeded by the tragedians. Hossein 
came forwards, followed by his wives, sisters, and relatives. They 
performed many long and tedious sets; but as our distance from 
the stage was too great to hear the many affecting things which no 
doubt they said to each other, we will proceed at once to where 
the unfortnnatc Hossein lay extended on the ground, ready to 
roceivc the death-stroke from a ruffian dressed in armour, wlio 
acted the part of executioner. At tliis moment a burst of lament¬ 
ation issued from the multitude, and heavy sobs and real tears 
came from almost every one of those who were near enough to 
come under our inspection. Tlie indignation of the populace 
wanted some object upon which to vent itself, and it fell upon 
those of the actors who had performed the parts of Yezid's 
soldiers. No sooner was Hossein killed, than they were driven 
off the ground by a volley of stones, followed by shouts of abuse. 
We were informed that it is so difficult to jirocurc performers to 
fill these characters, that on the present occasion a party of Itussian 
prisoners were pressed into tlie army of Yezid, and they made as 
speedy an exit, after the catastrophe, as it was in their power. 

The scene terminated by the burning of Kerbelah. Several 
reed huts had been constructed behind the enclosure before men¬ 
tioned, wliich of a sudden were set on fire. The tomb of Hc^sein 
was seen covered with black cloth, and upon it sat a figure dis¬ 
guised in a tiger*a skin^ which was intended to represent die mira¬ 
culous liotii recorded to have kept watch over his remains after he 
had been buried. The most extraordinary part of the whole 
exhibition was the representation of the dead bodies of the mar¬ 
tyrs ; who, having been decapitated, were all placed in a row, 
each body with a head close to it. To effect this, several Persians 
buried tliemselves alive, leaving the head out just above ground; 
while otlters put their heads under ground, leaving out the body. 
The heads and bodies were placed in such relative positions to 
each other, as to make it appear tliat they had been severed 
This is done by way of penance; but in hot weather^ the violence 
of the exertion has been known to produce death, llic whole 
ceremony was terminated by the hhoihehi which is an action of 
prayer for Mahomed, his descendants, and for the prosperity of 
the king; and was delivered in a loud voice by a man, the best 
crier of his time (as Xenophon calls Toltnidcs *), who is celebrated 
for his strong voice, and, indeed, deservedly so; for at about fifty 
yards* distance from us we heard every word he said, notwitiu 
standing the noise of the multitude which surrounded us.- 

* Amib. lib. iU 
at 2 
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After the solemnities of the Moharrem were over, the Persian 
ministers i^ptered upon the ne^tiation of a definitive treaty with 
the ambas^ur, which occupied them during the winter; and 1 
should have been happy to give an account of the discussions 
which the subject of it involved, if the official character which 1 
held in the embassy did not forbid it Unacquainted as the 
Persians arc with the law of nations, and unaccustomed to the 
discussion of great political qticstions, we found their ignorance a 
great impediment to the progress of business. Whatever demand 
we made, however clear and self-evident, they always thought 
that it had, or might have, some recondite meaning, which they 
could not understand; consequently they never acceded to it with¬ 
out discussions so long and violent, as frequently to end in quarrel. 
They have but a very confused idea of Europe, and the position of 
its different states. The great mass of Persians, very much like 
their ancestors look upon Europe as one state, which they coll 
Firtsng, and all Europeans Firenyees, Those wlio are a little 
better informed, divide us into Franciz and Ingliz; and the Grand 
Vizier, who perhaps has seen every European that has been at 
the Persian court during the present reign, has at length acquired 
the names of the different nations of Euro))e, and those of the 
prime ministers of the leading courts. Of Buonaparte, from the 
likeness of his history to tliat of their own Nadir Shah, they 
have a very high idea; and as many of his acts were quite in the 
oriental style of despotism, they not only feared but admired him: 
for one of the first cjualities which they require in a monarch, 
is reakadett or courage, but that sort of courage wbicli is allied 
with tyranny. 

Fear of the Russians was their strongest feeling; and the great 
object of their politics with that power was to get a restoration of 
Georgia. The war that was carrying on between them, however, 
consisted more of predatory incursions, on the part of Persia, such 
as the Scythians are recorded jto have madcf, than of regular 
warfare. We had a specimen of this policy not long after our 
arrival at Teheran; for one morning, in great agitation, the 
Grand Vizier’s confidential secretary, attended by Mirza Abu! 
Hassan Khan, came to announce to us a great victory gained by 
the Prince Royal over the Russians. Their account of it was, 
that the Persians had killed 2000, taken 5000 prisoners, and 
twelve guns, and had possessed themselves of the town of Shisheh. 
We soon after heard the real truth, which reduced their account 
to 300 killed, two guns taken, and 500 made prisoners. Upon 
questioning them why they exaggerated so much, when they knew 
how soon the falscho^ must be discovered, they very ingeniously 
said, “ If we did not know that your stubborn veracity would 
have come in our way, wc should have said ten times as much. 


* Herodotus, Pohiunta, iiL 
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Tliis is the first time our troops have made any stand at all 
against the Russians; and you would not surely rcs^'ict so glo.% 
rious an event in our history to a few dry facts ? ” 

Tlie circumstances which led to this victory are as follow: —• 
The Prince Royal had seen with sorrow an immense population 
of his wandering tribes emigrate from his provinces to those of 
the Russians, and his object was to compel them to return. lie 
collected his army at the end of January, and marched towards 
Mogan. 11 consisted of 9000 men, according to the Persians; 
of H,CXX), according to the English officers who were employed in 
its Part was coin}K)scd of undisciplined Tttffenkcheesi the com* 
mon infantry of the country, and part of Serbazt troops disciplined 
by European officers. There was also a body of undisciplined 
cavalry, as well as a corps of flying artillery, witli twelve guns, 
which, indeed, proved the most efficient part of the army. Before 
he crossed the Araxes, tlic prince had heard that 800 Russians, 
witli two guns, were posted at the village of Sultanhoot, not very 
distant from Shisheh, and he determined to attack them. The 
Russians, who were accustomed to these sort of impromptus from 
the Persians, and who had never heard more of their artillery 
than of a few lame guns, which were usually dragged in the roar 
of their army, felt such confidence in their small number, that 
they neglected to send to Shisheh for succours, where there was a 
garrison with a commandant. The attack took place in the 
morning. The Ruvsians, in negligent confidence, were surprised 
to see a well-directed fire of grajic open ujion tlicm, whieli in a short 
time killed 800 of their men; and finding that they had a more 
skilful enemy to cope with than before, they shut ffiemselvc^ up 
within the walls of the village, where, after a little negotiation, 
they capitulated. One of the articles of capitulation was, that 
their heads were not to Imj cut off'; an act which, in Persian 
and Turkish warfare, is a common custom. During this fight, 
ten tomauns were given for every head of the enemy that was 
brought to the prince; and it has been known to occur, afrer the 
combat was over, that prisoners have liccn put to death in cold 
blood, in order that the beads, which arc immediately despatched 
to the king, and deposited in heaps at tlie palace gate might 
make a more considerable show. Two of the English serjeants 
were killed on this occasion, and, afrer the battle was over, one of 
their bodies was found without its head, which was discovered 
amongst a heap of Russian heads. It had, doubtless, been severed 
by a Persian, who, passing it off for a Russian head, had received 
the price fixed for such a commodity. 

* Such barbarities make us shudder in England, but th^ only tend to show 
how little the manners of Asia have changed since the remotest times. In the 
history of Jehu, we.read. And there came a messenger unto him saying, J%ey 
have hrout'kt the heads <\f the kmg's sons ; and he said. Lay ye them in hoo 
heaps at the entering in the gate until the morning, 2 Kings, x, 6. 

X 3 
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The princC) on this occasion» behaved like a generous enemy; 
‘'for when tf'C commanding ofBcer of the Russians, who had l)cen 
severely wounded, was brought before him, he perceived that he 
was without a sword, and, immediately taking off his own, which 
was of great value, desired him to put it on end to wear it for his 
sake. The Persians lost 100 men ; a circumstance which rejoiced 
the king’s ministers exceedingly; for on no occasion before had 
tlieir troops been known to approach near enough to the enemy 
to get killed. The dcatli of our serjeants settled a doubt that 
existed among the Persians, whether or not Christians would 
fight against Christians in favour of Mussulmans, and tins occiir« 
rence tended not a little to rmse us in their estimation. It was, 
however, a mortifying feeling to us to be under the necessity of 
settling such a doi:^t* 

In one of tlie first vi^ts which the ambassador paid to the 
grand vizier, he found him dictating a better to the governor of 
Mazanderan, which was to announce the defeat of the Russians. 
When the writer had got to the catastrophe, he asked Ilow many 
killed am I to put down ? ” Tlie grand vizier, with the greatest 
composure, said, Write 2000 killed, lOOO made prisoners, and 
that the enemy were 10,000 strong.” Then turning to the am¬ 
bassador, he'^d, ** This letter lias got to travel a great distance, 
and therefore we add in ])roportion.” 

When the king saw the ambassador, he expressed his joy at the 
1 ‘vcnt; and said that he had had a forewarning of it by a dream, in 
u’hich he saw a ruffian about to plunge a dagger into his breast, 
but that he had been saved by his son Abbas. 


The treaty with Persia was signed on the 14th March, 1812, 
nt the ameen-ad-dowlah’s house. The king, during its negoti¬ 
ation, had gone out of the city on one of his usual hunting-parties, 
and had desired that it should be concluded by his return. When 
the plenipotcntiari^ had assembled, and as they were just on ^e 
point of signing and sealing, of a sudden the door of the apartment 
was thrown open with violence by one of the king’s running foot¬ 
men, who exclaimed, ** Mujdeh I (good news!) the shah is close to 
the city, and will reach the palace in an hour; ” and, ^dr&ising 
himself to the two Persian plenipotentiaries, said, ** I must have 
ten tomauns from hotli of you.” The ameen-ad-dowlah, whose 
fear of the king was paramount to every other feeling, arose from 
his seat in great agitation, exclaiming, << The shah will arrive 
before we can get to the palaiHi to receive him. Come, Mirza 
Shefiea, let us go; for God’s sake don’t delay.** Upon this the 



APPENDIX. 


311 


ambassador took tip liis papers, locked them into his box, and said, 
“ Gentlemen, if this be tlie case, there is no treaty, for 1 will 
never again be fo<fied after this manner.” “ Wha^ you would* 
not have us killed?” cried out the viziers. ** Be the consequences 
upon your heads’* replied his excellency; ** but of this be assured, 
that I will never again permit myself to be treated with this dis¬ 
respect.” “Well, then,” said Mirza Shelfca very calmly, “You 
go, ameen-ad-dowlah ; 1 will sign the treaty now, and die to¬ 
morrow,” u])on which the ameen-ad-dowlah left his seals with 
Mirza Sheffoa, and with the utmost speed hastened to the palace. 
* 1^110 treaty was then signed and sealed, the grand vizier performing 
that ceremony for his colleague. 

No event worth recording took phice after this, until the festival 
of the No Rooz. Our days passed away in dull uniformity, with 
little to attriict us beyond home. We established a fives-court, we 
rode much on horseback, and took exercise in a considerable 
enclosed garden attached to our residence. Here I was one day 
walking by myself, when a party of Persians, half drunk with 
wine, strolled in, the chief of whom, a young man of rank, came 
up to me, and evidently supposing I did not understand his lan¬ 
guage, addressed me with a smiling lace and much mock civility, 
in terms of the grossest abuse, which he thought I should take 
for politeness. Finding that be was mistaken in his supposition, 
he immediately fled, and hid himself so eiTectually that he was nut 
to be found for several days after. 

In our rides wc u^jually went out of the town, at the Derwazeh 
Shah Ahdid Azeevh or the gate leading to the village Shah 
Abdul Azeem, where a market was held every morning, particu¬ 
larly of h{)rscs, mules, asses, and camels. At about sunrise the 
owners of the animals assemble and exhibit them for sale. But, 
besides, here were sellers of all sorts of goods, in temporary shops 
and tents; and this perhaps will explain the custom alluded to 
in 2 Kings, vii. 18., of the sale of barley and flour in the gate of 
Samaiia. 

On the 15th of April, 1818, returning from a morning ride 
about seven o*clock, 1 saw, at about forty yards from the road¬ 
side^ a party of well-dressed l*er.sians seat^ on a carpet close to a 
rising ground in the plain, with a small stream of water, near a field 
of rising corn, flowing before them, and surrounded by their ser¬ 
vants and horses. As I passed, they sent a lad to me with a 
message to the following purpose: — The khan sends his compli¬ 
ments, says hhosh bash, be happy, and requests you will join his 
party; at the same time the whole company hallooed out to me- 
as loud as they could, kkosh hash I khosh hash I 1 afterwards 
learnt that this party was given by a ydzbashee, or a colonel of 
the kiiig*s troops, and that they were in the height of enjoyment 
when 1 passed, for they were all apparently much intoxicated. 
X 4> 
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VVc one day met a party intone of the kiiig*s pleasure-houses, 
nearly under similar circumstances j and we found that the Pi*r 
siaiis, whei^ they commit a debauch, arise betimes, and esteem the 
morning as the best time for beginning to drink wine, by which 
means they carry on their excess until night. This contrast with 
our own manners will perhaps give fresh force to that passage of 
Isaiali, V. 11., Woe unto them that rise up early in themoming that 
they ijiay follow strong drinks that continue until vight until unne 
inflame them. This, indeed, has been the reproach of the volup¬ 
tuary from the satirists and moralists of all ages and nations. 

Nothing can be so little attractive as the immediate environs of 
Tehermi. Each of the five gates leads out to what tlie Persians 
call the Sahara, and what we term tlie desert; a designation not 
ill applied to the plain of Teheran, for although it is in some 
places partially cultivated, yet as there are neither hedges, dikes 
or railings, to mark the limits of cultivation, the whole has the 
appearance of a waste. A' tree is a scarce object, wliich is a curi¬ 
ous circumstance, when it is known that the region of Teheran is 
only separated by a ridge of mountains from one of the most 
wooded countries in the world, the province of Mazunderan. The 
roots of the Albors, which form the northern boundary of the plain 
of Teheran, are more eml>el)ished by villages, trees, and rural 
scenery, than any of the other vicinities of the city. 

We frequently directed our rides to Key, because by rambling 
alx)ut its ruins we hoped to discover some remain of antiquity 
which hitherto had not been seen. We discovered a rude sculp¬ 
ture of the Shapourian age, which was satisfactory, inasmuch as 
it established the fact, that the present ruins occufiy the site of a 
city which existed before Mahomedanism. This sculpture is to 
l)c seen on the south side of the ruinetl castle on the height (the 
farthest side from Teheran), and is executed upon a surface of 
rock, which has been smoothed for tlie purpose. It represents a 
warrior on horseback at full speed, with bis lance couched, having 
a globe on his head and a ball on each shoulder. The perform¬ 
ance is rude and imperfect, and the subject not complete, as the 
outlines of another Hgure arc to be traced on the same rock. 

During the winter, the surgeons of the embassy endeavoured 
to introduce vaccination among the Persians, and their efforts at 
first were very successful; but, owing to the o})position of the 
l^ersian doctors, and to the little countenance which they received 
from men in authority, their labours had nearly proved abortive. 
The surgeons, having procured the cow-pock matter from Constan¬ 
tinople, commenced their operations at Teheran with so much 
.succi^ that in the course of one month they had vaccinated 300 
children. Their houses were constantly thronged with women, 
bringing their offspring to them; and there was every appearance 
of a general dissemination of this blessing throughout Teheran, 
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when of a sudden its progress was checked by the government 
itself. Several of the king’s ferashes were placed a^the gate oi» 
the ambassador’s Hotel, nominally as a mark of attention to his 
excellency, but really to stop all women from going to our sur¬ 
geons. They said, that if the people wanted their children to be 
vaccinated, the fathers and not the mothers wore to take them to 
the surgeons, by which means the eagerness for vaccination was 
stopped; for we fioon discovered that the males did not feel one 
half the same anxiety for their offspring as the women. Notwith* 
standing the ravages ,vhich ai‘e annually made among the Persians 
bj; the small-pox, for which they have hitherto found no remedy, 
yet they arc so wedded to their own prescriptions, that they 
rather adhere to them than give their children a chance of being 
saved, by adopting a new mode of treatnjcnt. Almost all the 
children vaccinated by our surgeons belonged to the poor, who 
were glad to get tlieir medical assistance gratis, in preference to 
that of their own doctors, who, in additioT\ to their ignorance, arc 
most ra])uciuus. Two or three instances occurred, which gave 
our surgeons an opportuT\ity of placing the imbecility of the 
Persian doctors in tlie strongest light. One of these instances 
was as follows: 'i'he governor of lirivan, a personage of high 
rank, had an only son, in whose welfare the king took the most 
lively interest; and he fell dangerously ill. He was placed 
under the care of Mirm Achmed, the king’s hakim banhee, or chief 
physician; and the disease increasing, it was thought advisable to 
cal! in the aid of the English surgeons, who declared that they 
could perform a cure, if no one else interfered. They prescribed 
medicines which the attendants promised to administer; but in 
the mean while Mirza Achmed had counteracted the ejects of the 
European medicines by his own, which brought the child to the 
brink of the^grave. It happened that the English surgeons were 
attending the child when the Mirza came in. The former said, 
there are no hopes, the child will die before to-morrow is over: the 
latter, in all the arrogance of the most profound ignorance, felt the 
patient’s pulse, and said, Excellent, excellent, notliing can be 
better;'go on with my medicines, and the child will be well to¬ 
morrow.” I’lie morrow came, and the governor of Erivan’s heir 
was no more. Mirza Achmed attributed a^ to fate; and, like his 
t:ompecrs, said, when it is decided by God that a man is to die, no 
human aid can l>c of avail. 

Another instance occurred in the child of Mirza Yusuf, one of 
the principal mnstojis (secretaries) of the government. One of 
Ins children had already lost an eye by the small-pox: anxious to 
preserve a second son from a similar accident, he promised to 
send him to our surgeons to be vaccinated. Tliey waited long for 
tills ciiild, hut he was never sent. A month after, th^child Mtu* 
ally died of the small-pox. When he was reproached for having 
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neglected the aid of our medical mcn» he beat his head with his 
*hands, and exclaimed, “ Curse on my wife! she it was who hin¬ 
der!^ me from trusting to the Europeans.’* 

The ambassador, during the winter, had frequent interviews 
with the king, who conversed with him, in the most familiar 
manner, upon all sorts of subjects. It happened one day that 
his majesty was in high spirits, or, as the Persians would say, 
damaupkhh chauk hud and sent for the ambassatlor to converse 
with him. The grand vizier, Mirza Sheffea, was also present. 
After using many flattering expressions, his majesty said to the 
ambassador, ** that he had been informed by his viziers, that ;n 
England we had a variety of modes of increasing the revenue of 
the country, of which they were totally ignorant in Persia. — 
Now tell me, what might be dune here, as you do it in England ? ’* 
'J’he ambassador answered, “ that one of the things which he 
thought might be established in Persia, useful to his majesty’s 
subjects, and beneficial to his treasury, was a post for the trans* 
mission of*letters.” He then explained the nature of an English 
post, its advantages and its profite, Ay, ay,” said the king. 
“ I perfectly comprehend you.” Then turning to the grand 
vizier, he said, “ Now, Mirza Sheffea, I’ll tell you exactly how it 
is. You, for instance, have a correspondent at Ispahan. Of 
course you can’t afford to give a messenger ten tomauns every 
time you have something to say, which on urgent occasions you 
are now obliged to do; but if you had an apportunity of commu¬ 
nicating with him every day, which the post would give you, you 
would write to him constantly, and your concerns would go on 
well. Now, that is the utility of the thing. As for the profit, it 
is thus. We will say, two hundred letters are to lie sent to 
Ispahan, for each of which one real will be charged by the post. 
Now there are about ten stages from here to Ispahan. The men 
who carry the letters from stage to stage will be contented to re¬ 
ceive a real a-picce j tliercfore giving ten to the carriers, 190 will 
remain clear profit to the Shah. — Be Sher Shah f, By the head 
of the king,” exclaimed his majesty, “ this is excellent. “ But,’* 
turning to the ambassador, you have more expedients still. 
Tell me what is there, besides the post, that we have npt in 
Persia?** His exeellepcy would have been happy to drop the 
subject, for he felt that the information which would be drawn 
from him might be disagreeable to the grand vizier; but the king 
being very urgent, he informed his majesty, that one of tlie great 

* This is an idiom purely Persian, for which adequate words could scarcely 
be found in English. 

t The King always talks of himself in the third person, and frequently 
swears by his own head: also Be Jan Shah, by the king's soul: Be Merg SAaht 
by the king's death: and these exprcMsions, in constant use by all Persians, 
wiU remind us of Joseph's speech to his brethren. By the Life qf Bharaokf &c. 
O^n. 15,16. 
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sources of our revenue (but which was resorted to only on parti¬ 
cular emergencies) «ras the income tax, the principle of which 
he explained, endeavouring to impress upon tlic king's mind that 
it was intended to l)ear more upon the rich than the poor ; a prin¬ 
ciple which the English government kept constantly in view, when 
the exigencies of the state required the levying of new taxes. 
** What do you say to that ? " said the king to his grand vizier: 
“ These English are extraordinary people! ” The amba^dor, in 
continuation, said, ** Wc have also taxes, that are more particularly 
levied upon the rich. If a man keeps more than a certain number 
of* horses, he is taxed in a progressive ratio for every supernu¬ 
merary horse; the same for servants, for carriages, &c.” Did 
you hear that, Mirza Sheffea?” exclaimed the king* ** I am your 
sacrifice. *; I am ready to pay wliatcvcr your majesty pleases,” said 
the vizier. « That’s right,” returned the king; “ but there is a 
great ^eal of policy as well as profit in what the ambassador says: 
for instance, a governor-general of India makes an immense for¬ 
tune, and returns home richer than a Ske^zadeh (a king’s son). 
He sets up great state, and eclipses all the princes; it is of course 
very proper that he should be made to pay for such advantages.” 
The king then requested the ambassador to make a written note 
of the different details which he had already given in conversation, 
and hoped that he might be enabled to realise them in Persia. 

Upon another occasion, the king asked the ambassador what 
had hecomc of the pope. “ I hear you no longer acknowledge 
his sii{>re]nacy. How long is it since you have been yaghi^ or in 
rebellion against him ? ” His excellency then explained, and gave 
an outline of the history of Henry the Eighth. Ah,” said the 
king, ** he must have been a clever king indeed! he dH just what 
I would have done. Hut what difference is there between your 
r(‘ligion and that of the Papists ? ” The ambassador answered, 
that wc had discarded from our acr^’ice the mummery of theirs; 
and that they believed in certain doctrines which were contrary to 
our faith, and particularly instanced that of transubstantiation. 
“ What! ” exclaimed the king, when they eat a bit of bread 
they really believe it to be flesh 1 What dolts 1 You are in the 
right; 1 can comprehend eating bread in commemoration of the 
death of Jesus to be a good doctrine; but that bread should turn 
into flesh, is nonsense indeed.” 

At the beginning of April, Mahomed Ali Mirza, the prince 
governor of Kermansliah, arrived at Teheran. He came escorted 
by a very few men, and performed the journey in five days, which, 
for a prince, thp Persians allowed was a great undertaking. As 
this personage is likely to be a prominent character in the future 
history of Persia, I will give an account of a visit which tlie am- 

« Every Persian, speakine to his sovereign generally prefaces his by 
this expression, Korbanet skuvum. 
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bassador paid to bim during his stay at Teheran, in conscqucnct 
of a wish fxpressed to that puqiose by the prince himself. The 
ambassador requested to be informed beforehand what were to be 
the ceremonies of the meeting, when he was informed by the 
grand vizier (who negotiated on this occasion), that the prince 
resided in one of the king’s houses, and that as there is one part 
of the hall of audience where no man can sit, because it is the 
scat of die king, the prince is obliged to place himself in the 
opposite corner; that therefore the ambassador could not be placed 
upon the same Musmul* os his royal highness, liecause he would 
be seated too near his person, and that would be out of all bounds 
of proper etiquette and respect. To which the ambassador re¬ 
plied, that lie could not visit Mahomed All Mirzi, except upon 
the same terms that be had visited all the other princes; that in 
his visits to the latter, he had always been seated upon the same 
musnud with them, and that he neither could nor would give up 
his right to the same distinction on the present occasion. After 
much resistance, this was apparently granted; and when every 
part of the etiquette was adjusted, he proceeded with the gentle¬ 
men of his suite to the palace. The king had gone out of the 
city to hunt, on purpose that this visit iniglit take place; liocause 
it is part of the cti<]uctte of the Persian court, tiiat the king’s 
sons cannot receive visits of ceremony whilst the king is himself 
in iiie palace. 

The Imaret Khorsheed (or the Palace of the Sun), in which 
the prince received us, is situated in a garden, behind the great 
hall of audience in which tlic king daily .sits in stale on his marble 
throne, and is beautifully ornamented in its interior with marble 
and paintings. When we entered the room in which he was 
seated, the grand vizier advanced from where he was standing, 
and pointed to a place about half way down the room, where lie 
intended the ambas.sador should sit. The latter did not heed 
this, but walked up close to the prince, and seated himself upon 
the same musnud, to the trqudntion of the vizier and astonishment 
of the prince, who, although evidently annoyed, gave us the usual 
welcome. 

The prince in person is of strong make, of a rather vulgar 
appearance, and of a bad though lively expression of countenance. 
He talked with great animation, with a loud voice, and much 
gesticulation* There was much acuteness in what he said;—he 
asked questions, and then argued upon the answers he received, 
adhering most obstinately to his own opinions, and not hesitating 
to give the flattest contradictions. He seemed, Jiowevcr, to be 
quie.scent under flattery; for when the ambassador complimented 
him upon the success of his operations in the war with the Courd 

* The Muittud in Persia is a thick felt carpet, placed across the room, at the 
farthest extremity from the door. ^ 
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Abdurakhman he became very civih although he afibeted 

to treat that war very lightly. ** Tiiat was nothing*’* said he; 
** that cannot be called service; merely doing one’s auty to the 
Kebleh Alum can’t be called a service; when any of the shah's 
servants have given their lives for him* then only can it be said 
that they have performed a service.” 

The conversation turned upon Tengee Duniaht or America; a 
subject upon which all Persians are very curious and inquisitive* 
On this topic* we were sur|>ri8ed to And the prince* as the French 
would say* ferr^ d glace* appeared to have just been reading 
thoi history of America. He t^ked not only with historical but 
geograpliical knowledge* which of all other is the rarest amongst 
Orientals. He told us the distinctions between North and South 
America* with great accuracy* and entered into the details of the 
history of Mexico in a manner that greatly astonished us. llie 
only fact upon which wc attempted to set him right* was upon the 
original conquerors of Mexico. He insisted Uiat they were the 
Portuguese* and not the Spaniards; and no assurances timt we 
could give him would make him believe the contrary. Through* 
out the conversation of this prince wc remarked a great decision 
and energy of character* which is in contrast with the character of 
his brother and rival Abbas Mirza* and wbicb* when the occasion 
offers, will perhaps give him a decided superiority. 

About the lOtb of May* Mahomed Khan* the head of the 
king's camel artillery* who had been sent to Bushire to superin¬ 
tend the transmission of the military stores and presents which 
we had brought with us from England and India* arrived at 
Teheran. He had made levies of men throughout the country 
for the purpose of carrying the baggage* v^hich consisted of several 
carriages, looking-glasses, a grand piano-forte, a large mahogany 
dining-table* and many other heavy pieces of furniture. As the 
Persians have no wheeled conveyance and as the greater part of 
these articles were too bulky to be loaded on camels, they were 
carried on the backs of men from Bushire to Teheran* a distance 
of about 620 miles. It would be impossible to describe the muti¬ 
lated state in which every thing reached m. One of the modes 
adopted for lessening the labour of descending the stc^ mountuns 
between Bushire and Shiraz, was that of fastening some of the 
c^ses upon a gun-carriage* and permitting it to run at random 
down the declivities; by which contrivance most of the carriages 
were disabled* and of course the thing attached to them tot^ly 
demolished. Of seventy mirrors which the ambassador brought 
into Persia, he received about one third safe, the rest were entirely 
demolished. 

The carri^^ which were brought as presents to the king were 
not put together unril they reached iis at Teheran. One that 
had been built in England on purpose for the king* which was 
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the least damaged, wc succeeded to render serviceable, and then 
the ambaa^or presented it to his majesty in great form. 

It was irst necessary to knock down part of the wall of our 
courtlyard, to get it into the street, and then it was dragged with 
considerable difficulty through the narrow streets and bazars to 
the king’s palace, where the ambassador, attended by the grand 
vizier, and all the principal officers of the state, were in readiness to 
exhibit it to the king. His majesty walked around the carriage, 
examined it very minutely, admired its beauty, criticised its con> 
trivances, and then got inside, leaving his shoes at the door, and 
seating himself with much satisfaction upon the velvet cushions. 
Mirza Abul Hassan Khan, the late Persian envoy, Feraj Ullah 
Khan (the chief executioner), some of the secretaries of state, 
and other personages of rank, all in their court dresses *, then 
fastened themselves to it, and dragged his majesty backwards and 
forwards, to his great delight, which he expressed by some good 
remarks on the convcniency of carriages, and the ingenuity of 
Europeans, who had brought them to such perfection. The cir¬ 
cumstance that surprised the grand vizier the most was, that it 
could go backwards as well as forwards. The king kept his seat 
for more than half an hour, observing, that there would be very 
good sitting-room for two, pointing to the bottom of the car¬ 
riage as the place for the second. When he had smoked his 
kaleoon within it, he descended, and made the ambassador a very 
handsome acknowledgment for so magnificent a present, and 
ordered the aincen-ad-dowlah to purcliase six large horses to draw 
it: however, we learnt, shortly siler, tliat it was put into a ware¬ 
house, where it was bricked up, where it has been ever since, 
and where it is likely to remain, f 


As it was of consequence to our interest that the ambassador 
should have a personal interview with the Prince Royal, we re¬ 
sumed our tents in the spring of 1812, and departed for Tabriz at 
the end of May. 

1 have in my former journal given a description of the road we 
were about to travel, consequently I shall restrict myself to such 
observations as may have novelty to recommend them. 

* ThU circumstance will bring to mind the ready obedience of the Persian 
nobles toCyrus, who, throwing off their robes, in their costly vests and embroi. 
dered drawers helped to disengage the carrisgcs of hts army, where they had 
been stopped in a narrow pass.See Anab. lib. i. c. 5. 

f It is mentioned by PictKi della Valle, tiiat, when he was at Isphaan, the 
E^gbili pave a superb carnage to Shall Abbas, who did not take so much notice 
of It as the present king, and did not even seat himself in it He looked at it 
once i it was then pat away, and never seen ^ter. 8vo ed. vol. ii. p. 
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On the north bank of the river Karaj, the king is building a 
palace surrounded by a fort, and a town which is y> be called* 
SuUmanieh, from the city of that name, which was taken from the 
Courdish Chief, Abdurakhman Pasha. The spoils of the captured 
city and country arc to defray the expenses of its construction. 
We found about one hundred peasants at work upon the fort, 
which is to be a square of two hundred yards, with four towers in 
front, and a gaU; in the middle of each side. The walls are made 
of sun-burnt bricks,with aprevious foundation of common stone, and 
the archways of the gates of bricki baked in a kiln. The bricks 
baked in the sun are composed of earth dug from pits in the 
vicinity, which is mixed up with straw, and then, from the form in 
which tliey have been cast, are arranged on a flat spot in rows, 
where tlie sun hardens them. This style of building is called the 
kah yily or straw and clay. The peasants who were at work had 
l>een as usual collected by force, and were superintended by several 
of the king’s officers, who, with hard words, and sometimes harder 
blows, hastened them in their operations. Their fate resembled 
that of the Israelites, who no doubt were employed in the same 
manner in buildings for Pharaoh, and with the very same sort of 
materials. Their bricks were mixed up with straw; they had to 
make a certain quantity daily, and their taskmasters treated 
them cruelly if their task was not accomplished. 'Hie complaints 
which they made were natural, and resembled the language used 
frequently on similar occasions by the oppressed in Persia; — 
“ There is no straw yiven unto thy servantSt and they say to us. Make 
brick} and behold thy servants are beaten: but the favU is in thine 
own people*** Exodus, v. 1C. 

Part of the labourers were occupied in treading mortar, part in 
bringing clay, and several were employed at the brick-kilns which 
had been erected in the immediate vicinity of the building, fur 
baking the bricks. 

The Persians like all Asiatics, have no invenUon, but build 
their cities upon one plan. First they make tlie palace, then the 
maidan or s(|uare, then the mosque, and then the bazaars. All 
these buildings were successively to be erected; and Suliman 
Mirza, one of the king’s younger sons, was then to be installed 
as the governor, with an appanage of several of the surrounding 
villages. Such is the charm of a jingle of words to the car of a 
Persian, that it is more than probable, that the fitness of seeing 
Suliman Mirza, governor of Sulimaiueh, was the principal reason 
that gave rise to the project of building a town. 

Immediately on passing the bridge over the Karaj, on the right 
hand, are to be seen tlie ruins of a fort, which stand upon an 
eminence, and which a man who was passing by called a castle of 
the Guebres. All ruins for which the people of the country 
cannot account are attributed to the Guebres; in the same man- 
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ner as in Turkey they arc attributed to the Giaours* There is 
•every probability that the last word is a corruption of the first, 
which is now only applied to fire-worshippers in Persia, but in 
Turkey to infidels in general. From this eminence is to be seen 
a very beautiful vale, green, and watered by the Karaj, which, 
issuing from the mountains, meanders in an easy course, as far as 
the bridge, where it is straightened in its channel and becomes 
more rapid and turgid. Its source is in a mountain called Koli 
Aureng lludbar, aliout five fursungs distant. As it descends into 
tlie plain its bed expands, and its waters arc drained off into dif¬ 
ferent channels for the purposes of irrigation. „ 

On the desert before we reached Casvin, in the grey of the 
morning we gave chase to two wild-asses, which the Persians call 
Gour Mur, but which had so much speed of our horses, that when 
they had got at some distance, tliey stood still and looked behind 
at us, snorting with their noses in the air, as if in contempt of our 
endeavours to catch them. The Persians sometimes succeed in 
killing them, but not without great dexterity and knowledge of 
their haunts. To effect this, they place relays of horsemen and 
dogs upon the track which they are known to pursue, and then 
hunt them toward the relays, wlien the fresh dogs and horses are 
started upon the half-exhausted animal. The whole of this ac¬ 
count agrees with Xenophon, who says that their horsemen had no 
other means of catching them than by dividing themselves into 
relays, and succeeding one another in the chase. 

lliis animal is common to the whole of Persia, although its 
pro]>er soil is Arabia. It is mentioned by Xenophon f in several 
places, and numbered among the wild animals fit for the chase. 
The modern Persians eat its flesh, and say it is better than that of 
the antelope. The ancients did the same, and it mast be supposed 
that when Herodotus classes'the ass among the animals which the 
rich Persians roasted whole and ate when they indulged themselves 
in better fare than usual, he means the wild ass. \ They appear 
to have been much more plentiful in the days of Olearius § (A. D. 
1637), who says, that, at an entertainment given by Shah Abbas 
to the ambassadors, thirty-two wild asses were turned into an en¬ 
closure to be shot and remarks that their flesh was csteeqfied so 
excellent as to be fit for the king*s food. 

The wild ass is of a light mouse colour, with a dark streak over 
its shoulders and down its back. The head is large, but it is 
much more light and lively than the common ass in its gait. It 
is of a most obstinate nature, and seems to be extremely refractory 

Kttl 4* Sfci iTii T/f ettuim^xirw' (^Xv rw 

ir;ex«v) ir«Xiv ixtt i vetvrx itwmw* eia’tt eu* %¥ 

d iiwni¥nt ei h^7e ha,hx,ifAi¥M ms 7wr»is. — Anab. lib. i 

f Cyropsdia,^lib. i. t HerodotUb, CUo, 13^ 

^ Olearius’s Travels p.735. 
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under any restraint. Buffbn says that it docs not differ from tlic 
domestic ass, except in its attributes of liberty and independence * 
he is decided in his opinion, that this is the animal called the 
onagrc, and not the zebra, whose native soil and climate is S^mth 
Africa, in the countries bordering upon the Cape of Good Hope.* 
The wildness and love of liberty which characterise this animal, 
are beautifully described by the prophet Jeremiah : A wifd ass 
used to the wilderness, that snvffffh up the wind at her jdcasure^ 
(ch. ii. V. 24.) And again, when their image is allied to all the 
horrors of a parched desert: And the. wild asses did stand in the 
hiyh places ; they snuffed up the wind like dragons : their eyes did fail 
because there was no grass* (ch. xiv. v. (>.) 

On the day before we reached Casvin, whilst we were encamped 
at the village of liassanabad, a violent wind arose from the east¬ 
ward called the Baofl liaz. It prevailed from the morning to 
about two o’clock p. m., when it changed about to the westward, 
and was then called the Baad Shekriar. At the time of the 
change, whirlwinds were to be seen in different parts of the plain, 
sweeping along the country in different directions, in a manner 
that was quite frightful to behold. They carried away in their 
vortex sjind, branches and the stubble of tlie fields, and really 
appeared to make a communication between the earth and the 
clouds. The correctness of the imagery used by the prophet 
Isaiah, when he alludes to tins phenomenon, is very striking to 
the Eastei n traveller ; The whirlwind shall take them away as stuh^ 
ble. (eh. lx. v. 2*1.) Chased as the chaff' of the mountaiiis before 
the wind, and like a rolling thing before the whirlwind* (eh. xvii 
V. 13.) 

In the Psalms, Ixxxiii. v. I.S., read, Make them like a wheel, 
as the stubble before the wind; which is ha]>pi]y illustrated by the 
rotary action of tlic whi^wind, which frequently impels a bit of 
stubble over a waste, just like a wheel set into ra])id motion. *1* 

The embassy reached Casvin on the first of .Tune, and before 
wo had entered it, we were met by the Miraldior (master of the 
horse) of Ali Nakce Mirza, one of the king's sons, and governor of 
the town, who led with him a horse, ornamented with a gold 
bridio and a Persian saddle, which he presented to the ambassador, 
on the part of his master. It has been mentioned, on a former 
occasion, that a bridle of gold, which means that the head>stall 
was covered with plates of gold, was always a mark of distinction 
in Persia, and such as Astyages gave to Cyrus. ^ 

* See Buflfbn, Hirtt. Nat du Z^bre, vol x. p. 175. 

f In this instance, the unginal word is the same as in the other, /Vom Isaiah 
{galzal ); no doubt the word is sometimes used for the wheel of a carnage ; 
but the attendant imagery in both instances here adduced compeft us to accept 
the meaning as given iii Isaiah, xvii.; or, as the Lexicons sometimes express it, 
pulvts rotatus. 

t Cjrropsedia, iib i. 

T 
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Casvin is a larger town in circumference than Teheran, though 
'not so j)op^lous. The vizier of the prince, Seid Ali Kiian by 
name, who a})pcared to us to possess more statistical knowledge 
than Persians in general, a»iured us, that he had measured the 
circumference of tliis city, and had found it 2000 gez (or yards) 
larger than tlie capital; that it contains 25,000 male inhabitants 
females and children not being counted; and that its manufuc* 
tures were velvets, brocades, ami JicrlmSf a coarse cotton cloth. 

'llic city is environed by vineyards and orchards to a consider¬ 
able extent, the former of which yield a grape celebrated througli- 
out Persia for the good wine it produces. 'I'lie vtne-dressers 
water their vines once in the year, which is twenty days after the 
festival of the No Hooz, about tlic 10th of April; and the vizier 
told us, that the soil, which h clayey, is so go(^, that the moisture 
it then imbibes suffices until the next irrigation. Water is a very 
scarce commodity at Casvin, and this is confirmed by the great 
iiuinl)ers of kanauta which are to be seen throughout its plain, and 
which conduct streams from very great distances. 

The ambassador visited the prince in a palace built by the 
Scffics who once held tlicir court in this city. T}i% entrance to 
it is by an Allah CapU an immense high gate covered with a 
cupola, which Della Valle, who saw it in its splendour, describes 
in these words: Non h depinta ue ornata di oro come r/uello di . 
SphakaUf ma e grande^ con prospettUm di piii ynacstu-, e dodro ha 
hellOy altoy e grande atrio per gli jHtrtien,^ The splendour of those 
days is now greatly altered, for ruins surround the palace, and the 
greater part of its once magnifioent buildings are themselves in 
almost total abandonment. We were led through long arched 
avenues, in which were dispersed a scanty train of servants, and 
xit length were introduced into a court, where we found the prince, 
in a detached building forming part of the palace, erected by the 
famous Nadir Shah, and seated on the very same spot in the 
apartment which that conqueror had formerly occupied. The 
comparison between the former and the present occuiiants, which 
was naturally excited in our minds by the occasion, ma<le the 
prince appear but a diminutive personage in our eyes, although 
he had very agreeable manners, and a countenance expressive of 
great goodness. 

There is a circumstance, in Chardin^s account of Casvin, which 
does not agree with his general accuracy. He says, three leagues 
from that city is a high mountain, called AlouvenU Seeking for 
a high mountain at that distance was in vain, for the highest 
point of the nearest range was comparatively low. I'he mountain 
of Alwend, to which he evidently alludes, is situated near Hama- 
dan, and distant at least 120 miles. I settled the bearing of 


* Viuvi di Pietro della Valley 8vo ed. voL IL p. SB3. 
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• Karaj from Casvin with precision, from the top of a ruined 
inos({ue, called Ihe^ Mesjid Bolaghoe; for a cape wlych projects* 
from tile range of Albors, which is seen from a considerable dis¬ 
tance and marks tiie site of that place, bears from the mosque 
S. 59° E. From this same summit may be seen a considerable 
part of the city, and tlie whole extent of the royal buildings. The 
prince has erected a high polygonal tower, for the purpose of 
taking the air, and looking about him; and although %ve could 
not help rejecting that he would have done better to restoi'e 
some of the fine buildings which were now in ruin, than to build 
ndw, yet his tower was not an unpictures^iue object, and no bad 
specimen of his taste. If it were seen in a Euro))can country it 
would he taken for an ol)scrvatory. Such, in lact, it may be 
called now; but it is to observe things below, and not those 
above. 

On the 2d of June we pitched at Siah Dehan, having travelled 
iivc fursungs, on a road so good by nature that a coach might 
have been driven upon it with as much safety as upon a turnpike 
road. Persia, in general, is a country well adapted for wheeled 
carriages, and with very little trouble excellent roads might be 
made, except in the passages from one plain to another, where 
the ruggedness of the mountains would present serious difficulties. 

This seems to have been the case when wheeled carriages were 
in use; for Darius, after the battle of Issus, kept to his car as 
long as he was in the ))lain, but was obliged to descend from it 
and mount his horse, when he came to the mountain passes.* 

I was lodged in the house of a peasant, which consisted of 
three rooms, one of which was twenty-four feet long and ten broad, 
was clean, well whitewashed, and superior to a peasant’s habit¬ 
ation in general. It was roofed by transverse beams over which 
were branches of trees, covered by a thick layer of mud plaster, 
which formed the terrace to the house. Opjiosite the door was 
deposited the peasant’s provision of corn in a bin built of mud 
bricks, which is perforated at the bottom, when the corn is brought 
into use. This same mode of keeping corn 1 remarked tlirough- 
out the village. 

ITie next day we pitched at the village of Farslnjeen, and the 
flay after at Abhar: during this jiart of our march, we strayed 
from the road, with our greyhounds and fowling-pieces in search 
of game. Tins tract, including the plain and mountains of Sul- 
tanich, is in fact the SAf^r Gtthy or hunting-place, of the King of 
Persia, where anteloi>es, partridges and bustards are found in 
almndaiice. On both days we saw herds of antelopes; and one of 
our dogs, a strong hound, succeeded in catching a female that 
was big with young. Had it not been for this circumstance, I 


* Arrian, Exp. of Alex. lib. ii. c. 5. 

y 2 
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doubt wliethcr wc sliould have over been successful; for althouj^h 
•we frequen(ly afterwards gave chase to thcm'in great numbers, 
yet we never came up with one; such is the great speed of this 
beautiful animal. 

The antelope is the most common animal of the deer kind in 
Persia ns it is in Arabia and Africa. This is probably the HopKkst 
which Xenophon enumerates among the wild animals which the 
Ten Thousand used to hunt in their passage through Syria*, 
although Mr. Spehnan has translated it roe^deer. The Persians 
call it ahoo^ but Hafiz, in one of his odes, compares it to his coy 
mistreas by the Arabic name of ffozal f, whicli has been adopted by 
the French in tjazclte*\ Ahoa-vheam, antelupc-oyed, is a common 
epithet in Persia, and, indeed, is very appropriate to describe the 
full jet black eye of the Persian women. 

The Persians pretend that they have dogs, and moreover horses, 
which can come up with them ; but that is very much to be 
doubted; alUiough, in their paintings of hunting-matches, they 
frequently represent the king on the full speed of his horse, put¬ 
ting his spear through an antelope. If they do catch them, it 
must be by relays, as has already been related of their mode of 
hunting the wild ass. I must mention, as an instance of the dex¬ 
terity of Persian horsemen, that when we wore near Kotnedia 
M^e saw one of the servants of our Mehmandar shoot a young 
antelope, with a single ball, from off his saddle, whilst his horse 
was on the full gallop. 

The bustards which we hunted are also most probably the 

Xenophon, for we found them to possess the same qualities 
which he describes, viz. making short flights, and becoming stion 
tired. They are a very difficult bird to approach with a gun, and 
we agreed that the best mode of hunting them was to ride at them 
on horseback. The I^ersians call this bird nltoo hareK or young 
antelope. This is not the only bird which they designate by tilt 
name of a beast, for the ostrich they call the shuter morgh^ or the 
camel bird. In the latter case the designation is excellent, for 
when the camel is coming end on (as the sailors would say) and 
only his two legs arc seen, it is difficult to distinguish him from 
an ostrich; but when seen at a distance on the desert in large 
numbers, it would be almost impossible to discriminate the one 
from the other, except, perhaps, by relative size. 

Abhar, our next station, may 1^ called a town, in comparison 
with the other places which we saw since our departure from 
Casvin; and, when at a distance presents an appearance of greater 
consequence than when it is more closely inspected. Arising 

• Anab. lib. i. o. 5. 

t “ O western breese, say kindly to that tender fawn, you have driven me 
to the mountains and deserts.*' 

t bee Bufibn, vol. x. art. GatcUc 
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aboTC tlio tr(*(*s arc seen some ruined walls, which occupy an 
height called by the natives Caleh Darahy or, the Castle of I)arius.> 
Their materials ai% l^ge mud bricks, mixed up with Itraw, baked 
in the sun, the same which I remarked at Key, at the Atesh (Hah 
at Ispahan, and the same also, perhaps, as tiiosc of Babylon. 
Those circumstances will give greater force to the reasoning of 
Major Uennel, who, as far as 1 can judge, only wanted the attest¬ 
ation of some existing remains of antiquity on the spot, to prove 
it to be the ancient Habor, one of the three places to which the 
tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh, were sent into captivity.* 

•The appearance of the king’s palace at Sultanieh, situated on a 
conspicuous eminence, rising from the plain, with a small village 
close to it, and ijic town of Sultanieh almut two miles from it, is 
a scene like that wliieh Xenophon relates the Greeks to have 
found not far from the Tigris, -j- The modern kings of Persia 
have palaces in many parts of their dominions, whither they resort 
for the climate or for the chase. To these palaces are attached 
villages in which provisions | arc collected for the use of the 
court, as soon as the motions of the king are decided. The king’s 
principal summer palace is Sultanieh ; besides that he has others 
at Ojan, near Tabriz, at the Bagh-i-Fcen, at Jajrood near Tehe¬ 
ran. at Cheshmeh Ali in Khorassan, at the Bagh Zcmcrood near 
Demawend, at Zavich on the road to Hamadan, and many more 
of whtcli it would be too tedious to give the enumeration. 

When wc had reached Zengan, the ambassador paid a visit to 
the prince governor, a youth of very amiable manners. On ap¬ 
proaching his habitation wc found carpets spread under a wall in 
the street, where his vizier was seated transacting business. This 
custom may illustrate what Job said of the days of his prosperity, 
when he prepared his scat in the street, § (ch. xxix. 7.) 

On the 10th we reached Giiltajieh, and departed very early the 
next morning to cross the Kizzel Ozan River, and the Coflan 
Koh, in order to reach the sultry town of Mianeh before the great 
heat of mid-day. 

The (IJoflan Koh is a range of mountain which would be well 
worthy the notice of a geologist. Its stratifications have been 
thrown together by some great commotion into the most extrava¬ 
gant positions. In some places they arc pcr])cndicular, in others 
almost horizontal. On the south side of the Kizzil Ozan is one 
limb of the mountain, almost entirely composed of chalk, here and 
tlicrc with schistose strata intervening; and on the right of the 
road, in the descent from Gultapch, arc hills apparently of clay, 
of conical forms, more or less distended, the strata of which are as 

• Pennell’s Geo. Syst. of Herodotus, p. 389. f Anabasis, lib. iii. c.4. 

♦ Ibid. 

(, This word in the original means a broad place, where was room for ad. 
ministering justice. 

T 3 
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horizontal as if mathematically designed. An immense tract of 
barren country is seen from the heights above Gultapeb, which 
extends its^f to the westward on both sidts '«f the Kizzil Ozan, 
and also towards Zengan. In some places it appears to have been 
nearly in a state of fusion, as if an immense volume of liquid soil 
had been set in motion, and its sluggish masses had settled 
themselves as the impulse might lead them : in others, as if some 
powerful engine had broken these masses, and left them in unequal 
fragments. 

We experienced at Mianeh one of the many instances in Persia 
of a great difference of climate between two contiguous regions. 
At Aukkend and Gultapeh the air was so cool as to be even dis> 
agreeable during some part of the twenty-four hours. At Auk¬ 
kend, in the hottest part of tlic day, Fahrenheit’s thcrmoinetei 
stood at 75 °; at Mianeh at 

On the day of our arrival at Tekmehdash we met a Persian 
c.iuippaTy or courier, who was travelling in the greatest haste to 
the king from Erivan, with intelligence that tlie revolt of the 
Georgians against the Russians was daily increasing. He wore 
a long linen bandage that was tightly wound aliout him in many 
folds, which the Persians say is of great support to the body. 
This will perhaps explain what Herodotus * means by 

which I<archer has rendered by ** bon niarcheur.” If it 
be intended to denote a man on foot, the many bandages with 
which the Persian cossuhy or foot messengers, bind Iheinselves, 
will also afford a good illustration. They arc generally so tightly 
zoned that they can scarcely stoop, and they dso bandage their 
legs, and tighten their trousers, to be less encumbered in 
walking. 

Before we reached our encampment at Ojan, we were sur¬ 
prised by the appearance of a coach and six making its way over 
a rugged mountain, which the prince royal, as a mark of attention, 
had sent for the ambassador’s convenience. It was dragged by 
six horses of the artillery, driven by Persian artillerymen, and 
mancenvred as a gun. It had been given by the Empress 
Catherine to the Armenian patriarch, who had presented it to 
the ])rince; and although it was still in good repair, yet tbp an¬ 
tiquity of its form, its history, its travels, the very spot upon which 
it stood, and particularly the mode by which it had been brought 
thither, all combined to render it one of the mc^t curious objects 
that we had seen since we had been in Persia. Another sur¬ 
prise that awaited us was the sight of a troop of Persian horse- 
artillery, dressed like Europeans, with shaven chins, with English 
arms and accoutrements, booted and spurred, riding with long 
stirrups, who, headed by an English officer, had come to salute 
the ambassador as he alighted at his tent door. 

• Clio, 72. 
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Ojan is now a ch&nerii or pasturage^ entirely appropriated to • 
the use of the priuec. A city of that name was situated upon 4 , 
which the Persians say was Ji considerable extent^but its only 
remains are a number of wells that arc here and there concealed 
under the high grass. On the summit of the hills^ to the south- 
ward, arc to be seen collections of large stones, like drtiidical 
remains, close to the road, which the natives call jangooy places of 
council, where the chiefs of former times u.s(*d to meet to consult 
on their political affairs. These stones arc arranged in a long 
square, and present nothing remarkable but their size and un¬ 
couthness. 

The mountain of Savalan, one of the highest in Persia, upon 
which the Persians say the ark of Noah rested, and which is 
situated in a range of mountains near to Ardebil, is seen from 
Ojan, on a bearing of N. 674® K. 

Kvery honour that could be devised was shown by the princ" 
to the amlrassador on our entry into Tabriz. The chief personage 
who came out on the occasion was a child, apparently not more 
than ten years old, but who was the king's son-in-law. lie was 
the son of Mirza Bozurk, one of the king's ministers resident at 
Tabriz, and had lately been married to a daughter of the king. 
European military honours were also added to those of Persia; 
for, as we approached the town, disciplined troops lined the road 
to a considerable distance, and presented arms as we passed, 
wliilst a numerous band of drummers and lifers headed our pre¬ 
clusion, playing country dances and reels in a manner truly 
astonishing, when wc considered that Persians were the performers. 
Twenty guns were fired as a salute to the ambassador on reaching 
the house appointed for his habitation, in a style tliat would liave 
done credit to any artillery. 


One of tlie miMst remarkable facts, in the modem history of Asia, 
is*the introduction of European discipline in the armies of Persia. 
When we have seen such discipline entirely destroyed in one 
Mahomedan state, in spite of the efforts of the government to 
maintain it— when tlie prejudices of the Mahomedan religion 
are considered, and particularly the doctrine of predestination 
which it inculcates, it must remain a matter of surprise how it 
has commenced, maintained, and strengthened itself in Persia. 
It had not indeed janissaries to oppose it, as in Turkey, but it 
was cried down by some of the princes, and derided by many of 
the nobles; and, if it had not been for the personal exertions of 
of Abbas Mirza, it must have fallen. Abbas Mirza, in fact, must 

y 4 
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be looked upon as the origin, the support, and the chief promoter 
pf it, and consequently the benefactor of his country. 

In one of^iis first interviews witH the ambassador, he de^ribed, 
with great ndivet^, what were the first motives which induced him 
to attem))t its introduction among his troops. He said, that lie 
soon found out that it was in vain to fight the Russians without 
soldiers tike theirs; and that their artillery could only be opposed 
by artillery; and that all his efforts to make an impression upon 
them, with his undisciplined rabble, had uniformly been unsuc> 
cesstul. His first essays in discipline were attended with little 
success; because he had, in the outset, to combat the prejudiec*^ 
of the I’ersian recruits themselves, who rejected the idea of being 
assimilated in any manner to FirengeeSf and particularly to Rus¬ 
sians, whom their national hatred made them despise, or perhaps 
their fear caused them to hate, more than all other Kuropeans. 
To efface such impressions, the prince said that lie himself was 
obliged to adopt a soldier's dress, and to submit to learn the 
military exercise from a Russian; that he commenced with 
twenty or thirty men at a time, whom he caused to be drilled in 
a ^paratc court by themselves, in order that they might not he 
cx{K>sed to the ridicule of the populace; and that it was not until 
he had ordered liis nobles to follow his example, and handle a 
musket, that he found his scheme making any progress. So far 
he had succeeded in teaching a few of his men the platoon exer¬ 
cise, to march abreast, to turn about at the word of command, 
and to beat a drum; but he wanted officers, and he very probably 
would have got no farther, if the French embassy from Huonaparte 
had not arrived in Persia at that time; when the officers attached 
to it were put into commands of large bodies, and they advanced 
his views to the utmost of his expectations. Wliat were but the 
rudiments of military science, appeared to him its perfection; 
and, notwithstanding he afterwards discovered how little his first 
levies had learnt, yet still, in KH^ollection of the pleasure which 
their appearance had given him, he ever afVer entertained a 
greater partiality for them tlian for his other troops. 

The Knglish mission, which .succeeded the French, also sup- 
])1ied him with officers; and his first wish was to raise a corperof 
artillery, which was done by Lieutenant Lindsay, an officer of the 
Madras army, in a manner truly astonisliing. The effect that the 
sight of it produced upon us at Ojan has l^en already described. 
The xeal of this officer was only to be equalled by the encourage¬ 
ment of the prince; who, putting himself above all prejudices, 
resisting the jealousy of his officers and the cabal of courtiei^ 
liberally adopted every method proposed, and supported Lieutenant 
Lindsay against every difficulty that was thrown in his way. He 
gave him full power to punish his recruits in any manner he 
chose, and gave him unlimited control over his troop. It was 
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only upon the article of shaving off beards, that the prince was' 
inexorable; nor would the sacrifice of them have ever taken place 
if it had not happened, that, on firing the guns befeg'e the prince, 
a powder horn exploded in the hand of a gunner, who by good 
luck had been gifted with a long beard, which in one instant was 
blown away from his chin. Lieutenant Lindsay, who did not 
lose this opportunity to prove his argument on the encumbrance 
of beards to soldiers, immediately produced the scorched and 
mutilated gunner before the prince, who was so struck with his 
woful api)earance, that the abolition of military beards was 
uisUmtly decided upon. 

The serbaZf or infantry, were placed under the command of 
Major Christie of the Bombay army, an officer of the greatest 
merit, who inspired Ids troo{» with an esprit de corpsy that mani¬ 
fested itself on many occasions. Abbas Mirza, who was partial 
to the corps disciplined partly by the French and partly by him¬ 
self, thinking that it had acquired more steadiness from its having 
been longer embodied than Maj(»r Christie’s, one day proposed a 
sham fight, in which he would lead his corp.s, and Christie his. 
They were drawn out, and the prince’s troops attacked with gri^at 
vigour those of Christie; who, however, ordering a charge of 
liayoncts, put the others to flight. Christie’s men, who perhaps 
did nut fully understand that this was intended for play, and 
who had been wanned by their success, were lieard to exclaim, 
“ Oh, that we had ball-cartridges! ** 

'Die prince complained to the ambassador, that even now, tho 
new system which he had introduced had a great many enemies, 
and the most powerful one was his brother, Mahomed AH Mirza; 
who had endeavoured to render him and hk nezam (discipline) 
odious to the Persians, by attempting to show that, in adopting 
the customs of the infidels, lie was subverting the religion of 
Islam, which to this day had been upheld by the same sword and 
the same discipline that had served Mahomed in its establishment* 
“ In order to counteract this,” said the prince, “ I caused a pas- 
siige in the Koran, that is favourable to the improvement of the 
means of attack and defence in the cause of religion, to be copied, 
to scaled and approved by the chiefs of the law in Persia^ and 
disseminated throughout the country.” 

’i'hc English officers who were employed in Persia, notwith¬ 
standing the prince's zeal for improvement, still found many im¬ 
pediments in their way, originating from the confined ideas which 
the prince himself had of military science. The necessity of a 
strict subordination of ranks seemed to him incompreh^sible. 
He did not see why the lieutenant, the serjeant, and even the 
common soldier, should be debarred the privilege of speaking to 
him upon matters of service; and why every thing should first be 
reported to the commanding officer. It was long before he could 
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' seize the true routine of service, and was slow to discover the 
necessity of adhering scrupulously to regulations, which appeared 
to him to clog rather than to facilitate. AfteV he had one day 
listened with great patience to a detail of the laws and regulations 
of our service, he exclaimed with a deep sigh, « This discipline is 
a most difficult thing; ” which proved that he merely looked upon 
'it as the art of making men act in a body by a single word of 
command, without reflecting upon all the hidden machinery 
which was necessary to be kept in constant motion, to produce the 
simple result which Ik* so much admired. . The greatest diffi¬ 
culties in the way of our officers, were the knavery and intrigue 
of the Persian officers appointed by the prince to aid them in 
their different commands. The men ihcinsclves tliey found most 
docile and tractable, receiving the discipline quicker than even 
l^nglishraen; but the moment a mirza or a khan interfered, ail 
was trouble and dispute. As, for instance, a mirza, who was 
appointed to pay the men, would keep a per-centage from each 
mail for himself; sums which he received for tlie supplies of 
dress, furniture, &c., he would would detain to trade with, or 
put out to usurious interest. A man of some consequence was 
one day discovered to have stolen two muskets; and similar 
instances of knavery might be cited without end. 

In addition to these difficulties, the officers found that the 
method of providing recruits was defective. They were in general 
taken from the wandering tribes of Adcrbigian, who are bound to 
each other by the ties of clanship, and arc dways ready to support 
each other upon the most trivial occasion. This produced a 
constant tendency to what we should call mutiny, hut which they 
style making the arzCf or an exposition. As raw materials for 
soldiers, nothing could be better than the Eelauts. Accustomed 
from their infancy to a camp life, habituated to all sorts of hard¬ 
ships and the vicissitudes of weather, they are soldiers by nature. 
They have undertaken incredible marches without scarcely any 
food, and without a murmur. In such qualities, they will 
perhaps equal any troops in the world; but they are greatly 
deficient in the soldier’s first art, the art of dying. Accustomed 
to their old modes of fighting, where every man, independei\t of 
the otlier, first took care of his own safety before he thought of 
killing his enemy, they did not relish our system. A Persian, 
talking to one of our officers upon that subject, said very in¬ 
geniously, “ If there was no dying in the ease, how gloriously the 
Persians would fight! ” 'i'heir ideas of courage are indeed totally 
different from ours. They look upon courage as a quality which 
a man may iiave, or have not, as he may feel at the moment. 
One of the king's generals, who has the reputation of being a 
coura^ous man, was not ashamed to own, that he and a large 
body of troops had been kept at bay by two Russian soldiers. 
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who alternately fired their muskets at themy and at length obliged* 
them to move away. In talking of the liussians, they say tiigt 
they are so divested of feeling, that, rather than retiPe, they die on 
the spot. 

Abbas Mirza himself is said to be personally brave, at)d that in 
his different encounters with the Xiussians he has risked himself, 
further than necessity required. He punishes cowardice, an in-' 
stance of which wc witnessed. One of his generals, Mahomed 
15eg, had, on some emergency, quitted his post, and run away. 
The prince degraded him from his rank, tied liis hands iK'hind his 
back, ])ut a wooden sword by his side, seated him on an ass, with 
his face towards the tail, and thus paraded him through Tabriz. 

After the first visits of ceremony were over, the ambassador 
scarcely jiassed a day, for a month after, without spending several 
hours in the company of tlie prince, when formality and etiquette 
were laid aside, and when his royal highness entered into all the 
details of his government, without the smallest reserve. Although 
sincerity be not the virtue of his country, and although we were 
warned not to forget tJiat he also was a i'ersian, yet such appear¬ 
ance of candour was there in his manner, accompanied by such 
engaging aftability, that we all permitted ourselves to believe that 
he was us superior in mind to the rest of his countrymen, as he 
certainly was in his exterior qualities. Seldom have 1 met, in 
any country, a man so fascinating as Abbas Mirza. His counte¬ 
nance is always animated, his smile is agreeable, and his convers¬ 
ation is full of ndivtte and pleasantry. In his dress* he is 
scarcely to be distinguished from other persons, for he generally 
wears the kaikky the common manufactured cotton stuff of 
Persia, made up into a single-breasted ca6a, with a Cashmerian 
shawl round his waist. The greatest piece of finery belonging to 
him is a diamond-hiltcd dagger, which once was the property of 
Lutf All Khan, and which, on a former emergency, he threatened 
to sell, in order to defray some arrears of pay to his troops. He 
wears Knglish boots and expressed great admiration at the hel¬ 
mets of our light dragoons, wliicli lie said be would make no 
scruple to wear. 

•To Europeans he is studiously polite: when they visit him, he 
enters into that sort of conversation which shows a mind eager for 
information. His rapid manner of talking, which at first appears 
affected, is quite natural to him, and gives an appearance of sin¬ 
cerity to what he says, because it does not look premeditated. He 
is fond of reading, and his studies arc principally restricted to the 
historians of his country, of which the Shah Nameh of Ferdousi 
is his favourite. He expresses great anxiety to be informed about 

* In thi8 respect, and upon the same principle, he is like Alexander. Ouitu, 
euraque corporis hand multum supra privati nu,dum eminens. Quint. Curt 
lib. 1 . ch. 4. , 



SS2 ArPENDlX. 

the different states of Europe ; and has got together a large col¬ 
lection of English l>ooks, which he frequently, looks at without 
understanding^ them, and is always devising plans for getting them 
translated, hut liitherto without success. A copy of the Ency¬ 
clopaedia llritannica was given to him; and it is related that, in 
his wish to find out a piece of mechanism, wliich he was desirous 
to have made, he had the patience to turn over all the volumes of 
that work, until he came to what be wanted. lie has also got 
a collection of maps from the printing-press at Constantinople, 
which he has studied, and which has rendered him about the best 
geogra])her in his country. Our conclusions upon the character 
of thili prince were, that, if he had received an enlightened edu¬ 
cation, and had been brought up with examples of virtue and 
honour constantly before him, he %vould not only have been an 
ornament to Ids country, but would have classed with the best of 
men and the best of princes. 

On our arrival at Tabriz, we found a Russian officer there, who 
had been despatched by the Russian commandcr-in-chief in Georgia, 
the ambassador, witli letters, which contained the wishes of the 
Russian government that a negotiation for peace with Persia 
might l)c entered upon through Rritish mediation. Some recent 
disturbances in Georgia, favourable to their cause, had elated the 
Persians so much, that they were not in a liumour to listen to the 
proposals which the Russians were inclined to make; but much 
being still to be done through our interference, the prince did not 
refuse the ambassador's wish of despatching one of his suite, in 
company with the Russian officer, to Teflis, for the purpose of 
more precisely ascertaining from the Russian general, wliat were 
the ultimate terms of Russia, and whether he had plenipotentiary 
powers to treat In one of our conferences with Mirza Rozurk, 
in M'hieh the utility of Georgia to Persia, as a possession, was 
dis< ussed, he made a remark that was truly characteristic of an 
Asiatic logician. Taking hold of his beard, he said, This is of 
no use, but it is an ornament." 

Not long after, we received letters from Tefiis, informing the 
ambassador that the general was invested with full powers to ne¬ 
gotiate; that he recommended an immediate armistice should take 
place; to effect which, he had ordered all incursions into the Per¬ 
sian territory to cease; and that he himself was ready to meet the 
prince on the frontier, for the purpose of entering upon the 
negotiation. When tliis letter came, 1 was despatched by the 
ambassador to Abbas Mirza, who liad been for some time en¬ 
camped with part of his army in the pasture of Yam, about eight 
fursungs from Tabriz, on the road to Marand and Nakhjuwan. 

I set off, at sunset, with two servants and a guide, and aiTived 
at ten o'clock at Soffian, where it was necessary to refresh myself 
and horses. Carpets were spread for me at the top of Ket 
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Khoda’s house, where 1 sat for an hour in the moonlight, re* 
freshed by auh rh^gh, a sort of butter-miik; and three hours afh*r 
we reached the prince’s camp, the white tents of which, by the 
help of the moon, we distinguished from a considerable distance. 
A dead stillness reigned throughout the camp; and such was the 
want of precaution, that we were in the centre of thousand 
pavilions white as snow,” without having been challenged by a 
single person. By chance I discovered the tent of Mr. Campbell, 
the prince’s surgeon, where 1 reposed till the morning, when at 
an early hour the latter was awakened by a summons iVum the 
prince to attend him in the chase. 

We heard cries and loud sliouts, trampling of horses, people 
running about in haste, and all the camp in motion. On looking 
through a slit in the tent, the first ])crson I perceived was the 
prince himself on horseback, who had issued forth without having 
given sufficient notice to his attendants, who, yet half awake, were 
hastening to join him in all speed. The prince returned from 
his excursion at about noon. He had lu'cn on the hills which 
surrounded his camp, in the hope of meeting a tiger, which had 
been seen a short time before by shepherds. This animal is known 
to exist in this part of Persia; for Mr. Camj>bell possesses the 
skill of a royal tiger that was killed here not long ago; but in> 
stances of its being seen arc very rare. In addition to his usual 
hunting equipages, the prince had taken witli him a battalion of 
his trained infantry, who were to surround the spot where it was 
hktly the animal was lurking, and to rouse him by the beating of 
drums. All their elforts, however, proved unsuccessful: the prince 
and his attendants consoled themselves by firing with balls across 
a valley, at a stone for a mark, which produced a continual dis> 
charge of musketry, of the noise of which the Persians are ex¬ 
tremely fond, Mr. Campbell, who had witnessed the scene, said 
that it was truly extraordinary to see the dangerous places to 
which the prince and his followers urged their horses. Indeed, 
they hold it as a fact, that a hor.se will find footing wherever a 
man can do the same; consequently, an ascent however steep, or 
a soil however difficult, scarcely ever stops them. On this occasion, 
they rambled about on the tops of the mountains, until an im¬ 
mense precipice completely impeded their progress. The prince, 
however, sent one of his men to see if it were possible to pass it, 
who, urging his horse to the very brink of the chasm, stretched 
his neck over, and, looking about him, reported that it was difficult, 
but that he thought they might sum'ed to cross it. Upon whicli 
the prince rode to the same spot himself, and, having coolly sur¬ 
vey^ tlie danger, confessed that it was rather too great to be 
risked. They came down the bank of a very shelving mountain, 
which overlooked the camp; anij shortly after, he reached his 
tenb saluted by his troops and their music. 
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He liad not lon|^ aliffhtcd before he sent me two panuTs of fruit, 
present, and, sliortly after, one of liis office^ came to request 
my attendandl'. After having t>ecn introduced with the usual 
forms I was desired to seat myself on the felt carpet {nummud) 
opposite to the prince. He himself was seated tailor-Hkc, at one 
extremity of the tent, with his cap on one side, leaning forwards 
in a playful manner over his knees. On one side of him was an 
inkstand and some papers and at the other extremity of the tent 
was llyder AU Khan, one of his favourite officers. After saying 
some obliging things, he asked me for the letters of which I was 
the bearer, which 1 then delivered to him. One of them contained 
a sketch of the treaty recently concluded between liussia and 
Turkey, over wliieh he pondered with considerable attention for 
a long while, without opening his lips. He then made a sign to 
Hydcr Ah Klinn to withdraw, and, requiring me to come close to 
him, he made some very shrewd remarks upon the different arti¬ 
cles of the treaty, showing himself a perfect master of the nature 
of the political relations that existed between those two states. 
Among the letters of which 1 was the bearer was the one from 
Teflis, to the contents of which he paid the most minute attention; 
and when I informed him that, by desire of the Rassian genet ah 
the gentleman sent was about returning to us, ihrougli Karabagh, 
by Ganja and Sliisheb, in order to inspect the Russian possessions 
in that part of the country, the prince exclaimed, “ Ah, I know 
those wiles of old; they will make him believe that they are very 
strong, when it is all the contrary. On the one day thc^frltill 
march a set of men before him; and on the next, changing their 
dress, they will exhibit the very same set as fresh troo)>s newly 
arrived.’’ He finished this part of the conference by saying, that 
he would think upon what was now to Ik* done, that he would 
write to the ambassador, and that at night he would send for me 
again, to tell me what was his determination. He then conversed 
upon indillcrent subjects; and when I told him of our agreeable 
sensations upon iKdiolding his troop of horse-artillery at Ojan, and 
that we felt ourselves, in some measure, transported to England, 
his eyes glistened with the most lively pleasure, and he said, 
“ Well, that is just what Mirza Abul Hassan Khan has told me. 
He assured me, that on entering Adcrhigian he thought himself 
again in England; and that, if the Persians want to see what 
Englanfl is, tliey have only to look at the country over which 1 
govern." Poor prince! could he but take one look at England, 
how great would be the revolution in his ideas! How great 
would be the probable consequences to the whole of his country, 
and perhaps to the whole of Asia! 

After our conference, the prince sent me more fruit piled up in 
china l)owls, cooled with ice, placed upon a silver tray, and co¬ 
vered witli a shawl napkin, for wliich, according to Eastern custom. 
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I exclaimed, “ May the prince’s prosperity increase,” and gave to 
the bearer of the present a small donation of money. . 

At about nine (vclock in the evening, the priyce sent me a mcs« 
sage, saying, that, if 1 would caff^y dinner now. lie would send 
for me two bout's after. Accordingly, at about midnight, a con- 
iidential servant, attended by large lanterns, conducted me to his 
master, whom I found seated alone in the same place as the morn¬ 
ing, and with his tent lighted up by one taper, lie made me sit 
down alioiit a yard opposite to him, near the light, and dictated to 
me, whilst I wrote in my poc’ket-book what 1 was to say to the 
ambassador. I then took my leave, and, immediately mounting 
my horse, reached Tabriz the next morning at eight o’clock, just 
us the arnbassiidor was at breakfast. 

The position of afluirs In'tween Persia and Turkey became very 
critical about this time; and the whole of our inHuence was re¬ 
quired, both at Constantino])]e and in Persia, to keep them from 
hostilities. 

It will be remembered that Abdurakliman Pasha, the Courd, 
after having been defeated by Maliomed Ali Mirzii, w;is restored 
to his capital, Sulinianieh, on condition of paying tribute and 
giving hostages to the King of Persia. Tliis arrangement gave 
umbrage to Abdulla, Pasha of Bagdad, who applied to the l^orte 
for a iirman to take olF the head of Abdurakliman. and to take 
Sulinianieh under his own jurisdiolion. The iirman having been 
granted, the J*aslia of Bagdad drew out bis forces, and. proceeded 
to J||khis orders into execution, lie was met by Abdurakliman 
when a battle ens'iied, in which the latter, after having been 
defeated, tied to Kermaiisliah to seek the protection of Mahomed 
Ali Mir/a, whilst his capital and property fell into the hands of 
the Turks. Mahomed Ali INIirza, who long had waited for a pre¬ 
text to induce the king to permit him to attack Bagdad, imme¬ 
diately espoused the cause of his refugee, and in the strongest 
terms endea\oured to show that the interference of the Turkish 
government was an insult to Persia: he urged that liis honour 
was decjily engaged to keep the Courd in jiossession of his city; 
and threatened, if he were not allowed to reinstate Abdnrakhman 
I’asJia, he would seek a remedy for his shame by a ])oniurd. The 
king, whose jirupensity to attack Bagdad was as .strong as that of 
liis son, was only hindered from following that propensity by tbe 
fear of odending the English ainba.ssador, who, in the most active 
manner, had interposed to keep the two stat(^ on good terms. On 
the first solicitation of his son, the king had sent a considerable 
force to watch the result of the contest lietween Abdurakliman 
Pasha and the Pasha of Bagdad, and made use of the ancient 
Parthian policy on this occasion*, for he gave secret orders to his 

* Inter Cssarcas acics dWersaque airaa 
Pugnacea dubium Parthi tcimcre favorem 
Coutcnti fecisse duos.’* — Lucan. Ub. lii. 
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commander to conduct himself in such a manner as not to take 
any decided part before the coml>at, but to side witli tlie conqueror. 
When it was‘Known that the pasha had been victorious, the king 
took the merit to himself of haviflg assisted the I'urks. 

The differences between the two countries were heightened by 
some circumstances offensive to the king, which had arisen frutn 
the treaty of jicace concluded between Turkey and Russia; and 
it was only by the personal influence and active interference of 
our ambassador, that his majesty was prevailed upon not to u^e 
coercive measures for reinstating Abdurakhman Taslia in the 
possession of Sulimanieh. 

During the whole of these transactions the Turkish governmi'iit 
had a resident minister at the court of Persia, in the person of 
Yasiu Zadeh Effendi, wlio took but little share in them. He re¬ 
sided at Tabriz at the same time as we; and it was hinted to him. 
how useful to the interests of his state would be a visit from liim 
to the English ambassador, whose influence hitherto had jireventod 
the Persians from attacking Ragdad. The Kffendi acknowledged 
how much his government was ind(‘l)ted to tlic interference of the 
English ambassador, but said that, as he had most positive orders 
from his court iH>t to visit liiin first, he was running the risk of his 
life if he disobeyed those orders, and tliat therefore he must stay 
at home. 

By order of the ambassador, 1 visited Yasin Zadeli, whose bouse 
was situated in a remote part of the city, and was introducedjnto 
a room, where, contrary to the Persian mode of furniture, cu^Hb-s 
were placed against the wall. The effendi came in soon aftenimd 
although we were in the middle of summer (8d July), lie was 
heaped o^er with fur pelisses. He was a shrivelled old man, 
clean in his dress, of placid appearance, and of very polished man¬ 
ners. The few words which lie spoke, at tlie commencement of 
our interview, were expressive of Iiis thanks for the attentions of 
our ambassador, and he hinted with satisfaction atsthe long and 
ancient friendship which m long had existed between Turkey and 
England. His .slow and methodical manner was strongly con¬ 
trasted to that which we had boon accustomed to see in the lively 
and animated Persians; but little by little he became more com¬ 
municative, particularly when he found that I had been at Con¬ 
stantinople, and was acquainted with its localities. StainOxfl, to a 
Turk, is the centre of all earthly joys; and as .soon as we got uiKin 
that subject he became quite garrulous. He made a long list of 
complaints of all the miseries he had endured in Persia; how the 
water wa.s bad, the bread coarse, the climate disagreeable; and how 
constantly he bewailed the want of the comforts of Stambol, and 
how anxious he was to get back to them. The room in which we 
were seated looked upon a small basin of water, in which was 
placed a little ship completely rigged, at which tlie old man was 
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wont 10 look, as a rceolU'ctioii of his dear Bosphorus. When • '• 
eonwrse-J on politics, 1 found him in almost total igiKjnuuo . i, 
%vhai was then ])nssin<? in the world. He asked nie ijuest'o-'. 
about eients that had taken place nriny nionllis htdore; and as !•• 
was <;eneiidly six months at a lime without hearing? from his co-m ' 
all Ills infoi ni.ition was gleaned from the'I'.itars. who <»ccasioii.,iiy 
were si‘nt to tlie Knglish ainhassathir from (.'onstantiiiopli*. 

The affairs hetween Turkey and Persia conlini^ for some li' ■ 
after to wear an unsettled appearance, altiiough hostilities h al 
ceased on llie Bogdtid frontier, owing to tlie cmrijwomise v.Iu u 
th^ pasha of tliat place had agreed to make, h\ iiaying dov. u 
certain sum in ready money as a conijiensation for the evp^.J.'. 
tii.it IVnsia had incurred in her inteifeicnce fur Abduiakluo. u 
Pasha. 

V' i* had not long been at Tahri/ hefou* oiir party was joined I v 
tJie iii'v. AVilliani Canning ami the Rev. Henry Martyn. 'I’hi' 
toiinei was iLi.ichctl to our embassy as chaplain; the latter, wlioii 
Ml* had left at Shfrar, omployeil in the translation of the Ni'u 
i'esunnent into the Jh rsian language, having com]ileted that < !)- 
ject. Tvas on his way to (’onstantinoj)le. Both these gentlern n 
liad suHerod greatly in health dining their journey from Shir.i/ 
Mr. Martyn had scarcely liad time to recovs*r his strength benne 
lie deparu'd again. He remained some time with the Armen .m 
p.itriaicli and his monks at Ktclimiat/in, and Ins memory is higl ly 
i c amongst them. He had a relapse of his fever in 'J'lirkey : 

travelled v.dfh a Tatai—a inode evidently too violent fin 
hi'^^BlrK frame—In'* disorder obliged him to stoji at 'J’oeal, whei* 
h<‘died. The Persians, wiio weie struck with his humility, bis 
patience, and resignation, called him a mn<f} khodaiy a man td 
Ood; and indeed every action of liis life seemed to !>e bent 1 >- 
wards the one object of advancing the interest of tlie Christi-m 
leligion. When he was living at Shiraz, employed in histr.r';- 
he neither sought nor sliuiuted the siK’iety of thenativ.^, 
n.inyof whom constantly drew him into arguments about rellgs •, 
with flic mtoutum of jtersuading him of tlie truth and ovcelle' i 
of tlieirs. His .inswers were such as to sliniulnle them to farlli- r 
irgnvients; and in spite of their jiride. the piincipal niollahs, w.no 
had lieaid of his reputation, paid him flic first \jsit, and < • 
ilciavoured in every way to entangle him in his talk. At long a 
Ik* thought that the lx‘st mode of silencing them was by writing .v 
lejdy to the arguments which the\ brought both against our 
lief and in favour of their own. His tiact was circulated throu; fi 
diflercnt parts of Persia, and was sent from hand to hand to 1 e 
answered. At length it made its wav to the king’s court, and i 
mollah of high consideration, who resided at Hamadaii, and vvlio 
was e‘'teemed one of tlie best controversialists in the country, w.u 
oracred to answer it. Aftei the lapse of more a year he d d 
% 
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answer it; hut such were the Ktronf; positions taken by Mr. Martyn, 
•that the Persians tlicinselves were ashamed of the futility of their 
own attein]»\s to break tlioni down ; for, after they had sent their 
answer to the ambiissadur, they requested that it might he returned 
to them agjiin, as another answer was preparing to be given.* 
Such answer lias never yet been given; and we may infer from 
this circutnstan^ that if> in addition to the Scriptures some plain 
treatises of tlie Wdences of Christianity, accompanied by strictures 
upon the falseness of the doctrines of Maliomed, were translated 
into Persian, and disseminated throughout that country, very 
favourable effects would lie punluced. Mr. Martyn caused a copy 
of his translation to lie beautifully written, and to be prt*sented liy 
the ambassador to the king, who was pleased to receive it very 
graciously. A copy of it was made by Mirza Baba, a Persian, 
who gave us lessons in the Persian language; and lie said, that 
many of his countrymen asked his permission to take Mr. Martyn’s 
tianslation to their homes, where tlicy kept Jt for several diiys, and 
expressed themselves much edified by its contents. }lut whilst he 
was employed in eopjingit, mollahs (the Persian scribes) used 
fre()uently to sit with him and revile him for undertaking such a 
woik. On reading tlie passjige where our Saviour is called the 
“ Lamh of Giidf they scorned and ridiculed the simile, as if exulu 
ing in tlie Mipcrior designation of AH, who is called Sheer Khtula, 
tlie Lion of God. Mirza Balm o)>s<‘rved to them, Tlie lion is 
an unclean beast, he preys upon c;ircasi»>, and you arc not ^|||ved 
to wear his skin, because it is impure; be is destructive^^KC, 
and man’s enemy. The lamb, on the contrary, is in cve^Way 
hnlal, or lawful. You eat its flesh, you wear Hs skin on your 
he.id, it does no harm, and is an animal lieloved. Whether is it 
best then to say the Lamb of GckI, or the Lion of God?” 

Wlien Chardin wrote, Tabriz ranked as the scctind city in 
Persi.a. Tt ha<l, by his account, fifteen thousand houses, fifteen 
thousand shops, three hundred caravanserais, two Imndred and 
fifty mosques, magnificent domctl bazars, and c(»ntained five hun¬ 
dred and fifty thousand inhabitants, f At present, if we alloV it 
to be even one tentli of that magnitude, we sliall ]»robably make 
an exaggerated estimation. The modern town is situated nearly 
in the centre of the site of the former one; for on all sides of it, 
to a considerable distance, arc to be seen the ruins of houses, 
streets, fitc., which afford a tolerable idea of the extent of that 
city which Chardin described. In his view of it, the Mesjid AU 
is placed almost in the middle of the city : what remains of that 

♦ I have heard since my return to England that Mr. Martyn’* tract has been 
sent to .\ moU.ih ol jireat celebrUy residing at Bagdad, in the liope that he may 
t»o more sucrchstui in ictnting it. 

+ This would hcahovc thirty.six in a house, a proportion wh-ch makes the 
caJciil.iticn very douf'ttul. 
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building now forms; a part of tho fortification. Tabriz at this day 
is three miles and a (juarlcr in circumference; it is surrouncUtl by 
walls built of sun-burnt bricks and by towers of kUn-4>urnt bricksj 
pbu’cd at irregular distances from caeli other. An attempt has 
been imide to give tlie shape of bastions to several of the towers, 
but no guns are mounted upon them; and if tliey were, they 
could be of little use, as the irregularity of the walls bailie all the 
rules of science. There are seven gates, at each of which guards 
are st;itioned, and they are closed an hour or two after sunset, and 
oi>ene(l in the morning before sunrise; but such regulations are 
npt enforced with the strictness of the military dis(*ipliiie of 
Kur(>[)e, as was jiroved by a circumstance wliich occurred during 
our residence.—The keys of the gates are kept with the governor 
of the city, and a camp w;ls formed without the town. One of 
our Serjeants going to the camp, having arrived too late at the 
gate, wont to the governor’s house to seek the key. He inquired 
for the governor, and was informed that he was within ; ho pro¬ 
ceeded, and unknowingly found himself on a sudden in tlie harem, 
in tlie midst of many women, who shrieked out when they saw 
him, and souglit to hide themselves. He there felt himself 
assailed by numerous weapons, that were directed at him by a 
man as well as by the women ; and finding himself closely jiresscsl, 
he aimed a blow at the former, wliich alighted ujion his mouth. 
The sufferer proved to be the governor in person, and who, in this 
attack, asserted that he had lost two teetli. licmonstrances wero 
ii^Umtly made to the ambassador for this intrusion of one of bis 
cc^0rymen into a spot so sacred to a Persian, but the whole 
business was very good-naturedly forgiven, as soon as an exjilan- 
ation had been made that the serjeaut had erred through ignorance 
alone. 

No public buildings of any note at present exist at Tabriz, and 
few are the remains of those described by former travellers. In¬ 
dications of the great maidan are still to be observed, and the 
bazar Kaiscrich is still known, but a wooden roof has been suli- 
stituted for its former arched one. The Ark Ali Shah (the citadel 
of Ali Shah) is the most interesting structure at present in 
Tabriz; principally, because it cnntmns a proof of what the 
labour and ingenuity of a few Englishmen will accomplish under 
all the disadvantages of a bad administration and a want of re¬ 
sources. lliis building comprehends within its Hiiilts thercmdfiis 
of a mosque, (a mass of brick work, as fine, perhaps, as any in the 
world,) about eighty feet in height; at the top of which three 
small chambers have lieen constructed, wiience the town and the 
surrounding country are seen as if laid out on a chart. 'I'he 
prince had intendc*d to make the ark his own place of residence, 
but he subsequently preferred converting it into an arsenal, whei e 
we were delighted to find many of our European trades in full 
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aftivity. tn the first yard, we saw a ranfje of guns and all the 
accoinpanimeiits of artillery, A numerous l>ody of carj)enu*r.sand 
AVtieclwiiglil' were at work willi Eurojjean tools, superintended by 
a European mechanic. Farther on was tlie b!acksn\ith’s Ibrge, 
worked with clnireoal for want of coal. Then, in anotlier yard, 
were piles of shot, wirli men filling cartridges and other lesser em¬ 
ployments. We w’cre led through a suite of apartments, in wliicli 
weie saddlers and w’orkers of leather, store-rooms neatly arranged, 
,ind conveniences of every sort. 

I'iie Persians are delighted at this place. Hie prince fre- 
eiueutly visits it, takes great pleasure in inspecting all the works, 
and in leaining the uses and projierties of every aitide. liis 
principal delight is a machine for boring cannon, which is worked 
iiv.'i buffalo, enabling him to make guns of any desci ijJtiou. 

'I'tiese details will perhaps furnish some idea of the rapidity 
u'uii which the Persians iniglit be entirely civilised; and if it 
were ever the policy of any one of the Eurojiean nations to give 
.1 further impulse to the eagerness with which they have .ilready 
begun to actpiire some of our arts, it is not to lie doubted, but tliat 
tlRMvholeof Persia would soon exhibit a very different aspect from 
what it does at present; and that from tliiseoiinnencemeut their 
darkness in religion would perhaps be gradually disjielletl. 

However agreeable it may be to trace tlieir first pi ogress to- 
wcu ds civilisation, and to anticipate their further advances, we must 
!i<)t confim* our \iews to the more jileasing side of the scene. 

Many of the prisoners taken from the Russians aie confi|||ftin 
tiK- ath. Twenty to thirty Armenian husbandmen, nati^^ol 
Kara bagh, finding themselves reduced to a state of stan’ation by 
the constant inroads made upon their fields by the Persian cav.ilry, 
fesoKed to migrate into the country of AWkis Mirza. On their 
v'dv liiey were met by a party of predatory Persian horsemen, 
wdio, without listening to their tale, seized them as pris(mers, and 
sent them to Tabriz, wdiere they were thrown, Iwiund and feltcred, 
into ii dungeon. During the day-time they weie lt‘l out and 
driven like cattle in a herd, to work upon buildings er<‘cting 
within the town, and were beaten without remorse if they made 
remonstrances, or showed any reluctance to work. At night they 
were again confined to the dungeon. If it bad not been for the 
l^-.nanity of our English artificers who lived in the arsenal, these 
})noi people would probably have died from tlie united miseries of 
hunger and unwliolesomc lodging. 

Tbe*ambassador, during oui stay at Tabriz, was lodged in a 
house provided for him by the prince, hut Iwlonging to one of the 
wealthiest inhabitants of the place, an old man, by name llajee 
Kh.ui Mahomed. The gentlemen of the suite, as well as all the 
English officers in the Persian service, each occupied a separate 
houM>. The owners of tliesc houses were dispe^st^ised of them by 
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tJ»e prince’s orders; and though they afterwards recovered them, 
they received no remuneration from the Persian goveinnu nt 
the injury .and th5 privation. It is now twelve yea^s siiue llajt’t 
Khan Malioined has ceased to possess his own house; nor i*. u 
Jikely tliut he will ever again occupy it; for no sooner has it l eeu 
left liy one person, than it is immediately given to another, 'flu 
one which J occii])ied belonged to an Armenian family, the head 
of which was a keshisfi or priest. It consisted of several rooni', 
huill upon elevated terraces, looking upon two sides of a squaii, 
Ijesides several other small unconnected rooms, situated here and 
ttiiere. A garden was atUichcd to it, in which weie a[>ple, pear, 
cherry, walnut, and hiujUl* trees, besidi's rose trees. Beneath my 
cliatnhers were two under-ground nwms, wlicrc lived one of the 
priest’s sons, with his wife. One of the rooms was a magazini' !(»• 
arrack, of which tlie husband was both a drinker and a veiuki 
But as the jirince had prohibited tiie sale of this liquor and of 
wine, under very heavy penalties, none was sold except in a clan¬ 
destine manner, and that to persons well known. The noises that 
issued from the adjoining houses were quite clnwacteristic of 
Persian domestic life. In my immediate vicinity lived an old 
morose Persian, who daily quarrelled with his women; aim I 
could distinguish the voice of one particular female, whose answeis, 
made in a taunting and (juerulous tone, did not fail to throw him 
into passions so violent, that tliey generally terminated in Mows, 
the noise of which, accompanied by corresponding lamentation, 1 
coW distinctly hear. 

Then, bordering on the garden wall, scarce twenty yards imn 
whore I usually sat, was a s(»ciety of women, live or six ii. 
numlier. the wives and slaves of a JMiissulman, who were either 
dissolved in tears, sobbing aloud like cliildren, or entranced in thi 
most indecent find outrageous meriiinent. Sometimes ihev san:- 
in the loudest tone, aecoinjiaiiied l)y a tamborine ; and tlieu llie) 
vjiiarrelled amongst themselves, using every now and then i*\- 
pressions of no ordinary indelicacy. Accident once gave mi . 
view intv> their yard, whore 1 saw three women surroundeo 
children, .seated on the bare stones, smoking the kaUoon. Thev 
woie a huge black silk handkerchief round tlieir heads, a shiti 
winch descemled as low as the middle, a pair of loose trowser^. 
and green liigh-lieeled slipjuTs; :ind this, I lielieve, may be^’ui.- 
sidered as a sketch of every l*crsian w’oman’s dress witliin tlu 
haiein, in hot weather. 

But there are noises peculiar to every city and country; anil 
none are more distinct and characteristic than those in Persia. 
First, at the dawn of day, the muezzins are heard in a great 
variety of tones, calling the people to prayers from the toi)s of Ihi 

• ib the jujube tree, of which there are sever.il sorts tn Pmia. 

The red Khorasaman-juice is esteemed an cxcellcut bpeoltc m duxes 
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mosques; these are mixed witli the 5sounds of cow-homs, blown 
by the keepers of the Immmumsy to lutbrm the women, who bathe 
l>efore the ipun, that the batlis are licated, and ready for their 
reception. The cow-hurns set all tlie dogs in the city howling in 
a frightful manner. The asses of the town generally beginning 
to l>ray about the same time, are answered by all the asses in the 
neiglilHnirhood; a thousand cocks then intrude their shrill voices, 
which, with the other subsidiary noises of persons calling to each 
other, knocking at doors, cries of children, complete a din very 
unusual to the ears of a Kuropcan. In the summer season, as 
the operations of domestic life are mostly performed in the opqp 
air, every noise is heard. At night, all sleep on the tops of tlieir 
houses, Uieir IhhIs being spread upon their terraces, without any 
other covering over their heads than the vault of heaven. 'I’he 
poor seldom have a screen to keep them from the gaze of pas- 
fcengers; and as we generally rode t»ut on horseback at a very early 
hour, we perceived on the tops of houses, peoide either still in 
bed, or just getting up, and certainly no sight was ever stranger. 
The women appeared to be always up llie llir.sl, whilst the men were 
frequently seen lounging in Kd long after the sun was risen. 
This universal ci»stom of sleeping on the house-top, speaks much 
in favour of the climate of Persia; and indeed we found that our 
rejwse in the open air was much move refreshing than in the 
confinement of a room. That this was a Jewish custom, may 
perhaps l>e inferred ftoin the passage where it is said, That in an 
eventny iidcy J)avtd arose from ojf his bed, and walked vjton the 
of the Kiny 8 house, 2 Sam. xi. ^2. 

During our stay at 'j ahriz we made such frequent excursions 
on horselKick, that we became w’^cll acquainted with its environs. 
1 'he plain in which it is situated is bounded to the north-east, the 
east, and south-easi, by a chain of barren mountains, conspicuous 
for their red and ochreous appearance. 'J’hese rnountains rise 
immetliatcly behind Taliriz, and recede into a deep vale, which 
^^ing watered by a plentiful stream, is perhaps more highly cul- 
4llivHtod than any tract of its size in Persia. Following the river 
in its course through this vale, lieaiitiful and picturesque scenery 
is seen on every side. A ruinctl britJgc, a water-mill eralMisorqed 
in a grove of trees, green janes leading to a village, and other 
nira* objects, gave a great relief to the eye, after the almost 
iintvei^i dreariness of Persian landscape. 

On entering the valley from Tabriz to the left hand, close at 
the foot of the red mountains, are the remains of a fort, called the 
Caleb liesheedieh, which even in Ciiar<lin’s time was a ruin. The 
trouble required to scramble to the summit of the old towers is ill 
repaid, for they command no extensive view; but an idea may bo 
formed, in walking over the ruins, of the stylo of building in the 
]2th century, which lor solidity and strength surpasses all sinuiai 
struetures of the present day. 
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To the soutIl'Cast, at the f(K»t of a aloping hiil, is a powder miUf* 
worked by water, erected entirely by a Ter-sian, who acquired hia 
knowledge (accoitdiiig to his own account) by a eaafiial inspection 
of a similar building at Constantinople. This inilT is by far tlie 
best modern structure at Tabriz, being composed o^' brick, stone, 
and marble, and has cost the prince a vast sum of money. The 
first object, however, that presents itself on entering tiiemill, is an 
iron door, which, in a place so liable to accident, is most evidently 
inis])laced; but the architect feds a coiiiidence that no danger can 
arise from it, because wlien a wheel of the mill sets the works in 
yiolion, the d(H>r is then kept constantly wet. Wc remarked to 
the architect, that in Kurope, owing to the frequent explosion of 
powder mills, they were now constiucted of cheap and slight 
ma’criuls. Being a good jiredestinarian, he exclaimed, ** insliallah, 
Pleasi.* God» this will never blow iqj. See that of (Constantinople, 
how long that has Stood: surdy this can last as long.” A mud 
wall, flanked by round towers, dosed by fipites, encloses this 
building; but adjacent to it, and still within the enclosure, it is 
inteuded, in order to take advantage of the water, to erect a corn 
mill. 

To the northward and westward arc several villages, interspersed 
with oxtciLsivc orchards and vineyards, the latter of which are 
generally enclosed by high walls. The Persian vine-dressers do 
all in their power to make the vine run up the wall, and curl over 
on the other side, wliich they do by tying .stones to the extremity 
of the tendril. May this not illustrate that beautiful image used 
in Genesis xlix. ? Joseph is a fruitful Innnjh; epen a fruitful 
buui/h by a well, whose branches run iwer the wall. Tlie vine, par¬ 
ticularly in Turkey and Greece, is irequently made to entwine on 
trdli.ses, around a well, where in the heat of the day whole 
families collect themselves, and sit under the shade. 

A considerable part of the population of Tabriz may be said to 
live in the suburbs, wliich arc every day increasing, and extend 
fhe?nselves over the site of the ancient city. In all parts of the 
iminedi.ite vicinity are seen large oblong and s<|uaro blocks of 
black marble, which formerly were tomli-stones, but now are used 
in many places as stepping-stones over small streams, foundations 
ttriimises, clianiiels for water, These, as well as stone rams 
and stone lions, are cmistantly met with. Many of the entru^es 
to tlie gardens and to the hou-ses of the peasantry, like those oTls. 
pahan, .lulfa, and Kashan, are formed of one large stone slaK At 
the village of Shan (iazan, two miles from the walls of 'rabriz^ 
is a high mound of brick, the remains of some very coirsiderabie 
building, but of a Maliemcdan age. 


TIJE END. 



London: 

Sfotiisuoodks and Simu, 
Sew>$tret!t-St{uare 






THE 


ADVENTURES 

OF 

HAJJI BABA 

IN ENGLAND. 


CriAPTEll I. 

HAJJ! BABA, NOW A "MAN OF f DNSl QI’FNt'K, ENJOYS HIS DlGNli Y. 

*—IIP is oai>nvED To coukj’ purstsjs, pli i auatorv to an 

rMBASiV 10 ENGLAND I’KOM THE S.HAI1 01’ Tl-USIA. 

w jinN J pnterod Ispiiliiin as the shah’s deputy, so imieh 
wind )iad inliited niy hiain, aiitl iny nose was carried so 
lap;]!, that I looked iii>on iiiy townsmen, llic Isp.'dianis, in 
•no better lipht tli.'in stones in tlie liipiiway. Most luckily 
my mother and her hushaiid, the iikhoii, had quitted the 
city, and taken up their abode in a inmmlain villape, tile 
iikhon’s hirth]ilaee, some iil’teen jiarasaiips distanf, and 
therefore they did not obstruct my praiidour. As for old 
All Mohanied, the doorkeeper of the caravanserai, wliose 
presence would jirohahly have iiiterl’ered with my vanity, 
he had hastened to follow my jioor father to the prave, 
and the inexorable Azrael* had lonp: since separated 
his soul from his body. I .almost iiistinetively avoided the 
approaches to our sliavinp shop, that scene of my early 
days and subseiiucnt adventures, and, indeed, took but 

• Azrael is the angel of dcalli, according to the Maliomodan faith, who, at 
Uic death ol a tiue believer, &eparate& the i»uul tlruin the body. 

B 
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little pleasure out of the iiouse, wliere, however, 1 took 
care to enjoy as many of tlic pri\ilexes attendant u)>on niy 
new dignity as J possibly could. I eedeil the seat of 
honour to no one hut the go\ernor of the city hini.self, 
and even with him I never failed to go through all the 
restiveness of a matt of conseqiteiiee, nlio, in forcing 
another to the seal of honour, shuns that he does not 
thereby relinquish some pieteiisions to it hiiiiself. 'I'o any 
one who was ignoi.int of my origin, my knowledge ol 
ceremony and forms of sja'eeh imist hate ap|ie.ired quiti 
natural, so perfectly at home did I tind myself in my new 
character. 

'I'lic htisiness with whieh I was intrnsted was one of m 
small iinportanee. inasmueh as I was commamled, h) 
virtue of a special firman, to h'vy ii|>on the cities of Ispa¬ 
han, Shiraz, and their deitendeneies, almost the whole 
of the presents intended to he sent to the king of Kiig- 
land hy the projected einhasty. “ By my head, friend 
Ilajji,” would I oceasionally say to myself, “ thou art 
born under a fortunate star! Here are the beards of the 
iidiahilanls of two of the largest cities of IVrsia and thfir 
proeiiices pki.-ed in thy hand, that thou niaysl piiuk them 
at thy pleasure.” But iheii, reeolleelitig some of tilt 
whoh'stmie lessons which my p.ast life of ailventiiie and 
vieissiliide had taught me, 1 tlelenuiiied to make the head 
of prudenee guide the hand of moderation, and for once to 
show the Isjiahanis that eoiiscieiiee is a thing known in* 
the heart of at least one of their fellow-citizens. 

'rile finnan was aeeoiiipiinied by a code of instruetions, 
bath of which, during tlie journey fioni 'reliran, ivere the 
objects of my fiequent meditation, nioie jiartienlarl) 
li'cause they cont.iined oil" eertain little word, niion whieh 
my mind eonstanlly dwelt, and wliich raised niy \anily to 
a most unruly height. I was styled iilijiih, tile high in 
station, or the ex.illed Ilajji Baba. If .any of my readers 
know what we I’er.sians are. they will readily ascertain the 
tea.soiis of my exultation ; hut those who do not must fie 
told, th.it, if there is one jioint of amhition among us 
greater than another, it is that of being called iihfdli. 
11 cie, then, my rank in life was settled. 1 bade adieu, as 
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1 hoped, for ever to the mortification of beinp; called 
nothiiip: but an armhonn*, which was the case as long as I 
had been an executioner’s ollicer, a mollah, and a mer¬ 
chant : and my imagination could scarcely contain the 
images of siileiidour and pros]>en!y with which 1 was 
pleased to fill it. Let those poor devils, the tilixhomis', 

tiow.” said I, '■ hide their faces under the arin]nt of 
humility 1 1, who am an tilijali, may hold n]i my head, 

and look at the sun with impunity.” And 1 <lid not 
restrict my feelings within the bounds of mere words; for 
those who know me are, I am sure, aware that none ever 
Mijiported his dignity belter than I did. 1 did not hesi. 
tale to “thou” and “thee” those whom 1 had looked 
iijion as my equals, and In drawl out my (/I'mniif/li-ft-rltah, 
“ Is ill) brain in a state of sanity?” with the superior 
tone of one who takes .anollicr under his ])rotcction. How 
delighted did J fi'cl when I could say to a visiter, “ Sit,” 
instead of “ He jdeased to coinmand,” the form of .speech 
to which my Iqis had hilherto been accnstoined ! and it 
w.is iierfeet music to iny ears to hear myself addressed by 
fl»e infiatmg epithets of “lord and master;’ J, who 
through life had never been f.ivoiired with any caresses 
IVoni the hand of fortune, without having very soon after 
reeeivul some corresiioiidiiig bufiet. 

'fhe instructions fiom the shall were to the following 
eflect —“ 'I'liat the high in station, Hajji Haha, was to 
use his best endeavoiirs, with that wisdom for which he is 
f.inioiu,, to procure several lieadst of .skives of diliereiit 
denominations, worthy of being ]nesenled to the king of 
tile I'ranks'] ; that they shoiihl he skilled in various arts ; 
and that one at least, of ehoice diformity, should he all 
leaily prepared to act as a gnardian in the infidel se¬ 
raglio. 

* Althou^j ami alisluion aro wonK nearly pf the same itni»ort, v\/.. 

exalted, t-miuent. In;;!) m >t.iti<m, .Xc , -.till hat. ed .i stmiij, 

<hstiiii tiDii III <i| tlK“ Ittnncr ll ix a tilli hfsiou<'«I cm (lictst* t)f un- 

ilcmhied rank, uhilst the latter ix u>*ed in adilrc&'vm}!: i>eibuiJs in (he muklnng 
11 it-es t»f s(>(.iet> 

•f llni'-es, .ivise.s, imdeb, blark cattle, sheep, and skive.« are soUl by tl)c las, or 
head, in iVi'i.i 

J I'lie Ti’i-vians ha%e Imt recently learned (<• disc'rmunate ot.e kitiR ot Kin nee- 
from ancdhcT, and “ Kuik ol tlie I'l.ink',” even ninv, is, iierhap', Used asi 
coimnuiily by lliein'to denote our sovereipi “ Kiiiy ol KnguuU.” 

It ti 
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“ That, in con.sideration of that holy injunction of tiio 
blessed Mahomed (iijioii whom be bleshiiigs a!i<l peace !) 
who ordaiiieth to give to those who have not, and to he 
mcrcirul to tliose wlio an- in need, the said Hajji llaha is 
ordered to procure divers horses, Araltian, 'I'urcoman, iirid 
others, vvhicli, on being ])resented to tlie shah of the 
Franks, iiitiy draw f'ortli the iidiniration of liis inlidel sub¬ 
jects, and at the same time do credit to the king of kings 
in a foreign land ; anil that, moreover, by way of a mark 
of special favour and fiiendship to the sanl I’ranks, a 
mare, if to be procured, may be addial, and thus ])er- 
Jtetuate the blessing of giving a race of horses to those who 
now only ])osm'ss jades, and promoting those who hitherto 
have grovelled in the mud to be carried on high with their 
heads in the iiftli heaven. 

“ That, as it behoveth the dignity of the king of kings 
to clotlu' those whom he ioveth in dresses of honour and 
high consideration, the said llajji Baba is commanded 
to select and gain possession of ceitain stores oi brocades^ 
silks, and velvets from the royal manufactories of Ispahan, 
^'ezd, ami Kashati, as well as to jirocure the shawls of 
Cashmire, woven m tlie looms of inilustry by the hand of 
seieiiee, suited to the wants., tastes, and fancies of the 
followers of the hlossed Isau, in onler that the shah of 
Finglaiid may make clothes thereof .suited to his own taste 
atul pltsisure; ami that the love of the shah to the whole 
Frank nation, female as well as male, may he manifest, 
the said llajji i', ordeied to emjdoy tailors, and men emi- 
ning in the lashionitit; of clothes, to make two full suits of 
dress for the (jneeii of the I'rtitiks, similar to tho,-.e worn by 
the Ballou of the roytil harem, ihily adorned with prteious 
.stones, before and behind, above and below, and to add 
thereto a store of collyrinm for the eyes, IJiriumh for stain, 
ing the hands and liet, jewels for the nose, and jewels for 
the ear, pins for the shirt, a zone for the waist, and rings 
for fingers as well as toes. 

“ 'J'hat the pear] being the ornament peculiar to royalty, 
the said llajji Baba is enjoined to seek for and possess 
sueli pearls, or strings of jieail, as may form suitable 
presents to the king of the Franks; and if in tlie royal 
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Sshory ut lialimn any sinsln pearl of consequence has 
been lately (liseovereil, hi’ is orilered to give duo intima¬ 
tion of I lie same. 

‘‘ And lie is further eoinnianded to make collections of 
turquoises of the tiiiesl colour of the old niinOj in order 
that, lieing worn and hung about the august person of the 
•soveieigii of Kngland, he and his family may he eifeetually 
protected lioiii glaiice.s of the evil eye, or from looks fore- 
hodmg misfortune.” 

'I’o these were added several other articles for which 
Persia is famous, such as armour, swords, speciineiiB of 
due writing, mkr.t.iiids, jiaintiugs, and talismans possessing 
various virtiu’s. Anil, in tine, 1 was invested with ahiiosl 
full j'owers to attain ior the use of the shah every thing 
tJiat might he worthy of being presented to a crowned 
head. 


CHAPTER II. 

lii DEscRinrs Tiiv Jiom- or lfvyim; riii rursEXTs, and selects 

SLAVES roil THE USE OF THE Kl.SG 01 ENGLAND. 

M'iien 1 exhibited my instruction.s to the governor, he 
was struck diitiih with astonishinent, and, as the phrase 
goes, his head went round and round. lie was the son of 
the lord high treasurer, and, in his own estimation, a 
personage of great consequence; and was therefore ex¬ 
tremely surprised to find that one of my hitherto insigni¬ 
ficancy shouhl have been intrusted with a business of so 
much imiiortance, and placed as it were over him, and out 
of the reach of his control. Hut he knew that the gVand 
vizier was no friend to his father, and therefore he felt, 
however huiiiiliatiiig my presence at Ispahan might be to 
him, still he was bound in policy to be civil to the servant 
u 3 
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of that great dignitary ; for such I took particular care to 
call myself. 

“ Where are we to find all these things, in the name of 
Allah ?" said the governor. “ 'I’he king’s rayats are poor, 
and the articles here enumerated are only to he found 
among the wealthy. Our wits are diminished at the 
thought.” 

1 answered, “ As far as my interference goes, I am less 
than dust; but here is the king's firman, and you well 
know, () governor! that if the.se things do not exist on 
the face of the earth, it alone would produce them, ht 
them be Imriid one hundred gez deep. A despotic shah 
produces strange miracles.” 

“ Yes, that is very true,” said he, as he cast hi.s eye 
over the instructions ; “but Ispahan is not Nubia, that 
slaves may be iirocured at a moment’s notice ; nor is it 
*, nor Giikhui, that horses are to be had iilien called 
for ; nor are the pearl b.inks of Uahrein close at hand, no 
more than the mines of Khorassan for turijuoiscs. Silks 
and velvets we possess, and such as we have, in the name 
of the Projihet, take; and tailors, by the blessing ot Ali, 
to make them up, we have in abundance ; and upon my 
head be it to fulfil that part of the orders of the fentri ol 
the Universe ; but as for the rest, our hands are cut short, 
and we must put our trust in I'rovidenec.” 

1 had seen enough of my countrymen, to know whence 
these difficulties arose ; therefore I quietly whispered into 
the governor's ear, that I was not one of those who kept 
the inside of my palm in darkness, but was willing to share 
with him such advantages as fate might throw in our way. 

This said, I found that things took a new' turn ; 
difficulties disajiiieared ; and what liefore was not to be 
found, ail at once became plentiful. Slaves now thronged 
the house ; horses of all descriptions were brought ; silks, 
velvets, shawls, and carpets were piled ui) in the corners 
of my apartments; and im'rchaiits from Hind, Itagdad, 
and Khorassan came in bodies to exhibit their merchandise. 

Considering that ] was a party concerned in the embassy 

♦ Nit^rf, tlu* province in Arabia whence come the most ccIcbratoH horsci 
Guktun, a tract oi country amuiigsC the Turcomans* famoub for ih* iiorses. 
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now ill contemplation, and that much of its credit or dis¬ 
credit would accrue to me from the nature of the presents 
by which it would be accomjianied, I became very 
anxious to make a selection of slaves, whose pood qualities, 
lieinp both aprceable and useful to the shall of Enplaiid, 
mipht cement the pood utidcrstandinp between our re. 
spi'ctive states. Many of both sexes were brought to me, 
who had been taken from the haiems and households of 
the principal men and merchants of Ispahan; but few met 
with inv approbation, because few were accomplished in 
the arts which 1 conceived would be prized anionp the 
Franks. 1 at leiipth fixed upon one, a woman of iCthiopia, 
who had acquiied the )ieculiar habit of litinp almost with¬ 
out sleep ; and when she did sleep, it was with her eyes 
open : so, if placid at night at the door of the shah of 
Fhipl.ind s chamber, she would keep watch better than the 
fiercest lion. She was also warranted not to snore; a 
quality in a w.atchinp slate no doubt as much esteemed 
amonp the Franks as it is in Persia. I pitebed upon a 
second, who was celebrated for boilinp rice well, and for 
l^i r skill in composing ])rovocatives ; so that whoever ate 
of her handiwork might be said to live twice as long as 
anv other jierson ; atid this 1 thought was the highest 
compliment that could be paid to a crowned head, who 
ought, in justice and consisti'iicy, to live twice as long as 
other mortals. 'J'o these, as a specimen of the bodily 
strength of our Kasteru subjects, 1 added a peli/irmi, or 
prize-fighter, a negro whose teeth were filed into saws, of 
a teuipi r as ferocious as his asjiect, who coidd throw any 
man of his weight to the ground, carry a jackass, devour 
a sheeji whole, eat fire, and make a fountain of his inside, 
so as to act as a sjiout. 

'I'bese I was lucky enough to secure ; but the attain¬ 
ment of that jewel in our eyes, an accomjilished guardian 
over the honour of the weaker sex, was not of such easy 
acquisition. Few harems at ls])ahaii are of sufficient con¬ 
sequence to be superintended by such persons, for they are 
the ai)])endages of princely stale, and of tho.se upon whom 
the riches of the world have been jilentifully showered. My 
enquiries were extended to Shiraz, where the prince 
n 4 
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governor of that place, celebrated for the tnagiuficence 
of his liarein, maintained several: bill who could dare to 
insist upon his relimjiiisiiiiig one, ineiely for the con¬ 
venience of infidels I despaired of hearing of any thing 
which might suit my views, wben my emissary in tile city 
assured me tliat he had obtained iiitelligi'iice of one whose 
hideous ;i'-pect was all that I could desire, and whose 
juice was beyond ruliies and diamonds. lie was rejiorted 
tube the most vindictive, sjiiteful. and iiiesoiable of his 
specie.s, ,as watcbtul as a lynx, and as wary as a jackal. 
Jlut to gain jiossessioii of him would reqnin some art, 
since be was the jnojierly of the head of tlm law of 
Ispahan, an old, decrejiit, and jealous man, wlio.se mime- 
rous wives, it was said, made him eat more abo.iiinatior! 
in the eouiSe of a day than did all the reverses common to 
mortals in the cottr.se of a year. 

J very soon found that iny ajiplii'ations to obtain him 
were useless, for I had to treat with a man of considerable 
influence; and as I knew that it was the wish of the shah 
to keep well with theinterjiretersof the law, 1 did not jiress 
so immediate a comjiliance to the orders contained in iijy 
firman as 1 might have dom. However, I thought it right 
to de.spatch a courier to the grand vizier with the intelli¬ 
gence, reiiuesting that a special command might be sent to 
give U]> this prize into my hands, and to have it strongly- 
stated, that none but the jicrson in (|ttestion was fitted to 
fill the high jiost of guardian over the wives of the shah of 
Jingland. 

This instrument soon produced its effi ct. The hea.l of 
the law, with desjiair in his heart, lu'ighteiied by jealousy, 
at length submitted to jiart with his treasure, and Milrvuri, 
or the Pearl, for that w as his name, was delivered over into 
my custody. Ihir the information of the curious, 1 must 
take the liberty of describing a sjiecimen of such rare and 
precious deformity. In the first jilace, he had a head of 
enormous size, jilaccd ujion a thin shrivelled neck, that 
seemed by much too slender a pedestal for its supjiort. 
The face was composed of a succession of wrinkles, which 
festooned over his features in folds of loose skin. The 
eyes, large, watery, and bloodshot, possc'ssed die heavy 



IN ENGI.ANn. 


9 

ilulness peculiar to the snake. The nose was merely an 
indication of that feature; hut the mouth was tliat upon 
which the value of the deformity jjrincipally rested, for it 
was more a rent than an opening, the lower lij) falling prone 
uiioti the chin, showing an inside of flesh seemingly on the 
brink of mortification. In sjjort, Miirwari was perfection. 
His voice was more like a croak than any other sound; and, 
altogether, when his features weic set into motion, am! 
when, at the same time, he exerted his lungs, it is positive 
that no woman, he she demon or angel, could ever for one 
moment dare to opjioae him. 

My assortment of slaves heing complete, T soon collected 
the remainder of the presents, and then made my prepa¬ 
rations for returning to Tehran, 'file governor and I had 
succeeded much heyond our most anxious expectations, for 
the suridus which we hail managed to secure to ourselves 
was very handsome, all things considered ; and I found the 
grand vizier’s words veiified ; for, as the reader may recol¬ 
lect, he had forcwariu'd me that this jiart of my commission 
could not fail of heing henefleial to my interests. 1 de- 
tMfinined to hoard this jiiece of good fortune as a provision 
against future want, and, instead of laying it out in vanities, 
and in preparations for a journey to the infidels, to bury it 
many j/es' deep, well secured in sealetl bags, in some safe 
and secluded spot. None hut myself should be acquainted 
with my secret ; and then, conic what might, the day of 
necessity might overtake me, but it would find Hajji Baba 
provided against its severity. 
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CHAPTER III. 

IHl! NOTIONS or PFKSIANS AM) DNCr. 

FOUND TO BJ AT ___ 

lEKVJKW WITH Tilt I NOLIMI l.Lt 111. 

I RF.AOiKD the oa])ital in safety with the presents ; iny 
female slaves packed in baskets, iny males on horse or 
mule-hack; my earpets, shawls, and silks made up into 
bales impervious to rain ; and my precious stones, ^i.c. well 
secured in iny own trunks. 1 made niy way at once to the 
vizier's house, where I landed the eararan ; and haiing 
pained an immediate admittance to his jircsence, made 
myself welcome by a valnahle jiresent which 1 freely 
assured him was all that onr destinies had jilaeed at my 
disjiosal, although ceitain mysterious sacks at the bottom 
of my ;/(ikd(in, 1 knew, were laughing at his beard. 1 
then gave him a long and faithful account of my pro¬ 
ceedings. 

He very scrupulously ascertained the amount of mv 
offering before he paid attention to other matters ; and at 
leng'h, having cheered me by the smile of satisfaction, 
and the corresjionding eomphment of “ Hajji, your ])laee 
has been emiity,” he then jiroceeded to inform me that the 
eminent and exalted Mirza Eirouz, the inteudei' ambas¬ 
sador, had not been idle duiing my absence, for he liad 
been fully taken up in furnishing out his own state and 
retinue, and that all now to be done, jirevioiis to his de¬ 
parture, was to communicate with the English elehi u]ion 
the letters to be addressed to tbe king of the Pranks and 
his court, and also to exhibit before him the different 
articles which had been selected for jiresents to his sovereign. 
No embassy, in modern times, had been sent from Persia 
to the infidels, and therefore w'e were anxious to produce 
as good an impression as possible upon their minds of the 
wealth, power, and ingenuity of our country. 
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The Kiiglish elchi was invited hy the grand vizier to 
visit him one morning, and INIirza h'iiouz was also ordered 
to he in attendanee, v\lien the whole of the presents should 
be displaye<l. No hint had yet been given of what they 
were to consist, and, excepting what he might have 
gathered from eommon leport, he was supposed tobeigno. 
rant of that which he was about to see. Jle came, and 
was ri'ceived in the ilnratihlioufli, or hall of audience; a 
ceremony seldom a<lopted by the grand vizier, who was an 
old m.in little given to show, but who thought it necessary 
on such an occasion to make a sort of oflicial disjday. The 
curtain was drawn U]( and extended in front of the room, 
the fountain in the marble basin was made to sjiout forth 
its water, and bowls of fruit, cooled with ice, were spread 
upon the door. 

IVhen the ambassador and his suite had taken their seats, 
and when they hail been ])roperly welcomed by the vizier, 
I, who stood at the farthest end of the apartment, was 
ordered first to |)resent to the ambassador a list of the 
intended presents, and then to exhibit each article in 
ja>talion. 

The slaves and Miirwari, who were in attendance, were 
made to stand forward and range themselves in a row on 
the border of the basin. As soon as the elehi had looked 
at the list, he stopped at the first article, and exclaimed, 
“ How is this .i' Slaves! — This cannot be — we allow of 
no slaves in Kngland.'’ 

“ What words are these ?” said the vizier calmly; 
“ you have no slaves ? Then how do you manage ? who 
serves you?” 

“ We are all free in onr country,” said the ambassador, 
“ and whoever comes there is free also.” 

“ Hut, surely,” said the vizier, '• your shah must have 
slaves. A king without slaves ! Wliy, you might as well 
have a body wdthout hands and feet. Who cooks for him? 
who attends him in the bath ? who watches over him when 
he sleeiis ?” 

“ No,” answered lie, “ our king has no more right to 
a slave than any one of his suhjeets. Wliat you do by 
purchase we do by hire; and, what is more, we not only 
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«lo not allow of slavery in oiir own possessions, Imt onr 
king is using liis l)cst influence to jiiit it ilowii in other 
states also.” 

“ Indeed !” said the vizier, opening all liis eyes and 
looking much astonished, “ you surely cannot he so cruel ? 
What would become of the poor slaves if they were free? 
Nothing can be happier than the lot of ours ; but if they 
were abandoned to their fate, they would star\e and the. 
They are our children, and form ;i pan of our family.” 

“ Hut you have it in your jiower to destroy them.” 

“ Destroy them !" exclaimed the vi/icr. “ ITho is 
fool enough to set fire to his own house? AV'ho would 
willingly lose the juice of his slave?” 

“ At all events,” answered the ambassador, “ you can 
beat them at your jdeasure, and no one can call you to an 
account for so doing." 

“ And what can hinder my beating any other scrv.int, 
be he slave or not?” said the vizier. “All ranks here 
partake of the stick, excejjting the shah, (whom Allah in 
his mercy preserve !) from me, who am the vizier, to 
the court scullion ; and were it not for that, who could e>..- 
ist among such a set of madmen as we Ih rsi uis are 

“ Hut,” .said I, in great humility, “ if the ambassador 
did hut know the ijualitications of these slaves, J am sure 
he would not resist their jirocecding to JCngland. I.'nd^'r 
the protection of the one, the shah of Kngland might sleep 
as securely from treachery as if he were watched hy a 
lion ; and c,ating of the food jirejiared by the other, he 
would never die.” 

“ Our manners are different to yours,” answered the 
ambassador with great jioliteness. “ Our shah. Heaven 
bless his majesty ! sleeps, like his subjects, in jieace,—he 
wants no one to watch him,—he cats his food without the 
fear of poison, and jiuts as much trust in his cook as 
in his grand vizier.” 

“ Then,” said I, “ here is the famous pehlivan. He is 
a complete Asfandiyar* ; a body of brass, and hands of 

• Aifandiyar, the son (tf Kl^ht.^8p, in Persian liistorv lie was called 
“ Brazen-body ” on account of his great btrciigth, and ii» eatccnicd one oi the 
Persian heroes. 
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iron ; you won't surely refuse him i Sueli a man is ne. 
cessary to tlie state of every shall, ami here is one who has 
no equal; with proper treatineiit he will fight any tiling 
that may hi‘ ojiposed to him.” 

“ Ve^, by tile gr.aee of Allah !” exclaiineil the first 
minister, “ whateier is of I'r.ink origin, he would soon 
aiinihil.ite it. lie is an animal to keep in a stable.” 

“ M e have our iiebliv.ans too,” said the ambassador ; 

but if tliey were to be deprived of their liberty, would 
lose their stieiigtli. No, we eamiot admit of slave.s, and 
therefoie 1 eaiinot agree to receive even this one as a 
jiresent to our shah.” 

“Ob, thi.s is most wonderful!” did we all exclaim. 
Kvery I'eisi.ui looked astonished; and ?»Jiiza Firoiiz setiiied 
vexed at luing dejirived of the advantage of making pre. 
sents, whieli, in our eye.s, were expected to ensure the 
success of the emb.tssy. 

'■ Al’ell, Imt you won’t refuse this,” said the vizier, 
pointing to Miirwari,—“ this, who is without a price,— 
who has not his equal,—which even our king, the Asylum 
oMie World, cannot boast of jiossessing.’’ 

*■ Our king is in no want of such an officer,” said tlie 
ambassador ; “ vie do not even know what the office 
means, much less what is its use.” 

No !”. said the vizier ; “ but your king has his wives, 
in the name of the hleised .Mahomed ! and, therefore, he 
must have guardians to sujieriiiteiid them. No women 
can exist without guardians ' (looking round him at the 
same lime, to g'ather the apiirobation of the bystanders), 
“ no more than tin orchard can be safe without its walls.” 

” M'hiit words are these?'” vv.is lehoed by every one 
Jiresent, ibis Ik ing a inaUer of such einiinion accejitance as 
not to be doubted, until they were stojijicd by the Knglish 
ainhass.ider saying,— 

“ Oui J.ing has only one wife, and the whole of his 
government are guardians over lier good conduct ; they 
.are his Murvvaris.” 

Upon this sjicech all the Persians Laughed, and cried 
out, “ Ijti Ul((lt(iU itlnllah ! there is but one God !” 

” How,” said the vi'zicr, “ only one wife? Then what 
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is the use of his bcin," king? Suppose he gets tired of 
her, what then ?’’ 

“ Ilow can I explain,” said the elelii, “ that wliich 
to you must he so ditficult of eoirijn-ehonsion ? \\'oinen 
have frequently been our sovereigns. The meaning which 
we apjily to the wife of your sluih, and to an Knglish 
queen, are totally different.” 

“ It is plain,” said tlie vizier, after weighing the sub¬ 
ject in his mind, “ that tliere is great diftereliee hetweeu 
our customs and yours, fl'oinen here ari' counted as 
nothing. We put no trust in them. We look upon them 
as entirely devoted to the use of man ; and you might as 
well expect the tiger to do homage to the lamb, as to see a 
JVrsiaii submit to be ruled by a woman. No, no, the 
ki^zilhiixh only submits to the brave—he who wields the 
sharpest swoid. The sword ! the sword !” exclaimed the 
grand vizier, making a horizontal motion with his hand 
at the same time; 'tis the sword which governs us; 
there is nothin;; like a good ziiii/fahi’r.”* 

“ IJut, in the name of the l’ro])het, tell me,’’ .said 
Mirza I’iroiiz to the .ambassador, “ your shah must h. ve 
more women belonging to his household than this one 
W'ifc ? lie must have his d.aiicing and singing women,— 
the keeper of his clothes,—hi.-, stoiy-tellcis, to set him 
to sleeji,—his watchers at the door,—his ]irivalO cooks, 
—beside.s, the chief wife, the Uinmii ot the harem—she 
must be wtiited uiioii ; .and if she lias children, they must 
be served by women ; and .all thesv women together re¬ 
quire the control and sujierintendeiice oi such iiersoiis .as 
Miirwari. You cannot make us believe that the women 
of your country are so diflerent from ours, that they an 
left vvitliniit proper s])ies and guardians over them." 

‘‘ However exfr.iordinary it may appear to yon,” an¬ 
swered the ambassador, ‘•such is nail) the case. Our 
women are undi-r no control, and are just as free as oitr 
men. Our king, respected end loved as he is, could 
no more attempt to kei p his wile and her attendants in the 


• Zu.ilfakor was tlu* fauums sword f>f tJto Mahomed, winch he 

allegiKt to liavc received horn the angel Gabuel, and preskiUtd (u hissoii-in- 
law, All. 
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Ktate of sulijeetion and confliiemi'nt in wliicli tliey are kept 
in Persia, than he could, nithonf a trial, cut off their 
heails. 'J'he laws would not allow it. And as for j)lacinp 
spies and jailers over them, that would be totally im¬ 
possible. in the first ))laei', where could he pet them 
“ (iet them ?” exclaimed the vizier; “ make them, to 
he .sure, in the same manner that they are made here. 
A vizier v\ho misbehaves,—a refractory khan,—a thievinc; 
jvi/.s/o/i, or secretary,—in short, any thing will make a 
.Murwari ; and a very good situation they get of it, let 
me tell you. Then all one’s piisoners of war are turned 
to such good account in tins manner.” 

The ambassador appeared horror-struck at this .speech, 
and still persisted in refu.sing Murwati to proceed to Kng- 
l.ind as a present to his sovereign. Ihit he assured us, at 
tile same time, that when the anxiety of the king of kings 
foi the safety of the honour of the Ihitish haiems was 
known, he made no doubt that such good intentions would 
be leccived with suitable expressions of gratitude. 

l>ut having refused the slaves, he made up for any 
uiijvleasant Icehiigs which he might have caused in our 
minds*, by the rapture which he expressed at the sight of 
the horses which were intended to be sent. He was, 
bickily for us, no great judge of them ; and, therefore, 
the animal which a I’ersian would most likely have re¬ 
jected, he accepted with joy. A1 liat they wanted in 
excellence we, however, made up in tine sounding titles. 
tiiK' covered with marks, fonboding ill luck, was called 
KhiidalniKnh, or the (iodsend. Another, white W'ith age, 
w.is the Pearl. A third, wlm would never permit its ears 
to he touched, was known by the s])ortive name of Scniio:/, 
or Drunkard, liesides which there was a Hawk, a Hero, 
and a Itosom-friend, all names descriptive of the ipiahties 
of the animal. It had been in contemplation to add an 
elephant to the hoises, seeing that its daily consum])tion of 
food was very inconvenient to the shah’s tre.asury ; but the 
amba.ssador having lemaiked that it would be difficult 

* Tlif rplHMil <i| a hi 1‘irMa is u Ariv< ostopincti an a/lioiit, and 

iH’twei'H crouHcd heads i'i a signal ol vv.irlikc inU'iitioiii. 
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to transport it on shipboard, tliat part of the ])lan was 
omitted. 

To the other presents the aml)assador £;ave his ready 
apjirohation. In the same manner as we had named tlie 
liorses, so we dealt witli certain swords and ])ieees of 
armour. One sword was ealled 'I'imoor's whip, and anotlter 
was said to he tlie very seimitar with wliieli Nadir 8h.ali 
made his entrance into Delhi. A hands<mie corslet, hel¬ 
met, and cnishes of steel inlaid with (told, were ])resented 
as liaving iH'longed to the fainons Shah Ismael; whilst 
.1 shirt, inscrihed all over with choice sentences of the 
Koian, and which liad been worn by the shah’s nncle, the 
great Aga Mohamed, during all his wars, was sent as a 
special mark of the friendshij) of the shah to the iierson of 
his brother of England, with a jiressing recjuest that he 
would wear it next to his skin wheiuner he went to battle, 
for that it was a sure talisman against .any danger in 
or out of the field. 

To the shawls, the magnificent f|uilts, the Herat carpets, 
the .silks, the velvets, the brocades, the ambassador made 
no objection ; and be also aecej)ted, without hesitation, of 
the pearls, the tunptoises, the rubies, ami the emerahls. 
'file contemjdation of tlie ilress intended for the queen 
seemed to afford him some amusement. Al lien it was 
sjireail out, the jacket opened to display the emhioidery, 
the shirt with its ingrafted ])reeious stones, and tlie trou¬ 
sers so well padded and overlaiil with elolli of gold as to 
stand by themselves in the middle of the room, hi' laughed 
outright, and although he a'-sured us that his iiueeii would 
find it inconvenient to jnit on these articles, since the 
Frank women dressed dillereiitly to ours, still with great 
good-will he agreed to number this among the jirescnts. 

The eonferenee being thus terminated, the ambassador 
returned to his house, leaving us to express our astonish¬ 
ment at the strange things we had heard concerning the 
extraordinary countries wliidi we were .about to visit. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


OK THE MAKKER OF CONDUCTING A ROTAT, rORRFSPONDENCE IN 

I'FRSIA.-A CKNUINE LETTER FROM THE KING OF PERSIA *S 

( MIEF WIFE TO TUI. QUKEN OF ENGLAND. 


Thb next most important matter to settle was the letters 
to be addressed to the king of Englan<l and his ministers, 
in answer to those brought by his ambassador. This was 
a subject of much consideration, for it was a long time 
since we had addressed any one of the kings of Frangi- 
stan; and it would be diificult, in so doing, to ascertain 
how far the Asylum of the Univer.se might compromise 
his dignity. The ambassador from the shah of Fingland, 
'tis true, had brought several oddly shapen, oddly written, 
ajiid strangely sealed letters, whose form and appearance 
wore as different from those used in Persia, .as was the 
ambassador’s smooth chin to the grand vizier’s bearded 
one. What the Franks explained to us, as intended for 
the seal, but which we thought at first might have been 
some precious salve, or ointment, was that which created 
the greatest curiosity amongst us. It was contained in a 
gilded box, and uj)on it was impressed a figure of strange 
import, representing a man on horseback killing a beast. 
Our learned men were called upon to offer some explan¬ 
ation. 'The nearest which they could afford was a conjec¬ 
ture that it might represent Rustam killing the celebrated 
white devil; but this was laid aside, for what had the 
Franks to do with our great hero, and where was the 
white devil ever heard of except in Mazanderan ? The 
explanation which the Franks themselves gave was this, 
that it represented one Georgio, one of their favourite 
imams, who was always at work to keep a furious dragon 
from desolating England, and attacking their king ; and, 
therefore, that the representation of this great and ever- 
c 
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lasting miracle was used as a talisman to all writings, and 
to every thing relating to royalty, by which means the 
country was preserved in safety. This seal being attached 
by certain silken strings to the bottom of the letter, was 
the cause of much discussion between the grand vizier and 
the elchi. The former asserted that it denoted and ac¬ 
quiesced in inferiority; the latter maintained that no such 
intent could be implied, for that the king of England 
esteemed himself inferior to no crowned head in existence. 
\Ve asserted our right to place the shah’s seal at the very 
top of the letter; but this the elchi rejected with much 
indignation, because he had found out that this form .was 
only used in Persia towards an inferior. \Pe then offered 
to stamp it on one side of the writing; this also ho objected 
to, because that might look like too much familiarity. lie 
then suggested that the seal might be placeil on a separate 
piece of paper, and inserted loose in the letter; to which 
we willingly agreed, because, whilst he asserted that it was 
placed where it ought to be, we might on our part assert, 
if we chose, that it was intended for the very top of the 
lelter. 

The letter at length was composed, and was looked upon 
as a model of fine xvriting. The Mooushi al Moimlck, the 
great moonshi of state himself, had applied the whole of his 
genius to selecting such flowers of language as would not 
fall to diffuse joy when exhibited in those dark and dank 
r, gions of the north ; and it was remarked that the refined 
i llusions which it contained were so difficult of coininehen- 
i ion, except by minds the most acute, that no common 
mortal could ever pretend thoroughly to understand what 
was meant. 1 cannot charge my memory with the contents 
of the whole letter, but there was one jiassage in it which 
was admired by all the court as a most finished piece of 
eloquence, and repeated from mouth to mouth as the acme 
of composition ; it was thi.<i: — 

“ M'hcn the flower-garden from which the sweet-smell¬ 
ing flowers of this letter have been culled shall be refreshed 
and watered by the oscillations of your majesty’s eye.s, 
Iteaming good fortune, and when their fragrance shall Itave 
risen in soft incense into the inmost chambers of your 
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umlcrstanding, at that auspicious moment may you be 
seated on tile throne of healtli, and reposing under the 
canopy of a well-organised brain ! ” 

Now, what common mind could ever suppose that this 
was only intended to mean, “ we hope that tliis letter will 
find your majesty in good health i” 

There still existed one difficulty, and that was, to answer 
a letter which had been written by the <jueen of England 
to her, whom, in the ignorance of our customs, the English 
called the queen of Iran, and which was accompanied by a 
present, consisting of a ])ortrait of the queen, set round 
with diamonds, suspended by a chain to be worn round die 
neck. Now, although the shah’s principal wife is called 
the Banou Harem, or the head of the seraglio, yet her 
situation in the state bears as little affinity to that of queen 
of England (from what we could ascertain) as, one may 
say, the she buffalo kept in the enclosure for food and 
milk, has to the cow fed and worshipped by the Hindoo as 
his god. Our shah may kill and create banous at pleasure, 
whereas the (jueen of England maintains her post till the 
linnd of fate lays her in the grave. However, it was ne¬ 
cessary to answer the letter; and after it had been tried by 
severtd of the office scribes, it was at length undertaken by 
the great rnoonshi, who had succeeded so well in the former 
instance. As such a correspondence was new in the annals 
of the empire, 1 will herewith give a copy of this letter, in 
order that the world may know that genius and wisdom are 
flowers peculiar to the soil of my country: — 

lA’tter from (he Icing of Persia's chief wife to the queen of 
England. * 

“’With prayers resembling the chaste garment of the 
Virgin Mary acquitted of false accusations, and witli salu¬ 
tations true as the testimony of Isau given in favour of his 
mother’s virtue, we hail your majesty, our beloved sister, 
whose court is resplendent as paradise; the pearl of the 
shell of authority; the lovely Venus in the sky of great- 


• 1'ho sanction of the highest authority hus been graciously given to tb« 
publication of ihu ungmat letter. 

c 2 
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ness; the ornament of (jrcat Britain ; the accomplished of 
the age ; whose head, we pray, may be encircled with the 
canopy of splendour, so long as the celestial bodies, like the 
illuminating chandeliers in Christian churches, give light 
to the utmost recesses of the sky ; and so long as the sign 
Gemini, resembling the crucifix, is apparent in the heavens. 
We beg leave to assure your majesty of our sincere affec¬ 
tion, and to acquaint you that at an auspicious period like 
the breath of the angel Gabriel communicating grace, and 
at a time like the invigorating respiration of the blessed 
Isau, the letter of our beloved sister, scented with musk 
and ambergris, reached the royal seraglio, perfuming our 
assembly with the breath of our beloved sister, and feasting 
our delighted senses with the intoxicating odour of the 
lily. Its variegated contents, whilst they gratified us with 
the assurance of your majesty’s friendship, were an earnest 
of the accomplishments of the mind of our illustrious sister. 
By the blessing of Allah, the alliance between the two 
states is so firm, that the distillations of the pen in the 
garden of concord, the variegated flowers of harmony and 
unanimity thereof, are exulting and smiling. P’rom th? 
exchange of arqbassadors the doors of friendship are thrown 
open on all sides. It is necessary that the sweet-singing 
nightingales of the pen of correspondence should warble 
some notes in the garden of affection, and open the buds of 
our design in performing the pleasing duty of acknowledg. 
ing, with thanks, the receipt of the acceptable ])rcsent of 
our beloved si.ster, which we have hung upon the neck of 
accomplishment. May your house, the dwelling of kind¬ 
ness and friendshiji, ever flourish. The duties of fiiemlshij) 
point out the necessity of occasionally sprinkling drops 
from the cloud of the pen, to increase the verdure of the 
meadow of affection. May your majesty’s honour and 
glory be perpetual.” 
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CHAPTER V. 


IHr shah’s ambassador to BSCI.AND AXH HAJJI BARA HAM 
THilH AL’DIENCE OF LEAVE OF THE ASYLUM OF THE UKIVEKsE. 


Tufse letters, with others from the ministers of Persia 
to those of England, in which the business and interests of 
the two states were discussed, having been duly written 
and conimunieated to the English ambassador, nothing was 
now left to be done previous to our departure, hut that 
Mirza Firouz should receive his judience of leave from the 
king of kings. 

'J’he astrologers were consulted upon the most fortunate 
hotir for the beginning of an enterprise of such great 
importance both for the individuals engaged in it and foi 
tile state whose interests were concerned, and they fixed 
upon the anniversary of the death of Omar; a day sacred 
to joy among the sectaries of Ali. On the day previous to 
that of di'i'iirture we were ordered to take leave of the 
shah, and the English ambassador was also invited to he 
jireseiit on the occasion. In order to receive every advau- 
tiige from the awards of fate, the king determined to seat 
himself, for the first time, in a saloon which had lieen 
newly erected, an act always looked upon as jiroductive of 
good foitune; and thither we repaired. His majesty was 
seated in a corner, reposing on his pearl-ingrafted cushion 
of state, and on his carpet ornamented witli precious stones. 
The grand vizier, the lord high treasurer, and the secretary 
of state were standing before him, when Mirza Firouz, 
followed by myself, entered the court-yard; and after 
having stood on tlie border of the marble basin for some 
time without onr shoes, Mirza Firouz, as a mark of pecu. 
liar coudeseension, was ordered into the room, and took 
his stand near the vizier, while I remained fixed where I 
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The mirza thought it necessary, and indeed it was proper 
etiquette on such an occasion, to clothe his face with looks 
of great dejection, considering how soon he was to l)c 
deprived of the all-inspiring and all-exhilarating ])resence 
of the great king; and when he stood before his majesty 
with downcast eyes, with his hands before him, and with 
a humble half-inclined curvature of the body, one might 
suppose that he was a criminal brought up for condemna¬ 
tion, rather than one who was about to be clothed with the 
great dignity of being representative of one of the greatest 
sovereigns of the world. 

“ Why are you thus downcast” exclaimed the shah ; 

after all, do not you enjoy the king’s condescension ? " 

“ Belli, Belli, yes, yes,” exclaimed the three ministers 
all in a breath, whilst Mirza Firouz’s looks were on the 
brink of tears. 

Yes,” said the vizier, “ the condescension of the 
king of kings once secured, can any thing else be re¬ 
quired ” 

“ ’Tis true,” said his majesty, addressing himself to 
Mirza Firouz, “ you are about embarking in a ship, you 
arc going on the sea, and will live among the infidels, but 
recollect that by so doing you ensure to yourself the shah’s 
approbation, and then, Inshallah 1 please God, when you 
return, your face will be whitened to all eternity. What 
can you wish for more ? ” 

“Inshallah! Inshallah!” was echoed by the three 
viziers, whilst Mirza Firouz knelt down and kissed the 
ground. 

“ Besides,” said the shah, raising his voice to a tone of 
gaiety, and smiling with great benignity at the same time, 
“ besides, reflect what wonders you are almut to behold. 
Instead of losing the faculties of your brain, consider your¬ 
self one of the most fortunate of men. You arc going to 
see the most celebrated beauties of Frangistan. You will 
see the faces of the wives of my brother the King of Eng¬ 
land, doubtless the gems of the beauties of his dominions. 
You will see more wonders than a Persian ever yet saw.” 

Upon this, Mirza Firouz broke the silence of his tongue, 
and exclaimed, “ May the condescension of the king of 
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kings never be less. May he live a thousand years. I am 
less than dust, and am ready to cover my head with ashes. 
Let me but live to return with a white face, and 1 am 
willing to undergo whatever miseries the infidels may 
choose to inflict. Whose dog am 1, that should refuse to 
obey the orders of the king of kings.? I have only one 
supplication to make before I go, and which I beg per¬ 
mission to idacc at your majesty’s feet.” 

Here he paused, waiting for the royal answer, when, 
after a minute’s interval, the shah exclaimed, “ Say on.” 

“ My supjdication consists in tliis, that, encountering 
the dangers, so celebrated and well known, of the great 
seas, the tempests, the rocks, and the monsters of the deep, 
dangers which no Persian can think of without shuddering, 
should this least and most insignificant of your majesty’s 
slaves hapjien to be swallowed up, he hopes that his house * 
may still enjoy the protection of the king of kings; and, 
moreover, that his son, now an infant, his only child, may 
ever sit under the shade of tlic throne. I have said rny 
word, and my supplications are at an end.” 

” Yes, by the head of the shah,” answered the king in 
great good-humour, “ yes, make your mind easy ; lay your 
head on the pillow of confidence, for, whatever may happen, 
after all I am a king ; your son shall bo our son ; and from 
this day we appoint him one of our slaves in office; and, 
when he shall attain the proper age, shall wait upon our 
jrerson, ami watch over our safety. Go, go; collect your 
fears into a heap, and bid them rest.” 

Upon this, hlirza Firouz again knelt, and touched his 
forehead to the ground ; whilst the viziers exclaimed, 
JIInitliii//iifi! Mnshullah ! 

The English ambassador w.as then introduced, and with 
him a young infidc'I, one of his suite, who was appointed 
to attend the Persian endrassy to England, to act as inter¬ 
preter, and, when the occasion recpiircd, as mehmandar. 
’I’hey were permitted to be covered by the same roof that 
sheltered the Asylum of the AYorld, and were invited to take 
post in the room. 


• When a Persian talks of Ins ktianfh^ or house, it is understood that he 
racaiis his wuincii. 

o 4 
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When the accustomed bows and prostrations had been 
made, and the shah had delivered his khnnh anindced, “ you 
are welcome,” he said; “ By the blessing of Allah, elchi, 
this will he a fortunate day for tire interests of our two 
states. The shah has spre.ad his carpet'in a new place, 
and he hopes that the despatch of his embassy to England 
will be attended with the good fortune which such an act 
secures.” 

To this speech the elchi how'ed, and said he fervently 
prayed that the friendship which now existed between 
England and Persia would last for ever. 

The shah then expressed a hope that the person whom 
he had selected as his representative would l)c agreeable to 
the English nation, and requested that the elchi would 
make it known to his government that he was a man en¬ 
joying the royal confidence ; and in order to that, he added, 
“ You will be pleased to notify officially to my brother, 
the king of England, that he has been honoured with the 
highest distinction which a Persian sul'ject can enjoy. 
The shah this day endows him with one of his own robes.” 

Upon this, a signal being made, a servant brought, 
wrapped in a napkin, a cutehi, or furred cloak, which had 
frequently graced the royal person, and it was immediately 
transferred to the shoulders of Mirza Eirouz, who once 
more knelt and kissed the ground, whilst the viziers and 
the elchi complimented him by saying, “ Muharek, may 
you be fortunate." 

The shah tlieu addressed the king of England’s repre¬ 
sentative, and asked him, witli great ))olitenes3, whether 
he was satisfied with the presents which had been selecte<l 
for his court? to which he received a flattering answer, 
and said that only one thing was wanting to make them 
complete, namely, a portrait of tlie king of kings, in order 
that the people of England might form some conception of 
the beauty of his person, and of his dignity as a sovereign. 

To which the shah was pleased to make a suitable re¬ 
ply, saying, that he had not been unmindful of that part 
of the ambassador’s wishes, for that his painter-in-chief 
had been ordered to prepare a portrait, not only of himself, 
but of the princes his sons also, which he trusted that his 
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brother of England would accept as a mark of his peculiar 
friendship. The painter-in-chief was then ordered to ex¬ 
hibit the portrait, which was, indeed, a great and immortal 
effort of art. It represented, the shah in the chase, in the 
very act of piercing an antelope with a spear on the fullest 
speed of his horse, with the crown on his head, his mag¬ 
nificent armlets buckled to his arm, and dressed in all the 
state jewels. The painter, with inimitable ingenuity, had 
contrived to introduce forty of his sons, like so many stars 
in the firmament blazing in different constellated groups; 
but for w!int of room he could not introduce the rest. 

After it had beej sufficiently exhibited and admired,-it 
was rolled up, and prepared for the journey. 

The assembly was now al>out being dismissed, when the 
shah sto|)ped the English ambassador, and, sending for the 
court jioet, said, “ Wc have still one other mark of our 
friendship for the king of England to show you. Through 
your hands, O elchi! the shah received a box, on the lid 
of which your aged sovereign (for we have perceived that 
his hair is white*), has caused his own person to be 
painted. We have faithfully kept this gift, and cherish it 
as it deserves. As a return, we haye caused this trinket to 
be made.” At the same time he drew from under his 
jiillow a jrocket looking-glass, curiously painted and ena¬ 
melled, upon the lid of which was a miniature portrait of 
himself. “ When my brother shall look upon himself in 
this mirror," said the king of kings, “ he will also sec our 
portrait; thus two sovereign heads will be reflected ; and 
in order to illustrate this we have caused our poet to write 
the ode which is inscribed on the surface of the frame.” 

Upon which Asker Khan, the mclek-alshoheroh, or the 
prince of poets, who had now appeared, was ordered to 
road aloud what was written on the opposite lid of the 
glass; and, clearing his voice, and stroking down his beard, 
sang as follows: — 

Go, envied to where thy destiny rails thee; 

(io, thou leavcat the iffeseucc oi one + Caesar to receive that of another. 


^ In this portrait of George III the hair was powdered 
t To this day one of the titles by whicli the buUan of the Turks is known m 
Persia is, Katset the Caisar of Koine. 
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Still thou bcarest within tht« thy sovereign’s form ; 

And when thou ’rt oi>ened again by Bntatn’b king. 

Thou ’It reflect not one C'sesar, but two Ca'^urs, 

Not one brother, but two brothers; 

Not one Jemsheed, but two Jemshceds; 

Not one i>arab, but two Daratai; 

And as the two Ciesars thus liecoine one. 

So will the Niiglish and Persian nations unite. 

The tneiids ot the one will l>e friends of the other; 

And the enemies of either shall be cnennes lu hoib. 

Go, envied glass, to where thy destiny calls thee; 

Go, leave the presence of thy sovereign to receive that of his brother,” 

All the assembly seemed struck by the beauty of the 
poetry, and the ingenuity which gave rise to it. The 
Knglisli elchi assured the shah that it would lie received 
with tile greatest satisfaction by his ^wn sovereign, who 
would not fail to look into the mirror at least once every 
day ; whilst the viziers and Mirza Firouz did not cease to 
extol the wisdom of their royal master for liaving contrired 
so infalliblo a mode of uniting the two nations in friend¬ 
ship, and of bringing their respective sovereigns so near to 
each other. 

During all tliis time I had stood on the brink of the 
basin, and the shah had not deigned to notice me. But 
when he dismissed Mirza Firouz from his presence, and 
when 1 was pointed oujl to liim as one wlio was to accom¬ 
pany his ambassador' to England, he exclaimed in a loud 
voice, whilst I kissed the ground, “ Go, do good service ; 
labour hard to make the shali's face white in a foreign land. 
Open your understanding and learn things useful. The 
shah expects you to understand all the languages of the 
Franks at your return, in order that you may be aide to 
translate all their books, and let us know under wliat star 
the infidels of those unknown regions draw tlie Itreath of 
life. Go, and having done this, the condescending looks 
of tile king of kings await thee.” 

I had scarcely strength to stammer out, “ Jir <-hrt,hm, 
upon my eyes he it,” so overpowered was I by tlie shah’s 
kindness and afi'ability; and as soon as Mirza I'irouz had 
reached me, and we had gathered up our slippers again, we 
retreated whence we came, and went our way to make jtre- 
parations for immediate departure. 

But however exalted I might liave felt by the magic of 
the shah’s words, still I clung in preference to realities j 
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and, therefore, at the close of day slipt out into the skirts 
of the town, and in tlie huryinj^-ground, near to the tomb 
of the unfortunate Zenah, 1 buried one lieavy sack full of 
tomans. At least, said 1 to myself, there shall be one spot 
in the world towards which my thoughts may turn with 
interest and affection! 


CHAPTER VI. 


Tlir I'l IIMAN FMBASSY LEAVKS THIUAN. - TIIF AMBASSADOU 

A1.M,BS A soi.iuxav; AND IIAJII BABA SHOWS HOW WELL HE 
CAN .MAKE IILMSILF AUKKEAULF. 


The embassy to England was composed of the following 
persons: — 


Mirza Firouz, 
Mirza lliijji Baba, 
Wohamed Beg, 
Ismael Beg, 

Aga Beg, 

Hashem, 

Abbas Beg, 

II ossein Beg, 

Taki, 

Sadek, 

Keridoon, 

Ilassan, 
niahboob, 

Seid, 

Besides many me 


ambassador. 

secretary. 

the master of the ceremonies. 
ntizir, or steward, 
master of the hor.se. 
pehh khetbnet, or footman. 

[ jelnu'iUiTK, or head grooms. 


fernxh, or carpet-spreader, 
running footman, 
barber, 
cook. 

black slave, the treasurer, 
ditto, valet de chainbre. 
•htem, or stable boys. 


The young infidel before alluded to, who had accom. 
panied the English ambassador to Persia, and who knew 
but just enough of our langiuigo to misunderstand all that 
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we saidj was to proceed in the train of Mirza Firouz, and 
when we liad reached his own territory was to act as inter¬ 
preter; for lie calculated that during the journey he would 
bo so much under the necessity of learning Persian, that 
before we reached England we should be able perfectly to 
understand each other. 

On the evening before the festival of the death of Omar 
the tents of the embassy were pitched at one parasang from 
the city ; and on the morning of that day, when every good 
shiah was devoutly heaping curses ujion that long-deceased 
usurper, precisely at the moment prescribed by the astrolo¬ 
gers, Ulirza Firouz and suite issued from the (hisbin gate. 
We were followed by our respective friends, who did not 
cease to put up prayers for our pros|)crity; and the day 
was passed in frequent communications with tlic city, in 
order that every part of the baggage and eijuipages might 
be got together^ previous to ultimate departure. 

I, ’tis true, had but few friends to regret my loss. 
Hitherto, I had formed no ties in Persia ; I had neither 
house nor child belonging to me; and I left Tehran with 
few regrets. But it was not so with my companions. Tlie 
ambassador himself had only one wife and one child ; but 
he had, besides, a large establishment of slaves, who, as 
report gave out, contributed to his happiness. Several of 
his servants had wives and families; and it may l)c 
imagined what black water * was shed, when it was known 
that the object of the journey they were alxmt to undertake 
was Frangistan; a country which, in the mind of a I’ersian, 
scarcely exists but in imagination, where the unclean beast 
is eaten without scruple, and Mahomed the blessed treated 
as an impostor. 1 had conversed freely with most of my 
future companions, and learned that very few of them had 
ever been beyond Ispahan ; so ignorant were they of almost 
every thing save their own hills and plains, (iod knows 
by w'hat magic I had acquired a sort of reputation for 
knowing a great deal about the manners and customs of 
Europe; and it was quite amusing to listen to the extra¬ 
ordinary questions which were made me concerning them. 


* Ab stah, black water; «u tlic Perhians figuratively call tears. 



IN ENGLAND. 


2.0 

One asked, “ How shall we get there ? underground, or 
how ?” Another, “ We hear that their only food is the 
unlawful beast; how can a Mussulman exist there A 
third said, “ At least we shall get wine, for we are told 
they drink nothing else, and that all their water is salt.” 
The nazir avowed his intention to take several loads of rice 
with him, expecting to find none in Europe; and he 
seemed very much puzzled how to convey a sufficient 
quantity of Shiraz syrup in bottles, to make his master’s 
sherbets. The stable men were anxious to know whether 
barley grew in the countries they were going to visit, and 
whether cboi)ped straw was also to be had in abundance. 
The barber wished to ascertain what quantity of soap he 
was to convey ; and the cook whether pots and pans were 
common to Franks. 

Hating bc-en joined by the Englishman, who had clothcil 
himself in our dress for the journey, we at length departed, 
and turned our horses’ heads towards the land of infidels. 
I must not omit to mention here, that, out of compliment 
to us, he permitted his beard to grow, and thus cleared up 
the <|nestion whether Franks ever could have beards. All 
tho.se who visited our country looked as if they had been 
pre|i.ared for offices in our harems ; hut now that we were 
positive they [lossessed the seeds of a beard within the soil 
of their face, we were angry that they did themselves and 
their country such little justice in our eyes. 

Fiver since my return from Ispahan 1 had endeavoured 
to ascertain upon what terms 1 stood with my new master 
(for such I must call him), the Mirza Firouz. It had been 
whispered to me that he was jealous of the selection which 
the grand vizier had made in appointing me to collect the 
presents. He very probably would have liked that com¬ 
mission himself, or, at all events, he expected that he might 
have superintended it, by sending one of his own servants 
to execute it. 1 was told, that, elependent as I was upon 
the prime minister, the ambassador looked upon me in no 
better light than as a spy upon his actions; and, as the 
grand vizier himself was his enemy, he naturally expected 
that I should be so also. Therefore 1 was advised to keep 
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well upon my guard, to open wide the portals of prudence, 
and to close the avenues of indiscretion. 

In order to do away with those impressions, 1 en¬ 
deavoured to insinuate myself into his good graces : I 
well knew his weak points, and there made my advances. 
My former experience of his character had taught me that 
witli flattery, flattery as palpable as the gold which covers 
the coppered cupola of the imperial mosque at Tehran, I 
might, if 1 chose, always carry his beard in my hand, and 
make him walk round and round my little finger. Ac¬ 
cordingly, 1 sought every opportunity of entering into 
conversation with him, by riding close behind him whilst 
we were on the road, or standing before him when we 
made a halt ; and I so humbled myself, by not presuming 
to sit unless he bid me, that he became much pleased with 
my attentions, and with the tone of deference and submis¬ 
sion that 1 had adopted. He had always been famous fur 
the indiscreet use which he made of the great powers 
of speech with which he was endowed, and every one 
knew it was owing to that circumstance the grand vizier 
had determined to inflict upon him the honour of being an 
ambassador to countries beyond the sun, in the hope of 
being rid of him and his tongue perhaps for ever. 

\Ve had not travelled many parasangs ere he broke 
loose from every restraint, and gave full vent to his feel¬ 
ings. Surrounded by his servants, who, although taken 
up pith their own thoughts upon leaving their homes, still 
were ready to take part in what was passing in his, he 
lanched out into the following soliloquy : — 

“ I have done the needful to his father’s grave ; 1 will 
neither spare his wife nor his sisters. May an old ass 
make love to his mother! By tlie blessing of the Prophet, 
a hundred dogs, one after another, will make a corner¬ 
stone of his beard, and every day bring their friends to 
follow their examples 1 Oh, thou old flint-heart! thou 
whose stone never sweats!* Inshallah! jdease Allah! 
whatever curse was over conceived, or whatever misfortune 
was ever known to befall, may they all alight on thy head 

* Thi& desianation is frcfjucntly applied to a miser j as we might say, a skm 
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at once !” Then turning round to me, he exclaimed, 
“ Ilajji ! hy my soul, and by your own death! you who 
know the world, who have eaten the dirt both of Turk and 
Turcoman, how is it possible that you would consent to 
cat that of an old niggard ?” 'I'hen looking straight 
forwards, and talking aloud as he rode at the head of the 
party, “ Well, and now 1 am an clchi! and to whom? 
to the Franks—to the king of the Franks! May they 
and their fathers’ graves he eternally defiled ! And I am, 
forsooth, to leave my family, my child, my country, to go 
W'andering into unknown regions, amongst beardless in¬ 
fidels. all because this old ill-bcgotten vizier chooses to 
think that the shah was beginning to be too mindful of 
me 

“ Yes,” said I, “whatever you are pleased to say is 
true, and I, who am less than a dog, agree in all your 
feelings. But, in the name of your child, the shah’s 
business must be done by somebody ; if it1)c not hy jou, 
it would be by some one else; and by your own beard, let 
me ask, who is there throughout the whole of Iran, 
excepting yourself, who could undertake it?” 

There is no one else,” exclaimed Mohammed Beg, 
the master of the ceremonies; “ mashallah ! praise be to 
(Jod ! who is there like our aga now in I’ersia ? Who is 
the master of wit, the master of thought, like him?” 

“ Yes, yes,” eehoed 1, “ and the owner of accomplish, 
ments, the lord of penetration.’’ 

“ A man of .judgment and design,” rejoined the master 
of the ceremonit's. 

“ Of good heart, good tem[)er, and good fortune,” 
answered I. 

“ 'J'rue, true,” said my companion, “ there is none his 
equal.” 

“ Besides, mashallah ! look at his person,” screamed I ; 
“ a handsome youth, with narrow waist and broad should¬ 
ers ; a good riiler, and one who has not his equal with the 
spear.’’ 

lJj)on hearing this, Mirza Firouz, who had permitted 
the free circulation of our words to enter into both his 
ears, struck the stirrups into his horse’s flanks, dashed off’ 
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at a bound, and, making a deviation from the road on the 
fullest speed of his horse, took a long sweep, and returned 
to us, apparently quite pleased with his feat. He then 
suddenly stopped his horse with all the force of his arm a 
few yards from us. 

“ I’raise he to God !” was echoed through all the band 
when they saw this, which was answered by the ambassa¬ 
dor by calling for a jerid, or staff, and exclaiming, “ ’'J'is 
most true; I swear by the beard of Ali, that in point 
of horsemanship there is no one like me.” Then calling 
out to me, “ Hajji, in the name of Allah,” said he, “ let 
us make a little play.” Upon this I dashed my horse on. 
wards, and fled from before him, in the most courtier-like 
style possible, when, as he followed close upon me, he was 
pleased to lanch his jerid at my head, and inflict thereon 
iso severe a blow, that the stick rebounded to some distance, 
and left him nothing to wish for. This was a signal for 
the rest of the party to abandon the sobriety of their steady 
travelling pace, and to commence a skirmish all over the 
plain, hooting, kicking, pulling up, advancing again, and, 
in short, doing all that which men taking a ride for mere 
pleasure, would do. 

AVhen this exuberance of spirits had subsided, and we 
had again collected into the train of our chief, he asked for 
his pipe, and smoked and chatted until we reached our 
first stage. 

Notwithstanding the blow on my head, which had in a 
great measure stopped the flow of my applause, I managed 
to keep up a good countenance; and though 1 rubbed the 
sore place, I still could laugh at the jokes of my chief. By 
way of a jeer, he frequently said, “‘Ay, Hajji, it is lucky 
that the blow was not worse. God was mercifulwhich 
set all th6.se around us upon the broad grin, and increased 
the satisfaction which he enjoyed at the contemplation of 
his own dexterity. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


HP A.\IB\SSAI>OIl FXF.nr.lSFS Ills PRIVII.FCP AT AllZ KOITAf. ANII 

SKTS AT l>fcH\NrE A FAbHA OF THREE TAILS.-THEIT BEALTE 

OONSTANTINOl'LE. 


^V'^; travcllefl through Persia by easy stages, and made a 
halt for a few days at Tabriz, to receive the commands of 
our illustrious prince royal, previously to quitting the terri¬ 
tory of Persia. Having taken charge of his letters for his 
uncle, the king of England, as w’ell as some additional pre¬ 
sents, we proceeded on our march again, jiassed Erivan, 
ranged the foot of .\gri-dagh, or the Wild Mountain*, 
slept at the Armenian monastery, and crossed, without an 
accident, the rapid and tlangerous stream of the Arjiachai. 
Traversing the frozen region of Armenia, we reached Kars, 
where we rested two days ; and, without meeting any of 
the much dreaded ('urdish robbers on the mountains of 
ISavanhi, at length reposed in Arz Houm. 

Here the ambassador was well received by the governor 
of the province, a pasha of three tails, who did his utmost 
to make our stay agreeable; but it was evident that we en¬ 
tered his city at an unlucky hour, because a circumstance, 
not long after our arrival, took place, which destroyed the 
good understanding that at first had subsisted between the 
amba.ssador and the pasha. 

Sadek, the running footman, as depraved and worthless 
as the worst of his fraternity, had shown mspositions to 
abscond even before we reached Arz Roum, having more 
than once expressed his sorrow at leaving his own country 
and its pleasures. We had not been tnany days arrived, 
when it was announced to the ambassador that he was no¬ 
where to be found; and, moreover, that one of the gold 


* One of the namea given to Mount A rat at 
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pipe-heads and a horse’s gold chain were missing. In¬ 
stantly a search was instituted; the pasha’s officers, as well 
as some of the ambassador’s own servants, were sent in pur¬ 
suit, and in two days after the fugitive was brought back, 
and convicted of the theft. lie was seized, tied hand ami 
foot, and the ambassador, in the hearing of the 'Furkish 
officers, proclaimed his intention of cutting off his ears. 
This was reported to the paslia, who feeling that no 
j)unishment of that description ought to be inflicted exee])l 
by himself, and that to permit such an act in bis own city 
would be throwing away his couse(iuonce and authority, he 
determined upon making a remonstrance with the am¬ 
bassador ; and ordered his principal chaousli. an old grave 
Turk with a white beard, to carry a very civil message to 
that purjrort. 

The ambassador was surrounded by all his servants 
when the chaoush entered, and was still in the height of 
his fury at the delinquency of his running footman. He 
was pouring out a torrent of words, cursing first the day he 
had set out on this expedition, then the vizier who sent 
him, then the Turks and their country, when the solemn 
son of Osman interposed his udani aleikum, peace be with 
you ! and took his seat with all due reverence. 

“ \Vhat has happened ?” exclaimed the ambassador to 
his visiter. 

“ Nothing !" answered the chaoush. 

“ Have you seen what abomination that rascally coun¬ 
tryman of ours has been committing said the ambassa¬ 
dor. “ Please- Heaven, his father shall burn ere long. 
We are not such asses to let him cscaj)e gratis. Until 
I have got his ears into my pocket, not a <trop of ivatcr 
passes my lips; of that make your mind easy, O effendi!” 

“ The iifliha, my master,” said tlie Turk, “ makes 
prayers for your happiness, and has desired me to inform 
you that such things cannot be.” 

“ What things cannot be exclaimed the ambassador, 
with the greatest vivacity. “ '\Phat cannot be ? Shall I 
not then cut off his ears ? f\h ! you know but little of 
Mirza Firouz if you think so 1 Uy the sacred beard of the 
Prophet, by the salt of the shah, by die pasha’s soul, and 
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by your death, I would as soon cut off his ears (ears, did [ 
say?—by Ali, and head into the bargain!) as I woulil 
drink a cup of water. W'e are rare mailmen we I'ersians ; 
we do not stand upon tritics.” 

“ But,” t.uid the 'I'urk, totally unmoved by the volubility 
and matter of this speech, “ my master orders me to say 
that he is one of three tails, and that, therefore, no ears can 
he cut off in Arz Houm except liy himself.’’ 

“ 'i’hree tails !” exclaimed the Mirza, “ three, do you 
say? If the jiasha has three, 1 have fifteen ; and if that 
won’t do, 1 have a hundred ; and if that be not enough, 
tell him that I have one thousand and one tails, (jo, for 
the love of ,\llah, go ; and tell him, moreover, since he 
brings his three tails into the account, that the ears are off, 
oft’ off.” Then calling aloud to his ferash, and to two or 
thiee other servants, he said in a most peremptory tone, 
“ (Jo, rascals, ipnck, fly. bring Sadek’s ears to me this 
instant. I’ll three tail him I If he had fifty ears I would 
ent them oil'.” 'J’hen turning to the chaoush, who had 
already got on his feet in readiness to depart, he said, 
“ May your shadow never be loss. May tiod protect you, 
Make my jtrayeis acceptable to the pasha, and tell him again, 
if he has three tails, 1, by the blessing of the Prophet, have 
fifteen. 

l,'])on this the Turk, exclaiming from the bottom of 
his gullet “ Im illaha illallah ! there is but one God,” 
walked slowly away, atid had not proceeded many steps 
before he met the Persians coming ufi, bearing the ears of 
their countryman, or something very like them, on the 
cap of a saucepan, and who did not fail to exhibit them 
to the jihlegmatic < Ismanli with appiropriate expressions of 
su])erciliousness. 

The pasha, enraged at this treatment, soon made our 
residence in his city loo disagreeable to invite us to stay 
longer than necessary, and accordingly we very soon after 
dejiarted, leaving the cropped Sadek to find his way 
hack to Per.sia in the best manner he w.as able. It was, 
however, known afterwards that he departed with his eart 
on his head ; and that the bits of flesh exhibited on the 
lid of the saucepan were slices of a young kid: for 

i> 2 
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whether the executioners of their master’s commands knew 
that it was in nowise in his nature to be cruelj or whetlier 
they were the culprit’s personal friends, it is certain that 
he fared very tenderly for his roguery. 

After having traversed the long and tedious road 
through Turkey, quarrelling at every post-house, and 
increasing our stock of hatrcsl for the sectaries of Omar, 
we at length descried the cupolas and minarets of the 
capital of the Blood-drinker *, the vast and magnificent 
Constantinople. 

The ambassador was received with proper ceremony 
and respect by the Turkish authorities, and a large house 
at Scutari t allotted to him and his suite. A meliinandar 
was also appointed, whose duty was to collect and dis¬ 
tribute the daily allowance of provisions granted for the 
use of the embassy, according to the established usages of 
the empire. The young infidel, who had accompanied us. 
and who now made himself tolerably well understood in 
our language, left us, and took up his quarters among his 
own people ; and shortly after preceded us to a city called 
Giaour Inmir, or the Infidel Smyrna, in order to prepare 
a ship to conduct us to England. 

The ambassador, soon after his arrival, visited the grand 
vizier, and in succession most of the principal Turkish 
officers, many of whom took a great liking to him, and 
seemed to take much pleasure in his conversation. How¬ 
ever he might be pleased with this, still his native hatred 
for the Turks never forsook him, and he never lost an 
opportunity of expressing it, when he could do so with 
propriety. One day, at a confidential interview with the 
grand vizier, at which 1 was permitted to be jiresent, that 
minister, c^jbrated for being a pure and bigoted Mussul¬ 
man, talking of the power of the Franks in general, of 
their institutions, and also of their obstinate adherence to 
their own religious faith, exclaimed to the ambassador, 
“ Ah, my friend, when will the world be cleansed from 
this most accursed race of unbelievers ? What is to be 
done?” 

• A title by which the aulran of Turkey is known in Perhta 

f The suburb of Cotistantino|tle on the Asiatic side uf the Itu'.pliorin> 
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" I tell you what," answered the Mirza, " Allah must 
do it; for, between you and 1, I do not think that you 
ever will." 

On another occasion, when on a visit to the mufti, that 
great chief of the law, having sufficiently deplored the 
ambassador’s evil destiny, which led him to quit the land 
of the true faith, in order to inhabit the regions of infidelity, 
saiil, “ Great will be the mass of impurity with which you 
will be overwhelmed before you return. How shall you 
ever cleanse yourself therefrom ?” 

“Inshallah! please Heaven," answered my chief, “by 
Jiot returning through Constantinople.’’ 

The ambassador was once invited to an assembly of free 
livers, where wine was introduced, accompanied by sing¬ 
ing and music. This brought on a discussion mron the 
respective merits of 'rurkish and Persian music, when a 
young eftenili, who showed great pretensions to wit, said, 
loud enough for us to lu-ar, “ As for the effect which their 
music produces, we know that when a Persian sings we 
always expect that it will rain.’’ 

“ And we in Persia have always remarked,’’ exclaimed 
the ambassador, “ that when a Turk sings he sets all the 
asses braying in response.” 


CHAPTER VIII. 

MIMA niioer. arcKivrs a i'Rfsfxt of a Circassian slave.— 
T.IK IIISI'ORV or III R CAFriVITY IS lU.SCKIRFI). 

A FEW days before our departure, the ambassador sent 
presents to the principal Turkish officers, and received 
others in return. He had formed a great intimacy with 
one of the secretaries of state, a jovial spirit, who was 
addicted to pleasure, and particularly fond of Persian 
poetry and literature, 'fo him he presented his own 
favourite riding-horse, accompanied by a Ijeautiful copy of 
D 3 
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Hafiz* ; and as he was anxious that they should he well 
received, he requested me to ]>resent them myself, with the 
proper compliments. Yarak Ktteudi, for tliat was his 
name, expressed himself greatly pleased at this mark of 
his friend’s attention, and jtrofessed himself at a loss what 
to offer in return. He consulted me fora long while upon 
what I thought would be most agreeable to him. Of 
shawls he knew he had abundance. I’elisses and furs he 
also knew were common in 1‘ersia. Stuffs and brocades 
were more beautifully manufactured with us than in 
Turkey. English goods he would not offer ; we were 
going whence they came. Amber-headed pijies the Persians 
ilid not use ; and we neither prized their horse-furniture 
nor their carjiets. \rhat then was to be done ? At 
length a thought struck him, and he e.xclaimed, “ I have 
it! 1 have it ! 'J'he ambassador, 1 know him, is .an 
admirer of female beauty. lie shall not go among the 
infidels to Jiut his beard into their hands. 1 le shall have 
my new Circassian slave; she is beautiful as the moon ; 
and it is scarcely an hour since she has made the profes. 
siou of the true faith. I bought her out of the ship she 
came in but yesterday from that arch man-stealer, Khersis 
Oglu, and he assures me that she is of Circassian blood, 
and a princess ; but 1 supjiose the kafir lies.” 'I'hen 
addressing himself particularly to me, he said, “ May I 
venture to send her to your aga ? ” 

I professed ignorance of his tastes, and said that I 
would soon inform him of the ambassador’s wishes on that 
head, not tioubting, that if there was a jiossibility of 
taking such an addition to his suite witii him, that he 
would not hesitate in so doing. 

Accordingly d returned to Mirza h'irouz, who received 
the efiendi’s proposal at first with ecstasy ; then with 
hesitation ; and at length, by way of not doing an uncivil 
act, he let him know that he could not have hit upon a 
present that would be more agreeable to him. 

At the close of day she arrived, veileil from head to 
foot, mounted on a horse, and escorted by the eflundi s 


• The most estei'meil ol tin* i’crs>ian pod's. 
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black man slave, who received a handsome present in 
)noncy for his trouble. She was immediately conducted 
into the ambassador’s house, who had ordered a suitable 
jilaee for her reception ; and when he went to visit her, 
we collected ourselves into a body, and freely discussed the 
probable consequences of this proceeding. 

“ lie will eat a good allowance of his wife’s slipper*," 
exclaimetl Ismael lleg, the tiazir, “ if once he gets within 
reach of it, should she become acquainted with what he 
has done.” 

“Ah!” said Taki, the ferash, who seemed to know 
much of the interior of his household, “ the khanuin is at 
a great distance now; and until that time comes the world 
may have turned uj)side down.” 

“ Were she a Georgian,” remarked Seid, “ there would 
he no harm tlone, for they are tractable ; but being a t’ir- 
cassian, ’tis time to put our trust in God. They iwe a bad 
race.” 

“ Georgian or Circassian, Lesgui or Abkhasians,” said 
the master of the ceremonies, “ they are all children of the 
devil together. I hope the arrival of this stranger among 
us may not bring ashes upon our heads in a foreign land.’’ 

“ I tell you what,” said I, “ whatever we may think on 
this occasion is all very well, provided we recollect that 
she is the elchi’s property ; and although she is one woman 
among so many men, yet, mind ye! he alone is her 
master.” 

“Yes, O^es!” they all exclaimed; “whose dogs are 
we, that we should think otherwise ? ” 

The next morning the ambassador, of his own accord, 
gave me the history of his slave, which he had got from 
her own mouth. It was briefly this, that she was the 
daughter of a Circassian chief, who lived near the banks of 
the lllack Sea, of a character so lawless and depraved, that 
even among his own countrymen he was called Shaitan 
hachch, or (diild of Satan. His cruelties and drunkenness 
would have been of little consequence had they been merely 


• The shoe* i» a RToat instruiHPnt of acprt'^s.ion in Persia: a mistress bents 
her bl.ive with her shoe, a wile her hu'*lMtul; ami wlion a servant is ira- 
liurtiiicnt, he reeeim blows on the mouth with the biioc.heel. 

i> 4 
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the effect of sudden passion ; but gambling was the vice to 
which he sacrificed every other feeling; and this led him 
to commit acts of unheard-of enormity. To one of these 
acts this poor slave had fallen a victim. He had gambled 
to such an excess with a neighbouring chieftain, a man of 
greater power than himself, that he was totally ruined; 
and, determining to make one desperate effort to retrieve 
his losses, he resolved upon selling all his family as slaves 
to the Turkish merchants who made that traffic. He 
accordingly struck a bargain with one of the most enter¬ 
prising of that profession; and on a certain day it was 
agreed that he would furnish a fixed quantity of slaves, 
both male and female, who shoulil be embarked in the 
vessel waiting off the coast for that purpose. When he 
had been apprised of the arrival of the ship, upon j)retext 
of giving an entertainment to his family, he collecterl the 
different individuals composing it under his roof, and in¬ 
vited them to join him in emi)tying certain skins of wine 
which had been provided for the occasion. When he saw 
that the men were sufficiently intoxicated for his purpose, 
at a signal given his house was surronndeif by a host of 
armed Turks, the crew of the slave-ship, and they imme¬ 
diately made prisoners of all the company, carrying away 
the drunkards like logs, and forcing off the women. Be¬ 
sides herself, who was his daughter, he had sold his wife 
and two of her brothers, with one of his own, his father 
and mother, two women servants, two aunts, a^d an uncle ; 
and, by way of completing the dozen, he stole a priest who 
was riding quietly hy at the time, and added him to the 
party. As soon as they were embarked, the vessel set all 
sail, and not many days after they reached (Constantinople, 
when she was immediately bought up by the secretary of 
state. 

The ambassador said that her Circa-ssian name was 
Mariam, hut that he intended to call her DHfmh, or the 
Heart-enslaver, owing to the great fascination of hor man¬ 
ner. He descrilted her as being low in stature, and of a 
round and melon-formed person, but possessing eyes of 
surprising size and fire, and a complexion as verdant • as 

• Subs, or e^recn* a word lucd m Persian, denoting a tHrunette. 
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even the most celebrated beauties of Iran. He seemed 
quite elated with his acquisition, and expressed his inten. 
tion to have her instructed in all the arts and accomplish¬ 
ments which the Europeans arc capable of teaching. She 
was to become mistress of embroidery, of tailoring, of 
making stockings, and twisting ringlets. She was to learn 
to sing, dance, and play musical instruments. In short, 
he intended to make her so accomplished a slave, that, in 
case some conciliatory present were ever necessary to the 
shah, he might have her ready at hand to secure his peace. 
At present he described her as totally ignorant. She 
could give no account of her religion; she could neither 
read nor write; and her whole morality seemed that of 
revenging a family quarrel, and showing hospitality to the 
stranger. She was perfectly agreeable to become a follower 
of the blessed IMahomed, and pronounced the profession of 
the true faith without a moment’s hesitation. “ What 
she may prove to be in character,” said the ambassador, 

‘ Allah only knows ; that will entirely depend upon my 
good or ill luck, and upon the position of the planets at the 
time of her entering my house.” 


CHAPTER IX. 

THE EMBASSY LEAVE CONSTANTINOPLE, BEACH SMYRNA, AND EM 

BAKE ON BOAUU AN ENGLISH SHIP.-THEIR RECEmON ON 

BOARD IS DESCRIBED. 


Tiip. ambassador liaving received intelligence from 
“ Gianur I.tmir*’’ that a ship was in readiness to receive 
him and his suite, in order to convey him to London (for 
so is the foot of the English throne called), we proceeded 
on oiti journey in the same manner as we had travelled 

• The infitirf Smyrna; fio this city U called in Turkey, owing to the large 
quamity of liuroeeanR wlro remde there. 
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from Persia, with this diff'erenco, that lYdfvrih, the Circas¬ 
sian, who now had been put under the special charge of 
the two black slaves, Mahhooh and Seid, was mounted 
upon a mule, closely veiled from head to foot. Having 
passed the two large cities of Brousa and Maiicsia, travers¬ 
ing a country which produces every thing that can 
contribute to the happiness and well-being of man, we at 
length reached the city of our destination, situaieil on the 
borders of a magnificent bay, anil called Infidel iM'cause it 
harbours many European merchants, many Creeks, and 
many Armenians, who ilrink wine oiienly, anil whose hogs 
are allowed to walk about the streets. U]K)n entering it 
we blew over our shoulilers to kiep the impurity of its 
inhabitants from us, and then took up our quaiters in a 
house which the Turkish government had been enjoined to 
prepare for the ambassador’s recejition. 

We had been greeted a parasang before our entry into 
the city by the young Inglis, who, in quality of mehman- 
dar, had proceeded from Constantinojile to priqiare our 
way ; and he informed the ambassador tliat two ships were 
in readiness, the one, as he described it, a large shij) be¬ 
longing to the shah of his country, destined for the use of 
the embassy ; and another hired from a merchant, for the 
purpose of conveying the horses. He assured us that 
every thing was ready for our reception, that all the pro¬ 
visions were on lioard, sheep for our leiilmlix, goats for our 
milk, fowls, geese, ducks, and turkeys, and ]denty of 
water. There was only one thing which he wished to 
ascertain, namely, whether the ambassador liked to sleep 
in a bed which, by his descrijition, was made to move 
backwards and forwards, or one which remained stationary. 

Ignorant as we W'cre of the nature of a shij), and of 
every circumstance attending a sea life, we became much 
puzzled at his questions. In the first place, that a ship 
should, from his description, he a farm-yard, containing all 
the animals he had enumerated, sUrpiised us not a little; 
but why a bed should be made to move about was ex¬ 
tremely puzzling ; and why it should even be a question, 
whether a man should lie quiet, or be tossed backwards 
and forwards, was still to be explained; and therefore the 
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ambassador wisely left the matter at rest for the present, 
until we should he better able to judge for ouiselves. 

This, and various other eircumstances, gave us great 
matter for discussion, and increased our impatience to see 
the Frank ship, and all the wonders which we anticipated 
that it would contain. The mehrnandar was not aware of 
the circumstance which had added the C'ircas.sian to our 
]>arty, and, as he was acquainted with our customs!, which 
required the seclusion of women from the gaze of men, he 
hastened on board to make the necessary arrangements, and 
left ns to prciiare our baggage for immediate departure. 

'flic ambassador was very anxious not to leave the shore 
and set foot on board excepting at a fortunate hour; and 
he consulted thereujion his master of ceremonies, iSlohamed 
Heg, who had a good knowledge of astrology, having 
studied for some time under the celebrated Mirza C'ossim 
of Isiiahan. He did not discover any fortunate conjunc¬ 
tion of the planets for a week to come; and wc were 
making up our minds to remain quietly .smoking the pipe 
of ])atience, when, the second morning after our arrival at 
Smyrna, our haggage having been embarked the day before, 
the mehmandar, attended by the captain of the ship, came 
to announce that all was ready, that the wintl was fair, and 
that we must embark, 'fliis had not met the ambassador’s 
Ciilculiition, and he positively said that he would not stir. 
'I’he want of a good moment, said he, was not to be disre¬ 
garded ; and whatever any body else might think, he for 
his part valued his lile and the beard upon his chin too 
nmch, to commence such a hazardous undertaking as that 
of embarking u]>on a shiji commanded by inddels, to go to 
infidels’ countries, without having the full sanction of his 
own astrologers. He was striMigthened in his resolution 
by Mohained Heg. who, strong in his .science, and obstinate 
in his converse with the heavens, declared that to go, 
merely at the invitation of an infidel, who, because the 
wind blew fair, thought that no other requisite was want¬ 
ing to a prosperous voyage, would lie downright madness ; 
atid accordingly they both resolved that nothing should 
make them stir. In vain, both mehmandar and captain 
said that the most fortunate moment surely was that when 
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the wind was fair; and tliafj if they permitted it to shift, 
they might not be able to sail for many a week ; nothing 
could avail, and they were about to walk away in despair, 
when, as the best of all good luck would have it, the 
ambassador sneezed twice. Every one having compli¬ 
mented him, he said, “ This is a good omen ; if the stars 
were now but propitious, what an excellent moment for 
departure!” 

At that very instant Mohamed Beg also sneezed twice ! 
We were all in ecstasy. “ I’raise lie to God, and thanks 
to Allah ! ” came from every lip, and there was not a dis¬ 
senting voice ; the omen was too strongly pronounced, that 
further objections should be made, and the ambassador 
immediately announced his readiness to proceed. 

AVe then without delay, putting our right legs foremost 
on crossing the threshold of the house, jiroceoded in a body 
to the beach, where boats had been provided to take us on 
board. There seemed to be considerable ceremony among 
the Franks on this occasion. The ambassador and 1, and 
one of his slaves bearing his shoes, were placed in the 
largest boat witli the mehmandar and the captain ; whilst 
another conveyed the rest of the suite and the (Circassian. 
The bead of the stable, with his grooms and stable-boys, 
were embarked on board the horse ship. 

We had reached the frigate all but about one maidan, 
when, wonderful to behold, at the sound of a shrill whistle, 
out jumped hundreds of what we took to be ropcdancers; 
for none but the celebrated Kheez-Ali of Shiraz, hiimitable 
throughout Asia for his feats on die tight rope, could have 
done what they did. They appeared to balance themselves 
in rows upon ropes scarcely perceptible to the eye, ascend¬ 
ing higher and higher in graduated lines, until on the very 
tip-top of the mast stood, what we imagined to be either a 
gin or a dive, for nothing mortal surely ever attempted 
such a feat. We had no sooner reached the deck whither 
we had all been whisked up (the blessed Ali best knows 
how), than instantly such discharges of cannon took place, 
that with excess of amazement our livers turned into water, 
and our brains were dried up. 

“ In die name of Allali!" exclaimed the elchi, “ what 
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doe? this mean? Is this hell? or is it meant for heaven? 
What news are arrived?” All this he was exclaiming, 
whilst the captain, standing before him, maile low hows, 
and seemed to claim his admiration. And it was only 
when the firing had ceased, and that our ears hail some¬ 
what recovered the shocks they had received, that the 
mehmandar stepped up and said, this was done in honour 
of his excellency, and was the acknowledged mode in 
England of treating persons of distinction. “ -May your 
shadow never be less,” rejoined the andiassador. “ 1 am 
very sensible of the honour,” at the same time thrusting 
his fingeis into his ears, “ and I assure you that this 
mark of distinction will leave a lasting impression upon me. 
But what is the use of discharging so many cannon, and 
W'asling so much precious gunpowder? You have fired 
away more powder than our .shah did in the celebrated 
siege of Tus, when, with three halls and one cannon, he 
discomfited a host of Yuzhegs, and kept the whole of their 
kingdom in fear of his power for ever after. But how 
many camion have you on board, in the name of the 
Prophet ?” said he. The mehmandar answered, “ Forty- 
four. ” 

‘•Do you mean actually forty-four ? ” said his excellency, 
“ or do you mention that number as indenfiite, signifying 
a great many, as wo say chehr! mitiar, forty pillars, when 
we talk of the ruins of Persepolis; or the’c/ie/iid ten, or 
forty bodies, when we would describe the matiy saints 
buried in the mausoleum near Shiraz ?’’ 

“ I mean actually forty-four,” said the mehmandar, 
apjiealing to the captain of the ship, who was standing 
near. “ But that is a mere trifle,” added he. “ Our king 
has many ships that carry three times this number, and at 
least fifty hearing the same number; and when all the 
guns which are carried about from one end of the world to 
the other are enumerated, you must cease counting by 
hundreds, but take to thousands.” 

“ There is but one God!” exclaimed the ambassador, 
putting his finger in his mouth at the same time, and 
deeply cogitating. “ You sec what 1 said before is true,” 
turning towards me and others of the suite who were ga- 
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thered round him; “I told you once before, that the English 
dig up their cannon all ready made in the mine, and tliis 
proves it. (lenturies, with idl the hlaeksmiths of Iran at 
work from morning to night, would never make so many 
guns.” 

“ Yes, yes,” was answered hy us. “ We believe it all,” 
said one. “ These Franks are devils, not men,” said 
another. “ Wonderful things shall we have to say when 
we return to Persia,” said a third. Then all at once, as 
if by magic, we saw immense sails loosened from jdaces 
where the eye before saw nothing but wood and ropej and 
ere a mollah could have counted his beads and said an 
hundred “ Clod forgive me’s," we began to move at a 
rapid rate through the water, and an universal commotion 
among the houses, ships, trees, and mountains which sur¬ 
rounded us appeared to have taken place, and we were 
given to the mercy of the waves. 

“ We are gone and doubly gone, now,” said the ambas. 
sador; " we are in the hands of Allah!” 

“ God be with us I oh, Mahomed! oh, Ali!” exclaimed 
I. “ Ali send us all safe back!” groaned the master of the 
ceremonies. 

“ Ameen! ameen/" echoed the remainder of the suite. 


CHAPTER X. 


THE NOVELTY OF SHII’-BOARI) TO 1TKSI.\NS IS BFSCKIKEl). -THEY 

BEARN THE DIFFEKKNCE BETWI EN ASTRONOMY ANTI ASTROLOGY. 

When we had exhausted our first astonishment on the 
deck, we descended into a room ornamented with looking- 
glasses, and fitted up with various conveniencies suited to 
the habits and customs of Europeans. And here the 
question of the bed, which had before been unintelligible. 
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was inaile clear to our understandings; for it was a sort of 
haintnock, and resembled those used by the Armenians at 
.Tulfa, wliere one end of it is fastened to a beam, whilst 
the other is fixed to the wall, and thus swings backwards 
and forwards. The ambassador chose to sleep in one Of 
these. I extended my mattress on the ground in an outer 
room, and the servants spread their carpets between the 
guns, hanging up their muskets, swords, and pistols upon 
pegs, as they were wont to do in caravanserais and post- 
liotises, when travelling on dry ground. 

tVe passed the first night in a manner not to be de.scribed. 
'J’o say that our heads went round, that our stomachs were 
thrown at variance with our livers, and our livers were 
made to conteml with our heart-strings, would only express 
half our miseries. Tlie tossing to and fro, the extraordi¬ 
nary noises, the newness of the smells, the strange jargon 
which struck our cars, in short, the novelty of the scene 
altogether, kept our astonished senses in one constant 
stretch, and caused us to make various original reflections. 
Mohamed lleg, the master of the ceremonies, who never 
failed to say Ills live prayers per day, be he where he 
miglit, having spread his carjict on the deck, was about 
making his adoration on .seven members*, when the ship 
gate a toss which threw him ujion his nose. This set 
those of the Franks who were looking at a sight so new on 
board their ship a-laughing, and threw us all into a melan¬ 
choly fit of musing, bewailing our hard fate to be thus cast 
amongst jieople who mocked our religion, and who looked 
upon our I’rophet anil his followers in no better light than 
as swine in their sheds. However, a repetition of God 
is great!” and “ God is merciful !” made us recollect in 
whose hanils we were, and that, if it was our lot to be pol¬ 
luted, destiny had all the blame. 

Awaking the first morning after our embarkation, a sight 
totally new jiresented itself. Life and the world seemed 
to have departed from us, and we now only saw the out. 
sides of things. \Fherc was Tehran ? tVhere the splendour 

• Adoration on sovt-n members is a mode of worsluji common to Ma¬ 
hometans, the hands, loot, knees, and loiehoad touching the ground at the 
bame moment. 
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of our shah? his gilded palaces, his iron.clad warriors, and 
his brilliant courtiers? Where was Ispahan ? Where the 
lofty Dctnawend ? Where the plains of Sultanieh, and the 
wilds of Mazanderan ? The capital, and even the whole 
dominion of the lllood-drinker, had passed from us, and 
here we wore, a speck in the ocean, seen only by the clouds, 
passing the shadows of lands painted at immeasurable 
distances from us, and in the hands of infidels, who were 
carrying us God knows whither; with whom we could 
hold no converse; who could neither tell us why they went 
one way instead of the other; why they chose to make a 
path in the sea, when there was none; and for what good 
reason the ship went straight forwards, when there was 
nothing to hinder it going backwards. Who amongst us 
knew where England was? Not a soul. All that we 
saw of sea and sky might be the country of the infidels, 
for aught we knew ; and Uiat might perhaps be our ulti¬ 
mate destination, for these objects seemed as likely to 
belong to them as to any one else. Hut what could be the 
use of such a country to any one, seeing that all its inha¬ 
bitants must be enclosed in boxes, like the one in which 
we were; and that, running away from each other at their 
pleasure, no government could exist, no shah could control 
them, no one could levy fines upon them ? In short, the 
more we argued among ourselves upon our situation, the 
more we became perplexed; nor did the explanations which 
we received from the mehmandar much clear up our dif¬ 
ficulties, for he talked to us of things so foreign to our 
understaniling.s, that we were for the present obliged to 
drop the anchor of our curiosity in the harbour of expect¬ 
ation. 

As long as we were near the land, we understood how 
sailors might track their way ; but when once fairly out of 
sight of every thing, save heaven and water, what was 
there to guide them ? However, we began to acquire some 
intelligence on this head ; for, upon the day when we first 
lost sight of land, we discovered that the ship was filled 
with astrologers. At about noon many of those whom we 
had looked upon as mere idle young men, appeared on the 
deck witlt astrolabes in their hands, and fell to observing 
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the sun. Even boys handled this instrument of wisdom; 
and, according to the answer which they gave to our 
questions, it seems that they were perfectly satisfied that 
we were going right, and that the heavens were projiitious 
to our undertaking. Mohamed Beg, not to appear deficient 
in knowledge, also produced his astrolabe, but could not 
make any of the observations which he was wont to do at 
Ispahan, when he studied under the celebrated Mirza 
Cossim, because he declared that we had changed our stars, 
and that those he now saw were different from those of his 
own country. However, the science which tlie Fiaiiks 
possessed, we presumed, was different from ours; and 
they endeavoured to show us the difference between astro¬ 
nomy and astrology. Although we evidently drew our 
conclusions from the same sources, yet our objects were 
not the same; for the ambassador, not feeling well, and 
desirous to take medicine, sent to one of these star-gazers, 
through the mehniandar, to enquire whether the heavenly 
bodies were propitious to such an event j and he received 
for answer, that their science oidy extended to settling the 
latitude and longitude of the ship, and that they had not 
yet learned to decide what might be the best moment /or 
medicating Ids excellency’s inside. 'I'his gave a sort of 
superiority in our eyes to Mohamed Beg, who, in this in- 
stance, very valiantly deciiled, by some method of cal. 
dilation peculiarly his own, that bleeding and purging 
might at present lie used with great safety. 

But still we could not overcome our astonishment at 
seeing astrology practised by a parcel of beardless boys. 
What in our country was the avocation of experienced 
men, who had passed their lives in watching the stars, and 
settling proper hours for each action of the life of man, here 
was undertaken by mere children. I was assured that any 
one of the observers with the astrolabe could inform me 
within a mile of the exact spot we stood upon the earth ; 
and, to prove diat, it would only be necessary to watch the 
time when we should see land, which it was expected to 
take place that very evening at sunset. As we had now 
been at sea more than a week, we longed to ascertain 
whether countries besides Turkey and Persia did actually 
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exist; and, therefore, strained all our eyes, in company 
with the English astrologers, to discover the land. At 
length, just as the sun had taken its plunge into the fur¬ 
thermost corner of the deep, a streak was descried in the 
horizon, whicli every one affirmed was land, and I was 
called upon to acknowledge the accuracy of the astroli^ers. 
Mohamed Beg, who, in his own estimation, looked upon 
himself ijuite as great a person as Abu Mazer*, the father 
of conversation himself, doubted, and assured those who 
would listen to him, that his science was preferable to that 
of our navigators, inasmuch as he could guard against 
things unseen ; whereas the English only foretold the ap¬ 
pearance of things visible. And, on this occasion, 1 well 
recollect that Mohamed Beg had a memorable argument 
with the mehmandar, who, endeavouring to make us com¬ 
prehend the object of the observations made daily at noon, 
asserted that the earth upon which wo stood went round 
the sun ; whereas it is a well-known fact, approved by all 
tlie learned in Persia since the days of Jemsheed, that the 
sun has no other business than to revolve round us. 1 
cannot well record all that was said on both sides, but this 
1 remember, that Mohamed Beg, being disturbed by the 
newness of the mehmandar’s observations, finished the dis¬ 
course by saying, that if he were in Persia, on his own 
territory, he would soon find unanswerable reasons why 
what he advanced was true. 


• Ahu Mazer, which, rendered in Arabic, means tl»e father of conversation, 
was a celebrated astronomer and astrologer, known in Europe as Albumazcr. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

THFY ARRIVE AT MALTA.-ARE IN'IIIONANT AT THE RESTRICTIONS 

OF UUAKANTINE, AND HOLD COMMUNICATION WITH THE ENGLISH 
GOVERNOR. 

The next morning we found ourselves close to the shores 
of an island called Malta, which tlie mehmandar informed 
us had formerly belonged to a band of fighting dervishes, 
■who.se only business was to take unnatural oaths, and fight 
against the children of the true faith. But it seems that 
their destinies were of no avail, when opposed to those of 
Mahomed the blessed, since they no longer exist, whereas 
Islam flourishes. One of their principal laws was, that 
they could not marry. Then how could they continue to 
exist? ’Tis evident their lawgiver was duller Uian the 
father of stupidity.* Had they been allowed even half 
the number of wives which the Prophet allows his fol¬ 
lowers, perhaps, they still might have flourished. 

The avidity with which we eyed the shore, as we sailed 
into the harbour, may be better conceived than described. 
IVe saw new men, new women, new buildings ; we heard 
a new language, and new sounds. If all the caravans that 
traverse Persia and Arabia were collected together, the 
united din of their bells could not be greater than the 
eternal jingle of those which issued from numerous minarets 
that were seen to rise, in various odd and fantastic shapes, 
throughout the town. Ismael Beg, the nazir, well re¬ 
marked, that it was evident, from this circumstance alone, 
we had got into a Christian .country; for here they might 
ring their bells and welcome, whereas no dog of them 
would presume so to do in our cities, without having dearly 
purchased the permission. And he added, such a quantity 


* Abu Jahcl, the father of stupidity, so the Atabians caU the ass. 

li z 
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of bells as we now heard ringing would make a handsome 
revenue for any one of the shah’s sons. 

Our first impulse, as soon as the ship was at anchor, 
was to endeavour to rush on shore ; but what was our sur¬ 
prise and indignation when we were informed that imme¬ 
diate access was not permitted; that forty days at least 
must ]>ass over our heads before we could be pronounced 
clean ? As soon as we heard this, our rage knew no 
bounds, and we proceeded at once to the presence of the 
ambassador to vent it. 

“ In the name of Allah,” said I, speaking for the rest, 
“ are we come all this way that we should be called un- 
dcau ? We are Mussulmans. ’J'o this day we have heard 
of nothing unclean, excejit it be these dogs of Christians. 
We can only be unclean irom the pollution which we have 
acquired by living with them. In the name of the Pro¬ 
phet, we desire to return to Peisia. If you are not per¬ 
mitted to laud here, much less will they permit you to 
land in England, which is their princi])al country, upon 
which the foot of their throne rests.’’ 

“ You do not s]icak amiss, llajji Baba,” said the am¬ 
bassador to me in a quiet manner, unusual to himself. 

“ 1 also am in a state of amazement, but the business 
of the shah must he done: to eat dirt in his service is now 
to he our daily occupation, and eat it we must, and say, 
thanks be to Allah ! 'Phe mehmandar has endeavoured to 
make me comprehend the reason of this regulation. He 
says it is a precaution to guard against the plague ; and is 
not deviated from throughout the whole of tlie kingdoms 
of Frangistan, even in favour of kings; that any one at¬ 
tempting to escape is shot like a wild beast ; and that this 
would be the ceremony either of us would undergo should 
we resist. Such being the ease, what is to be done hut to 
sit down in patience? 'I’hese people have no belief in 
takdetr, predestination. They do not like to die, if they 
can avoid it; and, to say the truth, I think they are Tight.” 

“ But we have no plague,” exclaimed Taki, the ferash. 
are men of Iran, where the plague never comes. 
Let them look upon tlie ’Turks, and welcome, as unclean; 
but we are Persians.” 



IN ENOLAND. 


53 


Mohamed B?g made some wise observations upon the 
unerring decrees of fate, and quoted the Koran with great 
effect; and at the same time he added, if it was not our 
destiny to set foot on shore at Malta, nothing more need 
be said, and we must be content to take events as they 
chose to come. 

This allayed our impatience, which was much appeased 
when we found that we were to proceed on our voyage on 
the following day in a much larger ship, which was j)oinfed 
out to us, and which, indeed, looked like a floating castle. 
Our eyes were much struck at all we saw, and the power 
of the ship in which we now were sank in our estimation 
when in every creek and corner we discovered cannons 
upon cannons, in such vast numbers, that if we were to 
give a true account of them in Persia, nobody would believe 
us. We now began to find, for the first time, how it hap¬ 
pened that the Knglish had got possession of India, and 
resolved in our minds tliat all the stories which we had 
heard about their being governed by old women must be 
nonsense. With such cannons, and such ships to carry 
them about, who would not conejner the world ? 

Our ship soon held much communication with the shore, 
and we were informed that the ambassarlor’s arrival had 
produced a strange commotion, which very soon proved 
itself by the quantities of boats which surrounded us. It 
was reported, among other things, that the ship carrying 
the horses was loaded with the ambassador’s wives, and, 
consequently, attracted as much of the public attention as 
ours. The Circassian slave in the mean time had not 
stirred from the corner in which she had been placed from 
the moment of our getting on board; and so little did she 
know of what was doing, that long after our arrival at 
Malta she enquired, “ What may the news be?” 

Before we were transferred from the small ship into the 
larger one, the ambassador received a visit from the go¬ 
vernor of the city, who, as he came alongside, pointed to a 
yellow flag floating on the top of our mast as an excuse 
for not coming on board, and which we found was the sig¬ 
nal of uncleanness. Through the interpretation of the 
mehnundar he apologised for not having been able to re- 
E 3 
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ceive the ambassador on shore, to treat him in a manner 
suitable to his rank; but he again assured us that regu¬ 
lations concerning quarantine were so strict, that even an 
angel would not be admitted as pure if coming from Tur¬ 
key. He then stated that he had received recent intelli¬ 
gence from his government, who had aj)prised him of the 
possibility of the ambassador touching at Malta on his way 
to England, and he had been enjoined to do every thing in 
his power to forward his voyage, since the whole country 
of England, from the king to the peasant, were anxious to 
see him and do him honour. He then finished his speech 
by making many special enquiries concerning the health of 
the shah and the political state of Persia. 

Upon this, Mirza Firouz, thinking it necessary to return 
so flattering a speech, and also to place the prosperity of 
his country in the best possible light, assured the governor 
that when last we had heard from the shah he was enjoy¬ 
ing the greatest sanity of brain, and was even rejoicing in 
his palace at Sultanieh, at the arrival of twenty mule-loads 
of rebels’ heads, which had just been sent him from the 
disaffected provinces of Khorassan and Mazanderan, which 
had-been perfectly devastated by his victorious troops ; 
thanks to the efforts of his majesty’s twenty-fifth son. He 
hoped that this news would gladden the governor's heart, 
and spread universal satisfaction throughout England when 
known there. 

The governor said that this was unheard-of prosperity, 
and, as well as we could understand our interpreter, made 
suitable compliments on the occasion. He then thought it 
necessary to give us some intelligence in return, which, 
whatever he might think of it, did not sound to our ears by 
any means favourable. From what we could gather, a civil 
war was raging in England, for in great exultation he as¬ 
sured us that the viziers of the shah of England, who, as in 
Turkey, it seems command his armies, had gained a signal 
victory over a rebel people called “ Opposition.” 

The mehmandar entered into long explanations upon this 
subject, which we could in no wise understand; and how¬ 
ever he and the governor might seem to look upon their 
king’s government as more firmly fixed by this event, still 
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we doubted whether there was wisdom in proceeding on an 
embassy to a country full of internal broils, and which, as 
experience had taught us in Persia, could never be com¬ 
pletely settled until one shah remained its undisputed master. 
It was evident that the rebels were still strong, since, by 
the governor’s own account, although daily defeated, yet 
they were not dispersed. “ Ah !” said Mohamed Beg, “the 
Franks may talk of their management in matters of govern¬ 
ment ; but here is evidently a great want of some Eastern 
wisdom ; a little of the iiitiai dnwlet, or state collyrium*, 
is necessary for them, and, by the blessing of Allah, you," 
turning towards Mirza Firouz, “ you are the man to teach 
them how to apply it.” 

At this the ambassatlor looked pleased, and hearing us 
all exclaim BariknlUih, he curled up his whiskers and said, 
“ that the outset of our voyage, 'tis true, had been disastrous, 
for so we must think w'hen a true believer is counted un¬ 
clean by an infidel; but we had now proceeded too far to 
tliink of returning; and although things bad looked ill, 
yet he hoped that all would prove favourable at last.’’ There¬ 
fore, as soon as the governor had taken his leave, we per¬ 
mitted ourselves to be conducted to our new ship. We 
parted with regret from our friends on board the smaller 
vessel, who apjiearcd very anxious to have proceeded with 
us to England ; but when we ha<l been safely placed upon 
the deck of tlie large ship, we felt nothing but delight and 
amazement. 

* Collyrium, thctxiwdcr of antimony, is constantly applied by Eastern people 
to strengthen the eyesight, and, as a lomedy for national affairs, is frequently 
•arcasticalty recominended to thobc whose conduct is open to reproach. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

nxJJI BABA BFSCRIBKS A I.AKCF FNGI.ISB SHIP. -OF THE IKDI- 

VIDI'ALS WHOM HE MEETS ON BOARD, AND HIS DIFFICULTIES 
AT ADOPTING EUROPEAN MANNERS. 

The ambassador was received with great ceremony on 
board by the captain, an old man, who, as we conceived, 
out of compliment to us, had sprinkled his head with a 
white dust, so nicely applied that it did not shake from him. 
What other motive could he have had for so doing, except, 
ing to evince his humility i“ He stood with his hat off, 
evidently to exhibit his dust, making many fine speeches ; 
and then, to show that he did not restrict himself to words 
only, ordered an immense discharge of his cannon. He then 
paraded us about the ship, where we found every thing that 
the heart of man could desire, excepting horses and a green 
field to gallop over. We here saw nearly three times more 
guns than in the last ship, and enough men to form the 
population of one of our towns. Women were there besides, 
but not in great numbers; indeed, so few, we were told, 
that the arrangements preserved in our harems might here 
be reversed, and, if properly distributed, fifty men at least 
would become the slaves and form the household of one 
woman. As great plenty reigned within board as if u e had 
the bazar of Ispahan at hand to supply us. We had fruits 
of all descriptions, as much milk and butter as if tlie tents 
of the Iliots were pitched close at hand ; and of wine and 
meat there was a store. 

Altogether, tlie scene that we here witnessed was one 
which struck us with more astonishment than any thing we 
had yet seen out of our own country. “ Ah,” said we, “ if 
the shah had but one such ship in the Caspian, he would 
burn the fathers of the Russians!” “ Inshallah ! please 
God,” was repeated all round, and we lived in the hope that, 
our ambassador once established in England, it would not 
be di^cult to learn how to build ships ; seeing that the 
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Turks, a nation acknowledged by all mankind to be the 
asses of the human race, made them, and recollecting that 
the Persians were endowed with more ingenuity and ability 
than all the rest of die world together. 

The captain then brought his nnihs, or lieutenants and 
officers, introducing them to the ambassador, and among 
the number he specially presented a doctor, who was en. 
joined to take care of our health. He moreover led a Frank 
priest before us, who was the only living sign we had yet 
seen of religion amongst infidels, for never had we seen one 
of them even stand still and jnay. 

The priest was distinguished from the others by wearing 
black clothes. His chin and lip was just as closely shaved 
as the rest, and he drank wine without scntple. The doc¬ 
tor, too, had no distinguishing marks of wisdom about him; 
but it W'as evident that he was a man of science, for upon 
feeling my jiulsc and looking at my tongue, he asked me if 
1 did not feel an ache precisely on a spot on my head which 
he touched ; whether my eyes bid not burn, and if my ap. 
petite was not gone; discoveiies which Mirza Akhroak 
would not have made in a moon — no, not witli all the 
talismans and astrologers of Persia to assist him. 

Having got actpiainted with this company, we descended 
into the ajiartments below, which were much more spacious 
and numerous 4han those of the small ship we had left; 
and here we found three individuals, two men and one 
woman, evidently of a higher class than those who form 
the eipupage of ships, and they were presented to the am¬ 
bassador in their turn. The lady, for she was doubtless a 
hhanvm, was surprisingly beautiful, of a style of beauty 
totally different from that of our countrywomen, being 
fair as a young moon, with hair like the gold wire that 
forms the head-dress of a bride in Persia. She did not at. 
tempt to hide her face when wc and the other men entered, 
nor was there any veil at hand for her to do so had she 
wished it; but site addressed the ambassador without em. 
barrassment or coyness, and at once, as it was easy to per¬ 
ceive, enslaved his heart for ever. Through the interpret- 
ation of the mehmandar she enquired after the Circassian, 
and offered her good offices to make her stay on boaid 
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agreeable ; but the ambassador assured her that she was 
nothing but a slave, and that, if she could only get a corner 
to sit ill, unseen by any one, she required no greater hap¬ 
piness. 

One of the men was a son of the road, as the wandering 
Arabs, say, a traveller. He was evidently a person of ex¬ 
perience, for his hair was white, which he might have kept 
from the gaze of the world had he always worn a turban or 
head-dress, according to our Eastern fashion. The account 
which he gave of himself was to us incomprehensible; for 
it seems he was travelling about the world at his own ex¬ 
pense for a Frank king, to collect birds, beasts, and fishes, 
which as fast as he caught he stuffed. The moment he 
perceived us he eyed us from head to foot, as if he were 
inspecting horses or camels ; and his curiosity was after¬ 
wards explained by the knowledge we acquired of his 
pursuits;—it was evident that, looking upon us as foreign 
animals, he longed to kill and to stuff' us. The other was 
what the interpreter called a ,s7»a/»,i’ffl(/e7i, or jirince, a native 
of a large island near which we sailed, called Sicilia. His 
principality, it seems, consisted in a cargo of merchandise 
which he was carrying to England for sale, and his history 
put me in mind of what many of our Persian princes are 
likely to be at the death of our shah, namely, wanderers 
and adventurers over the face of the globe. He had little 
to denote high birth in his person, for he was, even among 
the Franks, a man of dark and sinister aspect, adopting a 
mode of disposing his hands in an odd and unseemly man. 
ner in his lower dress, which might be royal for aught we 
knew, but certainly neither graceful nor decent. He had 
a vizier in his suite, whom he hired perhaps to keep up his 
drooping spirits, who for the want of more serious employ¬ 
ment played from morning to night upon a sort of guitar. 

In this company we proceeded on our voyage. The ship 
was so large that it appeared to be divided into severM 
maliah, or parishes, and we were consequently not thrown 
so much together as in the vessel which had brought us 
from Smyrna. 1 scarcely ever associated with the ambas¬ 
sador, except at meals (for he permitted me to eat and to be 
seated before him), or when he walked upon the deck; 
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therefore I cannot keep any particular repster of his ac¬ 
tions ; but I, anxious to put into practice the shah’s in¬ 
structions, immediately began to study the English language, 
and to that effect made as many friends among the infidels 
as I could, in order to learn from them the names of every 
thing I saw. I found no one backward in giving me inform, 
ation, and ere long I began to make myself understood. 
The ambassador also was much helped in his study of it by 
every body on board ; and one of the lieutenants, in par¬ 
ticular, with whom he had formed an intimacy, made out 
a vocabulary of the most necessary words for his use ; and 
thus our time was well taken up. Besides, he received 
much of his instruction from the moon-faced lady. She, 
wonderful to say, was as learned as any scribe, for she 
could read, and, what is more extraordinary, understood 
what she read.* She also wrote after the fashion of 
Europe; but whether she excelled in that accomplishment 
we could not sufficiently judge, for being critics in our mode 
of penmanship oidy, we could not yet decide upon what 
might be good writing among the Franks. It was indeed 
a rare and curious sight to sec this fair creature doing all 
the offices of a mollah, superintending the ambassador’s 
fingers as he attempted to write, and making him read the 
ugly and crabbed letters common to the books of Europe. 
For my part, I never got over the habit of reading from 
right to left ; for so perversely awkward are the Europeans 
that every one of their books is written from left to right, 
and the difficulty was daily renewed when I began to read; 
until I found it necessary to stick a pin into my left hand 
sleeve, as a memorandum. Mohamed Beg, who pondered 
deeply upon this subject, after a due consideration of such 
contradictory habits, came to a conclusion that ail people 
who sit upon tlie ground, such as Persians, Turks, and 
Arabs, must write from right to left; whereas all those 
who use tables, such as Europeans, must use the pen in 
the other direction. 

I shall reserve myself to extend the remarks which my 
mind has already suggested on the different usages of Euro- 

* The Persians make a distinction between those who read and understand* 
U)d those who read and do not understand. 



BAJJl BABA 


60 

pean life, as opposed to ours, until I have seen more of 
these extraordinary people; but I cannot omit to mention, 
that one of the greatest difficulties we at first had to con¬ 
tend with was upon the score of eating. When it is re¬ 
membered how simple are the manners of our board, where 
notliing is seen upon the cloth, save the food placed in 
various-sized bowls and dishes, and spoons of different de¬ 
nominations for taking up tlie liquids, no one will be as¬ 
tonished when 1 say that we were quite puzzled at what 
we saw upon an English table. It absolutely bristled with 
instruments of offence. 'We saw knives, with long glitter¬ 
ing blades of all sizes and descriptions, sufficient in number 
to have ornamented the girdles of the shah’s household *, 
as weU as a variety of iron claws t, looking like instruments 
of torture for putting out eyes, or running into criminals’ 
bodies. To these were added pincers, trowels, scoops, 
spoons of all shapes, and contrivances so numerous that it 
would take up a whole life to learn their use ; and for what 
purpose ? merely to transfer the food from the dish to one’s 
mouth. It is to be imagined that we were very awkward 
when we first adopted this new mode of eating, we who had 
been accustomed from our childhood simply to take every 
thing up in our fingers, and carry it with comfort and secu¬ 
rity to our mouths, without the dangerous intervention of 
sharp instruments. The ambassador, however, determined 
from the beginning to persevere; and so did I, in order 
not to have the daily mortification of being laughed at by 
the infidels, which they always seemed very ready to do 
whenever they discerned any thing in our habits of life that 
differed from theirs. Our first essays were rather disas¬ 
trous, for my chief, in wielding his knife, had nearly cut 
off one of his fingers; and 1, forgetting the claw which I 
held in my hand, eating for a moment as usual with my 
fingers, almost put out my eye by running the horrid in¬ 
strument into my face. Then there were ceremonies with¬ 
out end of which we could not comprehend tlie necessity. 
It is proper etiquette that the food in the large dishes should 

* It Ualmost an unlveraal custom in Persia to wear akmfe or dagger stuck 
in the girdle 

t The Persian word for a fbrk is cAangal, a claw. 
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first make a deviation from the straight line to one’s mouth, 
by resting on certain smaller plates before each guest. 
Then it is not lawful to drink from the jug or bottle at once, 
but the liquor must first be poured into subsidiary glasses, 
wliilst each sort of mess has its appropriate spoon. It is 
improper to eat butter with the spoon for soup, or to swal¬ 
low the soup with a butter ladle. To take up a fowl whole 
in one’s hand would be a mortal sin; much more to offer a 
bit to one’s neighbour, which with us is reckoned so high 
an honour. In short, to describe tlie novelties which came 
under our consideration at every moment would require 
more patience than so unworthy a servant of the Prophet 
as I possess ; therefore 1 resolved to let my remarks on this 
subject remain for the present at the bottom of my memory, 
in order to bring them forth, Jnsha/lah, when fate should 
again restore us to our country and our homes. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

THE EMEASST I.EAVE MALTA, PASS GIBKALTAE, ASn SEE EMC- 
LASH.-UAJJl BAEA DESCRIBES SOME SCENES ON BOARD SHIP. 

The morning after our departure from the island of 
Dervishes, upon awaking and looking from the deck, what 
was our surprise to find the sea covered with ships of all 
sizes and denominations as far as the eye coulil reach ! 
They all seemed to be going the same way, as if impelled 
by one mind, although we could discover no visible mark 
in the heavens by which they could direct their course. 
The difficulty wa^explained when we found that the 
Franks had a IceIMt* as well as ourselves ; and that they 
Were guided to it by means of an instrument which, in 
some measure, answered the purposes of our kcblelt nemahi 

• The direction of Mecca. 

t A uumpass, or iustrument whereby the direction of Mecca U ascertained. 
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by which, by the blesBitig of Allah, every true believer 
can find the straight road to Mecca. 

Upon seeing these ships, we tliought at first that this 
might be a part of England ; and that the dominion of the 
sea, of wliich the infidels in Persia used to boast as belong¬ 
ing to them, might here he exemplified. But we were 
again mistaken; for what was our surprise when we 
heard that they were laden with merchandise hound to 
England; and that the great ship upon which we were 
embarked was intended to protect them on the voyage ! 

“ But,” said the ambassador, when he heard this, “ in 
the name of Ali, is there a famine in your land, that all 
these ships arc going there ? or are the English such dolts 
that they can make nothing for themselves, and that other 
nations are obliged to supply them ? Why, if one ship 
arrives at llesht* from Russia, or one at Abushehert 
from Hind, it is talked of throughout the land as an 
event; and they bring us as much cloth, china, sugar, 
coffee, indigo, and other merchandise as will suffice for 
many months." The mehmandar, instead of repining at 
the necessities of his country, which required such help 
in ships and merchandise, seemed, on the contrary, to glory 
in it; and endeavoured to persuade us that this was, in fact, 
the cause of its wealth and prosperity. We became more 
and more perplexed at all we saw, and our impatience to 
arrive at the seat of these extraordinary people increased 
every day. 

In the meanwhile our time passed on in a manner, when 
we came to think upon it, that must have been under the 
influence of something more than human. Here we were, 
day after day, week after week, living in the middle of a 
world of water, going God knows where, and existing upon 
the mere assertion of one or two men, who had no other 
proof to show us that we should ag^ see human beings, 
and once more enjoy the blessings of a life on earth, ex¬ 
cept a few figures, scratches, and marks on large sheets of 
paper. • By these they pretended to explain that the world 
was round; that it was intersected by certain lines, all of 

• The Persian port on the Caspian* 

t 'llic Persian port in theJl^ersian Cult 
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which are known and numbered ; and that, having passed 
a proper quantity of these, we should infallibly find 
ourselves one morning in England. What was now to be 
done, but to put our faith in what they said ? Their 
doctrine was more curious and astonishing than any we had 
ever heard from our most profound mollahs; and we 
determined that, if their calculations proved correct, to 
publish it in our country, and pass for prophets and as¬ 
trologers such as were never known since the days of 
Jemsheed. ; 

After sailing many days and nights, land was perceived, 
and we came to anchor close to a large insulated rock, 
which the English call Gibraltar, but which the mehman- 
dar assured us once belonged to the sons of Islam; and 
pointing out a long range of distant lands on the opposite 
coast, he told us that it was now inhabited by Mahomedans. 
Pressing him to tell us more on this subject, he said that 
one Tarilc hen Zeyad, a famous devourer of iron*, a 
general of one of our early caliphs, had taken this place 
from the infidels of those days, and that it had been called 
Gihfl Tnrile, or Tank’s Mount, after him. We curled up 
our whiskers, and girded up our loins, upon hearing this 
history ; and forthwith endeavoured to impress our friends 
on board with more extended ideas of the prowess of 
Mussulmans. Again we sailed, but we were long getting 
through a narrow passage, owing to adverse winds ; and 
recollecting the BilheltHaridabf of the sea leading to the 
Holy Mecca, we called this part of our voyage the en¬ 
trance of the “ Gate of Tears.” 

Having passed it, we continued our course for many 
days in a colder climate, when a circumstance took place 
which inspired us with hopes that our voyage was now draw¬ 
ing to a close. The traveller and beast.stuifer, with whom 
we had become very intimate, was evidently distressed at the 
appearance of those unequivocal marks of age, namely, his 
white hairs. Upon comparing our beards with his head, he 
enquired by what contrivance, old and young, we managed 

* Ahunkhor, a common expression, denotinga bravo, a hero, 

t This word, vulgarly called liabt'hnan<U’l, received its name of the Gate of 
Tears from the old Arabians, who conHidcrcdas dead all those who venturi to 
encounter the dangers of its navigaUoii, 
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to preserve such a fine glossy black on our hair; whilst, do 
all he could, he never could prevent his own becoming 
white. He made us understand that the world in general, 
taking his white hair as a false datura, supposed him to be 
aged beyond the truth, whilst he assured us that he was 
still in the vigour of youth ; and argued, that if he could 
avert such injustice by using artificial means, he felt himself 
justified in so doing. 

We assured him that in Persia we were equally sensible 
to the decays of age, and had an equal abhorrence of 
white hairs; and to that eflFect, from time immemorial, 
we had used certain dyes, which brought to the same level 
the beards of old men and of the young. Some ])referred 
the Mienria by itself, whicli produced a fine red or orange 
tint; others, more fastidious, the indigo leaf only, and 
appeared with blue beards ; but the generality used both 
these dyes combined, which gave the fine black gloss. 
We then asked the traveller which he intended to use, the 
red, the blue, or the black ? 

He appeared to start with horror at the mention of red, 
swearing that he would prefer his own white hairs to it; 
but he expressed his wish to make use of the black dye, 
ahd this was done apparently unknown to the rest of his 
countrymen in readiness to appear with all the colour of 
youth on reaching his own shores. 

Ilashetn, the ambassador’s valet, accordingly promised 
to prepare the proper dyes, and to renovate this iiifiders 
head. But what was our astonishment the day after, 
instead of seeing him appear under new colours, to observe 
his heail plastered over with grease, and thickly covered with 
the white dust common to Franks! We coubl remark 
that the khenna had taken well, and but for the white dust 
and grease his head would have appeared of a fiery red. 
When we asked Hashem why he had not proceeded to 
finish with the indigo leaf, which would have made the 
whole black, we found that that drug had lost its quality 
by the damp of the sea; and that therefore the head of 
the bird-stuffer was doomed to remain a fixed red. 

It was evident he was much mortified by this disa.ster, 
seeing that red hair is scouted as infamous in his country. 
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and lie apjiearcd particularly so before the klianum, in 
whose eyes he evidently wished to hold a high station. 
Hut luckily for him, aud for us all, the land of England 
was soon after in sight, and in this new and interesting 
object were forgotten the miseries of our fellow-traveller, 
aud the ridicule of his crimson locks. 

The infidels appeared to hail the first sight of their 
country witli almost as much joy as we, and this con¬ 
firmed us in the supposition that chance and destiny had 
much more to do in our stumbling upon it, than tdl the 
observations, the lines, the angles, and the large pieces of 
jiaper of their astrologers. It was plain that their observ¬ 
ations (and that was a discovery first made in great 
exultation by Mohamed Beg) did not wholly depend upon 
their knowledge of the heavenly bodies; for upon throw¬ 
ing a piece of lead into the sea, by means of a long line, 
they found that we were near the Jand, and having struck 
bottom, they knew by the sort of soil which attach^ itself 
to tlie lead tliat it must belong to England. 

It is evident that much of what we had heard con¬ 
cerning the dark and dreary climate of England was true: 
for when its coast was first pointed out to us, instead of 
the bright and sunshiny mountains to which our eyes were 
accustomed in our own country, we here discoveretl only a 
low line skirting the horizon, enveloped by clouds and 
vapour; and this, we were assured, was the seat of the 
Franks. The reason then (that which always appeared 
to us so inexplicable) why this restless people should leave 
their own homes, and encounter so many dangers and 
difficulties to seek us out, was at once explained. We 
possessed a commodity which they did not, and williout 
which the life of man is little worth. We saw the sun, 
and enjoyed sunshine; they were wise enongh to know 
that this blessing outweighed every other. It is true the 
mehmandar endeavoured to explain it otherwise, by saying, 
that there existed among the nations of Europe interests 
of an extent and magnitude that we could not understand, 
which made it necessary for England, one of the principal 
of those nations, to send her emissaries into every quarter 
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of the globe, however remote from her own' immediate 
sphere, to make friendships, and extend her commerce. 

We, however, would in no wise listen to these reasons, 
nor allow that any interests which the nations of the 
Franks might have amongst tliemselves could compete 
with those which agitated our vast, important, and ancient 
monarchies. “ As, for instance,” said the ambassador to 
him, “ if you talk of foreign relations, what will you 
compare to one of our chupjmu's, or predatory excursions 
upon a neighbouring state i The men and women slaves, 
the camels, tire horses, the mares, and the sheep, besides 
the mule-loads of heads which we victoriously seize and 
bear away on such occasions, are feats indeed, and are not 
to be brought into competition with the squabbles of a 
few beardless infidels, who write, and negotiate, and 
talk, and make many words for months, and sometimes for 
years, about the right of a thing before they come to 
blows. 

“ And if you talk of domestic concerns, what are the 
petty interests of individuals, who work only for themselves 
and their own enjoyments, to compare to the labours 
and exertions of a whole nation striving to accumulate 
luxuries and riches, for a great king, such as ours, who, 
instead of thanking us for our trouble, esteems it a great 
honour that he does us to accept of our offerings, and of 
the homage of our lives and properties ? ” 

It was in vain that we argued ; nothing would convince 
the mehmandar that Ids country and his government were 
not the best in the world ; and he always finished by 
saying, “ Wait till you see England ; you will then judge 
with your own eyes ; and you will then tell me which are 
the happiest people, the English or the Persians.” 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

THFY UKACII PI.VMOOTH.-THKIR FIRST IMPRESSIONS DPON SEK- 

INIJ AN ENGLISH TOWN.-DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AN HOTEl 

AND A CARAVANSERAI. 

At length our ship cast anchor; no one enquired or seemed 
to care if it was a fortunate hour for so doing, but, without 
a moment’s consideration, down went the anchor, and our 
destinies were fixed. But previous to this, even before we 
approached the shore, we lield a conversation with the 
inhabitants liy means of certain flags hoisted on our masts, 
which the captain assured the ambassador would in the 
course of a few hours announce to the king of England 
his arrival, although the seat of government from the port 
was distant at least as far as Tehran is .from Ispalian. 
TJiis contrivance we much admired, although we little 
understood how it could be put into practice, notwith¬ 
standing the assurances of Mohamed Beg, who argued that 
the English must have taken a hint from the Persians, for 
he brought to our recollection that part of our ancient history 
which relates to the downfal of the tyrant Zohak ; that 
event having been brought about by fires on the tops of 
mountains, which were to be signals for a general rising of 
the jieople, and of his death. Be that as it may, we soon 
found the benefit of the invention ; for instead of being 
obliged to remain on board for forty days, as we were 
tlireatened, ere two had elapsed the answer to our signals 
was received, and full permission granted us to land, and 
to proceed to the foot of the English throne. 

This was a happy day for us indeed, and, without even 
thinking of asking permission of our astrologer, the am¬ 
bassador at once determined to leave the ship. He ordered 
his suite to prepare for the journey, to collect the baggage, 
and not to forget the saddles, bridles, and horse equipages. 
'Te armed ourselvc.s, and with pistols in our belts, swords 
by our sides, and each a spear or a carabine on our 
F ‘i 
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shoulder, we boldly descended the ship’s side, afld got into 
boats prepared for us. We took affectionate leave of our 
friends on board j for although their business was fighting, 
to give and to receive blows, yet peace and good-will had 
marked their conduct towards us. The red-haiied tra¬ 
veller slipped on shore under the ambassador’s protection, 
and, accoinpanieel by the young interpreter, who now had 
become our mehmandar, we at length pushed from the 
shi]>, whilst the air resounded with the cannon that was 
fired to announce that event. 

The Circassian, who had not stirred from her corner 
since she had first come on board, escorted by Mahboob and 
Seid, went on shore in a separate boat after the ambassa¬ 
dor’s departure. During the short time we had jtassed 
among the Euiopeans tliere was one difference between 
tliem and us which we remarked and wondered at. This 
was the respect and deference they paid to women. Tlie 
golden-haired khanum who had been our fellow-passenger 
was idolised bj them. She no sooner appeared than every 
one arose, and no one seemed to think of themselves or 
any thing else until she was seated in the most commodious 
and agreeable manner. Did she go*on the deck, there was 
nothing done cither by the officers or the men which bad not 
her convenience in view. The same sort of attentions 
would have taken place towards Dilferib, had she shown 
herself like the khanum ; and even in her seclusion no 
day passed but enquiries were made whether she had every 
thing she desired, whether her food was to her liking, and 
whether any thing else could be done to promote her 
happiness. These observations were confirmed by what 
took place during the short time we wer^on hoard pre¬ 
viously to landing at Plymouth; for no sooner had the 
ship cast anchor, than women approached in boats, and 
were permitted to come on board, 'f hey were none of the 
most beautiful, ’t is true, nor the best bred, but still they 
were treated with proper decorum. 

Saadi saith, “ 'The more fruit is forbidden, the more it 
is coveted;” and so we found it to be the case in the 
seclusion of the Circassian, The moment she appeared, 
although impenetrably veiled, the whole population of the 
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ship was in readiness to look at her. It is well that the 
ambassador did not witness this scene, or else all his wrath 
would have been excited ; he who now thought himself 
representing royalty might perhaps have exacted the same 
honours towards his slave as the Asylum of the Universe 
does towards his women when they issue forth in public. * 
But I question whether such a ceremony as tlie courouk 
would have been understood by the infidels, to whom 
looking upon a woman’s naked face is as common as 
looking upon any other piece of permitted flesh. 

Our sensations upon rowing to the shore were .such as 
we conceived the body of the true believer might feel 
when seeking for his soul finds it, and sits down to all 
eternity near a river of milk in the seventh heaven. Al¬ 
though every thing we saw, we were convinced, was 
impure, and defiled by the presence of mortals doomed to 
eternal fires, still how did our hearts open when we gazed 
upon green fields, fresh flowers, and running water! Indeed 
patches here and there were quite as green as the green of 
Persia. The numerous houses attracted all our attention, 
all painted and ornamented as if they had Ijoen prepared 
for the reception of the shah. We landed amidst an 
immense crowd quite as curious and as anxious to sec us 
as the people of Iran had been to see the English embassy 
when it came into Persia. But there appcareil to us a 
total want of police; no feranhes with sticks to keep the 
mob at a distance; not a blow was struck, not a foot 
turned up. Had the English been laughed at for having 
no beards as much as we were for having them, there 
would have been no end to the stripes inflicted; but not 
a thing was doffe either to control the looks or words of 
tlie infidels, and they laughed as much at their ease as 
if there was no retribution at hand. 

The mehmandar had provided carriages to take us to the 
caravanserai ; a species of conveyance completely new; 
for although we had seen the Turkish arahahs at Constan. 
tinoplc, yet they were nothing to compare to what we saw 
here. We were driven off at a rate that almost took away 

* Rcforc the 6huh*8 harem leaves the palace a proclamation is made, orovr. 
mg that no man appear on pain of death, lliis is called the courouk. 

F 3 



70 


IIAJJ! BABA 


our breaths ; anti before we could well ascertain into what 
sort of a machine we had been inserted, and how it was 
that we were carried away with such amazing velocity, we 
were landed at the door of the caravanserai. 

When the inehmandar had talked to us of a caravanserai, 
we conceived that we should see a building open to every 
man and beast who might choose to walk in, and take 
possession of whatever room or stable that might be vacant, 
without being under any obligation, except to the pious 
founder of it. But what was our astonishment, when we 
alighted at the door of a house, at the gate of which stood 
several denominations of Pranks, without their hats, and 
two or three women unveiled, all ready to receive us, and 
who, placing themselves in a sort of procession, preceiled 
the ambassador until they reached a room fitted up with 
looking-glasses, and surrounded by many contrivances too 
numerous now to mention. The inehmandar then told us 
that tliis was to be our habitation for the present, and 
added, that whenever we wanted any thing, we had only to 
pull a string pendant from the wall, when slaves ready to 
obey our orders would appear, quicker than even the ginx 
did to Aladin. 

All this bewildered our senses. Here we were in a house 
which no shah of Persia, since the days of Noushirvan, 
could have-seen, not even in a dream — fitu-d up with more 
luxuries than decked our largest palaces—with windows 
glazed widi the purest glass—with carpets of such little 
account, that every one walked over them in their shoes — 
with walls beautifully painted—with chairs enough to seat 
all the elders of Tehran ; in short, with such inconvenient 
abundance, that it was long before we coufd be convinced 
to look upon it as the abode of the stranger. “ Adieu,” said 
we, “ adieu, the vaunted hospitality of the East, if this is 
the way the stranger is received by the European ! ” But 
what was still more extraordinary, we had remained in 
this state of surprise not a few minutes, when in came a 
fair-faced daughter of England, asking us thfough the 
mehmandar, whether we should like to “ see our bedsat 
least so we understood her. We knew of no otlier beds 
than those which we carried about and spread on the floor. 
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and tliercforc wc all willingly pri-sscd forwards to the sight; 
and here our wonder was again excited. The shah’s 
throne, on wliich he sits to administer justice, and to make 
the two extremities of the world tremble, was not more 
magnificent than the bed intended for the ambassador. It 
must have been constructed upon the model of the famous 
peacock throne of the Moguls. Upon four pillars of curi. 
ously wrought wood was raised a canopy of rich stufiFs, 
from which were suspended curtains as ample as those 
which screen the great hall of Tehran. The seat was 
overlaid with the softest and most luxuriant mattresses, and 
pillotw to recline upon were raised one above the other in 
heaps. Here our moon-faced conductress proposed that the 
ambassador should pass the night; and the invitation, as 
may be expected, was greedily accepted ; an event to which 
slic appeared perfectly accustomed, inasmuch as it w'as set. 
tied without the least indication of a smile or a blush on her 
part. “Allah! there is but one Allah !” exclaimed Mirza 
Firouz ; “ I am in a state of amazement. To eat dirt is 
one thing, but to eat it after this fashion is another. If 
pollution did not meet us in the face at every turn, I should 
say that our fortune is on the rise, and that our star is la¬ 
bouring hard in our service. AVe have not only the re- 
jiose of paradise made ready for us, but also the houris 
thereof awaiting our pleasure.” 

Of a sudden a great sensation appeared to be made in the 
caravanserai, and the ambassador was informed that the 
Uircassian was arrived. 'The infidels, still treating her 
with the same attentions that we had remarked on board 
ship, were bringing her straight to Mirza Firouz, when 
they were presented by the sagacity of Seid and Mahboob. 
Not one of them could understand that she was only a 
slave ; the mehmandar himself, when he reached England, 
seemed to take part with his own countrymen in paying 
her a resi)ect that was not her due. “ AFhere shall we put 
the lady said he to the ambassador. 

“ Lady, indeed!” said Mirza Firouz; “what words 
are these You know better than I that she is no lady ; 
that she is only a poor slave ; and, therefore, for the love 
S' 4 
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of Ali, do not allow her to be treated as a lady. Give her 
a corner, and there let her sit.” 

The curiosity which she seemed to excite amonp; the 
English was beyond any thing we could have conceived— 
it far exceeded their curiosity to see us; for although 
nothing could be greater than the contrast between our 
hairy chins and their smooth faces, yet they seemed en¬ 
tirely to forget us in their desire to see her. They thronged 
the house from morning to night, watching the windows of 
the room which she was said to inhabit. Not satisfied 
with looking, they made strange noises in their language, 
which none of us could understand ; and, what wa#more 
extraordinary, there was a painter ready to draw her ])or- 
trait the moment she should show herself. “ If slaves arc 
thus treated in this country,” said we, “ what a happy lot 
must attend the wives!” indeed, if to walk about without 
a eunuch, to leave their faces exposed to the gaze of men, 
and to be allowed the free use of their eyes and tongues, 
be happiness, the English women possess it in a supreme 
degree. 


CHAPTER XV. 

THE AJinAS.-iAItOa IS VISITED ET THE OOTEaNOR OF FLTMOnTH.- 

HE DINES, AND COES TO BED, BUT CANNOT .SLEEP. 

Mirza Fibouz was much mortified that no person, great 
or small, hatl been sent by the government to meet him at 
his landing. No one had said the khosh amedeed, “ you 
are welcome,” to him, which a Persian says even to a Jew 
when he has passed his threshold; much less had any one 
enquired whether his brains were in good order, or whether 
his spirits were well wound up. The istakbal*, that com- 

• The i^tftkbal in a deputation 4)f the prlnrlpal of the town, which in either 
headed by the governor, or sent by him to wtdeome the arnvat of a htranger 
of consequence. 
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monest of ceremonies, which is always performed in Persia 
towards a stranger, was here totally omitted ; and when 
we recollected with what honours and attentions all English 
ambassadors had been received by us, we unanimously 
exclaimed at the want of hospitality which marked our 
reception, and regretted our ever having left our own coun¬ 
try. AVe fell tooth and nail upon the mehmandar, uttering 
loud complaints against the government; but he excused 
himself by saying, that the customs of England and Persia 
were different; and that he hoped, if we would have pa¬ 
tience, we should soon find that what was omitted in cmjity 
words and compliments would he fully made up in substan¬ 
tial comfort. 

However, we had not long been installed in the caravan¬ 
serai before the ambassador was waited upon by the gover¬ 
nor of the city. He came unattended by any suite. He 
had no led horses, no running footmen before him, no 
pipe-ltearers, no shoe-holders, no ferashes to clear the road 
with sticks ; but he walked in with his hat in his hand, and, 
without in the least seeming to think where he was to sit, 
I)laced himself in the first chair that was at hand. The 
ambassador, who is all courtesy and politeness, and who un¬ 
derstands perfectly how high up in the room every man is 
entitled to, was quite shocked at seeing the governor in a 
place only good enough for a ’kedkhoda*, and after much 
entreaty persuaded him to sit on the sofa next to him. In¬ 
deed, if the mehmandar had not told us that this was die 
governor, we shoulil have taken him for little better than a 
fakir ; and although we were assured that he was a com¬ 
mander of many ships, and a lion in the fight, yet he was 
so very small in person, and so very quie( in manner, that 
it required all our imagination to convince ourselves of his 
greatness. lie was moreover seventy years old. 

This being tltc first officer of consequence whom we had 
seen in England, the ambassador thought it right, for our 
interest#, to produce as favourable an impression as possible 
on his mind, and accordingly put into practice all those at¬ 
tentions and well-set speeches of which he is so eminently 
tile master. After he had enquired three times over whe- 

* A kt'dkbotla IS the iiruicipal officer of a paribh, or a village. 
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ther his health was gaod, his brains right, and his spirits 
up, he turned round to me and the mehmandar, and said, 
“ Praise be to God, the governor is a fine youth; there is 
not his equal in the fight; he is all accomplished ; he is a 
person, in short, upon whom one’s eyes like to look. We 
are happy to have met with such an individual on our first 
landing; it forbodcs good luck ; our fortunes are on the 
rise ; the king of England, it is evident, is a prince of great 
wisdom, to have chosen such a man for his representative. 
]?y being acquainted with such like persons the friendship 
of the two countries will l)e cemented, and the Persians 
and English will henceforth call each other brothers.” 
The mehmandar having, as it appeared to us, in six words 
interpreted this, all that the ambassador got in answer was, 
“ Oh !” How what ho had to say could have been thrown 
into so short a word, we have still to learn. The ambas¬ 
sador waited for some time for an answer to this speech, 
and was curling up his mustaches, and smoothing his 
beard, in the hopes of an equivalent return of compliment, 
when the governor broke a long silence by remarking that 
it was a fine day ; not meaning, as we should have said in 
Persia, that the sun shone because of the joyful event of 
the ambassador’s arrival, but that it really was fine, and 
did not rain. We all looked at each other, and as soon as 
he had taken his leave, and when the mehmandar had 
also left us, we gave full vent to our feelings. 

“ Did you ever see such an ass ? ” exclaimed one. 

“ A governor indeed ! a Persian dog would make a 
better,” said another. 

“ Praise be to God," said a third, “ where are the Franks, 
and where the PersiansA Persian camel-driver would 
speak better than this infidel.” 

Then we all fell to praising the wit and the eloquence 
of our ambassador, who indeed had excelled himself on this 
occasion, considering the poor subject before whom he had 
made his first display. We said, of a truth the sfiah has 
chosen a man who will make his face white in this foreign 
land; and one who will give the infidels a proper spe¬ 
cimen of Persia’s superiority over every other. Our as¬ 
surances in some measure soothed his displeasure at the 
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treatment which he had hitherto received ; and we con¬ 
soled ourselves by the refleclion, that it would be as unfair 
to judge of the whole of the Persian people by the Arab 
sheikh who governs Bushire, as it would be to judge of the 
English by the governor of Plymouth. 

The dinner at the caravanserai was served up very much 
in the same fashion as it had been on board our ship; but 
our astonishment never ceased when we saw all the silver 
and rich ornaments that were displayed on our table. 

“ Can this be a caravanserai/’ said we, “ or is this a 
deception practised U])on us ? We are lucky if at a cara¬ 
vanserai in Persia we find a poor wretch of a haqal at the 
gate, to sell us a loaf and an onion ; but here are the riches 
of a Hntcm Tai.” 

Tlie mchmandar assured us that it was a caravanserai, 
and nothing but a caravan-serai; and at every town in 
England wu .should find, not only one, but several such as 
this, and in many instances much better, and more mag¬ 
nificent. However, there was one little secret which having 
explained, he materially diminished our satisfaction, and 
made us doubt after all whether our own ruined buildings 
were not better, and that was, that at the winding up, and 
when on the point of departure, a certain little thing called 
a “ bill” was brought, in which every mouthful eaten, 
every candle expended, and A'ery glass broken, were care¬ 
fully registered ; and that the amount was instantly paid, 
without even an appeal to the cazi, or a general cry of 
justice and no justice, or else the stranger’s goods were 
seized, or perhaps his person put into prison. 

Our time passed on rather slowly and dull enough until 
the hour of lied. We amused ourselves principally in 
pulling the strings which hung near the fire-place, to try 
whether such a ceremony would actually produce the ap¬ 
pearance of the slaves, or servants, of the caravanserai ; 
and sure enough they came, and tired enough they seemed 
to be ; until at length our pulling had no farther effect; 
and the charm we supposed was broken by too frequent a 
repetition of it. But when we were fairly tired and sleepy, 
the round-faced maiden, whom we had seen in the morning, 
again made her appearance, with a lighted candle in her 
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liand, and invited the ambassador to repose, to which he 
willingly assented. This was the signal for a general de¬ 
parture, and wc each of us were then inserted into a well 
covered throne, as before described. 

The night was passing on very successfully, when 1 
was awoke by the ambassador’s voice somewhere in the 
house. I got up as well as I could in the dark, and found 
him apparently in great distress, walking about in dishabille, 
followed by Ae master and mistress of the caravanserai 
and all their servants. The parties could not understanil 
each other. The infidels were looking quite aghast, won¬ 
dering what the ambassador could mean ; whilst he was 
venting his rage in a strange mixture of Persian and English 
words. As soon as he perceived me, he exclaiitied, “ I'm 
dead, 1 ’m dead; they have killed me ! Jllay their houses 
be bankrupt; may they all go to Jehnnum!" Upon 
enquiry it was found that the people of the caravanserai, 
conceiving we must always be cold because we came from 
a hot climate, had so heaped the ambassador’s bed with 
coverings, that no sooner had he got in amongst them than 
he began to smotlter. He escaped as if from certain death, 
and taking refuge in the passage, by his noise and exclam¬ 
ations gathered around him all the caravanserai. Having 
relieved his misery, we again^etired to our beds ; but our 
wonder never ceased when we saw how constantly and un¬ 
concernedly the infidel females mixed with the males, and 
with what little concern the men saw their wives and 
daughters waiting upon us, and performing all the offices 
which we can only command within our harems. On this 
occasion we discovered that there could be no ilistinction 
between men’s and women’s apartments in an English 
house, as there is in a Persian; for had that been the case, 
their inhabitants could not all have risen so much with one 
accord. The women certainly did not look as attractive as 
during the day, for their faces were encircled with small 
bits of paper, which we took for talismans placed there 
either to guard their beauty, to keep oft' the evil eye, or to 
charm away wrinkles and whiskers. 

We were sadly oft' for our ablutions, for water was to 
be found in every place except where we wanted it. In a 
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small room into which we were shown, it was made to 
rush in and disappear as if by magic, in a much more ex¬ 
traordinary manner than through the pipes of our fountains. 
This attracted tlie notice of the idle jelowdars and stable- 
boys ; and when they wanted something to amuse them 
and pass away the time, they found it in making the waters 
])lay in this place, to the great annoyance of the Franks. 
If contrivances so ingenious as this existed in Persia, in¬ 
stead of being confined to a small dark chamber, they 
would be placed before the shah in broad daylight, and 
the contriver clothed with a dress of honour. • To say the 
truth, we frequently determined in our discussions with 
each otlier, that the English rendered complicated that 
which was intended by nature to be very simple. 


CHAPTER XVI. 

THE AMBASSADOR PROCEEDS ON HIS JOURNEY. - NOVELTY OE STAOP 

COACHES TO PERSIAN.S. -HAJJI BABA’s REMARKS UPON ENGLISH 

TRAVELLING. 


Tub mehinandar now informed us that we were to make 
preparations for our journey to the capital. Our chief was 
somewhat startled at this, for he expected that some Frank 
of consequence would have been sent from the foot of the 
throne to conduct him to London: and that, waiting bis 
arrival, he might have had time to enjoy the sweets of 
repose after his long voyage. lie also expected that an 
arrangement, similar to that made in our own country on 
the passage of an ambassador, or a stranger of consequence, 
would have been made here, whereby we should be much 
advantaged; for well did we recollect how the last English 
embassy, on its journey through Persia, had enriched them¬ 
selves by the provisions collected from the towns and vil. 
lages through which it passed. We also recollected how 
many of the faithful had been made to suffer out of com- 
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pliment to the infidels; and we contemplated the enjoy¬ 
ment of retaliating on the feet of the English farmers some 
of the bastinadoes which had been inflicted on the Persian 
rayats. But all our dreams vanished when the mehmandar 
told us, that on the next day, shortly after morning prayer, 
a coach was to conduct us to the foot of the throne. He 
warned us to be ready at a particular hour; for he assured 
us, that which we could scarcely believe, that such was 
the despotic nature of the men who drove these coaches, 
that they would not wait any man’s pleasure, not even for 
their own shah, did he happen to require the delay of an 
hour or two. And the fact proved his words true ; for on 
the following^ morning, when we had scarcely done combing 
our beards, and before we had settled the direction of the 
Icehlfh, preparatory to our prayers, we were alarmed by the 
appearance of the mehmandar, who, in the greatest haste, 
ordered us to hurry to the coach, for not a moment was to 
be lost. 

“ But what is the haste,” rejoined I, “ in the name of 
the blessed Hussein ? Have we not all the day before us ? 
The sun is not so hot here as in our country, requiring us 
to leave our resting-place so early !” 

“ We have nothing to do with the heat of the sun,” 
answered the mehmandar; “ time is not thrown away here, 
every minute is of consequence.” 

“ But who throws away time ? ” exclaimed Mohamed 
Beg, still on his knees, and repeating his “ God forgive 
me,” between his lips. “ Is it throwing away time to say 
one’s prayers ? Our blessed Mahomed-” 

" Man !” exclaimed the mehmandar, “ what does the 
coachman care for your blessed Mahomed ?” 

Of a sudden the sound of a horn was heard, like that 
used at' our hot baths to call the women to bathe, and this, 
we were informed, was the last stage of the coachman's 
impatience. This was succeeded by the voice of the am¬ 
bassador himself, who roared out, “Ah, yeunsaintedmen ! 
Ah, ye children of burned fathers ! why do ye delay ? Do 
ye not ®erceive that the Franks arc waiting ? Arm your¬ 
selves and be mounted.” Upon which, without saying a 
word more, we girded our loins, put on our swords, thrust 
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our pistols into our waists, tied on our cartouch boxes, 
seized our long carabines, and putting our proper leg fore¬ 
most on crossing the threshold, saying the hismillah, we 
left the caravanserai, and sallied into the street. 

Our cliief called to me, and said that I was to proceed 
with him ; that Seid, Mahboob, and the Circassian were 
to do the same ; but enjoined me to see the others oil' 
without delay. The mehmandar, having inserted four into 
the inside of the coach, was proceeding to put in a fifth, 
when he was stopi>ed hy loud cries. “ In the name of 
Ali, by the soul of your father, there is no more room ; 
we shall die.” The more the mehmandar entreated, the 
more they showed resistance. They had seated themselves 
most agreeably on their heels, after our fashion, and every 
corner was occupied. At length, by main force, the meh¬ 
mandar threw in a Frank who was to accompany them to 
London, shut the door upon them, hoisted Ilassan the 
cook, and Feridoon the barber, on the top of all, and, 
Itefore we could say “ (Jod be with you,” they set oft' like 
an arrow shot out of a bow. I had never seen any thing 
so wonderful since 1 was bom. Hassan anil Feridoon 
both, in the face of all mankind, were each of them seated 
by an unveiled daughter of the Franks, who little seemed 
to care for the actual touch of men acknowdedging a dif¬ 
ferent faith to their own. 

The most extraordinary feature of the character of the 
English is, that they seem to look upon nothing as impure. 
They will touch a Jew as soon as one of their own tribe, 
and require no extraordinary ablution after it. But no¬ 
thing in fact ought to surprise us on that head, when we 
reflect tllat tlie unclean beast is cherished and eaten by the 
kings, lords, and commons of all the difierent nations of 
Frangistan. 

The ambassador followed in an hour after, accompanied 
by the mehmandar and myself in one carriage, and by the 
Circassian and her two attendants in another. I never 
enjoyed any thing so much as this mode of conveyance. 
In this the English certainly are superior to the B||sians ; 
for although our takhteravan* is very agreeable iflHs way, 
« A Ulter cArned betwei>n two mules. 
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yet nothing can exceed the ease and convenience of tiic 
cariiage. In the talc/itrruvan, when the mules take to 
trotting, or when the one proceeds willingly and the other 
refuses to go except by beating, the sufferer in the cage be¬ 
tween both undergoes strange motions ; hut in tlie carriage 
all is agreeable. It is so easy a motion that one might go 
through one’s prayers in it, smoke one’s lealiovii, or eat 
one’s dinner. We at first found it attended with the great 
inconvenience of want of air. IJy certain jtulleys glasses 
are drawn up ; hut not being able to jmt them down again, 
we were nearly stifled until an infidel showed us tlie secret 
of the contrivance. I question whether carriages would 
ever become of general use in Persia ; for, after all, what 
is there like the horse for the conveyance of man 'It is 
the universal use of this animal that makes the Peisian 
what he is, namely, active and enterprising ; whilst the 
Frank, carried about in his carriage, takes the place which 
our women would occupy, and debases his manhood seated 
oit soft cushions, sheltered from heat anil cold, instead of 
bestriding a hard saddle, exposed to and hardened by the 
vicissitudes of weather. 

We travelled through a country, the wdiole of which was 
better watered and kept than eitlier the gardens of the 
Takht Kajar at 'I'ehran *, or the eight [laradises of Ispahan. 
Not a stone was to he seen on the road. We supposed 
that the i/f/w and peris kept it clean ; for, excepting when 
the shah makes his entry into one of our cities, when the 
people are turned out to heap up the higihway at his ap¬ 
proach, we had never seen any thing so well prepared. 
We frequently asked each other whether this had been 
done by way of preparation for the ambassador's' arrival; 
but the mehmandar assured us that it was the same all 
over England; and at length we believed it, particularly 
when we remarked that our passage through the country 
created no greater sensation than if a string of camels 
were crossing the desert; and that if people did look at 
us, instead of bowing the head to the earth, as we had been 

• The Throne qf lie Kejars. The name of the king of Persia’s summer 
palace. 
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ordered to do to the Knglish embassy in Persia, they only 
laughed and pointed the finger. 

We travelled all the first day, and rested at night in a 
caravanserai, superior to the one at Plymouth. What was 
onr surjirise to find that we had proceeded above thiity 
parasangs; a distance which, in our country, would have 
taken us three or four days to perform ! Here was neither 
loading nor unloading of mules, nor sore backs of horses 
to complain of, no yaldidan^, no pots and pans, no cookery 
to perform, no cook to carry; all seemed prepared at'a 
moment’s notice, as if the shah himself had been expected ; 
as if the country had been laid under contribution months 
beforehand. We were agreed, that had Ismael Beg Telai, 
the Golden Ismael as he is called, the shah's favourite, had 
he, provided wdth the most absolute firman tliat was ever 
issuetl, been sent in advance to Ispahan, the most abundant 
city in Persia, to accumulate provisions, and to prepare 
for the arrival of the king of kings, he never could hate 
performed what we saw done with the most extraordinary 
ease, unexpected as we evidently were, in our passage 
through England. The moment our carriages appeared, 
as if they had had prophets and star-gazers amongst them 
to warn them of our arrival, every body was in motion to 
be of use to us. They all appeared to know as well as 
ourselves what we wanted, and every thing was done witli- 
out our speaking a word. Who has ever seen a caravan 
depart in Persia, or even a string of mules loaded, without 
a thousand uplifted voices being heard in universal 
wrangle; “justice!” “no justice!” being banded from 
mouth to mouth, as quick as blows falling on the fvh’k- ? 
But here, as Ali is my witness, not a word was spoken ; 
the horses appeared to run of their own accord to the 
carriages, ready and anxious to be harnessed. The 
drivers were all dressed, whip in hand, and before 1 could 
have counted my beads we were on the road again. And 
when we reached the caravanserai, instead of witnessing, 
as we frequently do in Persia, a general battle between 
servants and masters, cooks and mule-drivers, wUjk each 
one is to pass the night, some seizing upon one roSifsomc 
upon another; h^re, on the contrary, the most astonishing 

G 
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Older prevailed. Each new comer is paraded in procession 
to an apartment, which is as much his own as if he had 
resided in it twenty years, where he finds a fire provided 
for him, and where strings, ready for his pulling, ring 
corresponding hells, and produce corresponding waiters ; 
and where the more noise he makes, the more trouble he 
creates, the more the owners of the caravanserai appear to 
be pleased. When a dinner is ordered, it is wonderful to 
observe what alacrity and stir,are created throughout the 
house, whilst we in Persia, after a long day’s march, are 
happy to get our pillau without the previous necessity of 
beating our cook. But, at the same time, I must observe, 
as sure as night succeeds the day, never did we touch a 
morsel—never did we go to the right or to the left— 
never did we leave the caravanserai, without that inevit¬ 
able consequence of all things in England, to wit, a bill. 


CHAPTER XVII. 

THEY KEACH BATH, AND AFEBOACH THE CAVITAL.-HAJJI BABA 

DESCHIBES THE SENSATIONS OF THE AMBAitSADOll AT AN F N- 
OLISH KECETTION. 

The next day wc travelled as many parasangs as the day 
before, with the same ease and comfort; passing several 
large towns, and seeing sights so strange and novel, that it 
would require the pens of all the mirzas in the shah’s gate* 
to record them. We stopt at one city, in particular, to see 
what appears to be very uncommon among the Franks, 
namely, a bath. The city itself is called Hummum, or 
Bath ; and strange enough it appeared to us, that so much 
consequence should be made of that which no Persian vil- 
lagc yjkthout ; which exists in almost every street in our 
citie^Bnd which is the necessary appurtenance of every 
Persian gentleman’s house. But the secret of the conse- 
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quence given to this place was, that the waters here, like 
those of Broussa, near Stamboul, are medicinal; and we 
were highly amused at the contrivances put into practice 
to restore the sufferers to health. The ambassador com¬ 
plained of a pain in his shoulder, and the Frank who 
showed us the establishment drew out a brush made of the 
bristles of the unclean beast, which he assured us would, if 
well rubbed over the part, produce instant relief. We re¬ 
coiled from the sight of this instrument as if we had seen 
a snake. The infidel then invited us to walk into a pool 
where many Franks, both men and women, were taking 
their pleasure ; but we had had pollution enough for once 
by the sight of the brush, and positively refused to accede 
to his entreaties. 

The sight of the baths led to an animated dispute with 
the mehmaiidar, ujjon the subject of cleanliness. We as¬ 
serted that the IVrsians were the cleanest people on earth, 
and the Franks necessarily the dirtiest. I said, ‘‘ You, 
English, for instance, scarcely ever use a bath. You 
wasli your hands and face, and then think yourselves clean; 
whereas the commonest man in Persia never passes a week, 
and the man of any consequence scarcely a day, without 
washing their whole persons.” 

“ That may be the case,’’ said the mehmandar, “ but 
the cleanliness exists only as long as you are in the water; 
the moment you are out of it you return to your shirts 
worn for weeks before; to your trousers, which pass from 
father to son; and to your sheep's skin cloaks, that go 
through whole generations. We change our linen daily ; 
the poorest man is clean from head to foot once in the 
week at least.” 

“ What is the use of his cleanliness in dress,” said 1, 
“ when he defiles his inside by eating swine’s flesh f By 
the blessed Mahomed ! twenty years of double prayers, 
when we return to Persia, will not purify us from the 
contaminations we arc likely to catch during our stay 
among you.” 

“ l>o not throw away your words in prcmatu^ptalk,” 
said he; “ you will eat swine’s flesh, without scruple, be¬ 
lieve me, before you have done with us.” 
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He almost made me sick with the very thought of such 
abomination; and being once more installed in our car¬ 
riages, we continued our road towards the foot of the 
Englisli throne. 

Upon arriving at our resting-place at night, the am^ 
bassador was met by two mirzas, from the gate of the En¬ 
glish shah, with carriages, and two royal choppers, or 
couriers, who were ordered to prepare every thing for his 
accommodation ; and accordingly they had spread a table 
with all sorts of meats, fruits, and sherbets, to which they 
invited us to sit the moment the ambassador had alighted 
from his carriage. We saw that this dawn of attention 
from the king of the country was pleasing to tlie ambas¬ 
sador ; and we anticipated the Istakhnl that would meet 
us the next morning ; for we were informed that we weie 
only ten parasangs from the city, and that we should cer¬ 
tainly enter it before the muezvins could call the noonday 
prayer. This put us all into good humour. T'he am¬ 
bassador consulted with Seid what calm he should wear on 
the occasion, what shawl he should wind round his cap, 
and ordered his diamond-hilted dagger to be got in readi¬ 
ness. 1 had remarked on many occasions that our dark 
faces and black eyes were not displeasing to the fair daugh¬ 
ters of England ; and therefore I merely put on a clean 
shirt, which 1 had also remarked was a great passport to 
an Englishman’s approbation. I tightened my waist, 
whilst 1 expanded my shoulders to their fullest extent by 
putting on my broad-sleeved tehmeh. We all took care to 
curl the xulfs behind our ears. Seid shaved the ambas- 
.sador’s head ; 1 left mine unshorn till we should meet 
Eeridoon the barber. The Circassian was veiled closer 
than ever; and although we had no astrologer with us to 
ascertain a fortunate hour for entering the city, yet as the 
ambassador had had a good omen the evening before, we 
were satisfied that our good fortune was on the ascent. 

We entered the carriages prepared for us with consider¬ 
able emotion, considering what an important event enter- 
ing a^Py under our circumstances must always be, and 
fully prepared to do justice to the dignity of our shah by 
the manner in which it was the ambassador’s intention to 



IN ENGLAND. 


85 


receive the Istalcbal, which we made no doubt was pre¬ 
paring to receive him. The mirzas accompanied the am¬ 
bassador in the same carriage ; and we remarked to them 
in what a different manner Persians approach a city, on 
occasions of ceremony, to what appeared to be usual here. 
It was the custom amongst us, we assured them, to move 
very slow; much ceremony, and many complimentary 
speeches were made ; we smoked on the road ; our sfMtirs, 
or running footmen, preceded our horses, and, on the en¬ 
trance of an ambassador, the stick was abundantly admin¬ 
istered to the crowd, in order to call forth admiration at 
the vigilance of the police, and to show the king’s autho¬ 
rity. Sometimes, when terror was to he struck, the city 
gates were ornamented by amjile portions of human bodies, 
and heads were laid in heaps before tlie royal palace. But 
here we remarked that it was exactly the contrary. The 
infidels who were driving our carriages galloped their 
horses more like cavalry making a charge agjiinst an enemy, 
than like men conducting the representative of the shadow 
of Allah upon earth. 

As we approached the city we remarked that, in many 
parts, the walls were painted in white characters, evidently 
after tlie manner of our country, and no doubt for the same 
holy purposes. 1 copied several such inscriptions, and 
hoarded them up with much care, to introduce them in 
my speech, when 1 should be able to express myself with 
sufficient ease in English." 

We were now told that we were only about three para- 
sangs from the foot of the throne ; and in proportion as 
that distance diminished, the stir on the road increased. 
It appeared, from the immense number of people who 
were whirling by in coaches, and conveyances of every de¬ 
scription, that the population of the city must have been 
api)rised of our approach ; for well did I recollect, on the 
day that the last embassy from the shah of England 
reached Ispahan, when all its inhabitants were ordered out 
to meet it, that some of the most curious were to Jje seen 

• Ttio words pa aH* houf hak! ya aUaht are frequently painK^ <hi the 
walls of the Persian mosques, and even houses. What Hfyjt Baba remarked 
here must evidently allude to the competitors in blacking, and to the pertina 
Clous Body. 
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at the head of the great mass even before the entrance of 
the hezzar dereh, or the thousand acres. But still it was 
extraordinary that no proper notice was taken of us ; for if 
perchance we were discovered in our rapid course, it was 
only to point, or to laugh, or to hoot at us. We strained 
all our eyes in the direction upon which we were proceed¬ 
ing, when, under a thick yellow vapour, we saw what was 
evideutly an immense city ; and now the ambassador began 
to look about him for the grand deputation. We per¬ 
ceived no troops, nor any horsemen running to and fro 
with anxious looks. The two British mirzas sat unmoved; 
but the rachmaiidar, who, from having seen our country, 
guessed what was passing in the ambassador’s mind, said 
that he hoped we should now soon come to an end of our 
journey ; and that then the ambassador would be convinced 
of the desire of the English nation to make his stay happy. 

“ And is it the custom of your country," exclaimed 
Mirza Firouz, “ to smuggle an ambassador into the seat of 
your government, as if he were a bale of prohibited goods? ” 

The principal mirza, through the mehmandar, then 
assured the ambiissador that it was not an English custom 
to send deputations on the road; but that he would not 
fail to receive all the attentions due to his high rank, as 
soon as he had reached the house which had been prepared 
for him. 

“ If such be your custom,” said our chief, “ by the head 
of the shah, believe me, it is a bad custom. Go to Persia 
—learn manners there. The ceremony of Ixtiihimls is as 
old as Jerasheed. After all, there is some difference be¬ 
tween the entry of an ambassador and that of an old 
woman, although they must be the same in your estimation, 
since the one seems to produce as little sensation as the 
other.” Then tuniing to me, he said, “ Ilajji, by my soul, 
if I had known, when 1 received my dismissal from the 
shah’s i)resence, that I was to travel all this way, to en¬ 
counter the waves and storms of the sea, to live with infi. 
dels, to be rubbed with a swine’s brush, in short, to devour 
more abomination than ever fell to the lot of any one true 
behever, 1 would rather have shaved my beard, and lived 
in a corner all my life with ashes on my head. ,Ah ! 
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Mirza Sheffi ! Mirza Sheffi ! ” exclaimed lie; “ you old 
unsainted vizier ! this is all your doing. If I do not defile 
your grave, and that of the whole of your ancestry, before 
1 die, then my name is not Mirza Firouz.” 

The two English mirzas sat mute with astonishment at 
the volubility which all at once jiossessed the ambassatlor's 
tongue. They mildly pointed to a beautiful garden, through 
which we were driving, saying, “ this is one of our public 
walks, and one of our places of amusement.” 

“ Shut up the windows," roared Mirza Firouz; “ no¬ 
body shall sec me so disgraced. I, who am ordered to make 
the shah’s face white in this foreign land—I, who am the 
first ambassador whom the shah has ever despatched hither, 
to be treated with as little ceremony as an ass-load of old 
rags would be in Persia ! It is a disgrace not to be borne.” 

We continued to whirl along with unequalled rapidity, 
and, witli the glasses up, we streamed from every pore. 
Nothing was to be done but to sit quiet. The mirzas and 
the mehmandar talked earnestly to each other. The meh- 
mandar endeavoured all he could to explain away what so 
much grieved the ambassador; but all conversation was at 
an end by tbe new sort of noise which the carriage made 
upon entering the body of the city. We caught only rapid 
glimpses of streets, houses, shops, and novelties too nume¬ 
rous to be described at this moment, and at length stopped 
at a door, situated between several other doors of exactly 
the same dimensions; and tliere, to our joy and amaze¬ 
ment, we beheld our countrymen, whom three days before 
we left at Plymouth, and whom, to say the truth, we 
expected never to see again. 
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CHAPTER XVTIJ. 

OC THF rXASIANS IN I.ONDON.-THEY MISTAKE A I.OED FOE A 

IIOCTOR. — OF THE HOHSE IN WHICH THEY A»P. INSTALLED. 

Tue ambassador got out of the carriage, with his temper 
all crooked, totally ignorant whether in so doing the hour 
was fortunate or unfortunate. Nobody appeared before 
him to say, “ You are welcomeno one with a present in 
his hand to greet him ; not even a pomegranate was offered 
him ; and rushing up a rapid flight of stairs, he threw 
himself in despair upon a sofa. In vain was he,invited to 
partake of a magnificent repast of sweetmeats, fruits, and 
ices, which had been prepared, and which the English 
inirsas and the mehmandar assured him had been provided 
at the express orders of the government—nothing would 
console him—he swore his face was black, and black he 
swore it should remain. 

The mehmandar then presented him some food in a 
dish, and asked whether he would not eat. 

“ Eat! ” said the ambassador: “ if all your receptions 
are like this, and if you think to wipe off the disgrace 
which ray shah has this day received by giving me to eat, 
you are much mistaken. Let me see some one to say 
‘ Welcome’ on the part of your shah, and then, perhaps, 1 
may eat. No salt will be lawful till then.” 

“ But do you count the British mirzas for nothing ? ” 
said the mehmandar. 

“ Mirzas, indeed! ” exclaimed he in a fury: “ did we 
send a writer of firmans, and a clipper of paper, to your am¬ 
bassadors ? What words are these } Don’t beat the air with 
more useless words ! My face is black; your face is black ; 
and your government's face will also be blackened (praise 
be to God!) throughout the world when this factis known! ” 

Seeing that nothing could be made of him in this 
humour, we left him to roll on the sofa, whilst Seid rubbed 
his feet, and Feridoon, the barber, kneaded his back and 
loins, which produced relief more effectual than either 
speeches from the mirzas or the mehmandar. 
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I consoled myself for the miseries of the last hour by 
seeking the company of iny countrymen. I found them 
settled near the entrance of the house, in a large room, 
supported at one end by two pillars, surrounded with 
chairs, and encumbered by a large wooden case mounted 
on four legs. Here they had spread their carpets, arranged 
their saddles and trunks ; hung up their carbines, swords, 
and pistols ; and had made all the arrangements usual in a 
caravanserai. There was no end to the many strange 
things which we had to say to each other. They had tra¬ 
velled through the country in a style worthy of kings, for 
their carrM^e was provided with every convenience; horses 
ready harnessed at frequent intervals were awaiting their 
arrival to carry them on with increased rapidity; and they 
had not once had recourse to either sword or carbine, sudi 
little impediment had they found. ’Tis true they were 
obliged to proceed whether they would or not ; for the 
inexorable driver would not give them time even to pre¬ 
pare a kalioun; but they found so much pleasure in being 
as it were masters, whilst every body seemed slaving and 
toiling for their advantage, that, to hear them talk, they 
would not have cared if the journey had never come to a 
close. On arriving at the house in London, they were 
at a loss, amidst the variety of rooms which it contained, 
where to de])osit themselves; but knowing from expe¬ 
rience how much more convenient and safer it was to 
keep together, and to sleep under each other's protection, 
they settled to remain where 1 found them, rather than to 
take separate beds and separate rooms at the top of the 
house. They were visited every morning by a good old 
infidel, a doctor, so they thought, who had been very kind 
to the cook, who felt unwell from the fatigue of the jour¬ 
ney. He had generously felt his pulse, and hail sent his 
deputy to give the proper medicines. H'e were expressing 
our admiration of Frank doctors, when, at this very moment, 
the said old man came in accompanied by the mehmandar. 
We all rushed to have our pulses felt, and our tongues 
looked aty which is the Frank mode of ascertaining health, 
when the mehmandar, to our astonishment, burst into a 
fit of laughter. 



90 


IIAJJI BABA 


What news is this ? ” said he. “ What do you do 
thus for } ” 

“ He is our doctor, praise be to God!” said the cook; 
“ he has cured the pain in niy heart.” 

“ Doctor!” exclaimed the Frank; “ he is no doctor— 
lie is my uncle! ” 

“ Well," said 1, “ and suppose he is ? he may be a doc¬ 
tor, and your uncle too; there is no harm in that, is there ? ” 

“ But he is one of the omrahs, a lord, and a man of the 
sword; he never made up a drug in his life.” 

“ Hojv should we know that ?” said the co ^; “ how 
are we to distinguish between your lords and you *octors? ” 

This puzzled the mehmandar ; for truly every body 
seemed to be on an equality in this strange country. To 
judge of people by their dress here was impossible. Finery 
certainly was not the criterion ; for if it were, then those 
who drove the coaches in the streets, and those who stood 
behind them, must be die nobility of the laud, for they 
were the finest drest people we saw. AFe found, when we 
came to draw inferences from all that met our eye, that our 
difBculties increased; and therefore, until our senses should 
have become more expanded, we thought the best plan for 
the present was to seat ourselves upon the hill of patience, 
and open the eyes of astonishment upon the prospect of 
novelty. 

In the meanwhile, accompanied by the mehmandar, I 
made a survey of the house that had been allotted to us by 
the English shah. It must have recently been taken by 
force from some native khan ; for we could scarcely sup¬ 
pose that any body would willingly have surrendered up 
the immense property, which we remarked that it contained, 
to strangers. The old lord high treasurer, who w'as obliged 
to give up his house to the last Frank embassy at Tehran, 
managed his matters better, for he took away ail his mag. 
nificent carpets and nummuds, all his silken door-curtains, 
all his China bowls and silver candlesticks, and substituted 
for them old worn-out articles, which answered the pur¬ 
pose just as well. But here there was no end to*the mag¬ 
nificence displayed. Larger mirrors than any that had ever 
yet reached Persia were placed against the walls. Chan- 
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dcliers equal to the shah’s in his palace of Negaristan; 
carpets, sofas, chairs, beds, every necessary of life in use 
among Franks, were seen, of all sizes and denomina¬ 
tions ; tilings of which wc could not discover the use, and 
things, of which, when we were told the use, appeared use¬ 
less. For instance, we found chairs of all fashions: some 
to keej) one’s legs up; some to let them down ; some to loll 
with the right arm, some with the left ; others to support 
the head. Now, this to us, who have only one mode of 
sitting, namely, upon our heels, appeared an excess of mad¬ 
ness. 'J^en there was one set of tables to dine upon, 
another W; for writing, others again for washing and shav¬ 
ing. But where should I end were I to attempt descrip¬ 
tion ? The same difficulties existed about the rooms. The 
room in which the servants had established tliemselves was 
one appropriated for eating. To eat any where else is im¬ 
proper— to sleep there would be sacrilege — to make a bath 
of it would create a rebellion. Then above this were several 
large apartments, with couches placed in various corners, 
where the whole of us might have slept most conveniently; 
but these we were informed were the Franks’ dewan khaneh, 
where the masters received their visiters. One thing was 
most certain : — they have no anderoon, no separate apart¬ 
ments for their women. !Mcn and women all live together; 
a man’s room may be next to a woman’s, and no difficulty 
made about it. II ow things could go on in this manner it 
was still left to us to discover; and the ambassador was at 
some loss to know where to deposit the Circassian, until we 
found a very good apartment, separate from the rest, where 
she might live unseen, and unable to see; happy in the 
enjoyment of her own customs. The universal exposure of 
tlicir faces to the gaze of man by the infidel women was still 
to us a matter of the greatest surprise. Occasionally we re¬ 
marked women wearing a sort of apology for a veil, green, 
black, or white, but it was merely a screen from wind, dust, 
or sun; but never was the impure eye of man ever taken into 
consideration. However, as upon this subject, as well as 
upon the relative situation of the sexes in this infidel, swine- 
eating country, I shall have much to relate and much to ex¬ 
pose, I win restrict myself at present to say, that during the 
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whole day, the day of our first arrival, we did nothing but 
inspect the curiosities of our residence. Our constant pro¬ 
gress from the top to the bottom, in which there were 
more steps than would take a man to the highest minar in 
Ispahan, at length so fatigued us, that we concluded, in 
order to encounter such fatigue we ought to abandon our 
high-heeled green slippers, shod with iron, which slipped 
off frequently in the descent, and adopt the flat.solcd shoes 
of the Franks. Well did we recollect the conveniences of 
our own houses in Persia, when compared to the one we 
now inhabited. There we scarcely ever had tq_mount a 
step; it was all even ground. On the same sVace was 
the harem, with its fifty rooms, and its intricate passages; 
the vast dewan khanelt, with its open front ready to catch 
the smallest breeze that blew; the broad court, planted 
with trees, ornamented by flowers, and refreshed by splash¬ 
ing fountains. Here, on the contrary, every thing was 
upside down. If we wanted to cook our meat, we de¬ 
scended to the bowels of the earth ; if it were necessary to 
eat it, we went to its surface. If to sit and rest, we were 
perched midway; and if to sleep, we clambered into the 
chambers of the air. Mohamed Bog, the Locman of our 
party, who was constantly endeavouring to acquire good 
reasons for what we saw, was of opinion, that England 
being an island, it was necessary to save ground ; for if all 
her houses, as in Persia, were spread over the surface of 
her territory, she would form one vast city, and no room 
would be left for agriculture. But Persia being a country 
the limits of which were unknown, it signified little how 
much of her surface was covered by buildings ; there would 
always be plenty to spare. And this remark, he argued, 
was confirmed by the well known circumstance, that every 
man in Persia thought it incumbent upon him to build a 
new house for himself, and leave the house of his father to 
fall mto ruin ; whereas in England the son came into pos¬ 
session of his father’s house, and felt himself bound to keep 
it in repair ; as naturally as in Persia the son becomes the 
owner of his father’s fur coat, and the daughter of her 
mother’s state trousers, feeling themselves bound to cherish 
and preserve them. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

OF HOW THET PASS THE FIRST NIGHT IN tONDON. — ENGLISH 

NOISES DIFFERENT FROM PERSIAN--AN ENGLISH VIZIER VISITS 

THE AMBASSADOR. 

We passed the first night very ill. Each of us had a bed, 
the curtains of which were so pretty that we longed to cut 
thorn up for alcoloks*, or to bind them round our waist; 
but we were unaccustomed to their heavy coverings, and 
found, afftr we had been a short time under them, that our 
coat and trousers became disagreeably oppressive. We all 
agreed that certain white pieces of loose linen, which ac¬ 
companied each bed, would make excellent shirts; and 
Taki, the ferash, who had only one, determined imme¬ 
diately to improve his stock. The whole household was on 
the stir long before the Franks thought of moving; but 
Mohamed Beg was much puzzled about the true hour for 
saying his morning prayer, for we heard no rmiesseius to 
announce it from the mosques; and besides, the nights 
were so much longer than any we had been accustomed to, 
that we had almost settled amongst ourselves that the sun 
never rose in this ill-eonditioned city. We had walked 
about the house for several hours almost in total darkness, 
and were in despair waiting for the dawn, when at length 
we heard noises in the street, indicating that the inhabitants 
were awake. During the whole night at intervals we had 
watched the cries of what were evidently guards of the 
night, who, like the keshekehis on the widls of the Arkt, 
announce that all is right; but those we now heard were 
quite diflerent. At first we thought they might be muez¬ 
zins appointed to cry out the Frangi azan, the invitation to 
the inhabitants to arise and pray; and indeed, looking at 
them through the twilight, we were confirmed in our iflea, 
for they were dressed in black, as all the English men of 
God are; but we were evidently mistaken, because, al¬ 
though they uttered their cry in a variety of loud shrill 
tones, yet still no one seemed to rise a moment the sooner, 

* Tlic under vest, unually made of flowered chintz. 

f The king of I'crsm’s pahu-c is so callecL 



tlAJJr BABA 


94 

or to have the least idea .of praying on their account. And 
still we were uncertain; for when the day had completely 
broken, Mohamed Beg came running in ip great joy, 
exclaiming “ muezain!” and pointing to the 

top of one of the minars which arc seen on all the houses, 
wc there saw one of these street clergymen, crying out his 
profession of faith witli all his might. 

As the day advanced, strange noises, such as we never 
hear in our cities, became audible. Among otliers we 
distinguished a bell, whose sound, similar to that some¬ 
times heard from the churches of the Armenians at Julia 
and Btchmiazin, made us again suppose that thi# might be 
the true mode of calling the Franks to their devotions ; but 
it appeared to be the signal for a general cleaning of houses 
and house doors. This operation was the business of 
women; and we imagined that it must have something to 
do with their religion, for they performed it as an act of 
penance on their knees. And we found, too, that our own 
house was undergoing the same ceremony ; for, to our as¬ 
tonishment, we discovered that women, jrrovided no doubt 
l)y the government for our use, had slept under the same 
roof with us, and were doing that which is the business of 
OUT ferasltes, or carpet-spreaders. 

The ambassador, having been refreshed by the help of 
his barber, arose in better humour, and announced to us 
that he had had a dream, which having been advantageously 
interjrreted by Mohamed Beg, his spirits were wound up, 
and he devoured no more grief. He had seen Mirza Sheffi 
with his feet in tlie air, his back on a carpet, and four 
feraxhes flouiishing their slicks over him, whilst the Asylum 
of the Universe was eating a pillau of gold instead of rice; 
and this was so sure an indication of the speedy destruction 
of his enemy, that he had now nothing left to wish for. 
His good humour was increased by the arrival of a Frank 
of consequence, who was announced to him as tire meh- 
mandar appointed to attend him, during his stay in England, 
by the English shah, and who talked our language with so 
much facility and purity, that every thing seemed now to 
promise fair for making progress in the object of our mis¬ 
sion He not only spoke Persian, but he wrote it with as 
much elegance as one of our best moomUm: he had read 
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all our best authors; had Hadz and Saadi at his fingers’ 
ends; and, to say the truth, we soon found out that the 
ambassador would have been happy had he not been quite so 
learned, since he was every now and then obliged to chew the 
cud of shame, and swallow the bitter draught of ignorance. 

The mehinandar announced to the ambassador, that it 
was the intention of the king of England’s vizier for foreign 
affairs to call upon him on that day; and that the vizier 
azem, or - the prime minister, would visit him on the next. 
This surprised us exceedingly. “ What! ” said we, “ is 
all the visiting to be settled without one single quarrel ? 
These Franks must have a poor idea of their own dignity, 
of what is due to dicir shah, if they concede at once that 
wjjich generally forms one of the principal questions of our 
negotiations. When the last English embassy reached 
Tehran, a good month elapsed ere it was settled who 
should take the first step from off his nummud, the Frank 
or the Irani; aud it was only after a laborious compro¬ 
mise that they at last met at a third person’s on neutral 
ground. Here viziers drop into our mouths widiout our 
scarcely giving ourselves the trouble to open them.” After 
all, we concluded we were Persians, and that was saying 
every thing. Who can deny a Persian’s precedence ? 

The vizier came at the appointed time. He was 
attended by only two persons, who freely sat before him 
without asking his leave. “ What a difference,’’ said we, 
“ between one of our shah’s viziers and this personage ! ” 

“ Snh ! bah ! hah ! ” said I, “ a vizier is somebody in our 
blessed Persia! See him, when he leaves the gate of his 
house surrounded by a hundred servants and dependents ; 
some watching the least turn of his head to catch a g^pse 
of his eye; others running at the side of his stirrup in offi¬ 
cious haste to kiss his knee; others, again, claiming the pro¬ 
tection of his skirt to present a petition. 'Phen if a poor 
wretch happens to obstruct the road as he is about to pass, 
how lustily the ferashes beat him 1 how his camels are 
hustled away, or his mules, packs, and all, thrust into the 
kennell” Hitherto we had seen nothing in the men of 
office in England which could make their places at all 
desirable ; and what was our astonishment when we were 
told tliat the individual who now visited the ambassador 
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WMJto less a peraonage^than the vanquisher of the famous 
Tippoo Sultaun, the captor of the splendid city of Seringa- 
patim; one whose power bad been greater than that of 
all the Mogul chiefs put together; one who could make 
the sun rise by the twinkle of his eye, and annihilate the 
moon by the shake of his head. And here he was, with 
white dust on his head, seated on a chair instead of a 
throne, paying a first visit |,to one less than one of our 
shah’s shoe-bearers, when be himself had had shahs and 
nawabs waiting to kiss the dust of his feet. “ Strange 
vicissitudes !" exclaimed Mohamed Beg: " this it is which 
Saadi meant, when he said, that the life of man is like tlie 
traveller in the mountains of K4f. If at the summit, he 
receives the rays of light before any other mortal ^ if 
half way down, he is partly obscured; if at the bottom of 
the valley, all the world look down upon him!" It was 
evident from the dignified expression of his eye, which 
cansed ns ever after to call him the “ eye of the state 
and from the easy flow of his langu^e, that he was not 
only a son of words'+, but one who could rule kingdoms ; 
one, in fact, who understood the difference between right 
and wrong, whether be governed Christians or Hindoos. 

The ambassador expressed his desire to the English 
viider to be immediately admitted to the presence of the 
ahah of England, in order to present the letter and the 
presents with which he was charged ; and notified to him 
that the king of kings had ordered him, upon pain of 
losing his head, to receive his audience in less than three 
days after his arrival. 

The vizier assured the ambassador that every thing should 
be done to meet his wishes, as far as was consistent with 
the customs of England ; but that as tlie king, his roaster, 
was only to be seen at stated times, he was fearful that some 
little dday must arise before the audience could take place. 

Mina Firouz seemed surprised at this, and explained, 
that the Aah of Persia made himself daily visible to his 
aul^'ecte ; that before the noonday prayer the selam took 
place, when his mgjesty being seated on his throne, the 
great officers of the court stood before him, as weU as ail 
others whose duty led them to seek the royal presence; 

* A tide flrequeatlr given to vlncra t Eloquent 
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and that an ambassador might have an audience on the 
very day of his arrival if he chose it, provided the stars 
and the astrologers were propitious. 

The English vizier then said, he was afraid that he must 
apologise for the incivility of the English stars, since they, 
would necessarily oppose themselves to the ambassador’s 
wishes on this occasion, and keep him longer from the 
presence of the king; than was agreeable to him ; but that 
as soon as possible he should have his audience. 

This intelligence threw dismay into the ambassador’s 
heart; and as soon as the vizier had taken his leave, he 
broke out into the following exclamations: “ Wahi! wahi ! 
what misfortune has fallen upon my head! If this is to 
be the case, my soul is at an end; 1 shall be disgraced 
before m^ and my wife and child will be sold to the 
Turcomans! 'fhat old flint-hearted Mirza Sheffi will 
then have got me into his possession; he will defile my 
father’s grave, and prevail against my mother.” Then 
addressing himself to us, he continued :—“ Ay, Batchdh ! 
say, children, what shall we do.^ where shall we go.^ 
Our faces will be black ! Our king is a despotic’ king; 
and he takes no more account of men's heads than a mule 
does of the thistles it devours.” 

I ventured to allay his apprehension by saying, “ The 
truth is, O Mirza, that you say right, and you do nothing 
without calculation; but by the soul of your child, are 
we not Persians and Mussulmans and if we are fallen 
into the hands of an ignorant and unclean generation, 

, whose fault is it, if it be not that of our destiny The 
chief of our nation is a despotic king, there is no doubt 
of that; but powerful as he is, can he prevail against 
that which is written in the book of fate ? ” 

“ The Ilajji says right,” exclaimed Mohamed Beg. 
“ Tahdeer, destiny, after all, is what we must all look 
to: we eat, we drink, we sleep, we arrive, we depart, not 
an action of our lives but is predestined; and if it be 
ordained, O elchi, that you cannot see the king of the 
Franks before a certain day, what can you, one of God’.s 
creatures, do to the contrary 

H 
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" And if it be my destiny to lose my head,” exclaimed 
the ambassador, “ what then? 

“ Why, then, oiF it goes,” answered Mohamed Beg 
very quietly, “ and may mercy await you ! ” 

“ Mashallah ! praise be to God! ” said the ambassador; 
“ I am your humWe servant. If I know then that my 
head is to bo cut off, shall I not try to keep it on my 
shoulders ? Go to, go to, Mr. Astrqloger; learn better 
doctrine; or, by the shah’s lieard, you shall find that your 
heels are predestined to take up the position of your head." 

Seeing him in this untoward humour, we left him ; and 
we were ha])py to hear him order his kalioun, which we 
knew always operated as a sedative, whenever the fire of 
agitation had been kindled in the furnace of his heart. 


CHAPTER XX. 

THE AMBASSAOOa IS VISITED BV THE ENGI.ISII EEIMK MINISTER. 

-IIAJJI baba’s IIKMARKS UEOH MEN IN OFFICE. 

The visit of the minister for foreign affairs had been so ab¬ 
rupt and unexpected, that we had not had time to prepare 
refreshments suited to the dignity of his character; an 
attention which is never failing in our own country, however 
different it may be among the Franks. He had only been 
treated to the common ceremony of sweet and bitter coffee, 
with intervening smoke ; and as we were come on a friendly 
mission, the sweet coffee, emblem of the good feeling which 
prevails between the two countries, was served first; whilst 
the bitter, being reserved for the emblem of the disagreements 
which sometimes intervene bet ween sovereigns, was presented 
last. Whether the vizierunderstood thedelicacyof tWs proce¬ 
dure, we were at a loss to say; we rather thought that his pro¬ 
pensities were neither peaceable nor warlike since he scarcely 
tasted the sweet draught, and absolutely made wry faces 
at the bitter one. We were, however, better prepared for 
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the visit of the prime minister :*Hassan, the cook, was 
ordered to exercise all his talent, and to dress a breakfast, 
.which would at once show his art, and give a specimen of 
our national luxuries. He prepared several sorts of 
fnllaus. lie so judiciously mixed sweets and acids, meats 
and vegetables, and poured over the whole such abundance 
of liquid butter, that the emblem of blending the interests 
of the two countries, he assured us, was perfect. Then 
nothing could be more delicate than our sherbets, and the 
sweetmeats, particularly the gezevjibin*, that luxury pe¬ 
culiar to 1‘ersia, and of which, considering where our 
destinies were directing us, we had brought a large store. 
Several of our sherbet bowls had been broken on the 
journey, and Hashiin was at a loss how to rcimplace them, 
until, recollecting that he had seen certain vases, some 
painted, others white, placed in different parts of the 
English houses, he took possession of thi-ee of the hand¬ 
somest, and served up the sherbets in them, 'fhe young 
inelimandar, who happened to have inspected the conchas, 
or trays, as they stood prepared for the breakfast, at the 
sight of these vases burst into indiscreet laughter, of 
which none of us could understand the meaning, until 
explaining the use to which they were generally applied, 
we were obliged to hide the face of shame under the veil 
of ignorance ; and rendered thanks to Allah, that we had 
so providentially escaped the quicksands of pollution. 

The prime vizier came, unattended by any suite. We re. 
marked that there was a difference between the dress of the 
viziers and that of other men ; the peculiarities of which 
We concluded pertained to their office. For instance, 
black silk bags hung at the back of their necks; and as 
they were something similar to the satin and brocade bags 
in which the letters of our kings and princes are sent, we 
conceived this might indicate officers of despatch; but 
then, on the other hand, they wore a long thin weapon by 
tlieir side which might, for aught we knew, mean a 
sword, and thus indicate a lord of the cimetar, but that 
it looked more like one of our campaigning spits, upon 
which we make a hasty kaboh; and thus they might be 

• Manna. 

H 2 



100 


HAJJI BABA 


taken for the shah’s head cooks. Upon .^nquiry of the 
young mchmandar^ he told us that this was the dress of 
ceremony common to Franks, and was the same which 
they wore when they appeared before their kings, and 
was now put on in honour oi the ambassador. 

The prime vizier was a dervish in appearance, so mild, 
so kind, that we marvelled how the affairs of this great 
country cotdd be directed by him, when we considered how 
much vigour and bloodshed must be necessary to keep a 
large populace in order. Our shabs, who generally act as 
their own first minister, are the great instruments of go¬ 
vernment in oar land; but in Turkey, every new grand 
vizier, in order to establish his reputation for decision, and 
to create a wholesome fear, generally finds it necessary to 
begin his career by spilling human blood. He either de¬ 
capitates a Christian merchant who is too rich, strangles a 
Janissary, or hangs a Jew. Nowit was plain from all the 
English vizier told us, that he had never cut off a tliief’s 
hand, nor even nailed a baker’s car to his own shop-door. 

A very handsome breakfast was served up to him, but 
which, strange to say, did not seem to his taste. The am¬ 
bassador helped him to the choicest bits with his own fin¬ 
gers ; he even put his hand into the same mess of rice with 
him, and gave him his own spoon to drink sherbet with ; 
but he could not be prevailed upon to make the most of the 
good things before him. We tried tiim with some gezen- 
jibin, which he scrupulously examined ; but when Hashim, 
the footman, had dexterously broken it with his hand.s, and 
blown the dust from it with his mouth, he did not seem 
inclined to carry his curiosity further. “ Surely,” said we, 
“ this infidel cannot affect to think us impure, that he does 
not choose to taste our food ; he who will not scruple to 
eat swine’s flesh, and to drink of the forbidden wine ? anil 
this, too, when our ambassador has laid by his own 
scruples, has shut his ears to the commands of our holy 
Prophet, and has treated the Frank as if he were a true 
believer.” We found that we had still much to learn con¬ 
cerning this extraordinary people. 

The ambassador was visited in succession by several 
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Other viziers, each of whom held separate departments in 
the state. There was one whose utility we could not in 
the least comprehend. He was called the jungle \it\et •, 
and we were told that his sole occupation was to keep an 
account of the woods and forests in the kingdom. We 
concluded that it was throwing away money to pay an 
officer for looking after that which, in Persia, was esteemed 
an incumbrance, and which, instead of attaching any value 
to it, we looked ui)on as spoiling the face of the country. 
Strange indeed would it appear to the king of kings were 
W'e to inform him that what is only fit for firewood in Per¬ 
sia is here esteemed worthy the superintendence of a 
minister of state. There would he no end to the expenses 
of government, we thought, if so high an office was to be 
established for every one of God’s gifts to man ; at that 
rate, we might as well create a vizier for our Persian de¬ 
serts, and make him keep a register of the millions of use¬ 
less and uncullivahle parasangs of sand which are spread 
over our country, or he might pass his time in counting the 
trees of the forests of Ghilan and Mazanderan, and tell the 
shah how many wolves, and bears, and lions belonged to 
him. Ilpon making these remarks to the mchmandar, 
he opened our understandings, by explaining what must 
necessarily be the value of liml)er in Kngland ; as necessary 
to her existence as a race of good horses and sharp swords 
are to Iran. And, indeed, we were soon brought to agree 
with him when the ambassador received the visit of the 
ship vizier, whose de])artment was one of such vast import¬ 
ance that he was obliged to have recourse to tlie help of 
several dejmties, who work under his guidance. Having 
otirseli^s sailed in two ships of war, besides seeing many 
more, we could well understand their importance; for we 
conceived that to manage even one would require all the 
wisdom and experience of a statesman ; how much more 
then to manage above a thousand, which we were told the 
sliah of England possessed. The Turks must look upon 
the difficulty of such a depytment in the same light as the 
English, because they frequently appoint viziers, and even 
muftis, to command their ships. In Persia, although the 
sea washes Uushire and Ormuz on one side, and Asterabad 
H 3 
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and desht on die olhefj we scarcely know what a ship 
means; and when, please God! we should return to our 
own country, the stories that we should relate of our voy¬ 
ages would he set down as tales fit only for the Thousand 
and One Nights. 

Many visiters came. Who and what they were it was 
impossible for us to determine. They were described to 
us as men in office; some attached to the shah’s court; 
some with, others without professions. Our greatest dif¬ 
ficulty in receiving their visits was to ascertain who were 
persons of consequence, and who were not. We trusted 
that in time wo should be able to make the proper distinc¬ 
tions ; but at present they almost looked 'like one and the 
same person. Their dresses were made upon one model ; 
they all shaved alike ; they all sat in the .same jilace*'; and 
they almost all made the same compliments, and the same 
remarks. One person vi.sited the ambassador, who in¬ 
terested us very much, because we recollected of what great 
consequence his compeer was at the court of our shall ; this 
was the master of ceremonies. But, oh ! what a difference 
between the two individuals. The Inkragassi, the shah’s 
master of ceremonies, in personal appearance has few equals 
in the world. He is a hajar, one of the king’s own tribe, 
who are famous for the magnificence of their beards, and 
he is blessed with one which surpasses that of his royal 
master. His dress and manners are unrivalled; his lan¬ 
guage is the same ; and his knowledge in the niceties of 
chum wa hum + is greater than that of any man of the 
court. He is altogether a fine specimen of a son of Iran. 
But the person who appeared before the ambassador as the 
king of England’s master of ceremonies was an old, 4tt, and 
superanuated khan, who tottered so much upon a pair of 
swoln legs, that we naturally asked whether he had not 
been receiving tlie bastinado upon them. He made many 
apologies for not having called before. We asked him why 
did he come at all But at the same time the ambassador, 
eager for tlie moment of his audience, and expecting some 
message to that effect, pressed him to say when we might 

* The rnnk of a person in Persia is very much known by the scat he takes 
on the side carpet 

f Flattery and compliments-■humbug. 
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prepare ourselves. To our delight and satisfaction he in¬ 
formed the ambassador tliat the hing, who generally resides 
in a castle in the country, would be at his palace in the city 
in three days, and that there he would receive the embassy. 
Our joy knew no bounds. Alham du lilluh ! praises to 
God!” resounded from our lips; and we loaded the old 
limping khan with more caresses, and made him more fine 
s])eeches and professions than if he had been the king of 
England in person. 


GH APT Ell XXI. 

•> 

THE AMDASSADOR VRFPAKI'.S FOR Hl.S AUDIFNCK OF THE KING OK 
ENl.l.ANU.-AN INT£R\KN1NG DIFFICULTY OCCURS. 

Ai.thoi’gii the intelligence we had received from the old 
master of ceremonies had not been announced in form to 
the ambassador, yet from tliat moment we began to make 
prejiarations for his audience of the English shah. The 
jiresents were unpacked, and a list made of them. The 
letter of credence from the king of kings was inspected ; 
and the ambassador began to discuss the clothes which he 
was to wear on the occasion. We also made enquiries upon 
the best mode of presenting the horses. They had arrived 
in safety, strange and wonderful to relate; for who ever 
thought, upon our leaving Persia, that they were to aban¬ 
don the land and the green sward for which, by nature, 
they were intended, to travel for montlis on the seas. The 
ambassador was determined to present Murvrari, the Pearl, 
as a horse which had been honoured by tlie riding of the 
Asylum of the Universe himself, and was, therefore, anxious 
to exhibit him to the infidels with all the pomp and cir¬ 
cumstance attending a royal horse. He enquired of the 
roehmandar whether, after the manner of our ancient 
horses, his beUy, legs, and breast, could not receive the 
u 4 
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f^oWcn tinge of the Ichenna; but he was disappointed to 
find that tlie application of this dye, so ornamental both to 
man and beast, had not yet reached these obscure regions ; 
and, therefore, that some other plan must he pursued. The 
mehmandar promised to exert his ingenuity and that of his 
own country artists ; and we trusted that when the day 
came every thing would be done worthy of the dignity of 
our siiah, and of our country. 

The mehmandar, to our great joy, coiifirmed to us what 
the master of ceremonies had announced. The shah of 
Jl'ngland would receive the embassy ere a week had elapsed; 
and when Mohaincd Beg compared the day to a corre¬ 
sponding one in our calendar, we were rejoiced to find that 
it fell precisely after the most unfortunate of our days, 
namely, “ mi.sery AVednesday.”* 

Mirza Firouz then made enquiries as to the manner 
in which this ceremony was to be pcrforpied; to which 
tlie mehmandar answered that he would Ire received with 
the same honours as ambassadors from other powers. 

“ And how is thatsaid the Mirza. 

“ The king,” said the mehmandar, “ will receive you in 
his apartments. You will proceed in your carriage to the 
palace. You will he met by the master of ceremonies, and 
presented by the vizier for foreign affairs; and tlicn you 
will deliver your credentials.” 

“ And so, by my beard,” exclaimed the elchi, “ you 
expect that I shall be satisfied with this, reception" 

“ And why not ?" said the other. “ This is the way 
other ambassadors are received, and what would you have 
more 

“What do I know of other ambassadors.'*” remarked 
the shah’s representative fiercely. “ 'There arc kings of 
various denominations in the world, and such are their re¬ 
presentatives. I only know whom I am to represent. 
My sovereign sits upon the most ancient throne in the 
world. If you want to know who were our ancestors, 
I will trace them back to you from the time of Noah. 

• The Persians hold all Wednesdays as unfortunate The last Wednesday 
of the month of Seter is the day upon which thev exnect the last triimii wiU 
•ouad at the day of judgment, and that imphcates all other Wcducbdavii. 
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After all, the Peishdadians were, of some account. And 
when you come to compare your Frank kings, whose 
names have never even reached IVrsia, to our ancient 
sovereigns, it is plain that you are not many steps from 
the s])()t where people devour their own folly.” 

“ What words are these ” exclaimed the mehmandar. 
“ Do you wish to change the manners of our country ? If 
your shah chooses to wear a beard, it is no reason that our 
shah should. Every nation has its own customs.” 

” When your ambassador in Persia,” said Mirza Firouz, 
" reached the Imperial (ialc of Tehran, was he received in 
the manner that I have been hereNo. The king’s 
(imoii* was sent to welcome his arrival before he even en¬ 
tered the city. And when he proceeded to his audience, 
(he streets were lined with troops, salutes were fired, sugar 
was thrown under his horse’s feet ; drums, trumpets, and 
cymbals resounded throughout the city ; the bazars were 
dressed ; the populace were ordered to pay him every 
respect. He was clothed with robes of honour, and he 
was allowed to stand in the same room in which the king 
of kings himself reposed. And, by die beard of the Pro¬ 
phet, 1 swear that if I am not treated in the same manner, 
I will proceed as a jn-ivate individual to the palace, I will 
ask to see die king, 1 will place my shah’s letter into his 
hainds, and, having said my khoda hajiz fthamn, ‘ May 
God take you into his holy protection,’ 1 will straightway 
leave the country, and return whence I came.” 

That may be very well to say, as far as you are con¬ 
cerned,” said the mehmandar, “ but my sovereign is some¬ 
body also, and is likely to be consulted on this question. 
Suppose he were not to agree to your visit } ” 

We saw the storm was impending, and that the mch- 
mandar’s words might as well have remained at the bottom 
of his throat. The ambassador’s face was thrown upside 
down; the hairs of his beard became distended; and 
he oozed at every pore. 

“ In short, then,” said the ambassador, his eyes flashing 
fire, ” am 1 an ambassador, or am I not ?” 

* AmoUf or uncle, is an epitlict often given to favourites or playmates, and 
is here Uhcd in that kensc. 
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“ Is my king a king, or is he not ?” said the mehman- 
dar, to which, angry as he was, in his own language 
he mumbled something to himself about “ <lam, or dam- 
my,” which word caught the Mirza’s ear; and he, recollect¬ 
ing it to have been frequently used on board ship, mistook 
it as an epithet applied to himself, and his wrath then 
broke out something in the following words : — 

“ ' Dam,’ do you say ? Am 1 ‘ dam?’ If I am ‘ dam' 
then you are the father of ‘ dam.’ Why should 1 remain 
here to be called ‘ dam ?’ After all, I am somebody in my 
own country. I will defile the grave of ‘ dam’s’ father. I 
will do whatever an ass can do to his mother, sister, wife, 
and all his ancestry. I am not come all this way to eat 
' dam,' and to eat it from such hands.” U])on which he 
flung out of the room, leaving the mehinandar to o]ien the 
eyes of astonishment, and to cat the stripes of mortification. 

After this the mehinandar covered his head with his hat, 
looked at his watch, buttoned his coat, put on his gloves, 
took up his stick, and then saying to us, “ May your 
sliadows never be less,” he deliberately left the house. 

We, who were accustomed to the ambassador’s manner, 
saw nothing extraordinary in what had happened. He 
had played his part like an able negotiator ; he had satisfied 
IS that he was upholding the dignity of the Asylum of the 
Universe; he knew that his conduct would work in his 
"avour at his own court; and his enemy, Mirza Shefii, 
vould not have gained a step upon him. He soon returned 
.0 us, mightily satisfied with himself, and was not a little 
lelighted when we told him, that, in truth, if the Franks 
vanted a lesson in the duties of an ambassador, they had 
inly to come to him. “ They think,” said 1, “ because 
hey have looking-glasses in their houses, which we have 
lot; because they make clocks, and penknives, and cloth, 
rhich we do not; and because they have got possession of 
lind, which once was ours, that we are men to sit behind 
hem, and that they may lead us as they would a yadek* 
rith a leading-string; but it is not so, praised be the 
'rophet. We are Persians, and Inshallah, by the help of 


• A horse. 
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the ambassador,” said I, “ we shall teach them to play at 
hide and seek round our little fingers !" 

“ Yes. yes,” exclaimed Moliamed Beg, “ God is great; 
may he take the elchi into his holy keeping. Whatever a 
Frank may do, let us recollect that he is still an infidel. 
'Whatever he may cat, be it swine’s flesh or be it lamb’s, it 
still is unclean.” 

After this we sat down quite contented, and passed away 
the morning in applauding the ambassador for having taken 
so vigorous a measure for asserting the dignity of our shah 
in a foreign land. But as the day passed off, and the 
mehmandar not appearing, we began to think that the 
Franks might not approve of our moile of opening a ne¬ 
gotiation ; and that if they should happen to take us neck 
and heels and thrust us out of their kingdom, Mirza Shefit 
might hint to (he king of kings that his majesty’s repre¬ 
sentative, for want of proper judgment, had been elothed 
with a kahint only fit for the grandfather of stupidity.* 
This apprehension began visibly to work upon Mirza 
Firouz. lie enquired at every moment whether the meh¬ 
mandar had returned; and, hy way of consoling himself, 
he walked about the house enquiring of every one he saw, 
“ After all, diil not I say well ? In truth, my answers 
were like arrows. A /i/csil /«;«/», a Persian red-head, did 
not come all this way to have his beard laughed at!” 

At length his impatience and anxiety getting the better 
of every other feeling, he sent me to the mehmandai's 
house with an orange in my hand, and a message re¬ 
questing that he would not fail to eat his sham t with him 
on that day. I knew that when these infidels were once 
angry it was not easy to restore their brains to a state 
of sanity without some good management, and therefore I 
ap])roached him warily. But to my surprise, instead of 
finding his nature in a state of perverseness, he looked just 
like one of us after a quarrel, that is, as if nothing had 
haj)pened, and he immediately acceded to the ambassador’s 
wishes of dining with him. 

■lYhen he arrived I was in the room with Mirza Firouz, 
and their meeting was upon the same terms as usual. 

» An old.uu. t Theevenmgmeat—the Sinner. 
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Putting his hand on the mehmandar’s back, and then pat¬ 
ting his side, he exclaimed, “ Mashallah ! Praise be to 
God ! Yon arc a man indeed ! See what it is to have 
Iwen in Persia! Now, an iintravollcd Frank would l)ave 
been really angry, and would at this moment have been 
eating bis rage. But you are a man knowing the world. 
You know when to begin your anger, and wdien to leave it 
off. Ilafiz very properly said, ‘ True love is like a fool’s 
anger. It burns even when the reason for it is gone by.’ ’’ 

To this the mchmandar answered, “ IMay your friend¬ 
ship never diminish. 1 have made known your wishes to 
the vizier for foreign affairs.” 

“ IVell,” said the ambassador, all of a sudden excited, 
" and what did he say 

“ He said,” returned the infidel, “ that there would bo 
no difficulty in giving you a public audience. W'c have 
plenty of troops, ami plenty of coaches, abundance of tine 
clothes, and fine things, and you shall go before the king, 
accompanied in any manner you choose.” 

Wonderful !” exclaimed the ambassador, “ wonderful! 
I do not understand you English at all! You make 
no difficulties. You leave no room for negotiation.” 

“ Not upon trifles,” returned the mehmandar. 

“ Trifles ? do you call an ambassador’s reception a trifle ? ” 
said Mirza Firouz. “ There is not a step made on such 
an occasion as this in Persia which is not duly measured. 
And do you call the dignity of sovereigns nothing ?” 

“ 'The nations of Euroi)e wore fools enough in times 
past,” said the mehmandar, “ to make matters of etiquette 
affairs of state, and they used to lose intiinsic advantages 
in pursuing these ideal ones ; but they are become wiser; 
we look upon etiquette now as child’s play. However, in 
consideration of your being Persians, and knowing i!o 
better, we do not hesitate in giving you as much of it as 
you please.” 

Upon tills the ambassador stroked his beard, pulled up 
his whiskers, and sat for some time in deep thought. He 
felt himself lowered in the estimation of the Franks, whilst 
at the same time he was aware that he could not act other¬ 
wise than he had done. At length he exclaimed, “ And 
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SO the Knp;lisli tliink that we arc men from the woods, 
asses, beasts of burden, and know nothing of what the 
world is al)out ? He it so, be it so. But this know, that 
a nation who can trace its ancestry to Jemsheed ; who 
counts a Jengliiz Khan, a Tamerlane, a Nadir Shah, an 
Aga Mohained Khan, ay, and a Fatteh Ali, amongst its 
kings, is not accustomed to child’s ))lay, and, moreover, is 
not at all inclined to take exami)le from the kings of Frank 
for any part of its conduct in matters relating to its own 
dignity.” 

Ulion this, and after a little similar give and take between 
the jiarties, they dined, and the table-cloth of hospitality 
became the niaidan, the arena for tlie race of good fellow¬ 
ship. 


(JIAPTIill XXH 


TIIF AUniEKCl OF TIIF KINO OF FNCf ANI) IS IlF.M'aiBF.J), AS WFI.L 
AS Tin, AMBASSAl)oa’.S RIODE OF SETTLING FKECEllFNCE AMONG 
HIS OWN SUITE. 

The long wished-for day at length arrived, and the note of 
preparation was heard throughout the household. To my 
utter disappointment, 1 awoke with such a dildardi (a 
heartach), that I found it impossible to stir without pain, 
and 1 entreated the ambassador to allow me to remain' at 
home, to which he acceded without any difficulty. This 
rather astonished me, considering how anxious he was to 
be surrounded by his suite on all state occasions, and made 
me conclude that he still looked upon me as a spy on liis 
actions, and one who would report to his disadvantage any 
neglect in upholding to the utmost the dignity of our 
sovereign. 

It was delightful to behold the ambassador dressed for 
the occasion; and as far as it is possible for the thorn 
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of the desert to resemble the splendour of tlie full-blown 
rose, he stood an excellent representative of our king of 
kings. 'I'he Franks, 'tis true, little understood the juivi- 
legcs which he enjoyed in wearing certain parts of his 
dress, which we alone knew he couhl no more have dared 
to adopt at Tehran, than he would to eat swine’s flesh be. 
fore a niollah. lie wore that distinguishing badge of 
royalty, a jika, on his cap. Ilis sword and dagger were 
studded witli precious stones, and the jiearl tassel of a visicr 
was suspended from his girdle. We all exclaimed, “ Mash- 
allah!” as he appeared before us, and involuntarily we 
made the inclination of our bodies which we only make to 
our ])rinces. 

The master of the horse came early to announce that 
the horses were ready to proet'ed ; and that, with the 
greatest difficulty, he had succeeded in making an infidel 
paint Murwari. “ It had been done,’’ he said, “ in a 
manner sufficiently well for England, but in Persia it 
would have bc'en esteemed a total failure ; for, in lieu of a 
bright orange-colour, the animal had come out a dirty 
brown from under the hands of the English painter." 

At about noon the streets began to fill with troops, who 
lined them on both sides; and shortly after a train of most 
magnificent carriages, driven by richly-attired coachmen, 
attended by servants profusely ornamented after the manner 
of Franks, drove up to the door. A great khan of the 
court waited upon the ambassador to invite him, on the 
part of the shah of England, to attend his audience ; and 
when every thing was in teadiness, and the suite disposed 
of in the different equipages, he stepped into a carriage 
which, we were assured, was used to convey the king's own 
person, and the procession then proceeded towards the 
palace. 

As I looked from the window, wrapped up in my 
sheep’s skin, the procession of (he English ambassador 
through Tehran to the foot of the throne of the king 
of kings came to my recollection, and I made a comparison 
in my own mind with what I now saw passing under my 
eyes. It must be owned, thought I, that processions are 
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more magnificent in my own country, and in Turkcy, than 
those of the Franks, if this be a specimen of them. IFhat 
principally attracted attention here were our own horses, 
who, by their spirited play, their curvetting anil plunging, 
seemed delighted to be once again brought into action; but 
all the rest consisted of coaches, which, though splendid, 
yet after all are objects of but trifling interest. Now, our 
processions being jierforined on horseback, tlic person, who¬ 
ever he may be, who is the object of them, is immediately 
brought into ojtcn notice, is subject to the gaze of the 
crowd, and a great interest is produced. 

1 w'aited jiatiently until the ambassailor returned, which 
he did in the same manner he w'cnt, and then, eager to 
know how every thing hail passed oifj I stood before him. 
I found him surrounded by the suite, and they were all 
apparently m the highest good humour. 

“Ah! Ilajji,” he exclaimed ujion seeing me, “you 
have indeed lost a sight. A wonderful good shah is this 
one!’’ sard he. “ ISy my own soul! it is in no manner 
strange that the English should love thdr king so much. 
He showed me the same kindness that a father would to 
his son. It is evident that he bears the true stamp of 
royalty upon him. 'I'lie manners and forms of his court, 
it is true, arc widely diflerent from ours; but kings are no 
doubt the same in all countries; for his commanding look 
and tone show'eil me how much he is a king, and put me 
in mind of the dignity of our own Asylum of the Uni¬ 
verse.” 

“ One great difference between them,” exclaimed Mo- 
hamed Beg, “ is, that one stands before this king in full 
security, whereas Ood only knows how that is before our 
own shah! 'J'he conscience of Pcr.sians, 1 do believe, has 
been placed in the nape of their necks; it is there that 
their good or evil w'orks pitich them when in the presence 
of Fattch Ali Shah. As for the English, to judge by those 
who stood round their king, they seemed as unconcerned 
and as secure as if they and their prince were upon equal 
terms.” 

“ I spoke well,” exclaimed the ambassador, “ did 1 
not .f " said he, looking towards his servants. 
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" Mashallah !” they all exclaimed.—“Plato could not 
have spoten better,” said Ismael Beg, the iiazir. 

“In truth,” continued the ambassador, “nothing could 
have been better ordained for the dignity of our shah !” 

Nothing,” exclaimed Mohamed Beg. “ For when we 
had reached the ‘kissing place*,’ we neither took off our 
slipper.s, nor did we bow our heads to the ground; nor did 
we acknowledge ourselves to be sacrifices.” 

“How was that.^” said I. “ AFas there no threshold, 
no throne, no ])rescribed spot for taking off your shots ? ” 

“ AVhat do you say?” exclaimed the ambassador. “ I 
stood as near the king as 1 stand to you. I jmt the shah's 
letter into his own hands. The king himself stood. ATe 
all seemed to be of one nn'JtixA Going before the king in 
this country is child's l>lay, compared to wdiat it is in 
Persia. One neither sees the fr/ck, nor the bastinadoing 
stick ; not the semblance of an executioner is e.xhibitcd ; 
and I do really believe that if any one of us had even ven¬ 
tured to spit before his majesty, there would have bein 
somebody at hand to say, ‘ Much good may it do you !' ” 

“ This is strange,” said I. “ Kings have but a sorry 
place of it in this country.” 

“ Yes,” exclaimed Taki, the ferash ; “ and we ferashes 
should have nothing to do, for every body seems so mighty 
good.”J 

“ Ay, but,” said Mohamed Beg, “ I think the inohman. 
liar told me once, that if in Fngland a man cursed the king, 
and swore at his beard, that he was liable to be beheaded.” 

“ That's bad,” exclaimed the mirakhor, in an under 
tone. “ I would rather get the bastinado now and then, 
and have the full use of my tongue.” 

“ Goritntnak ! rascal!” exclaimed the ambassador, “ if 
the shah heard you he would cut your tongue out. Keep 
to your hoises, and let us hear no more of your ass's lan¬ 
guage.— AA4)o was that old man,” .said he to Mohamed 
Beg, “ who did his best to W'alk before me as we proceeded 
to the presence ? ” 

• By kisstnfr pKipe, or vosgafi, is meant the royal apartment, the threshold 
of which 18 before entrance, according to bt'ritt IJa&tern cUquette. 

f AssembU-. 

j Tlic/ortiACir in Persia beat oirendcrs on the soles of the feet. 
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“How should I know?” said the master of the cere¬ 
monies. “ \1’hcu 1 stepped out with my cane of office to 
clear the way, he, with a lonp; and slender white wand, 
atteini)ted to push me off; and seeing him shake it to and 
fro in a strange manner, I thought this might be part of 
the Frank tti()uetfe; l)ut when 1 discovered tliat the 
vibration of l)is elbow proceeded from palsy and not 
ctiijuette, and tliat by tiiis he was constantly on the point 
of rajiping your shins, I thought it but riglit to assert my 
2 ireec(lence, and took my i)lace accordingly.” 

“ M'l'll ilone,” said the ambassador ; “ it was a strange 
scene taken altogether, and th,anks to Allah we have not 
disgraced oiirsehes.” 

lie had not long dismissed us when the noise of uplifted 
voices wa.s heard in the apartments below, and the tumult 
at length heeame so great, that the amhassador himself 
issued forth from his room to see whence it procevded. 
He found Ismael Keg, the uazir, and Aga Keg, the 
mirakbor, in violent disi>ute upon precedence. The former 
asserted that he was entilleil to walk lirst in the jtrocession ; 
the latter uiged the contrary ; and from this simple subject 
the jrarties iti opposition digressed into such gross jrerso- 
nalities, that a most violent state of things was the conse¬ 
quence. 

The ambassador finding that his orders for ceasing the 
disjmte were disregarded, he ordered both the disputants 
to receive blows on the mouth with a shoe-heel, which was 
about being iiifiictcd vigorously ujron the mirakbor, when, 
with all tbe resolution of a man about doing something 
new and desperate, he rushed by us all, made for the 
street-door of the house, and exclaimed, “ I 'in king 
(ieoige’s man! Va! king fieorge!” Upon this the 
ambassador gave a signal for general chase, and at the 
head of his household, he succeeili d in catching the culprit 
just as he had reached the threshold. 

“ 1 ’ll king (ieorge you I” said the ambassador, catching 
him by tbe curls behind his ear. “• If 1 do not make you 
and your father burn for this I am nobody in this world. 
I ’ll king tieoige you !” Upon this, with the bclji of two 
or three of us, he threw him down, and having pounded 
1 
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his head for some time*on the floor, called for a pair of 
scissors, with which he inflicted upon him the greatest 
disgrace a Persian can undergo after the loss of his beard; 
he cut off" his ziilfa, or curls, and then set him loose. 

This was a disagreeable ending to the successful doings 
of the morning, and set us all exclaming, “La illuha, 
illallah!’’ for the rest of the day. We could only account 
for it by the following circumstance:—A Frank, having 
been appointed to wait upon the servants by way of inter¬ 
preter, had taken advantage of his knowledge of the 
Turkish language, to talk to them of the freedom enjoyed 
by all ranks of jreople in England; he informed them 
that every man was under the jrrotection of tite laws— 
that no man had the right of bastinadoing another—that 
tliat privilege only belonged to judges appointed by the 
king. With such-like doctrine he greatly destroyed their 
ideas of submission and dependence. 

Aga Beg had imbibed these principles, but it turned 
out that on his first venture he had brought his beard to 
a bad market. His mortiticatiou at the loss of his curls 
was without bounds—he was proud of them—he was 
greatly fond of oinaraenting his person, and to find him¬ 
self thus at once robbed of that which distinguished him 
as a katiluitip, a man of fashion, was more than his phi. 
losophy could bear. He curseU the Frank interpreter, the 
Frank king, and the country he had been brought to; and 
swore that if he could by any means find his way to 
Persia, he would that moment take horse, and never stop 
until he had got within sight of Uemawend, and the tur¬ 
rets of Tehran. 
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CHArTER XXIII. 

OP THP ETIQOFTTE OF KNGI.ISH VISITING.-—OF BEI.I, RINGKRS. 

ANIl nilEFS OF THE MARROW-BONES AND CLFAVERN. —OF THE 

EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

The very day of the ambassador’s audience, and for 
several (lays after, the house was thronged with people of 
all (leserijitions ; their (irincipal object being to leave cer¬ 
tain little square bits of paper, upon which were inscribed 
their names and their place of residence, avowedly as a 
mark of respect to the ambassador ; but we were assured 
that many other meanings were attached to this act, which 
at jiresent were not discernible, but which in time would 
be duly divulged. We wondered what possible result 
could arise from a parcel of invisible people leaving un¬ 
known names at our door, and began to conceive that there 
might be some nhaitanlik, as they say in Turkey, or devilry 
in the wind ; but the mehmandar assured us that such was 
the custom of the country. Every canf meant a visit; 
and he made it clearly comprehensible to us, that if visit¬ 
ing in England was carried on after the manner of I’ersia, 
where the visiter flrsl announces his arrival by a messen. 
ger, and then sits through the ceremony of three kalinnrin 
and as many cups of colfoe, that no life would be long 
enough to go through the ceremonial. Upon this the 
ambassador thought every moment too long until he also 
had acquiied the means of making and returning visits; 
and when his own name upon a pack of cards was exhibited 
to him, he exclaimed, “ SImItur Allnh! praise be to 
Allah ! ” and immediately ordered a vigorous distribution 
of them. 

We were also visited by men w'ith small books in their 
hands, whose intentions were quite incomprehensible to us. 
One man, after the manner of Tin key, required a bakshish. 
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or fee, because he assured us tliat bells had been rting for 
joy at our arrival, and that he had helped to ring them. 
Of hells we had never liefore heard as emblems of joy ; 
in our eountry tliey announced the arrivals of caravans, 
and occasionally the existence of unbelievers’ churches ; hut 
seeing that this was the only public demonstration of joy 
we had received, the ambassador did not hesitate to bestow 
what was necessary. 

Then came a man who made a register of every person 
who paid his court to the kinS ;; and he retjiiired a fee. 
“ Oh, this is wonderful,” exclaimed the ambassador ; “ by 
the beard of the king, let us ask this man some (juestions,” 
said he ; “ we shall doubtless learn much from him of the 
customs of infidels.” 

W e found that this was not an official iluty, or one im¬ 
posed upon him by the court, but oi)tional. Ilis revenue 
was considerable, cotisidering tbe extreme anxiety which 
he assured us existed in most j)eople to see their names 
registered ; and the punishment which he inflicted for a 
resistance of his fee was the non-insertion of the name of 
the person so resisting. Hut those whose profession was 
the least intelligible to us were a company of men who, by 
way of congratulatory music, were educated to heat the 
hones of oxen ^gainst large hatchets of iron ; and they 
asked for balahish. We endeavoured to gain some, insight 
into this strange custom, without success, and at length 
resolved that they must assimilate to our liitix, or mouute- 
hauks, whose never-failing drums might well be set off 
against the horrid sounds which must proceed from the 
English performecs on heef-boues and iron. 

In fact, every moment addeil to our stock of information 
upon Frank manners ; and, in the presence of the ambas¬ 
sador, we were discussing every thing we daily saw, when 
the inehmandar c.ame in great hurry to announce tlie visit 
of the kings of Hind. 

“OhAli!” exclaimed the ambassador, “hrtv is this.? 
kings are coming, and nobody has announced them to us !” 
We ran to the windows to see the state in which these 
great jiersonages came, expecting at least to see them 
mounted on elephants, when, strange to relate, we saw two 
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common infidels standing at the sule of an old dilapidated 
carriage full of straw, bartering with its ragged driver for 
the exjicnses of their excursion ; and these the mehmandar 
assured us were the king and deputy king. 

“ How ?” said the ambassador, “ arc these the successors 
to the throne of Aureng Zelx.', of Jehangir, of Shah AUum ? 
You must be laughing at our beards!” 

“ It is difficult to exidain matters in so short a time,” 
said the mehmandar; “ they are not properly kings. One 
is called the chair, and the other deputy chair,” first point¬ 
ing to an arm-ch!»ir, and then to a stool, to explain what 
he meant, and he had scarcely done tliis when they walked 
in. 

It was diffictilt to know what etiquette to adopt with 
these personages; but tliey soon showed us that they 
required none. They were jdain-spoken men, W'ithout any 
airs of greatness, looking more like substantial {lossessors 
of good shops and W'archotlses than the owners of king¬ 
doms. The ambassador, after the first compliments were 
over, eivdcavoured to have his understanding enlightened 
upon the sort of government they exercised, so novel to 
I’crsians, and so little known in the East, It seems that 
they .are the chiefs of twenty-four, all of whom sit upon 
chairs, and who have the right of speech and of thought 
upon matters relating to India. After some attempts to 
clear up our ignorance, they invited tlie ambassador to visit 
their palace, where he would li!arn more of the nature of 
their government, by actual inspection, than by hours of 
explanation. It appeared, however, from the little we 
could comprehend, that although they possessed kingdoms, 
they w'ere not in fact kings; that the revenues of these 
kingdoms did not belong to them, but to others who enjoyed 
the fruits of them; that they were partly concerned in 
occasionally sending out a king, or firman firmui*, to 
Calcutta; but that they, their Indian king, their fleets, 
their armies, were subject to another greater personage 
still, who was one of the king of England’s viziers, who 
lived in a distinct corner of the city, and that he again was 


* A governor by finnans. 
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the immediate servant of the real shah of England and of 
Hindostan. 

Bewildered with this complication of real kings, and 
little kings, viziers, sitters upon chairs, and sitters upon 
stools, we held the finger of suspense upon the lip of 
astonishnicnt, and pondered upon all we had heard, like 
men puzzling over a paradox. At length our visiters took 
their leave, and the ambassador promised that he would 
shortly fix a day for getting better acquainted with 
Coompani,” of whom he and his countrymen had heard 
so much; and about whose existence it became quite ne¬ 
cessary that Persia should, for the future, have clear and 
positive information. Instead of re-ascending their crazy 
coach, the kings (for so we ever after called them) wjilked 
away upon tlieir own legs, and mixed unknown and un¬ 
heeded in tile common crowd of the street. 

When they were well off we all sat mute, only occa¬ 
sionally saying, '‘Allah, Allah! there is but one Allah !” 
BO wonderfully astonished were we. What.^ India I that 
great, that magnificent empire! — that scene of Persian 
con(|uest and Persian glory ! — the land of elephants and 
precious stones! the seat of shawls and kincobs!—that 
paradise sung by poets, celebrated by historians,more ancient 
than Iran itself!—at whose boundaries the sun is permit¬ 
ted to rise, and around whose majestic mountains, some 
clad in eternal snows, others in eternal verdure, the stars 
and the moon are allowed to gamlxtl and carouse ! What! 
is it so fallen, so degraded as to be swayed by two obscure 
mortals, living in regions that know not the warmth of the 
sun? two swine-eating infidels, shaven, impure, walkers on 
foot, and who, by way of state, travel in dirty coaches fiUed 
with straw ! This seemed to us a greater miracle in go¬ 
vernment than even that of Beg Jan, the plaiter of whips, 
who governed the Turcomans, .and the countries of Samar- 
cand and Bokhara, leading a life more like a beggar than a 
potentate. But we were in the country of miracles ; not 
a day, no not an hour, passed without our hearing or 
seeing something which aU the grandfathers Persia ever 
had, or might have, had never seen even in a dream ! 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

OP THI CIRCASSIAN SLAVE, DILFERIB.-SHE ADOPTS THE EO* 

ROI’EAN DRESS, BUT REFUSES TO UNCOVER HER FACE. 

DuniNo all this time the Circassian had lived securely 
confined to her room; and she would probably have con¬ 
tinued so, happy and unmolested, had there not existed 
amongst those infidels a sufficiently unjust law, which jiro- 
hibits any one from enjoying the property of his own slave, 
little examining whether such slave likes his state or not. 
It tyrannically forces every one to be free ; and had it 
taken effect upon the Circassian, she would have been re¬ 
duced to the dire necessity of uncovering her face to the 
gaze of all mankind, and living in open converse with the 
despisers of our Prophet and the Imams. As soon as this 
law was intimated to tlie ambassador he did not hesitate 
to offer her freedom, and ho immediately told her that she 
was at liberty to do w'hat she liked. 

“ O Propliet! Oh Mahomet! ” exclaimed she, “ you 
would not have me so degraded as to go about the streets, 
with my face uncovered, like one of these unblushing women! 
No, no; I stay where 1 am.” 

“ But you are free,” said the ambassador ; “ this is a 
free country; there are no slaves here — go; there are the 
gardens; tlicre are the green fields — go, make your soul 
happy!” 

“ My soul wants nothing,” said she, “ but the counte¬ 
nance of my master. Let me work for him ; let me make 
his clothes; let me embroider his skull-caps; let me take 
care of his money and his jewels. I want nothing more. 
1 will think of the rose and the nightingale when we return 
to Iran ; in the meanwhile let us recollect tliat we are in 
the hands of disbelievers, and therefore let us put our trust 
in Allah.” 

The ambassador was so pleased with the self-devotion of 
I 4 



120 


HAJJl BABA 


his slave, that he ordered her to have what clothes she 
pleased, and exinesacd a wish that she should leave of)' her 
Circassian dress, which had now become rajrged, and adopt 
the gowns of the Fianks. He said that the shah had 
ordered him to bring back to the rojal harem models and 
specimens of tlie Frank women’s dresses; and he ordered 
Dilferib to bt'gin by trying them on her own person. Ac¬ 
cordingly, a dark, green velvet was selected ibr her first 
gown, and an Flnglish dress-maker was ordered to fit it to 
her shape. 'I'hc dress-maker suggested the necessity of a 
great many more articles of attire too numerous to describe; 
hut the ambassador objected to them. 

“ No, no,” said he ; “ let us be content with the outside 
of things, and let the hidden take care of themselves.” 

The gown was made, and great was the joy produced. 
The Circassian was ordered to be clothed in it. She put 
ear-rings in her ears, dressed her hair after the manner of 
Euro[)C, and then stood before her master; but in so doing, 
she shivered throughout her frame, as if she had been clad 
in the snows of Demawend. 

“ What ails thee, child.^” said he; “why do you shiver?” 

“ May it please my aga, my lord,” said the poor girl, 
“ if such be the clothes of the disbelievers, their women 
must be made of the flesh and blood of animals; 1 am 
freezing.” 

Upon examination we found, that, excepting the one 
single covering of the green velvet gown, she stood as na¬ 
ture had made her. No wonder then that she shivered. 
The ambassador said that he would consult the English 
women upon the articles which she ought to wear; and in 
the meanwhile, resuming her Circassian costume, she re¬ 
covered the warmth she had lost, and replaced the green 
velvet gown over all to give a finish to her appearance. 

In the meanwhile we found that the whole city had been 
thrown into a ferment of curiosity. Our house was thronged 
with the women of London, and with those tongues of 
tlieirs, which as Saadi saith, “ make the heart to talk, and 
the foot to walk, without the melimandari of the head,” 
they set on foot a sort of pilgrimage to the shrine of this 
unfortunate maiden. But in so doing, Allah! Allah! won- 
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derful sights did they exhibit to »s poor sons of the faith-* 
ful. Marvellous eyes! without mercy, without compassion 
were they ! 1 really saw some Iwauties among them, before 

wl)om our blessed king of kings (upon whom be mercy and 
peace!) would be happy to creep on his hands and knees. 
They, however, cared so little about being seen, that it 
never occurred to them once to attempt to throw a veil over 
their faces. Poor Franks ! thought we, to be restricted 
only to one for life! If onr divine Prophet had set up his 
stall' here, instead of the blessed regions of Mecca, he would 
have given his followers six instead of four. For my part, 

1 died ilaily ; and as for our ambassador, we all saw how 
it would be! Ills heart would become roast meat before 
another moon was over, and he would soon be reduced to 
the veriest “ Mujuoon*" that ever got thin upon cheek 
nurtui'c and eye fooil. 

Hut day after day they came to see the Circ.issian, 
bringing with them all sorts of toys and presents ; all out 
of compassion, said they, to her imivrisoncd and deplorable 
state of slavery. Some gave her pictures, others dolls, 
others hooks. Dilferib was grateful for their attentions, 
and deplored their degraded state; but she became indig¬ 
nant when they endeavoured to persuade her, and even to 
attempt force, to wear their stockings. To her astonish, 
ment they jirotcsted that nothing could be more indecent 
than to a])pear with naked feet. 

“ How ?” exclaimed Dilferib ! “ you make such a point 
of covering your legs, and still, in defiance of all modesty, 
you expose your faces ! Strange ideas of decency you 
must have indeed 1 All women’s legs are alike. There 
can be no immodesty in leaving them naked ; for nobody, 
by seeing them, could know one woman from another; but 
the face, that sacred spot, sacred to modesty, sacred to the 
gaze of none but a husband; that which ought to be covered 
with die most scrupulous delicacy; that you leave unco¬ 
vered, to be stared at, criticised, laughed at, by every im¬ 
pudent varlet that chooses. Allah I Allah!” exclaimed 
the offended Dilferib, to a young female infidel who was 


* The Persian Abelard — the lover of Letlah. 
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*one day pressing upon, her acceptance a pair of long 
cotton stockings, “ Astafamlla ! Allah forgive me ! Are 
you mad ? Has your brain become diseased ? Give me 
free legs, a muffled face, and the favour of the holy Pro¬ 
phet, and say no more. Strange ill luck has ours been 
that has brought us to a country where the women cover 
their legs, and uncover their faces ! ” 

But with all their good nature towards Dilferib, there 
was part of their conduct which we could in nowise under- 
derstand. Although they all freely came to see her, yet 
not one would help to cheer her solitude by procuring her 
a companion. 

“ '^10 would keep company,” said they, “ with a 
woman who is not married to the man she lives with It 
was as much as their reputations were worth.” 

There was one person to whom the ambassador offered 
various advantages, if she would live with and educate his 
slave, who became quite outrageous at such a proposal. She 
would walk and talk with men in the open streets, look at 
men, take them by the arm, be visited by men, and nobody 
would think the worse of her for such doings; but she 
became all rage and fury the moment it might l)o said 
of her that she did the like with one of her own sex, 
who stood in the predicament of the unoffensive Dilferib. 
Now, what should we say of such a woman in our country? 
Why, her hair would be cut off, and she would be paraded 
tliroughout the city on an ass, with her face to its rump, 
and its tail in her hand, and then thrust out into the open 
desert as one soiled with impurities. Such is the difference 
of manners in different countries: who can doubt for a mo¬ 
ment which is best? when in the blessed Koran we road 
these words: — “Speak unto the believing women, tliat they 
restrain their eyes, and preserve their modesty, and discover 
not their ornaments, except what necessarily a]>pear thereof; 
and let them throw their veils over their bosoms, and not 
show their ornaments, unless to their husbands, or their 
fathers,” &c. 

Now, every ornament that an English woman possesses, 
she shows to whoever chooses to look at them. Every 
father, son, husband, brother, in the country can look at 
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her. She wears nothing to restrain her eyes ; and, con¬ 
sequently, nothing to restrain those of any one else. And 
as for modesty, and as for throwing veils over bosoms, 
Allah ! Allah ! our blessed Prophet himself would have 
had severe work of it here ! IVliat then was our fate ? 
we poor strangers, to whom women were new; who had 
never seen others than our mothers, and occasionally our 
sisters, excepting those amongst us who were married; we 
who, when the shah’s wives were abroad, were obliged to 
run for our lives, and to hide ourselves .as if death was 
walking about seeking to devour us ; and thus to have a 
world of houris, such as no paradise could ever boast of, 
thrown ojien to our view; fascinating our eyes, and 
bewildering our senses •, all to be seen without any appre¬ 
hension of a jealous hrjsband, without the fear of em- 
palement! The change was too great for our natures, and 
we talked and dreamed of nothing else. For ray part, 
although, after the dangers which 1 had undergone in the 
possession of the unfortunate Zecnab, and the malignant 
Shekerleb, I imagined myself cured for ever of the soft 
passion ; yet here at every step love jumped into my soul, 
and my heart thrilled with ecstasy at the contemplation of 
the irresistible attractions of the infidel daughters of the 
Franks. 


CHAPTER XXV. 


IHB AMBASSADOa IS ADMITTFO TO AN AUDIENCE OF THE QUEEIt, 
^AND DISPLAYS HIS FBXSKNTS. 

The presents which the ambassador had brought to the 
shah of England became the talk of the whole city. 
Every body ran to sec the horses. The shawls were the 
envy of the women; and the poetical mirror excited 



1S4 


HAJJI BABA 


universal admiration. He was now waited upon by a 
khan, whom the mehmandar introduced as the master of 
ceremonies of tlie queen of Kngland, and wliorn we sup¬ 
posed might be the chief guardian of the seraglio; but the 
words of the English elchi in Persia were confirmed. We 
were assured that the Franks did not prepare and appoint 
.such officers, and that no watch was placed over the 
honour of the king’s women. 'I'he business of this khan, 
he explained, was to introduce persons worthy of such an 
honour to the royal barwo, and lie accordingly invited the 
ambassador and his suite to an audience. Notwithstand¬ 
ing this invitation, the ambassador, still fearing that he 
might offend by such a lilierty, anxiously en(|uircd wdiether 
the shah of England was privy to this arrangement; but 
it did not seem that his permission was at all neccs.sary, 
for she saw and conversed with all men who were agreeable 
to her. Seeing that such really was the custom of the 
country, the ambassador, without fear of any kind, and 
expressing no solicitude about us, his followers, freely ac¬ 
cepted the invitation, and the next day rvas appointed for 
the audience. In the meanwhile, he delivered the pre¬ 
sents with which he was intrusted for the English queen 
to the khan, but reserved to himself the duty of present¬ 
ing the letter into her own hands. 

We were strangely excited by the expectation of what 
we were about to see. A Persian scarcely dares to think 
upon the pictures which his imagination forms of the 
dazzling spendour, and the unrivalled beauty of the in¬ 
habitants of the shah’s harem; and here we were on the 
very threshold of those delights which even in our country 
were the tliemc of every tongue. We were going to see the 
women of the king of the Franks, perhaiis his daughters. 
Such good fortune could fall to the lot but of few ! 
“ Praise be to Allah ! ” said we, “ if the beauties that we 
hourly see in the highways, and at the corners of the 
streets, he such as to enslave our souls, what must be the 
charms of those who have enslaved a king’s heart; of 
those who, perhaps, are not permitted to meet the gaze of 
the multitude like other women, and whose charms must 
be like the gems which lie secure in the royal treasury !’* 
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The ambassador dressed himself with unusual splendour, 
adorning his person with a shirt made by an infidel semp¬ 
stress, embroidered at every extremity, and whiter than 
the snows of Agridagh. * 1, remembering those parts of 

my fare whieh had attracted the capricious Shekerleb, 
made my best efforts to renovate their beauties. Every 
hair in my heard was newly dyed and perfumed, iny 
mustache curled to the corners of my eyes, and the locks 
beliind my cars received a fresli glow. The morning 
came, we were all dressed, the ambassador sprinkled rose¬ 
water over the muslin and silken covers of the auspicious 
letter, and then mounting the royal carriages which had 
been sent for us, wo ]>rocecde(l to the palace. 

c were received by nothing hut men. There was no 
appearance of the house being inhabited by women ; every 
thing living was male. How different from our countries, 
where nothing in the seraglio can ])ut the fair jtrisoners in 
mind of man, saving the presence of their own husbands, 
and perchance their brothers ! After having been p.iraded 
through stveral rich apartments, in which we saw nothing 
that indicated womankind, we at length at a disttince espied 
pettic('ats, and little by little came in sight of some very 
grotesque looking females, w ho, for aught we know, might be 
royal wives, for by their .shapes they were evidently bid¬ 
ding fair to add, each in their turn, some ttliah r:udch, or 
prince, to the already doubtless numerous royal family. 
As we ajiproached, we began to find that we must be 
mistaken, for some were so old as to make so fortunate an 
event for them quite imjiossible ; and therefore we con¬ 
cluded, that what had attracted our eyes was in fact no¬ 
thing but a most extraordinary caprice of dress, and which 
we afterwards learned was worn at court only, no woman 
venturing to ajiproach the royal jiersou who had not so de¬ 
formed herself. 

AVe now evidently were on the very margin of our 
hopes. The women who stood before ns we supposed 
might be some of the khnuums and beggums about the 
court, who were doing the duties of the antechamber; but 


* Mount Ai«irat. 
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■what was our Burprisc when the master of the ceremonies 
paraded the ambassador before a lady, standing with her 
hack to a magnificent mirror, and she, we found, was the 
great hanon of the country. Whatever might have been 
our expectations, we were very soon awed into a respect 
and consideration for the august personage before whom 
■we stooil, much beyond that which we thought it possible 
any woman could have inspired. She had more the looks 
of a grand vizier than a woman. She asked tlie ambassa¬ 
dor questions which only learned men in Persia ask; 
questions which would have puzzled some of our deepest 
scribes. The king of Englantl, it was plain, was very wise 
to dispense with the care and superintendence which we 
exercise in our harems over such a wife, for w'ith her 
wisdom she might have governed an eraiure, much less 
herself. From her quiet and dignified manner we ever 
after called her the Arilm htmoo *, the Calm Princess. 
When the ambassador presented the letter with w'hich he 
was charged, the queen enquired whether it was written 
with the banoo’s own hand.^ I saw the blush qf confusion 
overspread the ambassador’s face, for, alas ! writing is not 
tire accomplishment of a Persian lady ; and therefore what 
could he say ? He owned that it had been written by 
the great moonshee of the state ; and when the queen 
looked on the translation she smiled; but whether in 
admiration or otherwise, no one was present to inform us. 

She tlien inspected the presents, and principally fixed her 
attention upon the full suit of a Persian woman’s dress. 
The beauty of the embroidery, the richness of the stuffs, and 
the brilliancy of the gold and precious stones with which 
it was ornamented, seemed to attract her admiration. She 
was anxious to have every part explained, and every 
woman in the room crowded near the ambassador as he 
showed how it was to be worn. They understood the 
nature of the chemise, although they marvelled at its make, 
and enquired why the skirts were so short ? 'J’bey made 
many remarks on the jubbehs and the jackets ; but when 
they came to the trousers, their merriment, though 


* TbiB is a title frequently applied to persons of dignity. 
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tempered by the dignified presence of the queen, could 
scarcely be kept within bounds. They looked at them, 
selves, and then at the aetr jumehs ; there was no resist¬ 
ing their mirth. Stiffened with brocade, and padded with 
cotton, the object of their merriment stood erect in the 
middle of the room, and certainly made an extraordinary 
contrast with the flowing robes worn by the Frank women. 
An arac gfr * attracted great admiration, owing to the 
great labour of needle-work bestowed upon it, and every 
body present was anxious to know how so small a cap 
could sit on the crown; but when the head-pins were 
produced, the difficulty was explained. Certain magni¬ 
ficent lahafs, or quilts, were prized by the queen, as well 
as the Cashmerian shawls and the Ispahan velvets. 

The ambassador acquired credit by explaining the me¬ 
dicinal properties of the mumlai t (so famed in Persia), 
of which he had brought a small quantity in a gold ena¬ 
melled box; and we thought that there was much incre¬ 
dulity to be read in the different faces round us, when be 
averred, that, should a man, horse, or chicken, have a leg 
broke, and a bandage spread over with the unguent be 
bound round the fracture, a moon will scarcely pass ere the 
leg will be quite restored to its former state. 

We had been so much taken up in attending to the 
queen, that we had not looke<l about for those beauties, her 
daughters, upon whom our imaginations had so fondly 
dwelt. We saw no moon-faces, no cypress waists, no 
antelope eyes, no silken tresses that touched the ground; 
but presently we bowed the head to several gorgeously- 
dressed ladies, upon seeing whom we were obliged to ex¬ 
claim “ Mashnllnh ! Praises of Allah 1 ’’ for fear the evil 
eye should assail them. They also asked many con¬ 
descending questions, and through our ideas of king’s 
daughters, which were drawn much from imagination, and 
much from what we had read of in Antar and the Thousand 
and One Nights, were here not verified, yet we came 
away satisfied that a veiled face was of much less con- 

• A skull-fap,—UtoraPy, a catcher of dew. 

f A precious gum, wliicii dutiU from a rock in Kerman. 
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sequence in this country, than in ours; and that reason and 
sense here did the business of guardians and duennas. 

We eagerly enquired Whether the royal daughters were 
wives also; but, strange to say, they were not. “ How.'*’* 
said the ambassador to the mehmandar. “ Why does not 
your king do as ours } Why does he not oblige your 
viziers and great khans to rub their foreheads upon the 
threshold of the royal palace, and receive, as the greatest 
boon that can be bestowed upon them, the hands of his 
daughters in marriage.? Our king not only condescends 
to confer such-like benefits, but frequently extends his 
munificence by bestowing upon them presents of his own 
children, adding thereto the more aged hanoox, their 
mothers; and by the royal beard, 1 swear, that if they do 
not immediately fall upon their faces, kiss the ground, and 
say, ' May the shadow of the king of kings never be less 1 
may the royal house prosper !’ their heads would not be 
worth a piece of black money each! Uy your father’s 
beard 1 we settle these matters better in Persia.” 

Enquiring farther, we found that royal persons among 
the Franks marry after the manner of Mussulmans ; that is, 
they do not see the husband or wife intendeii for them, 
but take them upon description. Some old woman is sent 
by the husband to look at the intended bride; she is wooed 
at a distance, and then k brought to him ; and be she fair, 
OT be she otherwise, she becomes his wife. 

We whispered into the mehmandar’s ear, asking whether 
any of the ladies before us were the king of Engl.an^rs 
slaves; or whether perchance they might purposely have 
been kept out of sight.? but he repeated what we never be. 
fore had fully believed, that his majesty had no slaves, and 
that of wives he had but one. “ But has he no dancing 
women belonging to his court.? no story-tellers.? no 
setters to sleep ? ” said we. 

The mehmandar assured us that such persons were not 
in use in Frank courts; that men and women danced 
together, for their own amusement, and not for pay; that 
story-tellers were rather avoided than patronised; and as 
for setters to sleep, although there was in fact no want of 
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them, yet that they were not made official appointments 
about the person. 

We left the queen with our eyes much more open tiian 
they were before our interview. Every day taught us 
something new; and what before seemed unintelligible, 
particularly on the subject of women, began now to stand 
clearer before our understandings. 


CHAPTER XXVI. 

mrnciji.TiEs of settuno the dieection op Mecca in London. 

-THE FERSIANS DETFRHINK TO ADOFI THEIR OWN CUSTOMS, 

AND KILL THEIR OWN MUTTON. 

We had been so much taken up by our various visitings, 
that we scarcely had had time to reflect that we were 
Mussulmans, and that we were living amongst infidels. 
Such had been the dissipation in which we passed our days, 
that the duties of praying and washing at our appointed 
times were daily becoming lax, to the horror of Mohamed 
Beg, who, being a strict observer of our faith, did not cease 
upbraiding us for our neglect, and strongly upheld the neces¬ 
sity of keeping ourselves pure from the contagious example 
of those around us, who, in fact, appeared to live in the 
world without any religion at all. He had been anxious 
to settle the true direction of the kebleh *, which he had 
never yet done in England to his satisfaction. His kebleh 
nemnh, or compass, had unfortunately been broken ; and he 
was doubtful whether any compass we might procure from 
the deriders of our faith would fet us in the right way ; and 
even whether it might not purposely mislead us, by point, 
iiig to some impure spot, instead of the sacred shrine of our 
holy Prophet. ■ Then, to his utter dismay, he had not seen 


* The point to which Mahomcdans turn in prayer—Mecca. 
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the sun once since our arrival; and he was seriously appre^ 
hensive that the accounts which, in Persia, were currently 
believed concerning Frangistan were about being realised, 
and that England, in fact, had no sun. lie therefore began 
to give up all hope of settling his kebleh, until one morning, 
with joy painted in his countenance, he rushed into the 
])rescnce of the ambassador, followed by many of the 
servants, exclaiming, “ Mujdeh ! good news! the sun is 
come! the sun is here!” and, in fact, upon looking up, 
amidst a yellow atmosphere, composed of smoke and 
vapour, there we saw it, sure enough. But many of us 
were inclined to doubt whether this could be the glorious 
luminary that we had in Persia, for there nobody had an 
eye strong enough to brave its brilliancy; whereas, here 
we gazed upon it at our ease, quite as well as if it were a 
moon. However, having satisfied ourselves that it was. ii; 
i'act, the sun, we were all very liap|)y ; and seeing that tlu'- 
auspicious siglit took |.lace upon a white day *, the fifteenth 
of the month, we exclaimed, “ Moharck ! good fortune ! ’ 
to the ambassador; whilst IMohamed Beg became con¬ 
vinced that he had acquired the true direction of the land 
of our faith. 

But this joy of ours at seeing the sun was the cau.se 
of confirming many of the English in their ignorance 
concerning our religion. We were taken for worship- 
jiers of fire, and they concluded that we adored the 
sun. One of their khans, a lord of great consequence, who 
sat in the king’s assembly, and gave his ojiinion up.oii 
things fitting and things unfitting, never apjiroached the 
ambassador without saying, “Well, sir! no sun yet!” 
One day, when it was freezing, he found tlie ambassador 
seated near the fire, warming himself. “ Oh, sir,” said 
he, “ I .see you are worshipjiing the fire!” Upon this, 
Mirza Firouz, in wrath, exclaimed tome, who was standing 
before him, “ What words are these.? He does not know, 
that if we were worshippers of fire, it would not he the 

♦ SHpcTstitiou'} people in IVrsia mako a Hiwtinction between luekv and iin- 
luckv days, wlneh they C.«ll bJatk ami white days, the IJth, Uih, and I dh td 
every luoiiih arc white da>!>. 
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offensive smoky fires of his country.* Kven the Ouebres, 
who are scarcely p;oo(l enough to manure our fields, are 
scrupulous as (o the purity of their fire ; what then must 
we be, who look upon them as the uncleanest of infidels 
Then turning to the mehmandar, he said, For the love 
of Allah ! tell the khan that we never worshij) fire in our 
country exce[(t when it is cold ; ” to which Mohained Beg, 
who was also in the room, .added, And tell him that our 
holy Prophet, blessed he his name! hath ordained, in the 
forty-first surai of the Book, ‘ worship not the sun, neither 
the moon ; but worship tlod who hath created them.' ” 
This did not seem to satisfy the khan, hut he entered into 
a long explanation, through the mehmandar, about an 
ancient infidel who seemed to know a great deal more 
about our eounti y than any of our oivii historians ; and who, 
111 s|)ite of all wi could say to the contrary, had made him 
and all ICngland believe that we worshipped fire ; and, 
inoieovi'r, that we cut our horses’ throats in honour of the 

sUll. 

11a, ha I” exclaimed the ambassador, who was .always 
ready for a joke ; “ seeing that you havi' no sun in your 
eounlry, to whose honomr, may 1 ask, do you cut your 
horses' tails ” 

The khan then went his way rubbing his hands, saying 
that fire was a very good thing. 

Deploring the ignorance of the nation we were dooineil 
to live with, we determined no longer to lose sight of wh.it 
was due to our religion, hut to adhere ty the practice of 
those ordinances decreed by oui blessed Prophet, and to 
stand forth as ehani]nons of the true faith ; accordingly 
we dctermitied to kill our own mutton. The Knglish 
servants, when they saw llassan, the cook, about to cut the 
throat of a sheep in one of the apartments of the house, ex¬ 
claimed ag.iinst the filth that such a custom would create ; 
hut when they heard Mohained Beg roaiing: out the 
and otherwise explaining our law, which foihids 

* The (Sm’brp's kcpp up tlioir sacri'il Jiro vMh fuel tluit protUiPC'-iicithpr 
hintikc nor sint-ll 'I’hpv do not allow Ih>iu*s ordure, ttr liltii ol Juiy siOJt, to 1 k' 
mixed with it, .01(1 will not tnt'ii ]>tTmit it to he hjjliled hy hlowiiif’ uitli ;j c 
mouth, h>r leai til anv iuiiudc odour. 

K 'i 
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man to eat that out of which the hlond hath not fjowt il 
they opened die eye.s of astonishnieiif, and dropjied the 
head of acquiescence. 'I’he ainliassador also ordaiiu d tliat 
every fowl, foi the future, was to have its throat cut. and 
to he tlirown on the p:roiand to tileed to death, after the 
Persian manner; so Unit, hy tile lilessin^ of Allah, we 
iin^'ht eat our food ivithoul endanp;erinf: our consciences. 

Ihning estahhshed these customs, we hei’an to Jir.'iy and 
eat more at our ease than we had done since we left our 
country; although ae were convinced that, Iiviiio in an 
impure country, our prayers could not he of the same 
avail, no, not hy one half, as those made ujion our own 
.soil. iMohamed lte;r threatened us with a doiihle allow¬ 
ance of praynip;, which would not fail t'l he decreed to u^ 
by the mollahs the moment we reached Persia, sayinp: there 
was no /<c/ic.s/i/, no paradise, for those whose entreaties to 
the thimie of .Allah came from a land “ over-run with 
swr.ic, and overflown with wine," for they would he 
arrest! d hefore they came to the pati'S of the Inphest 
iieavi-n. This operated apiee.'hly upon our spirits, and 
inaile most of us cease jirayinp ; “ lor," said we. “ if we 
are to jUMy ilouhle ujioti ieturnin;>; to Persia, what use is 
there in |>‘ayinp at all whilst we are in Knplanil f” Kiphl 
Iriiqiy were we .at this scheme, notwithstamlinp the solemn 
looks ol' Mohamed ISea, who wapped his head to and fro, 
and exlmiled us in vcr to lose siphi of the dipnily of Ala- 
iiomedans, ami of the duties winch our faith enjoineil. 

M'e now venUired to W'alk throupli the streets, iilrhoitpl! 
'lui dress ami aiqiearance attracted much ohservation ; hut 
as we proceeded thionph the pro,at lahyrinth of the city, 
we hepan to fear that we should never find our way hack. 
M'e had nothinp hy which to diiecl our steps, for eiery 
house ap))eared the same in our eyes. .All the doors were 
alilo . and the windows of the s.ime shajies. 'I’heie was 
iwilher hath, nor caiavanserai, nor haiher’s shop, nor even 
dunphill, that we eoulfl diseover. from whein'e we eoulil 
take a fresh de|)artiire : lint whin we pot into a preat 
stieet it wais interminaMe, ami one miplit walk mote in a 
straipht line than in the t'lidhiir liitijh of lsp.,i.;in. Af’e 
lost ourscKes so iiequently, even a! slioit ih-tances iioni 



IN i:N;,t.\Nn. 


1 


our own lionic, tlial I dclcnninccl to adojit a plan wlikh 1 
had jiraciiscd with suft'oss in tlio forests of jMazatideran, 
when 1 was a ])risoner ainonpst the 'I’urcomans. There J 
cut notelus in the trees as I wiiit. and by this means re¬ 
covered ni\self if I lost tiiy way. ilcie I |)rovidod myself 
will] a ]uece of clialk, and niaikinu every corner, J at 
lenjjth succeeded to walk ereal distances, and to find my 
uav liack wilhonl the hel|^of any one. lint lliese excur¬ 
sions were hazardous, for we were .amonp a straiipe people, 
and seareely a day passed without an aiUeiiture. Once I 
had strolled to tome distance with Mohanied Hett; and 
as liiek would have it, oiir walk took us into jtreeii 

fields. There weie many jii'oiile walkiii}; to and fro; it 
was probably a Cbiistian feslic.d ; the day happened to be 
tine, ,and the sun shone alnuist as hright as in our country. 
M’e can If to a beantiliil s|'ot. with ;^rass sttioolh as a carpet, 
and .Mohained lleg exclainud, ‘‘ Alkali! Allah! what a 
charniiiip; ]i]ace for sayinp one's prayers.’ ;\t this moment 
a clock of one of the inostpies slitick the Knplish noon, and 
he could no lontter resist. “ There is the i»//or, noon,” 
saiil he ; “ and althou;th vve have no muezzia to make the 
jirofe.ssioii of faith, and to call ns to prayer, still let Us not 
ilisrepiard the notice. Mere is water at hand; we will 
wash, anil then make our devoiions.’' 'I'o say the truth, 
I never had heeii a great sayer of )n ayers, Ssince the days 
when 1 was a prisoner in the sanctuary at Kom, where 1 
had prayed enough for the remainder of my life, and where 
I had had a surfeit of genuflexion, 1 had always phived at 
“ hide and seek” with my religious duties, never going 
upon my knees unless there was danger in not doing so. 
The absence of all such necessity in this unholy country 
was to me one of its gieatest attractions, and therefore J 
eared not to leave it. Jiul at the same time I did not wish 
to offend my eompanion ; gnd although I refu.sed his in¬ 
vitation, yet 1 assured him that I would wait until he had 
finished Ids devotions. 

He first washed his hands, arms, feet, and hack of his 
ears, in an adjoining stream, and liaiing ascertained the 
direction of Mecca, he sat down and combed his beard. 


K «.> 
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He then took from his person his seals, rings, looking- 
glass, and every thing of value which he had about him, 
and taking the piece of holy earth*, together with his 
beads, from his breast, he placed them before him, and put 
himself in the first attitude of prayer, lly this time the 
infidels began to gather around us. What they took us 
for, it is <lifficult to say ; most likely for jugglers, for they 
all looked wiUi intense interest at the difterent trinkets 
which INIohamed IJcg had displayed on the grass. As lie 
stood up with his feet joined together, cm|)hatical]y pro¬ 
nouncing the fathrh'\, upon raising liis hands liefore him, 
1 verily believe that they expected to see him vault into 
the air, or make a somerset, as I have seen some of their 
own mountebanks do in the street; but when he merely 
went through liis prostrations, touching the piece of holy 
earth, inscribed with the names of our blessed Projihet and 
the twelve Imams, with his forehead, they seemed quite 
disappointed; and one of them had the insolence to take 
it up, and to Iiand it about to his fellows to look at. 
Upon this my Persian pride was roused. Reprobate as 1 
was, I could not see ourselves so insulted, and a bit of our 
holy Mecca so abused. I darted forwards to snatch the 
relic from the hand of one of the infidels ; my effort was 
received w^th loud hootings. Mohamed Reg now in wr.ath 
got upon his legs, amt, heedless of any thing but the in¬ 
sults offered his religion, drew his knife, and would have 
buried it in the bowels of one of the infidels, wdien he re¬ 
ceived a blow which must have been inflicted by some 
unseen agent, some dine, or some English gin, which was 
thrown so exactly into the very centre of his stomach, that 
his wrath w'as soon turned into vomiting: his lieard became 
distended, his face turned white, and his eyes streamed. 
Never had prayer been so little propitious. Instead of 
pouring forth blessings, his mouth consoled itself with 
curses; and whenever he could take breath, it was refreshing 
to hear him devote the whole English nation to perdition. 


• Thf Persians at prayers place before them a piece of clay, said to be part 
of the hoil of Mecca, and which is stamjied with holy invocations. 
i The lirbt prayer in the Koran. 
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and announce to them that their fathers were now roasting 
in the fires of Jehunum. 

Our situation was not very enviable, particularly when 
we saw an inclination on the part of the surrounding mob 
to proceed to something more violent than beating Moha- 
raed Beg’s stomach. There was one man more violent 
than the rest, who performed many feats, the object of 
wliich we could in no wise understand: he clenched his 
fist, put it close to my nose, and then took off his coat. 
This I conceived implied hostility, although 1 knew that 
taking off’ a hat implied the contrary. To ray astonish¬ 
ment, I saw another man in the crowd step forward and 
also divest himself of bis coat; strange compliments, 
thought I, but I was soon undeceived. In one of the 
parties I recognised one of the Knglish servants employed 
by the ambassador; and had scarcely had time to make 
myself known to him, when, to our extreme horror and 
amazement, Mohamed Beg and I saw a fight between these 
two men, the equal of which we had never before seen, 
not even by the shah’s best jiMivarui. 'I’hcy fought with 
great vigour and resolution ; but our servant, in a very 
short time, was t'ne victor. His blows fell thicker upon 
his antagonist’s face than upon the feet of a sufferer under 
the bastinado in Persia, until every feature was lost, and 
he begged for mercy. After he was well beaten, they 
both shook hands, and walked off apparently good friends. 
We, however, could not recover our astonishment, nor 
could we at all comprehend the object of our servant’s in¬ 
terference, although he assured us that he only fought out 
of compliment to us. We had frequently before heard of 
the hospitality of the Arabs to a stranger; of his killing 
his last sheep for his entertainment; of his depriving him¬ 
self of every thing rather than that his guest should suffer: 
but that he should stand up, and fight, and run the chance 
of losing his eyes, or getting his nose knocked off’, or his 
head broken for the stranger, that we had never yet heard. 
And yet we had seen this very act performed by an infidel, 
whom in our minds we condemned to eternal punishments. 
Mohamed Beg puzzled his head for a long while how to 
K. 4 
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find some satisfactory reason for this phenomenon; but all 
he could discover was, that the heating which had most 
likely been intended for him had, by the interposition of 
fate, fallen on another. We returned home making many 
exclamations, and astonished the ambassador by a recital 
of all we had witnessed. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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VOI.UME THE SECOND. 


CITAPTEK I. 

i:\l.ti liABA Ill-sritlllFS TIIF OI'FNING OF PARLIAMENT, -OF CER¬ 

TAIN INCLlSli CUSTOMS, ANO OF LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT, 


Ahol't this time there seemed to be a great and universal 
stir among the English, Houses whicli hail remained 
emiity all of a sudden appeared to be inhabited. The 
streets, which we before thought abundantly }iupulous, 
were now iiositively so thronged witli people and carriages, 
that it was with difficulty one could jiass; and the women 
began to run about, and to knock at each other's doors in 
a manner quite strange to behold, 'I'hc whole scene put 
us much in mind of the return of the shah, bis court, and 
his camp, to Tehran, fiom his summer’s campaign in the 
plains of Sultanieh, 

IV'e enquired the cause of all this, and received various 
reasons, IVe were told that the great council of the state 
was about to sit; and tliat, although the country had 
already more than one thousand and one volumes full of 
laws, yet that more wa re wanted. Some said, that the 
government squandered aw'ay too much money, and that 
less must be expended for the future. Others assured us 
that the council met to discuss an old question, upon 
which they had argued for these last hundred years, and 
upon which they were not further advanced than when 
they first began; and this was, whether seven millions of 
their population should continue to be discontented and 
rebellious, or the contrary.^ We would not believe any one 
of these statements; for we asked, does it stand to reason 
tliat a nation so powerful, so prosperous, and so abounding 
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in riches, as this, could lay itself ojien to such unheard-of 
imputations ? The ambassador determined to learn as 
much of the truth as possible, in order to transmit it at 
full length to the shah. 

“llow!”saidhe,“'vvc have only one hook, to wit, the Koran, 
which contains all our law ; and here," said he, “ we find 
that camel-loads of books are not enough ! If every riizi and 
glicikli <tl litlaui* in England, who, perchance, might be sent 
to dispense jtistice over tlie land, were to travel, they would 
require at least fifty eamels to carry about their requisite 
knowledge. Then as to settling what the government is to 
spend, in the name of Allah, what may be the use of a king, 
if he has not unlimited eomniand over his treasury.^ Our 
king of kings would eut off any body’s e.ars, did he dare call 
into question the right of a .sovereign not only over bis 
own wealth, but over the property, ay, over the lives of 
all his subjects. The other question was past our com¬ 
prehension ; it related in some measure to religion. From 
what we heard, it was plain that Mahomedans would have 
but a sorry existence of it in England ; for if her own 
subjects werr’ not allowed to pray after their own fashion, 
what, in the name of tlie shah’s beard, could W'e expect ? If 
they arc looked upon as dogs, we might be treated as dogs’ 
uncles!” ^ 

Notwithstanding this, extraordinary conduct of the 
English towards their king, it appears that he goes 
willingly every year in state, surrounded by all the majesty 
and magnificence of a crowned head, to open the deliber¬ 
ations of the council, and even to invito them to settle 
how much he ought to speml; how many ministers ; what 
number of generiils ; how many troops ; what quantities 
of ships ; what ambassadors to maintain ; in short, how 
many expenses of every description he ought to incur. 
They even have the audacity, we were assured, to settle in 
what manner he ought to support his own wife. If one 
half of this were true, we concluded that we might as well 
believe the other half; and, in order to be convinced with 
his own eyes, tlie ambassador willingly accepted an in- 


* Titles given to Persian n^n of the law. 



vitation to be present at the eefemony of opening the 
eouncil, whicli, from wliat ne could iearn, resembled in 
some measure the great the great j)rostra- 

tion of the ]ieo])le before the shah in Persia, on the 
festival of the No Hons. 

The mehmaiidar informed the IMirza Firouz that the 
mmd)er of persons admitted to the shah's presence-on this 
oeeasion was restricted to a certain few ; and therefore it 
was i)roi)osed that neither 1 nor any of his Persian suite 
should he of the party. Accordingly we saw him depart, 
accomiianied ojdy by the mehmaiidar ; hut we determined 
to make our way to the scene of action, in order to observe 
the pass.age of the royal procession. The whole city was 
ill iiiotion. Never before had we seen sucli an assemblage 
of infidels. VVe, a handful of true believers, looked indeed 
rather insignificant in the great mass; hut we were jirond 
of being such, and would not have given one hair oi our 
beards for the millions of black hats that waved to and fro 
before us. We jiosted ourselves under a tree in a garden 
leading to the house of assembly. Several avenues hoideied 
the road through which the kinjj^ was to pass ; and, in 
order to keep it cle.ar, on each side were jiosled cavalry, 
mounted uiion superb horses. For the time being we 
attracted more attention than any thing else, and were 
beginning to feel the insolence of the crowd, when litckily 
their attention was soon after ili verted from us by the 
ap]iroacli of the king, and we ojiencd all our eyes to see 
his majesty jiass. llefore the procession had reached us 
about a muiilari, we heard strange and uiiaccountahle 
sounds, which we took for the Kiiglish mode of paying 
homage to their monarch ; sounds which in some measure 
assimilated to the greetings made by the Arabian women 
upon the approach of a great personage. They W'ere a 
mixture of cries, groans, and hisses. As the great coach 
in which the king sat drew near, the rush of the crowd 
was immense, and immediately there issued from the 
thousands that stood near us such a shower of hisses, that 
we felt sure that no king could he more beloved by his 
people than this. So much loyalty was instantaneous in 
its effect; it was as catching as fear; and, almost involun- 
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tarily, we added our most unaffected hisses to those of the 
surroundiiift crowd, the hue of our faces almost hecominj; 
black with the exertion. All tlie collected serpents of the 
plains of Moynn* in a rage could not exceed the noise we 
made. We became the j)oint of observation to all be¬ 
holders. But what was our astonishment, I may add 
consteraation, when, instead of meeting with the encourage¬ 
ment and commendation we expected, we found ourselves 
surrounded by a host of men, with short painted sticks in 
their hands, backed by some individuals of the cavalry, 
who most unceremoniously invited us to dislodae from our 
tree, and to walk away with them to jilaces unknown ! 

“What do these men want exclaimed Mohamed Beg; 
“ what dirt do they eat ? ” 

“ Shall 1 give them a taste of the knife ? ” asked Aga 
Beg, the master of the liorse. 

“ Use no violence, by your child’s soul!” exclaimed J, 
“or they will strike our stomachs, as they did Mohamed 
Beg’s.” 

'J he scene becoming mucli confused, we were about 
being very awkwardljj^ situated, when a well-dressed 
Frank stepped up, amb seeing who we were, immediately 
interfered, and explained to the men with iiainled stiiks, 
that whatever we might have done it must have been 
througlt ignorance. He released us from their superin¬ 
tendence; and having kindly accompanied us to our home, 
we there exjilained all that had happened; and then to 
our confusion we found, that instead of jiaying honour and 
respect to the shah of Kngland, we had in fact been treat¬ 
ing him worse than a dog. 

“ Im illaha ilta/liih ! 'I'here is but one God!” exclaimed 
Mohamed Beg. “ What a couritry is this! AVho ever 
thought of abusing one’s king, to his face too! Let us 
leave this peo|»le; they are too bad. One never sees them 
pray; their wives are without shame ; and they heap 
abomination upon their own king's head.” 

“ By my soul,” exclaimed Aga Beg, “ I thought that 

• A tract of country near the river Araxes, famous for its numerous 
serpents. 
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• was the frank mode of doing honour. Wc have 

ail made a feast of ahomination !” 

'■ lint pray, sir,” said 1 to tlie gentleman who had 
fseoited us home, ” fell me by what ehance is it tliat the 
Knglish iii’ 0 ]>lc receive their king after this manner ? ” 

“ The popularily of our king,” said lie, “ depends upon 
eir'annslaiKes, which no liiiman power can control. The 
people are ignorant, anil are led by designing demagogues. 
Bread is dear, they hiss the king ; trade is dull, they hiss 
the king ; they hate peace, they hiss the king; the queen 
behaves ill, they hiss the king. The following year, per- 
ha])s, liread is cheap and trade brisk, they cheer the king; 
his shijis or his .armies gain a victory, they smother him 
with kindness ; his ministers make good s])cechos, and 
t.dk of reducing l.axes, they will lay down their lives for 
him. IVho c.an account,” said he, “ for popular favour, or 
liopular disfavour.^ It is as uncertain as the wind that 
blows.” 

” I tell you what, sir,” said I, taking hold of the tip 
of my beard, and hildnig it out to him, “do you see 
this r ” 

Yes,” answered he, “ I see it.” 

'■ ^I'ell, then, by this 1 swear, and 1 can swear by 
tiotliing more sacred, that if the peojile of Tehran, upon 
the presence of their sh.di, were even to .spit in his 
pnscnce, or to do any thing hy look or speech that itidi- 
cated disiespect, he would order a katl-i-aum, a general 
massacre, to t.ike ))Iace, and would not leave one rogue of 
them to look at llie sun the next morning. By all the 
Imams, it is as true as I stand here.” 

The gentleman at this speech opened his eyes with 
as;.nishmeni, and seeing, perhaps, how cheap we held 
otlier jicople’s heads, he made us a low bow, and took his 
leave. 

By this lime the andtassador had returned, and when we 
had related to him and to the mehmandar the adventures 
of the morning, they consoled us by laughing at our 
beards, and said that, if we expected to find in the English 
:noh the same servility which existed in the Persian, we 
were much mistaken. 
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“ They arc as different,” saiil they, “ as the dirty pud. 
die in which a camel drinks is to the sea, which at one 
hour is asitateil by a hurricane, at another lulled into a 
dead calm.” 

Mohained I?eg answered, for his part, that he would 
rather belong to the ])uildle, if what he had seen to-day 
and the d.ay before, when he had been so mauled, were 
acts illustrative of the people of England. 

The ambassador then described his adventures:—Never 
had man seen so much in so short a space of time. A 
king on a throtie ; dresses of all descriptions; gold, silver, 
velvet; sticks, swords, and gold maces; men with extra¬ 
ordinary wigs sprinkled with dust; a multitude of iminilis, 
with scarlet ahd ermine cloaks; a rush of men, with a 
iiedkhnda, covered with false hair, at their head ; .and to 
crown all, women! “Oh, such women!” said he: “ I 
was in love with them all ; they were all unveiled ; I saw 
much flesh whiter than snow ; eyes that killed ; and teeth 
which smiled delight!” 

We had never before seen our ambassador in such a 
state. Hut there was one fair creature above the rest, of 
whose charms he raved ; he had never conceived that any 
thing human could be so beautiful; his heart was on fire. 
It was plain that this circumstance alone had reconciled 
him to a residence among the infidels; and now we learned 
to appreciate the truth of that saying of our immortal 
sheikh, “ IJe you seated in the most lonely shade of the 
valley of the angel of death, and let love he your coin- 
jiauion, the ilesert will apjiear a paradise, and your wretch¬ 
edness will seem beatitude.” lie called her his jatihvl<iHooh *; 
swore that the leaf of her eye t was more tender tlian tliat 
of the ro.se; that she was more brilliant than a moon four¬ 
teen days old |; and that she was in the very eyeball ^ of 
her age; in short, he made one believe that she was a 
very phmnix, “ the one of ones.” 


• llavislier of hearts. 
t An LMbtein image lor inibtrc.ss. 


t The evi'liiL 
^ Pinnacle. 
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CHAPTER II. 

A DINNER IS DJVIN TO Till AMBASSADOR.-OP THE PRECFDSKCE 

OP M'OMPN. - Ot WlNE-DRINKlNtl, 

Tiiehk seemed now to pervade one new and universal 
iinpid.se througliout the city to congregate in a thousand 
different manners, for objects which to us were ‘ totally 
novel. 'J'hc men sought the women, and the women re¬ 
ceived tlie men. In the morning they met at occasional 
visits to talk upon matters of little importance; then they 
congregated in troops on horseback, or in carriages; they 
then dispersed and separated into different companies to 
eat ; and although by the time they had done this it was 
our time for going to bed, yet again they met in larger and 
more numerous assemblies, to dance, or to sit, or to be 
pressed together in masses in a m.anncr difficult to explain. 
In tins we were (old they followed their own pleasure • 
nor were these great meetings at all for the honour of 
their king, as our principal ones generally are, but purely 
for their own gratification. M'hen we meet in large 
bodies it is usually to attend our shah ; and although we 
do congregate and eat together occasionally, yet who ever 
thought of doing so in the unbounded manner of England ? 

The rnehmandar came into the ambassador's room the 
<lay after his ai)pe.irancc at the house of parliament, and 
saiil, “ Here are five invitations to dinner to-day.” 

“ Allah, Allah 1” exclaimed the ambassador, five in¬ 
vitations ! who can eat five dinners in one day ? ” 

“ It is not necesssary to eat them all,” answered the 
rnehmandar; “ it is enough that you accejit one. You 
eat one dinner, but you may go to as many evening as¬ 
semblies afterwards as you please. Here is a whole hand¬ 
ful of invitations.” 

We remained peiCectly astonished. Who can gt. 
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through sucli labour,” saiil vvc, and then live ? M'e are 
Persians ; we go to slee)) when the last ))rayers have been 
chanted, and we awahe with the dawn. How is this.^” 

“ ^'ou will .soon get acctistoiiied to our manners,’' .said 
the ineliinanclar. “ H'e make little distinction between 
day and night at this seawn.” 

M’iihont more difficulty the amliassador, aeeompatiied 
by the mehmandar and myself, went to the dinner in 
question, which was given by one of the viziers. He 
dressed himself in his Ik'st, jmtting on tin cap of ceremony 
with the shawd loimd it. .md girding himself with liis ilia- 
mond-billed dagger. He had found it more eonveiiieiit t-i 
adopt flic shoes of the I’ranks, (excepting on very great 
occasions, vvbeti he pre.scrved our own Iiigb-beeled slijipers,) 
because it tvas impossible for him to lie always accompanied 
by his shoe-bearer. He intimated that 1 was to accom- 
)iany him, and accordingly 1 also made my jierson as fit 
to lie seen as possihle. 

No one came to inform us that the eiitertainnicnt was 
really; no one said i\\c ISiKiniliuh ! hut we went straight 
to the vizier’s house; and we were aunounced by very 
loud knocks oil a closed door, inflicted by strong aervaiits. 
Otlicr servants having appeared from wilbin, wc were in¬ 
vited to walk in. 'file ambtissador's name was ilien calleil 
out at stated intervals, until we were ushered iuio the hall 
of meeting. Here, at the threshold, wi weic reieived by 
the vizier, who himself was walking about, as well as most 
of his guests, fur there ajipcared to be pei leet liberty on 
that score. M'e then went to the vizier’s wife, who seemed 
to be quite as mucli at home as her litrsbaiid, ;iud did her 
best by sweet smiles to make us welcome, 'riicrc were 
several other kbaiiuins, very eivil anil bamlsome. If tiny 
liortioii of a veil had been thrown tner them, to hide eer- 
t.iiii parts of their very white ])ersons, I should have hccii 
in a fever of love at once ; hut as it w.as, I scarcely thought 
of tliein as women. ’I’lie conversation began by every 
jicrson present appearing anxious to know ■whether we had 
seen the sun on that day ; for it was a.scertained that it had 
lioen seen, but whether for one hour, or only half an hour, 
there appeared to be sonic serious doubts. The ambassador, 
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evidently tired at this constant ailnsion to our supposed 
worship of tlie sim, tiuned off the observation by a coin- 
pliirieiil to tile vizier s wife. “ You do not want a sun in 
'■our eoiintry,” said he, “ wlieii you have such suns as the 
klianuni’s eves to give liphl and joy to the world !” 

M'heii this was interpreteil. it produced a universal ciy 
of apjirolialion, and was iininediately taken up, with the 
pseaiest pood Imniotir, by the vizier hniiself, who .said, 
" If his excellency is to be an aiioslale, and if he is to 
veisluptbe.se suns (iiointinu; to the lady's eyes), instead 
o! h's own, we must look about us. AYe must begin build¬ 
ing haienis, and inai.nfaeturing veils.’’ 

f'lion this, a meal deal of agreeable joking took place, 
which aniinaled the whole party, and, indeed, gave us an 
insight into the English character we h.id never before ae- 
ijiiiied. A\'e, Persians, who are so fond of a good .s.aying, 
weie didiglued to lind that so much merriment could exist 
among persons who usually live in a fog; and the o.i- 
b.'.ssadcr, who ihouehl that there might he some efiipimte 
among them, as to who .should laneh the liisl joke, seeing 
that they were in general so taciturn* willingly ventured to 
h'-eak the spell, and never lost an opportunity for the fntnie 
of putting in his word whenever he could do so with pio- 
]oieiy. , 

The (ntianee of a ]>erson with white dust on Ids head 
to invite IIS to the feast put an end lor a time l'> the gi oil 
hiniioiu tli.il had broken out ; ainlwlien (he eomj'any stood 
uj), we diieoveud that lliere ixisted among the Fnglisli to 
tile foil as miieli etiijuette about [ireeedeiice as iii eiir 
eouiitry. luit Allah! Allali ! vvlio, let me sav. v err tl i 
objects of il 1 Ivlobame.l f!eg, v%i;en J rtl.i'ed tlie fae:. 
would not believe it. AYomeii !-- they, the women, lei I. 
Iireeedenei'. 'i’l ey wali.ed out of the loom tiist, whilst 
the men seemed to struggle for ibe Jirivilege of leading 
them forwards. Every honour was intended towards our 
ainhassaii .r ; I.e w...s invit 'd to make his way with the 
vizier’s wife, bis right band jilaced in her left; and, con- 
Mder.'i';', I' It this was the first time he liad performed 
such a eeien oily, he really did it amazingly well. AVith- 
oiu e-in thinking of washing our hands bcfoie we began 
L 
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to cat, both men and jvomen proceeded to the scene of 
action. What we Mussulmans were to do with our left 
hands was always a subject of dce]i consideration; hut in 
a country of infidels we took liberties that no other emer¬ 
gency could ever sanction. 

We entered a large room, in the centre of which was 
spread a table more curiously ornaniente<l than any we 
had yet seen. Around this we jilaced ourselves, hut not 
without much of the difficulty of etiquette. 1 avow that, 
saving our own beards, which looked out of character 
among the smooth chins that wagged round the hoani, 1 
was delighted at the sight. ’Tis true that much more 
noise was heard than during one of our entertainments ; 
for tlic unceasing activity of the servants with creaking 
shoes, the clash of |ilalcs, the ringing of glasses, the slash¬ 
ing and cutting with sharp instruments, and, above all, 
the universal talking of the assembly, created a din to 
which we were little accustomed, and which in Persia 
would be esteemed as highly indecorous.* Hut it was an 
enlivening sight; and excepting the absence of a Hafiz 
to chant the luxuries*of our wine, of the excellence of 
which even our blessed Prophet could have had no idea, 
the entertainment would have been perfect. Of what the 
numerous dishes were composed, 1 did not give myself the 
trouble to consider; and without jiausing to enquire 
whether the mutton had jiroperly hied, or whether the 
poultry had died the true death, I ate w’hattver came in 
ray way. I certainly made one or two seriitinisiiig jiauses 
at a new sort of flesh, and which I fancied miglit be that 
of tite unclean beast ; but “ in the name of Allah ! ” said 
1, “ wdiat is the use of stickling about pollution, wdicn we 
have now been steeped in it ever since we have Uved 
among the infidel ? ” and so 1 ate of every thing that was 
offered to me. If Mohamed 15eg had lieen with us, he 
would have been hlowdiig over liis shoulders during the 
whole of the entertainment. Tlie ambassador seemed to 


* Persian servants in attcndatice at an entertainment arc seareely heard. 
'I'hev do their work without shoes; an<i as tliere is no haiidinit «W plateh, .md 
no ( hanging ot Liuves and forks, llic (]mct is great coii>itarcd to the dm ot tiui 
tables. 
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be as nuich at bis ease as any one of the most exprrieiicp<l 
eaters of a dinner amonpc the English themselves, lie 
managed the spoons^ knives, claws, and piiiceis, with sur¬ 
prising dexterity. I must own that I was not so fortunate, 
for 1 iiiaile one or two mistakes merely from the force of 
])revious habit, which evi<tently had an unfavourable olli'ct 
ujinu those around me. 1 shared my neighbour’s bread, 
whicli is here lookeil u])on as oircnsive as it is otherwise in 
I’ersia. 1 drank out of his glass ; and once I presented a 
bit with my lingers from a dish before me, at which he 
made a start as if I had ollcred poison. Although we did 
not sit with our knees double, but were quite at our ease 
uiion chairs, with legs pendant, yet the great length of the 
entertainment almost killed me. At length there was a 
general move, but to my astonishment, the women onlj 
took their de))arture. This was the nearest approach tc 
our own eustoms which J had yet seen, and I asked my 
neighbour why this distinction was made ? why tin wo- 
men^alone went ? lie seemed jmzzled for an explanation. 
“ Is it thus ordained in your scriptures,” said 1, “ or is it 
ordered by your king ? ” Still he was at a loss for an an¬ 
swer ; and I concluded that this might be a custom bor¬ 
rowed from Islam. My ncighliour hinled that the absence 
of the women left the men at greater liberty to talk ami 
drink wine. “ Ah, then,” s,aid 1, “ you must liave adopted 
that maxim of the East, which saith, ‘ First ilinuer, then 
conversation;' but if drinking be your object, this is not 
the way to set about it. Do as we do in I’ersia ; get up 
betimes in the morning; go into a garden; seat yourself 
near a running stream; put flowers on your heail; have 
songsters and nightingales; drink till your senses arc gone ; 
wait till they ri'turn ; then drink again, and take no thought 
of time; let day and night be the same, until at length 
you have so completely snaked your.self with wine, that 
it is time to cry out, ‘ Enough ! enough !’” 

AV'hether my tieighbour understood my attcmjit to ex¬ 
plain myself in English, 1 know not; but he eyed me with 
astonishment. 

At length the dinner was over, and with unwashed 
L 2 
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hands we proceeded to .the room of assembly, where we 
found the vizier's wife and her khanuins ready agaiii to 
receive ua. 


CHAPTKR 111. 


iiir A,Mn\ss\rtfni goks to a^mack’s. — oajji's oiisriiVA rio\ 
fS WAITAI.NO AM» of AIOIILMNO. — HE SCRl TIMSl.S AN i \- 
OCISITE. 

AVe had not long returned to the ladies, wdicii the Mzief’s 
wife, who, by lier agieeahle nianners, had fairly lahen ]) 0 s- 
session of the amhassailor's heard, invited hint to follou In t 
ti. a place of general enlerlaiiinient, of which she hersi il', as 
we itniierslood her, was a .sort of (jueen; anil which we 
discovered from the niehniandar’s inter))retatiiin was ,< 
iiici’ting of all the piineipal niirzas, khans, and begs t*f' the 
Kiiglish nation, together with thojr wives and danghleis 
it was ealled .Alhiaek's ; and here tile aiiibassadoi and i 
were eontirmeil in an opinion which we had jneri.nsly 
tormed, that imieh of the Kiigli-di language was din en 
from the I’ersian and Arabic. What could .Mniacf 's lie 
hut III Diayii? the marrow, the ]iith, that is, the eieain id 
the English nobility. But we emiuired, as we yawned with 
approaching drowsiiKsss, “ M'liat can induce the piinue., 
niirzas, klians, their wives and daughters, to select tiiis hour 
of the night for meeting? Is there no other onjiortunitv 
lit the tw enty-four hours for tlic perforiiiaiiee of tins aug-ust 
■inoiiy ?” 

‘ Oh,” said the \izler’.s wife, “ there is no tii.ie for ex- 
p!an.ition now. You will soon see; and then your (pirsln n 
will answer itself.” 

The ambassador, with great good humour, did .is Iv was 
desired; and although we were both of u, (lymg witii 
.sleep, yet we proceeikd iti the train of the Mziei's v.,!.' , 
thi vizier himself and most of his guests follow, i" alv 
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AVlio would believe in Persia were I to describe faith¬ 
fully all that I witnessed on this fortunate night ? M^tukl 
they believe me when 1 told them that I saw more dia¬ 
monds, rubies, emeralds, and jewels of every biiid, collected 
in this room, than the shah of Iran, or even the father of 
the great Mogul, had ever possessed ? that I saw more 
women at one view thau existetl in the harem of the Asylum 
of the Universe, and more beauty in one little comer titan 
had ever Iteen seen throughout the vast regions of Asia; 
skins more resplendent than that of the angel Gabriel; 
necks that would put a peacock’s to shame ; eyes to inflame, 
and forms to enrapture the veriest dervish who lived in the 
mountains of Clwheldir ? “ Bah! hah! hah!" said I to 

myself, “ whatever of life, whatever of joy, whatever of 
enjoyment exists, here is the Aliiiai/s, here is the very es¬ 
sence of them. ^Vnicre is Persia, her beards and sheep¬ 
skins, her long veils and hidden females ; and where Eng¬ 
land, her riches, her adorable women, and the powers of 
enjoyment and sociability which she dispenses to her 
children !" 

This was my first Impression, and 1 believe it was 
written on my face, because soon after I was accosted by a 
man of agreeable conversation, in my own language, who 
asked me what 1 thought of the scene before me. 

I dill not like to make him supjioso that we were such 
Turks* as not to have seen the world; and, suppressing 
all my real astonishment, I answered him very quietly, 
“ Bad iiecKt, it is not bad.” 

My new friend, who, it seems, had been in India, and 
in the southern parts of Pars, smiled at my answer, and 
remarked, “ You will allow that this is a more agreeable 
sight than if the women’s faces were veiled, as tliey are in 
Persia ?” 

“ Yes, yes,” said I; “ 1 sec but one defect; wby is 
there such a large jiroportion of old women ? They at 
least might l)c veiled.” 

” Perhaps,” said he, “ that would be an improvement; 
but in this free country every body has a right to do what 
they like with their own face.” 

* Turkf m I'craian, imjilies Iout» boor, 

Xi 3 
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“ But ha\'e you no means,” said I, “ of getting rid of 
superfluous old women ? It is said of our shah Abbas, 
that he was reduced to the necessity of killing some of his 
old eunuchs, who did not die off fast enough to please 
him.” 

‘‘ Ah,” answered my fiietul laughing, " the death of one 
old woman here under such circumstances would ])roduce a 
rebellion. We have no shah Abbas in this country.” 
He then very kindly volunteered to explain to me many 
things which, from Ins knowledge of our customs, he was 
aware must he new to me. 

He first pointed out one of the king’s sons, a prince 
of the blooil royal, who was walking about in the crowd 
like any other person, talking and being talked to. The 
only mark of distinction which he enjoyed was, that no¬ 
body turned their back upon him if they could hcli> it. 
“ Ah," said 1, “ our shiih zadclm would not be .satisfied 
with that ; they would not come here without a pahnuhiz*, 
and without receiving a handsome jiresent ujion entering 
the door. Does not your prince get any thing for his con¬ 
descension 

“■ Beyond tea and bread and butter,” answ'cred my com¬ 
panion, “ I know of nothing else.” 

^MVonderful!” said 1: “ you arc an incomprehensible 
people; kings and their sons are of no conseiiucnce in this 
country compared to what they are in ours; you would 
make one suiipose that they arc as little thought of by you 
a.s common mortals arc hy our kings and princes.” 

“ Merit,” said my friend, “ merit of wliatsoever kind, 
that is our great Uchtvh ; that is the point to which we all 
pay our adoration.” 

“ And what may the merit of that man be,” said I, 
pointing to one with an eagle’s eye, “ who attracts every 
body’s attention ; and near whose person it scorns to be a 
privilege to approach } He must be a king, at least, if the 
other be a prince.” 

“ You are a man of quick observation,” said my in¬ 
formant ; “ for that person exemplifies what I have just 


Spreading the ground with shawls and rich stuffs. 
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remarked. Tie is no prince ; lie js the greatest conqueror 
of the age — the pacifier of the world — the vanquisher of 
what was esteemed invincible ; though of noble descent, he 
began a soldier’s career, like many a youth before him, 
with nothing but his sword and his heart to carry him 
through life; and h.as raised himself by superior merit 
alone to be the shield and breast-plate of his country, and 
the admiration of nations.” 

“ Hut see,” said 1, “ see, what can he be doing? By 
the beard of Ali! he is pouring nut a cup erf tea for that 
oldest of all old women ! he is performing the office of one 
of our valets ! IV'hat sort of custom is that ?” 

“ 'I'here is no degradation in doing a kind act,” said my 
friend. 

“ No degradation,” exclaimed I, '' for the pacifier of the 
world to be feeding old women ! What words are these ? 
If our Nailir Slnih, whom you will allow was at least 
as great a blood-drinker as this ghazi of yours, did not 
keep up the respect due to him by cutting off at least 
a score of heads per day, he eonhl not sleep <)uiet. TVhat 
would he have thought of your old women ?” 

” Our feelings on that head,” said my companion, “ must 
and ever will remain inconijiatible. But come,” said he, 
“ come and see the dancing—this is new to you, I am 
sure — this will not fail to please you.” 

\Vv proeeeded to where a circle of the most beautiful 
young maidens that the imagination can conceive w'ere 
seriously occupied in varying the ]iosUires and attitudes of 
their persons into every combination of hand and foot, 
whilst young men, each iti their place, were also going 
through a great many contortions, and taking much exer¬ 
cise. 'i'here was a profound decorum observed- If hands 
were touched, it was only by the tips of lingers — glances 
there were tione—no smiles — they danced as dervishes 
might dance ; and evidently it was a serious business. 

My companion was aware that in our countries no one 
danced save those who are hired for that purpose ; and 
therefore he assured me that all those who exhibited them- 
•selvcs here were doing so for their own pleasure. 

“ Not that man surely,” said I, “ whose face bespoke 



pain, wliof^o ft!Ct bespokg tight s,hoeR, and who discovcrcii 
to us the oxci tions he made by the streams tliat poured 
from Ids fat person ?” 

“ At all events lie is not paid for his exertions, whatever 
may lie hi“ motive,” said my friend. “ Onr hired jier. 
formers you w'ill see when you visit a jdace prepared on 
purpose I'or sucli exldbilions.” 

‘‘ IJut what is tile meaning of this.?” said I, observing 
an universal ehange to take place in the dancing ; for much 
as I had remarked the decorum which reigned in the first 
process, so much was T struck hy the want of it in that 
which followed. Men and w'omeii in j'airs, face to face, 
with hands grappling with each other’s persons, were now 
swinging round with heedless velocity ; sometimes rehound- 
ingfroin each other, at others sti iking against riv.il dancers, 
anil making .altogether an exhihilion that I did not conceive 
oould belong to the gravity and propriety w hich otherwise 
■•xisted in the assembly. 

“ ( ustom familiarises us with every thing,” said iny 
communicative friend ; “ this dance is of recent importa¬ 
tion ; it was violently opposed at first ; hut we have a 
certain tyrant among us called ‘ Fashion,’ much more 
despotic than even your king of kings, whose ilecrces are 
more powerful than either reason or sense of propiicty, 
and who, as )on see, overthrows decorum, and makes of 
tis, a nation uatnially inclined to admire every thing that 
improves the dignity of our nature, a nation of frivolous 
and ridiculous imitators.” 

“ Can T believe my eyes?” said I, very abruptly ; “ as 
1 love the blessed Mahomed, there is your grand vizier 
dancing ! ” 

“ Yc.s,” said my friend, coolly; “ W'e all dance; the 
king and all his court dance; the grand vizier, the chan¬ 
cellor of tile exchequer and the treasury, the viziers for 
things without and things within, the commander-in-chief 
and the horse guards, the lords of the admiralty and the 
navy — w'e all dance. 'I’here is no law against our heads 
of the church and our grand muftis dancing ; our young 
clergymen dance, and so do onr young lawyers.” 

“ IJy your own soul, and by the beard of my ancestors, 1 
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swear,” said I, that if our shall was to catch one of Ids 
lizicrs dancing he would s]>oil his sport for tlie future; he 
would j;ive him such a bastinado on the soles of Ids feet 
lliat eveiy toe would ill its turn iciuiiid 1dm of his folly.” 

I perceiied a straupje lool.uip; hin.sh, or “ no beard*;” 
Ids clothes jiasted ti,.;hter to his body than tliose of any 
other mail ))resent, as if he were in the deepest wot; his 
head flattened at the top, and curled out hi hind ; his neck 
stiff, and in his deportment full of notldiyn liul himself. 
Witli.al, he appeared to be a deceiver aed a clicrh-ydo, or 
an oily speaker, a sayer (>f fat tilings. *• \'i lio can that 
peis ina};e be .r” said I to my companion ; “ in onr country 
we should soon te..ch his mincin" feet belter maimeis, and 
he slioidd limp for something.” 

“ That sort of jierson now-a-days we call an cxipdsiti', a 

dandy ; formerly he would have been called a,“ d-d 

buck,” so much does fashion even change our forn.s of 
sjieecli.” 

“ Diiiiihiik. Daiiiliuk !” said I, doublingly; “ this must 
then he a descendant of one of the old uukuovvns — of one 
before the flood — a iiwisit, or flat-head. How odd it is 
that our languages should he .so nearly allied.” 

How r” said my companion, not understanding me ; 
“ he is the modern of moderns ; there is not a jot of 
antiquity about him.” 

“ Ha, then," said I, “ you have not read our history. 
Diimhiik, according to our tarilclin, or histoiies, was a flat¬ 
headed man, a descendant of a king of the ante-Adaniites.t 
Now', have you understood ?” 

My friend laughed, and said, “ A capital joke, by 
heavens ! ” and soon left me to repeat it to his friends. 

During all this conversation 1 had lost sight of my am¬ 
bassador, w hom I discovered, shortly after, surrounded by 
many IJinnum.s, who seemed to be making a strict scrutiny 
of his dress ; but he was entirely absorbed in the charms of 
one young person, whom he had successfully seated next 

* Yttuthfi, p.'irtirnlarly ofTommatp-lnoliMig youths, arc so called. 

+ Aimiiifftlic K.istt rns, to .sav of u man that his vobt became tight to his 
b*Klv, iw a ligur.itivc iihhIi* of’^avnig he put on mourning 

4 !h.‘c d’ilcibelut and Jlichardson. 
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to him, and upon whose splendid attractions he gazed with 
all the intensencbs of a majnoiin. I kept at a humble dis¬ 
tance, for after all I was only like Saadi’s bit of clay, wdiich 
derived its scent from its connection w'ith tin- rose; and 
although I should have enjoyed a nearer acquaintance with 
some of the bewitching eyes which surrounded me, yet 
dreading the jealous disposition of my chief, I determined 
for the present to hide myself behind the veil of in¬ 
significancy. 

When the hour of departure was come, which was about 
the time of our morning prayer, 1 took leave of my friend, 
and wishing that his frieiidsliij) for me might never be 
less, I accompanied the ambassador to the carriage. 


CHAPTER IV. 


or THF AMBASSADOR JN l.OVE. HE GOES TO TIIK Ol'KRA, THE 

ri.A^, AND LONGS TO KlliNAP A CLOWN FOR 'IHE CSL OF Ills 
SHAH. 


'When we were in the carriage, the ambassador, unable to 
contain his emotions, exclaimed to me aloud, — 

“ Ah, Hajji, by your beard, my heart is gone ! my sold 
is become roast meat! Did you ever see sncli eyes, such 
teeth, such hair ? Her skin is so exquisitely fine that one 
might trace the colour of the wine through it in its passage 
down her tliroat No Georgian maid that was ever yet 
born vrould be worthy of holding her shoes. Rut what use 
is there in my feelings? IVT- arc Persians ; and these in¬ 
fidels would not give us their daughters, even if we should 
consent to shave off our beards and wear a hat. What is 
to he done? Ah, Ilajji, speak.” 

“ What can I say, () ambassador?” I anstvered. “ In 
truth she is a beautiful creature. By what good luck did 
you discover her ? ” 
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“ She is the same,” said he, whose eyes met mine on 
the day I went to tlic great assembly of tlie king and his 
lords ; and this evening, as soon as 1 saw her, it was evi¬ 
dent that wo were one, for our eyes met again. Her mo¬ 
ther hrouglit her to me, and love since then has taken seat 
in my heart. What is to he done ? ” 

“ We must make some verses upon her,” saitl I. “ Such 
a thing without poetry can never be." 

“ llutj indeed,” said the ambassador, “ 1 did say plenty 
of enraptured tilings to her in verse 1 hut who could un- 
derstaml me? ”1’is true, the mehmandar endeavoured to 
interpret my expressions, hut instead of sol'tening her 
heart, she, her mother, and those around us, only laughed, 
and asked me to write down what 1 had said.” 

‘‘ And what did you say ?” 

“ I recited that .charming ode of Ilafiz, which begins,— 

* <) Zpjdijrl ffc) say 1<> that ti-ndpr fawn. 

Why have you diivon uti to tho desorts ami the mountains ? ”* 

“ If her heart was not won by that,” stiid I, “ it is not 
to 1 k' won at all. Then you invist send her presents ; some 
shawls — paint for her eyes — turquoises, to increase your 
luck. You must write her a letter in red ink.” 

" Ah !" said the ambassador, as he steiqied out of the 
eariiage, “ this is a dangerous country for a Mussulman. 
The lyes of the women are without ])ity : they slay right 
and li'fl ; and the customs of the nation are so seductive, 
that all we have to ilo is to put our trust in .Mlah.” 

From this time forwards the ambassador never took me, 
nor any of his suite, to the assemblies of the Knglish. 
M'hether he feared that we should be spies upon his ac¬ 
tions, and repeat to our shah, to his prejudice, the influence 
which the manners and customs of the intidels had ac¬ 
quired over him. or whether he apprehended that wc might 
become his rivals in the conquests which he flattered him¬ 
self his own personal attractions might make over the world 
of houris which hail opened to his view, none of us ever 
discovereil ; but he went abroad for the future accompanied 
by the mehmandar only, whilst we remained at home, 
counting our beads. 
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However, when it suited his dignity that liis suite should 
attend u])on lum, then wo shared liis |d<‘asiMes. Ho wont 
occasionally to the groat sliow-housos, jtomo of which arc 
royal tstablishments, and of wliich there wore many in the 
city, and then he took us with liiin, although iMidiainod 
Beg, who was daily trying how to keep to the ordinances of 
our faith, usually endcavouretl to remain at homo. 

T[io ambassador’s principal place of public resort was a 
house litte.l up for no other pur|iosos than nmsic and 
daticing. 'I’he first night of our ap])oarance there (although 
we hatl been warned by the mehmandar that wo should sec 
marvellous sights) was, indeed, a night of wonderment. 
The ambassador was inserted into a small cell, like a bee 
in a honeycomb, from whence the sight which hurst ujton 
him was such that words cannot describe, ami tvluch no 
Persian, who had not seen it, tould ever he niiide to com¬ 
prehend. In every ]>art of an immense house, more spacious 
than one of our largest mosques, in cells similtir to that of 
the ambassador’s, were seated men and women openly, and 
without the shadow of concealment; below was a sea of 
heads ; the whole place was lighted up by lamps and can¬ 
dles, more numerous than the most splendid fire e.vhibition 
ever given at the court of the shah, 'file music to us was 
incomjtrehensihle ; thousands of instruments ])roduced a 
confusion of sounds, which seemed perfect heaven to the 
English, but which to us were new and astounding. We 
longeil to give them a specimen of what otir ])layers of the 
kamoiiriclia could do, and to treat them to a crash of the 
shah’s iialmra Ichaneh, his bratten trumpets, his heart¬ 
stirring drums. Of a sudden an immense curtain drew 
up, and straight we saw a succession of sights that no pen 
can describe. First came a tragical story, which nearly 
set us crying; and then feats of dancing, the wonders of 
which no person could ever conceive, not even in his 
dream. The story was chanted from beginning to end ; 
and certainly if the voices wc heard, both from men and 
women, had been tutored to sing our songs, and had they 
performed before our shah, he would have fallen from his 
throne in a trance of delight. As for the dancing, it was 
in every respect so astonishing, that opinions were strongly 
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ilividfil botwpon us, wliudicr those who danced w'crc live 
figures or autoiiiatoiis. We talked much upon this subject, 
and many of us would not be convinced that our senses 
were not deceiving us, when a good-natured Frank oflcre<l 
to clear up the ditiicnlty. lie touducted two of us through 
many long, narrow, and crooked j)assages to the very sj)ot 
where the dancers were jicrfonning ; and there, indeed, he 
liFeettially convinced us that what we had seen at a dis- 
frtiK'e weie real nicti and nonien. And to our surprise we 
found, that the (//ns .anil pc/v'.s- who had been flitting about 
weie noLhiiig hut painted mortals, which, wlten closely iu- 
s])oefed, IcoKcd moic like demons tlian the iidiahitants ot 
p-aiadise. 

There was a nul l of science wdio freijnented the .nnljas- 
s.iiioi at the ojH ia, aui! who did not cease ext.illine the 
heantifu! r.iii.s of the Fuiojiean singers. ”l'is true, few 
of them V. e e iOngli l., hut we were tiled of etcin.dly heai- 
ing el j::. .is if they stood alone in tile 

uoihl.iiiii! I’s n' Me loiild not boast ot oiir singers and inu- 
s'ci.ois tiM. .Vl Is niith, one night, when the ainha.ssa'lor 
h.i.l h.a l l.is soul ihied iiji liy these constant jiraises. lie 
s.od,— “ 'i Oil ni.iy till, sir, as long as you please of your 
' ehoejs, and loiir Tiini/anis ; hut, jierh.aps, you have 
oiie; lei.i'l o.' oiir Jlurhnt* , he, indeed, ivas a singi'r ! ” 

Till. airh..ss.u!or eoi'tiiiued to frcipicnt this place, until, 
oiii. ii’.ght, l,e ioinid that an attempt was made to represent 
t ts own coitnlrynien,.which he fancied, was a slight nppn 
him elf. lie assuud us, that not only Iniil they niiidc the 
-A.mIuiii of tile I'nivcrsc dance, and brought forth his whole 
harem iinveih d to do the s.ame, hot that they had liad the 
•ludaiity t > git iiji a pii.v i/e tltii.t, as they called it, between 
I'l r l.'es.si d I’ropiici, ,ind a (juccii of the Fr.mks. After 
dns. the nndiassador hecanic shy of this eiilcrtainment, hut 
! e oicasiouailv went to iitli'T theatris. These show-houses, 
llw inlenoi maginficenee of which surjiasses every thing 
llu.l we had heard or lead of. even of the palaces of forty 
pili.iis of .fe.’.e.heed, and the seven |>aradisesof liaharam, are 
ih.' nigl tl) icsort of the Ihigli.sh people. *' lu the name of 

'' '“lut ^v I' .1 ■ 1 iiDiis ma'ifr f>l msjsu- ff> Kliosru I’arvis, kitin' of Persia, 
M. \ ■ .iitiiii ii. tit Ikitbita.i, itu H.il iiistiument 
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Allah!" we exclaimed, “ the English must he the most 
idle nation under the sun. The fetes of our JVo Horn, die 
celebration of the death of Imam Hussein, and some other 
of our annual festivals, are sufficient for the recreation of 
tlie people of Iran ; but here amusement is unceasing, and 
every day with them seems to be the beginning of a new 
year.” 

The first night of our appearance at a great show-house, 
we .saw the representation of a story, well calculated to ex¬ 
cite our feelings. Although we did not understand what 
was said, yet the acting was sufficient. An old shah, 
white and decrepit with age, w'as thrust from his kingtlom 
by his own children, and driven to the utmost verge of 
desperation. IVe all shed tears, reflecting what might be 
the fiite of our bles.sed shah in his ohl age, beset as he is 
with such a numerous and hostile family of sons. We 
eagerly enquired from the mehmandar how it was possible 
to get one so old to personify the character, when, almost 
immediately after, a young and handsome man came to 
pay his respects to Mirza Firouz, and was introduced as 
the unfortunate king who had just been driven from his 
kingdom. AVc could scarcely restrain ourselves from 
touching him, as, with one voice, we all exclaimed, “ La 
iUaha ilhilliih!” He seemeil quite delighted with our 
astonishment, and assured the ambassador that his appro, 
bation was the greatest eulogium which could be passed 
upon his performance. 

I'o this heart-rending amusement succeeded more buf. 
fooncry than ever was performed or conceived by our most 
renow'iied hitU's, or mountebanks. The famous jester of 
Shah Abbas was a mere child to the one whom we saw 
here. The convulsive laughter of the ambassador, and the 
involuntary wagging of all our beards, produced by his 
inimitable acting, must have been a source of considerable 
congratulation to him. He had a mouth which opened 
and shut to any dimensions; limbs which seemed to belong 
to his neighbour as much as to himself; and a body en¬ 
tirely flexible. The ambassador immediately conceived a 
plan of enticing this man to Persia; he felt sure that the 
best present wltich he could ofier to the shah on his return 
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would be a luti of this descrijjtion. His own influence 
would thus be eflectually secured ; and with so powerful 
an instrument in hand he felt that he might baffle every 
machination which the grand vizier, his open and avowed 
enemy, might plot for his destruction. But when he was 
informed by the mehmandar of the enormous sums actors 
of reputation are sure to realise in England, his plan fell 
to the ground. 

We stared with astonishment when we heard that this 
buffoon was paid more than the shah’s chief executioner ; 
that the man who had acted the old king never failed to 
receive a greater sum annually than our grand vizier; 
and that the revenue of the first w'oman singer at the opera 
exceeded that of many of the king's sons. 

“ JJcroufih, (lerongh! a lie, a lie!” was immediately 
heard from each of us ; but when we saw into what a rage 
this word inevitably threw the mehmandar, and, indeed, 
every Englishman to whom it was adilressed, we put the 
finger of suspense on our lips, and only renewed the ex¬ 
pressions of our mutual conviction w'licn we were alone; 
asserting that such unheard-of expenditure, for objects in 
themselves so frivolous, could only be the act of a nation 
of fools, and not of the wise and calculating people among 
whom we were living. 


CHAPTER V. 

IHJJI AND Ills eiirtr loeiN to taik enoush.—the ameas- 
.SADlia makes a AllSTAKE, AND GETS INTO A DILEMMA. 

1 BEi.'AN now to make myself tolerably well understood in 
the English language, "fis true that I was very often in. 
comprehensible; and many words which I had picked up 
from my fiiends on board ship 1 soon found were none 
of the most refined, and did not pass current at court. 
The ambassador, too, ventured in great measure to free 
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himself from the tutorage of the mehmanclar, and to speak 
for himself. He had more opportunities than I of exer¬ 
cising his knowledge, and occasionally got into difficulties 
by too great confidence in his own powers. 

An inst.anee of this occurred which is worth recording. 
He, as usual, had been to an evening assembly, when on 
the following morning he called for me in a great hurry. 

“ For the sake of Ali," said he, “ bring me iimnediately 
that vocabulary of English words which the fnu^uol, that 
over-ofticious person, on lioard the last ship taught us. I 
am in the greatest fear tiiat 1 have made some terrible 
mistake, and that the designing wretch has purposely mis¬ 
led us. Should he have marie me draw a dog’s akin* over 
my face, walhili, liillalt, Uilloli! by Allah, 1 ’ll drag his 
liver through every hole in his body.” 

I brought it to him without delay, and then in gieat 
anxiety he ran over the words, written, for the sake of 
iietl' r pronunciation, hi our own character. 

I am right,” said he, half exulting, half mortified ; 

and if 1 am liglit, tlien Unit baiiki'U]it lieutenant has 
kmglied at my heanl. I'iease Ailaii, 1'll burn his iallier 
if ever 1 catch him. He lias disgraced me Indoie the 
worlil.” 

“ How was it ?” said I : “ |icihapB it is not so had as 
as you imagine.” 

“ 1 was in conversation with a lady last niglit,” said lie; 
“ a lady of liigti consiileratK'n ; a wife of one of the tnn- 
nthu, and one wiiose good o[iiiiion 1 am anxious to secure 
for many reasons, She was very inquisitive ehout our 
customs, and asked m.my jiai titular ipiestions coiiceniiiig 
the general appearance and domestic haliits of our women. 
‘ And now tel! me,’ said .she, ‘ what sort of a woman may 
your wife be ? ’ ” 

“ * Very gtmJ 'rife, miumi' said I, in English. 

*' ‘ l!ut what sort oi’ a person has she i is she tali or 
short ? ’ 

• ‘ I Vi'rii i/wd /icrson, rna'am ; titik' nhort, but Kuhl H'ur 
cypresK trie,' said 1. 


Tills la one of tin* moiU*-' of cxpiebsiug an act ot uidcceiicj’ 
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“ ‘ What soit of eyt’s has she ?’ 

“ ‘ Very yii<i<l eyes,’ said I ; ‘ as Mg as that,' touching th.e 
tip of iny llnmd) with the tip of my fore-flnger. 

“ ' W'liat soil of moutli ? what sort of teeth ?’ 

“ ‘ Very yaod iiioulli, ve'^y good teeth, ma'am. Teeth like 
inurwari, pearl.’ 

“ 1 tlieii endeavoured to explain to her as well as 1 could 
every other particular which site seemed anxious to know ; 
(mt in giving an account of tl»o dress of our women, aiWl its 
different articles, 1 made use of some words which were 
eitlicr ridiculous, or initecorous, for when they had struck 
her ear, I immediately perceived that I had eaten some¬ 
thing very tilthy. She dhl not apj)ear angry, but sur¬ 
prised, abashed, and amused ; whilst I lookid like an ass, 
a twice-dotted ass.* 1 streamed at every pore. I wisheil 
myself at the hottort of the sea. I felt that 1 was less 
than a dog ; less even than a I’rangi dog; aud my misery, 
instead of subsiding, only increased, when I perceived my 
hhamem nnhnrdcniug her astonishment to her sister, in a 
manner which seemed to produce much extravagant merri¬ 
ment, and which left me looking more like a fool than 
»ver. It was evident that in a quarter of an hour every 
woman in the room must have been made acquainted with 
my mistake ; and no doubt by this time there is neither 
man, woman, nor child in the city who is not holding me 
up to ridicule !” 

“ Hut is there any thing so infamous.” said 1. “ in 
saying that in English which in Persian is a coimnon ex- 
jiression 'f ’ 

“ Ah !” said the ambassador, “ you do not know the 
English so well as I. They are greater laugheis at beards 
than we ourselves; and although we are total strangers to 
their manners, yet if they discover the least deviation from 
them, thfy remark it with the most pitiless precision. It 
was but the other day that 1 was indulging myself in a 
stretch and a yawn after a long dinner, when I perceived 
that the eyes of all tlie company were upon me with looks 

* Khur }h’ tvahttiJ, aii ass with an accent. Tashdid denotes the accent which 
doublea a letter. 

M 
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of amazement. Had 1 eaten of tlic unclean beast, they 
could not have stared more.” 

At this moment the mehraandar oame in, and wc imme¬ 
diately referred to him for the real value of the words 
which the ambassador had used. 

He looked vastly amused when the whole circumstance 
was laid licforc him ; and said, “ The words are, without 
doi^t, some of the coarsest of which our language can 
boast, and you must have jricked them uji on ship-board, 
or from some low-brod persons in the streets.” 

The ambassador then explained that the whole blame 
lay with his unsainled teacher, the lieutenant. Still he 
was anxious to clear himself from the imputation of ill 
manners, and asked whether there were any dictionaries in 
the English language to wliich he could refer, “ for,” said 
he, “ if the words are there, 1 am safe.” The mehmandar 
talked much of a certain tiling called h'ashion, which made 
some words proper, and others the contrary. He then 
said, “ 1 will look at the dictionary which is e.stcemed the 
standard in our language," and immediatedy fetched a 
volmnc from among his books, written by one Johnson, 
who it seems is the KawiU * of England. On turning to 
the proper page, to the inconceivable delight of the ambas¬ 
sador, the obnoxious words were found. This greatly 
quieted his apprehensions, and he longed, in self-jiistihca- 
tioii, to send .in explanatoiy note to his friend, the khaimni; 
when the mehmandar assured him that the lady had good 
sense enough to perceive that his mistake was quite invo¬ 
luntary. “ It will only put her to the necessity,” said he, 

of answering your note ; whereas, she very hkely would 
wish to be supposed ignorant of the whole transaction.” 

“ Strange things do I hear,” said the ambassadjy^: “ we. 
in Persia, w'hom you know are very particular in covering 
our speech with the veil of decency, even we are not so re¬ 
fined as this.” 

“ Ah 1” said tlie mehmandar, “ no refinement can ap¬ 
proach that which is now expected from the well-bred in 
England. Ingenuity is at work daily in inventing new 

* A cph’brati'd Arabic dictionary, so called, compiled and abiidged, as it m 
said, irom anoUier m sixty-hve volumes. 
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worils for those which not very tong ago used to pass as 
perfoclly admissible.” 

“ And, in the name of the Prophet,” said the ambassa¬ 
dor, “ let me ask, since you are so extremely particular, 
which is the most aj>]>roved manner amongst you for cloak¬ 
ing the word wife ?' ” 

“ APe have no cloak for that word,” said the meh- 
mandar; “ there can he no indecency in using the word 
‘ wife.’ ” 

“ There,” remarked our chief, “ the feelings of the two 
countries are completely at variance. We esteem that 
ilcsignation as very improper. No one ventures to ask 
another after his wife. Tight of my eyes!” exclaimed he, 
“ don’t you see what a thousand improper allu.sions are 
implied in that wonlNo, we enquire after each other’s 
houses, instead of coarsely asking, without any disguise, 
as you do here, how does your wife ? we say, and then 
always with a certain degree of mystery, how is it with 
your house } ” 

” 'J'hat may he very convenient,” said the mehmandar, 
“ when the enquiry embraces an indefinite number of 
wires ; hut here, as we have only one at a time, such a 
sweeping expression i.s unnecessary.” 

“ Again,” said the ambassador, “ allow that nothing 
can be more ])ropcr and refined than the word bismillah*. 
which we repeat before we begin any action: it appears to 
sanctify it, and to propitiate its success. If it were known 
that you never use it, my countrymen would class you with 
the Curds, whom they call shaitan bacheh, childien of the 
devil, because they never pronounce the bismillah ; parti¬ 
cularly on certain important occasions, when every good 
Mussulman never fails saying it.” 

“ lixclamations of so serious a nature,” said the meh¬ 
mandar, “ lose their value, and become improper when 
used upon every common occasion. As, for instance, what 
can be so absurd as that cry so common in the streets of 
'fehran, ‘ Cucumbers ! cucumbers! in the name of the 
blessed Imam, cucumbers!’ " 


* In the name of God. 
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" And wliat can be-more preposterous,” returned the 
ambassador, with much animation, “ than your ])assinc: one 
universal curse over every thing that comes in your mind. 
On hoard your shij)s every thing is either ‘ dam good,’ or 
‘ dam bad !’ It was eitlier ‘ dam fine sliip,’ or ‘ dam bad 
ship!’ You call one lady ‘dam pretty to another yon 
say, ‘ dam ugly fellow I ’ ’’ 

To this the mehmandar could say nothing. 

This conversation being ended, the ambassador deter¬ 
mined forthwith to procure a master who should instruct 
him in the English language, “ lest,” said be, “ by making 
more mistakes, we leave a bad name behind.” 1 also, in 
conformity to the commands of the shah, assiduously re¬ 
newed the study of it, in order that I might be able to 
make a translation of all the books in that language. 

There was another Frank dialect to which our thoughts 
were turned, for we had beim fie<iucntiy asked by our 
friend, the khan, who took us for tire-worshippers, whether 
it was taught in our schools : he calletl it Latin. 

“ Latin !” said tlie ambassador, “ what have we to do 
with Latin ? we never heard of sutdi a language.” 

“ It is taught in all our schools and colleges,” said the 
khan. “ Nobody can get on in the wmrld without Latin.” 

“ Our monarchy has existed ever since the days of Jem- 
shectl and Noushirvan without Latin,” saiil the Mirza ; 
“our F^th Ali Shah is a great king without Latin, and we 
hope to burn the fathers of the Russians without Latin ; 
after that, of what use can it be to us” 

“ If you are ignorant of Latin,” said the khan, in 
amazement, “ perhaps you can talk French, or Italian ? 
they are universal tongues.” 

“ No,’’ said the ambassador, “ neither ‘French nor 
Italian. I sujtpose,” added he, smiling, “ your Lordship 
talks both Turkish and Arabic ? ’’ 

“ No,” said the khan, “ <|uotations in cither of those 
languages are not expected in I’arliament; tlicreforc nobody 
learns tliem. Whenever you get a House of Commons in 
Persia you must learn Latin.” 

“ Yes,” said the Mirza, “ bashed, so Ite it; we will w'ait 
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till then.” For ever after, we never called our friend, the 
English khan, by any other name than Latini goo, or the 
Latin.monger. 


CHAPTER VI. 

FNCr.ISH WOMVN VISIT THE AMIIASSADOR.-HE RHEiVES LETTERS 

I’ROM I'ERSIA. -HE GETS INTO AN UNEXTECTU) SCRATE. 

We had now been several months in England, and little hy 
little began to adojit many of the customs of the infidels. 
When two of us walked out together, instead of holding each 
other’s hands as in our own country, we jtroeeeded arm in 
, arm; moreover we made no scruple occasionally to be seen 
in a similar predicament with a woman. 'J'he ambassa¬ 
dor’s carpet spreader, barber, and grooms, were frequently 
met in the streets escorting the maids belongitig to our 
establishment. AVe ceased eating with our fingers ; we 
rlrank beer like Christians, and it was irksome to sit even 
for half an hour on the ground with our legs bent under 
us. Mohamed Beg was the only one who adhered to our 
own customs, and who was ever exhorting us to follow 
his exainple. 

Mirza Firouz him.sclf had made such progress in the 
good-will and affection of the natives that the gate of his 
bouse was continually thronged by them, 'i'he women in 
])artieular came in crowds ; sometimes in comjtany of their 
husbands and brothers, at others in .separate bodies; some¬ 
times by twos and threes, and occasionally entirely alone. 
They came without fear or shame; many who, without 
even knowing the ambassador, thought it quite sufficient to 
ask for the Circassian, and walked up our stairs as tliey 
would to .a show-house. They certainly took lilierties with 
us which they would not dare to do with their own eountry- 
M 3 
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men, taking; us no doubt for animals from the mountains, 
and looking at us as they would at wild beasts. The am¬ 
bassador, however, who was as sharp-sighted as a lynx, 
did not allow such advantages to remain fallow. He 
became friends with most of the celebrated beauties. He 
had brought a large stock of shawls, and other precious 
commodities, purposely for presents, which sensibly dimi¬ 
nished in proportion as his friendships increased. He 
criticised the brilliancy of eyes, thclx'auties of complexion, 
the smallness of feet, the circumference of waists, and fra¬ 
grance of the breath of his acquaintance, with as much 
quickness as the most experienced of the Hngli.sh kaxhengs, 
or exquisites. He professed to be really in love with the 
first object who had attracted his admiration, but in fact 
his heart generally remained in possession of the last pair 
of bright eyes which had shed their lustre upon him. In 
love with himself, and in love with those around him, he 
passed a life which one of the faithful in paradise might 
have envied. In short, his spirits were always wound up, 
and his brain overflowed with sanity. 

But as our «heikh wisely saith, ‘‘ What rose-bush can 
always be green, or what rotundity is there which will not 
occasionally be blighted with leanness.'*” In the midst of 
all this pros])erity, a despatch arrived one morning from the 
foot of the throne of our king of kings, dated from the im¬ 
perial stirrup, which gave the ambassador serious matter 
for cogitation. As fast as he unrolled the numerous letters 
addressed to him, so did he give us a notion of their con¬ 
tents by his exclamations. 

So that bankrupt pacha of Arz Roum has been lodg¬ 
ing a comjilaint against me,” said he aloud, “ for having 
cut oft" my shatir’s ears! May his liver become water! 
InshatUih ! I will make him look less than a dog when 1 
return. And that old fox, Mirza Sheffi, has not lost this 
opportunity of making the shah’s face turn upon me ; back 
luck attend his ancestry ! Let me but once get the free 
use of my tongue before the shah, we will see who of us 
will stand the tallest. With all his cunning, I will out¬ 
talk him and all his clan ! Ah !” said he, turning over 
his letters, “ at length 1 have found one from my house.” 
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lie hastened to open a mnifii feh, a. small note enclosed in a 
larger letter, which evidently was from the khanum, his 
wife. As he read, he became much agitated; his nostrils 
dilated, and his beard spread itself out. Although he 
would willingly have kej)t his feelings secret, yet they were 
too strong for him, and he broke out thus W'ould that 
the (Urcassian, her father and mother, and all her tril^ 
were at the Iwttom of the sea, before I had seen her ! 
AV onilerful asb(;s have fallen on my head ! So 1 ’ra not 
counted one amongst mankind in my own family, for hav¬ 
ing taken her into my household ! I am to he called a 
7iamcrd! a ‘no man,’ and 1 know not what else. Alter 
all, when she returns to Tehran, she will bo an accom¬ 
plished person, and the khanum will possess a slave such 
as no other wife in I’crsia possesses. Ah!” said he, “my 
existence is turned into bitterness with this harem gossip ! 
IV’hat is to be donc.^ Ay, Mahboob!” speaking to his 
confidential black slave, “ we ’ll send her back forthwith, 
and my soul will he free !” 'I'hcn taking the collar of his 
coat in his hand, he shook it well. 

lie continuetl to talk long niion the subjects contained 
in his letters: at one time reviling the prime minister, and 
praising the shah ; at another holding himself ill used by 
the shah, and praising himself; then lanching forth against 
his own wife and her relations; then bewailing his fate at 
being thrown thus far from his home, among infidels; and 
again in unbounded terms jiraising the excellence of those 
infidels, their honesty, their good faith, and uttering a 
fervid wish that he might pass his life amongst them. All 
this, we knew, was produced by the excitement of the 
moment; for when he came to his own sober reason, he 
was quick-sighted enough to look upon the decrees of fate 
as inevitable, and to bend to a necessity which no human 
agency can avert. 

As the business of the day proccetled, we had almost 
forgotten our letters; and subjects, which in our country 
would have produced conversation for a month, here were 
almost immediately wiped from our memories by the active 
and busy life common to an existence among Franks. The 
ambassador had learned to be extremely interested in cer- 
M 4 



1 , 1 -I p i l.'i! papers vvliieh were issued every morning fo 
l!;e ),u!il!i, because srarcely a day jmssed without his find¬ 
ing the most minute transactions of his own life therein 
recorded. “ Now let us sec,” sai<l he, “ what these 
cowardly publishers of lies will say of me to-day ? I shall 
have the eonleiits of my letters brought before me; and no 
doubt they will tel! me that the shah is preparing the filok, 
the bastinado, for me at my return.” Towards the close 
of the day, hoever, there did occur a circumstance which 
was in fact noticed by the he-telleis, although nothing 
came from it save much jiersonal fear to the ambassador, 
and some amusement to the lookers-on. 

About our time of going to rest, we heard a strange 
commotion in the ambass.ador’s dewan khdueh, or hall of 
auilience. Knocks, stain])s, loud voices becatne incessant, 
and they increased to an alarming pitch, tjuite sufficient to 
he lieard in the neighbouring houses. Striving to gtiin 
admittance, I just caught a glimitse of the shah’s represent¬ 
ative, without either cap or coat, ajiparently in a very 
confused state. lie shut the door u])on me wdth violence. 
The mehmandar, who happened to be in the house, also 
hastened to know what was the matter ; hut finding that 
no entrance into the scene of action w.as allowed, we re¬ 
treated. The noise still continued, and our ajijirehensions 
increased. At length Mahboob, the ambass.idor’s slave, 
came down in gieat trepidation to the mehmtmdar, entreat¬ 
ing him for the love of Allah to go to his assistance. I 
accompanied the mehmandar into the dewiu Irhanch, and 
there the first thing we saw was a well-dressed lady 
stretched upon the sofa, and a younger one standing by 
her side, weeping. The mehmandar enquired the reason 
of this extraordinary scene The laily stared at him for 
some time, hut would give no answer; the other only 
sobbed. At length the jirincipal person, who jirctended to 
take .the mehmandar for the ambassador, roared out, “ Do 
you take me for a fool, not to see through your trick? 
You have gone and shaved your heard off, and now want 
to frighten me by assuming a new character. But 1 will 
not go. Nothing shall force me from this .sjiot.” T.'pon 
which the mehmandar, who was acquainted vtith the man- 
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Tiers of liis country, told her tliat if she did not imincdiatelv 
take her deiiarture, he wotild call the night-watch and eject 
her by force. Seeing she could do nothing more, she flung 
herself out of the house, followed by her handmaid; and 
so ended a scene worthy of the Thousand and One Nights. 

Our chief load made a rapid retreat to his lied-room, and 
we saw nothing of him till the next morning, when, with 
the greatest good humour, and not without some confusion, 
he gave us the following acconntof this strange adventure:— 

“ After J had read my letters, T mounted my horse and 
rode into the I’ark. I was in deep thought upon their 
contents, and was looking neither right nor left, when I 
was sto])ped by a servant, who, jioiuting to two women on 
foot, said that a lady would be glad to speak to me. I 
made my bow to the eldest of the two, who, without shame 
or hesitation jiaid me many fine compliments, and told me 
that she would be very hapjiy to make me an evening visit. 
‘There is no harm in that,’said 1. ‘ Jiinmii/nh in the 

name of .Allah, come.’ She assented, and 1 took my 
leave. I ihonght but little of this adventure at the time ; 
but J reinaiked that she was not like an Knglishwoman, 
having the dark features of an Asiatic ; and that she was 
neither young nor handsome. Owing to the ancient cus. 
tom which we adopt in Persia of leaving our door open to 
all comers, J did not hesitate in admitting her. She came, 
accompanied by a young person, who might be her maid, 
or her companion, for anght 1 knew'; at all events she was 
her inferior in rank, though not in beauty, for she was 
surprisingly handsome. I did not exactly know how to 
behave to such visiters. The woman said much that 1 did 
not undeistand ; hut I discoveied that she was not an 
Knglishwoman, but a Portuguese. The interview was 
becoming very dull. I did as 1 would have done in my 
own country under such circumstances: I ordered fruit 
and wine to be placed before us; but tired of my madam, 

I addressed myself to the young beauty. My attentions, 

I soon perceived, were misplaced. The young one betrayed 
fear, the older jealousy — a storm impended — the Portu¬ 
guese looked black and portentous. 1 had frequently wit¬ 
nessed the elfects of jealousy in our harems, but had never 
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seen it carried to tlic jutcli I saw it now. The woman 
stormed and raved. Up went one arm, down went the 
other. She followed me round the room ; she heat me; 
she knocked my cap off my he.id ; she tore my niha to hits. 
‘ 'J’here is but one Allah !’ 1 exclaimecl, in the extremity 
of my fear. 1 was totally at a loss to know what she 
wanted, or what could pacify her. I offered her money; 
she took it from me, and threw it at the great mirrors 
which hung about the room. The young girl in the mean 
while was sobbing aloud. ,\t length, tired of this horrid 
state, I escaped from her, and locked myself up in my 
bed-room. You know the rest. For the love of Allah, 
now tell me who this strange woman could ])ossibly be ? 
It appeared to me that she was a klimiuni. Her well- 
dressed servant, her own dress, her attendant, all bespoke 
her a person above the common ranks ; but such jealousy 
as hers, such blows as she inflicted, by my beard, I think 
could only belong to the xhmttm in ))erson.” 

The mehmandar was as much juizzled as ourselves how 
to account for what had hai)i)ened. Fie warned the am¬ 
bassador against receiving into his house persons who were 
not ])roperly introduced to him ; remaiking, that London 
was not like lsj)ahan, where every individual was more or 
less known, but that it was an immense receptacle for all 
sorts of characters, multitudes of whom lived by dishonest 
means ; and such very probably was the lady in question. 
In short, he hinted that she was nothing more nor leas than 
a foreign jufjaf. • 

“ But,” said the ambassador, “ those bankrupt lie-tellers 
will immediately publish to the world that I was heating 
my Circassian slave; and in addition to the other lies told 
of me, I shall be looked iiiion as a monster of cruelty. 
What is to be done }■ By the blessed Ali, I will send her 
to my house at Tehran, and then my soul will be free!” 

Upon this determination we parted. 


* A courtezan. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

or ENOLISH Lirs. -IIAJJ! BABA MAKES A NFW ACQUAINTAKCE. 

— HE IIESCRIBES THE HOOC FAMILY. 

This event was soon forgotten, and the ambassador, fol¬ 
lowing his own pleasures, 'lived almost exelusively with the 
infidels, and abandoned his suite, I amongst the number, 
entirely to our owm pursuits. Whatever may be said of 
the jiropcnsily of Persians to lying, we found out that a 
system of deceit was carried on in England which ex¬ 
ceeded any thing that we could boast of in Persia. Scarcely 
a day passed but the ambassador was asked to lend his 
name to the extension of a great lie. One man pressed 
upon him the acceptance of a coach-whip, and immediately 
he inscribed u])on his shop, in large letters, “ Coachmaker 
to the shah of Persia.” On another occasion Muhamed 
lleg and I were walking quietly along the streets, inspect¬ 
ing the shops, when a person in an apron stepped up to us 
with great iiumility, and invited us into his house. He 
was a maker of leather breeches; he insisted upon measur¬ 
ing each of us for a pair. In vain we told him it was not 
Uie custom of our country to wear leather breeches; such 
a garment was unknown in Iran. Nothing would satisfy 
him ; he persuaded us to accede to his wishes, ^nd mea¬ 
sured we were. We afterwards heard that his object in 
doing this was to write up, “ Leather breeches maker to the 
prophet Mahomed.” This was evidently done to laugh at 
our beards, nor do we think that any one in his senses 
could have invented such blasphemy, until we were assured 
that there was a well-known shop, situated in the most 
frequented part of London, where the existence of a God 
was openly denied ; where the Christian religion was called 
a cheat; and where all sorts of blasphemy might be bought 
at so much the miscal. * 


I'wcnty-fuur grams make one miscal. 
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One of the princij)al i)efseeutions which tlic ambassador 
underwent was from the theatres and sliow-liouses. In 
order to attract a crowd, they constantly invited Iiim to 
attend their jierformances, announced his appearance in 
large printed characters all over the city, and at the same 
time jmblished the falsehood, that he had named and 
ordered the play to he acted. Ilow could he, when he 
had scarcely got through the first leaves of an Knglish 
spelling book ? However, when he was sorely pressed, he 
generally sent me to the theatre to jiersonate him, and ap¬ 
pointed one of our English servants to pass for the meh- 
ntandar. If was at one of these (daces, at a theatre called 
Horse (Ijiera, where 1 was taking U|)on myself the airs of 
my master, pulling U)) my whiskers, ami looking u|)on 
every one (rresent from the heights of my condescension, 
that 1 got acquainted with a large English family, consist¬ 
ing of an amazing fat father, and of a very lean mother, 
with their son and three daughters. 

They were seated in a box next to mitie, and my elbow 
occasionally touched one of the younger daughters. This 
brought on looks, smirks, and an indication of desire to 
get acquainted. At length the mother, leaning over to her 
daughter, said, “ Pre.sent his excellency with an orange.” 
JUpon which, blushing through an amazing (itiir of red 
cheeks, she hesitatingly held out her band with the fruit. 
A compliment so entirely I’ersian, and so indicative of 
good-will and friendship, was received on my |>art with an 
immediate^ avowal of gratitude, and 1 used expressions 
similar to those which 1 would have used in Persia on 
such an occasion. Upon this the jiapa got iiji, with much 
formality. He was a com()lete lnijfmj * ; one who evidently 
had settled that paradise was situated in the middle of his 
own body; and that lambs stuffed with pistachio nuts W'ere 
the only riches worth being jirized in this world. He 
thanked me for my civility; and ho[)ed for the future that 
the English and Persian nations would be uniterl in the 
strictest bonds of friendship. 

Putting on an ambassadorial air, I said that it was evi. 


* A man whose ilcbh shakes with tat. 
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dent he was r. man of sense, a man of learninfr, one who 
knew the world, and a /,7/o, a lover of his country ; 

ami that 1 should not fail letting the shah know what a 
faithful servant I had found in him. * 

11 e seemed to he ratlier confounded at this sjieech; but 
he soon recovered himself, and asked me a few questions, 
such as whether we had .any thing like this in Persia 
(pointing to the theatre); whether w'c had horses like 
these; whether I talked Prcnch ; and whether I was mar¬ 
ried and had chiklren. 

rpon my answer that I was not married, I observed that 
the young ladies put on new looks, and ailjust^ each a bit 
of ihelr dress. 

Pile mamma's attentions to me were unceasing; and be¬ 
fore the entertainment was over I was acquainted with the 
whole history of the family, as well as with all the excel¬ 
lencies and expectations of her daughters. Hy this I per¬ 
ceived that she was an accomjdished old tii/Inf t 'I'he 
eldest, she assured me, was a very good girl; she was 
trying to convert Jews ; was very fond of the poor, for 
whom she made stockings and petticoats, and taught their 
children herself. The second, who was the beauty of the 
family, was also the most accomplished ; she danced and 
sung well, could draw flowers, and talk Italian. The 
youngest, she added, promised much, but was too young 
to he noticed yet; she was not out; she had not broken 
her sliell, as the Turks say. She hinted that they would 
be very rich, because they liad plenty of wealthy old aunts ; 
and now for once 1 discovered a good reason why the En¬ 
glish took .such great care of their old women. Then she 
talked of her husband, who was every thing that a good 
husband ought to be, very rich, and very generous ; he was 
obliged, 't is true, to provide for his sons, but still he had 
enough to he lilteral to his daughters also. 

“ Maalmllah ! praises to Allah 1 ” said 1 ; “ he is also 
very fat; ” and 1 added, what may his fortunate name 
be i ” 

“ Ilogg, at your excellency’s service,” said she. “ It is 

* The shall of Persia calls every man his or servant 

t A gotisip. 
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an old Scotch family, and wp flatter ourselves that we 
come from some of the oldest of the stock.’' 

“ Petuth hi' hhoila'^ refuge in Allah,” exclaimed I to 
myself; “ a family of the unclean beast! and old hogs into 
the bargain! My luck is on the rise to have fallen into 
such a set. And pray what may yours and the young 
ladies’ names be } ” said I. 

« We’re all Hoggs, too,” said the mother, “as you 
know : this girl,” presenting me to her eldest daughter, 
“ her name is Mary ; the second is Bessy ; the third, 
Jessy.” 

Upon tms the young maidens thought it right to talk to 
me ; and little by little we .all became one. 

I was overpowered wdth questions, 'fhe eldest en¬ 
quired whether or no W'e were converting our Jews ; the 
second was anxious to know if I went to Ahnack’s ; and 
the third emiuired, with great humility, what was my 
0 |)inion eoncerning Iskender, or Alexander; avas he a 
great conqueror or not? To all this the mother listened 
with great complacency ; and I was becoming interested 
in the conversation of the beauty, whose moonlike face and 
flowing ringlets had attracted my observation, when the 
curtain fell, and the company began to disperse. Upon 
this the papa Hogg presented me with a card, as is usual 
among the Franks, and requesting permission to wait upon 
me, we separated. 

My personification of the ambassador was of short dur¬ 
ation ; for whether my appearance did not entirely come 
up to their ideas of so great a j)ersonage, or whether, like 
many of their countrymen, they liked asking questions, my 
new friends managed to learn from niy English attendant 
who I really was, what was iny name, my title, and my 
situation. 

Whether they thought ill or the contrary of me for my 
conduct, I little cared. It was evident that they were 
persons of no great consideration ; anil I had lived long 
enough amongst the English to know that the object wdiich 
principally animated their exertions, and concentrateil their 
wishes, was the being allowed to associate with the great. 
“ Allah ! Allah ! what a difference with the Persians ! ” 
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exclaimoil I : ‘a man in the iniJdlc ranks of life fears the 
"reat khan as he does his niin ; he hides his riehes, and 
puts on his meanest eoat wlien he goes before him." 

However, 1 miglit have saved myself the trouble of a 
thouglit as to my eonduct at the theatre ; for the next 
morning arrived my Hoggs at our door, leaving a wliole 
handful of cards, and an invitation to me, the Mirza 
Hajji Itaba, to dine with the Sti/zeO and Biii Hogg, as 
tliey say in India, on some day in the ensuing moon. “ I 
suiipose," said 1, “ they must have some faith in astro¬ 
logers, since they have fixed, no doubt, the first day on 
which there is a favourable conjunction of the planets for 
our feast.” 

1 ke|)t these my new acquaintance secret from the am¬ 
bassador ; for although 1 might have frequented them or 
any one else without his knowledge, so little did he heed 
where I went, still J felt that in thus choosing new friends 
for myself 1 might excite his over-jealous mind, and jierhaps 
draw upon me his eensuie. At the same time 1 did not 
wish that the Franks sliould be ac((uainU;d with the sort of 
sulijection in which 1 stood before him. Little doKnglish 
pcojile know how much every inferior amongst despotic 
nations is in the power of his chief. 'I’hey, the Knglish, 
ap]>ear totally independent of each other ; and my friend 
Hogg puts his hat on one side, and brushes by a king’s son 
without any sort of fear ; whilst 1, in my own country, 
would scarcely do as much towards the prince’s scullion. 
In taking these precautions, 1 found that a scheme had 
crept into my brain, engendered by subjects daily dis¬ 
cussed by the young infidels of my acquaintance. 1 re¬ 
collected all that the mother Hogg had related to me 
loncerning the wealth with which her daughters were to he 
endowed, and there appe.ared to me no good reason why I 
should not try to obtain a share in such a prize. ’T is true, 
my first essay in fortune-hunting had proved abundantly , 
unsuccessful, and the cries of Sugarlips and her ilemons of 
women cxiielling me from the house still rung in my ears; 
but what a total diflerence was there betw'een her and the 
moon-faced llcssy ! I bail not sold pipe-sticks in the 
English bazar. I might be the sou of a I’ersiau leyU’ryheg 
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for aught the Hoggs knew ; and as long as I kept them 
from the ambassador, there was no knowing to wliat 
lengths I might not proceed. 1 might be married to a 
beautiful infidel, and in possession of thousands, before he 
or any one of my countrymen could have time to pick the 
dust out of their eyes, or unlock the .surprise of their under 
standings. “ Let an Ispahani alone," said 1 to myself in 
secret satisfaction, “for advancing his own little fortunes. 
Am I not handsome enough for any one ? My beard is 
still as black as on the first day it was called a beard ; and 
if now and then a grey hair shoulil ap])ear, have we not 
plenty of khen.ta and reng * in the house to make it all 
perfect again ? I begin now to understand English, and 
if 1 can only acquire half the cfi/i/ii vna hum t in speaking 
it which 1 possess in my own tongue, by the soul of Ali, 
I will get on the best side of the wisest heard that was ever 
possessed by a Frank, be he the father of Aflatoon him¬ 
self. Besides, the maiden is a jewel in herself ; and should 
1 be happy enough to transport her to Tehrati, who know.s, 
that in delivering her up to the shah, to what dignities I 
might not aspire!” 


CHAPTER VIII. 

HE VISITS THE HOOC EAMILY. -TALKS ENGLISH. —MAKES 

MISTAKES AND EXCITES SURrillSE. 


1 THOUOHT it right to enquire much concerning the eti. 
quettes of English dinners, lest I should make some fearful 
mistake in the one to which I was invited; and as 1 found 
that it was not necessary to withhold visiting until that 
event had taken place, I ventured to call at the house of my 


♦ Drugs for dyeing the hair, 
f Flattery and paying comuliinenU. 
t Plato. 
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Dc-w friends. They lived in on^ of the great avenues 
leading from the city. I knocked freely until somebody 
came, for that I had observed was the best mode of not 
being oppressed with the indignity of waiting; and when 
the servant, with looks of haste, anger, and amazement 
oiiened the door, I found that the hour for so^Ioing was 
fortunate; for when I asked for the master of the house, 
the slave said that he was not at home, but that his mistress 
and the young khanums were. To get at once into an 
Kuropcan harem in this easy manner w'as more than I 
could have expected; and as I walked up a tedious flight 
of stairs, I had full time to pull up iny moustache, and to 
smooth down the stray hairs of my beard into their_ap- 
pointed places. I gave a new pinch to my cap, jiut it well 
on one side, gave a fresh twist to my zuulfs, or curls, and 
pressed my shawl well over my hips. All this took place 
at the back of a huge thick-legged infidel, who every now 
and then looked behind liim to see if 1 was following; and 
when we had ascended to a landing-place he stopped, and 
boldly asked my name. 1 did not like this, for I imme¬ 
diately recollected how the same leading question was asked 
me by the fieree attendants upon Sngarlips, and how soon 
after I was kicked down stairs by them for ray pains. 1 
therefore said, hurried as I was, in my own language, 
“ Be nh/ima cheh * ; ” when, to my surprise, he opened the 
door, and roared out, “ Be shuina cheh ’’ before my face, 
whilst 1 followed him, utterly confounded at the occur¬ 
rence. 

However, I was soon put at my ease, by the agreeable 
and flattering rcccjition which I received from the motliei 
Hogg and her daughters. She began by making ajiologies 
for the ignorance of her servant, who did not know my 
rank and title, and who had made such a mistake about my 
name, “ for,” said she, “ you are a inirza, is it not so } " 

“ I’es, ma’am,'’ said I, “ uiiat ran I do?” 

“ But ‘ mirza ’ in your country is ‘ prince,’ ” said she, 
“ so we read in Morier’s Travels : arc we right.'' ” 

“ He sometime eat dirt, ma'am, but now he right,” said 
1, as well as 1 could speak in their language. 


• Moainns, “ What i-, that to you ?” 
N 
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The fair Bessy then asked me whether my father was 
not a mirza also ; and whether I did not come from a long 
line of princes ? 

1 assured her that our country may in fact be called a 
country of princes, for we became mirzas at pleasure. The 
difference between a king’s son and myself was, that he 
carried hi's title behind him, whilst mine preceded me: 
and I gave her to understand that this distinction was in 
fact so trifling, that there was no great difference between 
our respective pretensions. 

This being established, it was quite amusing to observe 
the rate at which they started with tlie word “ Prince,” 
as if it had never crossed their lips before. Whatever 
they addres.sed to me was prefaced with that monosyllable, 
until at length, in my own defence, I was obliged myself 
to ask a few questions. 

“ Where is your papa ? ” said I to the beautiful Bessy. 
The mamma answered, “ He is gone into the city ; he 
attends to his business every day, and returns in the 
evening.’’ 

“ Ah ! the)!," said I, “ he is merchant — same in my 
country ; — merchant sit in hazar all day, at niyht shut up 
shop, and come home. — What he sell, ma'am ?” 

“ Mr. Ilogg,” said the lady, with some dignity, “ does 
not keep a shop, he is an East India merchant." 

“ Then perhaps he, sell ham," said I, thinking that his 
name might be a designation of his trade, as it frequently 
is in Persia.* 

“ Sells hams ! ’’ exclaimed the lady, whilst her daughters 
titterc<l. “ Why should he sell hams, prince?” 

“ Because he one Hogg, ma'am. In oar country, mer¬ 
chant .sometime called after the thing he sells.” 

“La, prince!” exclaimed the lady, “what an odd 
custom. Hogg is an old family name, and has nothing to 
do with the animal. There are Hoggs both in England 
and Scotland.” 

“ You might as well say, prince,” remarked the young 
Jessy, “ that Sir Francis Bacon, the famous Lord Verulam, 

• As fcir ijistance, Afu baftai—A.\\^ the chandler. Mahamed 
Mohfimcd Ucg, the tailur. 
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■was a pork.butcher“and that-all our Smiths, Taylors, 
Coopers, Bakers, Cooks, and a thousand others, were re¬ 
presentatives of their professions,” added Bessy. 

“ Well, I never heard any thing like it,” summed up 
the mamma. “ Mr. Hogg a hamseller, indeed! La, prince! 
what could you be thinking of?” 

I soon discovered that I had unheedingly gone blind¬ 
folded into a forbidden sanctuary, and 1 made the best of 
my way back. 1 begged pardon in the best manner I was 
able; said that I was walking without a guide arnoiig 
English customs; that there was no shame in our country 
attached to being a merchant, and that I thought there 
could be none in England, where merchants, so 1 had 
heard, were possessors, anti therefore kings, of countries, 
which once had been governed by some of the greatest po¬ 
tentates who had ever existed in tlie East. I then healed 
ail the wounds I had inflicted, by adding, “ Mr, Uoj/g, 
perhaps, he one India Icing ? ” 

“ No, prince,” said the lady, apparently quite paeifietl, 
“ no, not yet; we call them directors, not kings; but he 
expects very .soon to be in die direction: indeed, I lielieve 
he is canvassing now.” I was going to ask what canvass¬ 
ing meant, when the dervish-like Mary asked me, in a 
very subdued voice, whether I ha<l been acquainted with 
any of the ittissionaries who had lately gone to Persia ? 

“ Yes, ma'am," said I, “ / know one padre, who ainiost 
killed by MoUahs at Isfahan. He tell them our pro/ihet 
one bud fellow — one cheat; they tell him, papa (the Pope), 
one ass, and begin stone him; he run away, ’pon my 
honour.” 

“ But your Mollahs acted very wrong,” said she, 
colouring : “ why were they not converted ? ” 

“ Tlcat not easy, ma'am,” said I; “ shah cut off head ; 
that one bad thing; then Christian one nasty fellow in 
Persia — eat pork, drink wine — more bad as .lew; not 
same as English. English all clean and rich. King of 
England one strong king. Armenians and Christians of 
Persia, poor, very poor — very dirty — very bad. Ko, 
ma'am, a poor Mussulman in Persia is better than one 
must rich Christian.” 

N 2 
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But surely,” said this mullah of a maid, “ you think 
of the salvation of your souls in I’crsia; don’t you, 
prince?” 

“ Yes,” said I, " to be sure,” hazarding an English 
latifih, or joke; " we think much of our true souls, but 
more of the soles of our feet.” I assured her that 1 was 
in fact a very indifferent Mussulman, and that I should be 
ordered to undergo many a penance by our priests on my 
return to Persia; but if they had any idea that I was 
likely to turn Christian, they woidd persecute me to the 
very verge of desperation, and perhaps take away my life.” 
I then continued thus: — “ King George conn: to Persia 
send one great army, take Persia ; make new king there; 
then Persians perhaps 'come Christians. One padre, by 
himseif come, do no good. In Persia all business done 
with sword.” 

“ But we have sent plenty of Bibles to Persia,” said 
Mary ; “ they must do good.” 

‘‘ Bible very good, ma’am; Persians no say bad. 
Koran very good too: Mussulman say your prophet very 
.good prophet; why you no say our prophet good too ?” 

“ Ah,” said she, “ we’ll make you a Christian before 
you leave us. You have never been to our church yet, 
have you ?” 

1 answered that I had never been there, and that indeed 
I should never have ventured to enter one of their places 
of worship for fear of the rough treatment which 1 might 
be likely to receive; for if a Christian ever ventures into 
one of our mosques, it is a hundred to one that he leaves 
it with a whole skin, and I did not know but that 1 might 
be treated in the same manner in England. 

Mary assured me that their churches were open to every 
faith, and that their mollahs only wanted opportunities to 
reclaim the unbeliever from his errors. She then press- 
ingly invited me to go with her family to church on the 
following day, which 1 willingly agreed to do. 

As I rose to go, the mother spoke very kindly to me; 
hoped that 1 would come frequently to see them ; whilst 
Bessy, whose eye had frequently met mine, smiled as she 
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said to me in very good Persian, “ Khoda hajiz tliu. 
via. ’* 

I expressed my surprise at this, when the mother assured 
me that since we had met at the sliow.house, her daugliters 
had thought of nothing but me. That Mary’s only wish 
was to make me a Christian ; that Bessy had already learnt 
much of the Persian grammar; and that Jessy had done 
nothing but pore over the history of I’ersia. 

I’his intelligence gave me the greatest satisfaction, and 
encouraged the hopes I had formed of furthering my for¬ 
tunes by this acquaintance ; and as 1 left the house I did 
nothing but meditate on what 1 had just seen and heard. 
“ Allah ho akbar\! " exclaimed 1 to myself, ‘‘ are these 
womenthey might pass for viziers and mantnfees.X 
Al’hoever before heard women talking after this manner 
APhat do our women care about the religious feelings of 
other nations ? Do they ever think of learning any lan¬ 
guage besides their own And as for the study of history, 
who is there amongst them who knows the difference be¬ 
tween Jemsheed and Shapoor.''” 


CHAPTER IX. 

HE GOES TO AN ENOLIS.'I CHCaClI. -COMPARES IT WITH HIS 

OWN MOSQUE.-HE HEARS A YOUNG PREACHER. 

The next morning I went again to the house of my new 
friends. It was the English jumah.^ The bells of the 
churches tolled, people of all kinds, both high and low, 
tlironged the streets, and at a particular hour, as if they were 
proceeding to the gate of the shah’s palace, they rushed to 
their devotions. “ How much better,” said I to Mary, 
having made my projicr compliments to the family, “ how 
much better would it not be if your churches were always 

* May <ir()d protect you. f Groat God! 

$ Secretaries. ^ ^ The.Moliamedan day of rest 
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left open like our moSques ? Every person then might 
suit his own coiivensence as to time; whereas now only a 
part of your immense population can be admitted into such 
buildings. A quiet corner, his carpet, and his keblrh, is 
all a Mussulman requires to say his prayers." 

“ Our public service,” answered she, “ is regulated by 
the government. 

“ There,” said I, “ we differ ; for although our .shah 
be completely despotic, yet he cannot force me to say more 
astaferallalm, or ‘ God forgive me's,’ than I like, or to 
pronounce the fatheh at all, unless it is agreeable to me. 
He docs not superintend the washing of iny feet, nor the 
combing of my beard, nor the cutting of my nails; that is 
all between me and my conscience.” 

This conversation took place as we proeeeded to the 
church, previously to which I had made the shake-hand 
with the father Hogg, and got acquainted with the eldest 
son. We entered the church, in a body, and men anil 
women without distinction were fastened into small square 
pens. I must own that veils for the women on this occa¬ 
sion were in my mind of urgent necessity, and ought to be 
enforced by an order from the shah; for who can refrain 
from looking about him ? For my part 1 could not keep 
my eyes from wandering towards the pretty face of the 
moon.like Bessy, do what I would. 

1 understood much of what was written in a black book 
which Mary put into my hands, and with such portions I 
was much struck; they put me in mind of parts of our 
blessed Koran ; but I was not much edified by the con¬ 
duct of the congregation. The pciVi namaz, or the leader 
in prayer, did not himself ajipcar to be in earnest: he 
neither wagged his head to and fro, as our most saint-like 
raoliahs do; nor did he occasionally keep his body in a 
state of vibration. As for the people, some looked one 
way, some another; a few only appeared fervent in prayer, 
and generally, except being quite quiet, tlicy might as well 
have been at home. The rich had soft cushions to repose 
upon, and the poor were provided with more conveniences 
than at their own houses. Let them go into Mussulman 
countries, thought I, and diere learn true seriousness and 
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devotion. A man will say his prayers in the midst of the 
most crowded assembly without turning his head cither to 
the right or the left. He sits on his heels, and wants 
neither cushions nor footstools, as the Pranks do. He 
requires no book to pray from, for his prayers have been 
lodged within the chambers of his mind ever since he could 
be taught to recite them; and when he reads the Koran, 
the only ceremony necessary is that he washes his hands 
before he presumes to take up the sacred volume. Now, 
these Franks, thought I, take up their holy book as if it 
were any other book; washed or unwashed hands is all one 
to them. Seeing that every body sat or stood in any 
position they chose, and did not turn their faces in any 
particular direction, I asked old Mr. Hogg where was the 
(Christian kehkh ? but he did not seem to understand me. 
“ Cobbler!” said he, “ no such person officiates in our 
churches." 

I made him understand that I alluded to the point to 
which they turn when they say their prayers; for 1 had 
always supposed tliat Christians turned towards Jerusalem, 
in the same manner as we do towards Mecca. 

All I could learn from him was that they faced die cler¬ 
gyman when he prayed or preached, and the organ when 
any chanting was performed. 

1 saw that the eyes of every one were upon me for talk¬ 
ing so much ; therefore 1 wrapt up my curiosity for the 
present in the folds of silence, and lent a willing car to the 
Iieautiful sounds which proceeded from the organ, for such 
strains I had never before heard. The singing of children 
which accompanied it did not strike me as so impressive 
as some of the fine voices which are sometimes heard from 
our mueseina chanting our profession of faith, and the 
invitation to prayer from our minors, and certainly not to 
be compared to the magnificent chant of the khotbeh*, before 
the Asylum of the Universe. 

When I thought it time that the ceremony should finish, 
I was surprised to sec a young mollah, whose beard had 
not yet sprouted, ascend the preaching chair. How could 

♦ A prayer for the king. 

N 4 
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the reish or elders, of whom I saw many in the 

church, consent to hear the doctrine of one so young ? 
thought I. Ilut my surprise ceased when I saw him draw 
out a hook from his pocket, for he no doubt woulil preach 
the doctrine of some celebrated elder, reading it from the 
manuscript: to suppose that he would venture to speak for 
himself, appeareil to me little less than laughing at the 
beards of the congregation then assembled. 

At length, the whole service being ended, we rose and 
departed. Had I been a Christian in a Mahomedan 
mos(jue, I should have blessed my good fortune that J left 
it without broken bones; but here, instead of any such ap- 
jffehension, I only met with approving looks, mixed with 
expressions of surprise at my extraordinary appearance. 
Certainly to behold such a beard as mine, surmounted by 
a tall black cap, single and solitary, amidst a multitude of 
shaven chins and uncovered heads, must have been a strik. 
iiig object; and I was surprised that I, in fact, excited 
such little sensation. The lady Hogg did not lose one 
opportunity, directly or indirectly, of letting the world 
know that 1 was a prince, and had managed to introduce 
me as such to a long line of her acquaintance even before 
we had quitted the gates of the church; and, when we had 
again reached her house, I was reminded of my dignity at 
every instant. 

“Well, prince!’’ said she, “how did you like our 
church ? ’’ 

1 answered, that the service appeared to me too long, 
and that nobody seemed sufficiently in earnest. 

“ But, prince, you surely liked our preacher ? ” 

1 observed, that he might be very good to look at ; but 
that we Easterns expected wisdom from a grey-beard and 
a face of penance, and not from a young birish, or no-beard, 
who might preach the wisdom of Solomon, and the doctrine 
of the immortal Imam Mousa, till he were black in tlie 
face, but nobody would listen to him. 

The father Hogg took my side of the argument, and 
said, “ 'T was true that he had never tried wisdom out of 
a beard; but that he always paid most attention when the 
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What that article might he I <Ud not stop to inquire, for 
1 longed much (o be making myself agreeable to the fair 
JJessy; but her sister, the mollah Mariam, as I called her, 
would not allow me. Whatever 1 attempted to say, she 
always managed to bring me round to religious subjects; 
and before 1 could cast my eyes in tender glances at the 
object of my adoration, I found myself seated before a 
large book of the law, and engaged in listening to the ex¬ 
hortations of my female converter. This did not seem to 
suit the rest of the family more than it did myself, and I 
was soon invaded by questions from tlie mamma, who did 
not cease asking me, whether I knew this great khanum 
and that great khanum ; whether I was going to this ball, 
or to that assembly ; and who always finished by a sigh, 
which V'cmed to say, that she wished herself and (laughters 
were more.known, and more invited than they were. It 
was quite plain, that she was desirous to make me the 
means of producing visits between herself and persons of 
rank. There was one lady, whose name above the others 
was frequently repeated, who was apparently a sort of 
banoo, or as they say in India, a brgum, and from whom 
tlie protecting shade of an eyebrow would have been of 
more value than the gold of the Indies. It was upon the 
threshold of her gate that diey wanted to rub their fore¬ 
heads, and they would have made me their master of 
ceremonies, if it had been possible. And the object of this 
was to get a passport to that London heaven, Alinack’s. 
When 1 found that it was the angel, Bessy Hogg, who 
more particularly wished to undertake this enterprise, I 
must own that Almack’s to me also appeared as tlie pro¬ 
mised land of happiness, and immediately I became 
thoughtful how I might accomplish her desires. The 
family had already hinted at their extreme desire to become 
acquainted with the ambassador; but that was just what 1 
wished to avoid. Still I knew it could only be through 
him that the wishes of my fair one could be accomplished. 
W'hat to do was very perplexing ; and therefore for the 
present I sealed my lips with the wafers of prudence, and 
determined to imbue the hinges of my understanding with 
the oil of ingenuity. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE AMBASSADOR VISITS THE INDIA HOUSE AND THE EAST INDIA 
DIUEITOKS.-HAJJI BABA MEETS IIIS NEW EUIENDS. 

When I returned home, I found the ambassador taken 
up in the arrangement of an official visit which he was to 
make on the following day. It was to the gate of the 
palace of India, which is situated in a remote part of the 
city, and contained, from what we heard, a vast number 
of chambers, in which all the treasures of Ilhfcl, and 
Serendih, and Chin* were piled up in endless njasses. The 
whole of the suite were ordered to hold themselves in 
readiness, and presents suited to the occasion were selected. 
Among them, as one by which the shah could best show 
the esteem in which he held the Coompani, was a mag- 
nifieently written and illuminated copy of his majesty’s 
own poetry. It was enclosed in seven fine wrappers, to 
wliich were added seven coarser, and was to be presented 
at a fortunate moment by the ambassador’s own hands. 
The former emperors of India were great patrons of poets 
and fine writing, and it is possible that, in making this 
present, the shah concluded that the present possessors of 
that country might be equally so. 

The whole subject of this form of government was still 
BO confused in our understandings, that we longed for the 
time when with our own eyes we might see and com¬ 
prehend, and be convinced, that the fables we had heard 
concerning it were unfounded, and that in fact it did truly 
and undoubtedly exist. 

The ambassador had also to present a portrait of our 
shah, in which he is represented reposing upon the cele¬ 
brated pillow of pearls, dressed in all the blaze of his 
magnificent jewels, his beard sweeping his girdle, his eyes 


India, Ceylon, and China. 
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so larjie as scarcely to leave room for cheeks or eyebrows, 
and his waist not more than a span in circumference. Tliis 
we imagined would be esteemed a higher compliment than 
even the fortunate volume of poetry, particularly as it was 
the work of that famous artist, Maliomed Naki Shiiazi. 

'I’he ambassador dressed himself in his .superb vest of 
silver brocade, interwoven with gold flowers. He w'ore 
his diamond-headed dagger, and his emerald-belted sword, 
as well as the jielisse of sable which had so frequently 
graced the aus])icious person of our gracious sovereign. 
Alohamed Beg was decked out as the master of ceremonies, 
with a shawl round his cap, red cloth stockings to his feet, 
and the long staff of office in his hand. 1 was to be the 
bearer of the book, until we reached the presence of the 
assembled body, when the ambassador w'as to take it into 
his own hands, in order to deliver it to their chief. Each 
of us had his particular post, and when collected, wo 
flattered ourselves that the effect would be well worthy of 
the country we represented. We proceeded in carriages, 
and the distance we travelled through the city we computed 
might be the same as going round the walls of Tehran ; 
the streets were thronged with a population as dense as 
tliat seen in our most frequented bazars ; we drove through 
such a complication of carts, waggons, coaches, and 
wheeled conveyances of all descri])tions, that we thought 
it a miracle to have got safely through it. To this time 
we had not acquired any accurate idea of the extent of this 
amazing city. The avenues to the Indian palace were just 
as crowded as the other streets; and, without going through 
any outer court, the ambassador descended from his car. 
riage, at a lofty gate, supported by magnificent pillars of 
marble, and entered at once into the body of the building. 
Every corridor was lined with trooj>s beautifully dressed 
and armed, and music was not wanting to announce our 
arrival. He was met by several persons who com- 
plimented him in the name of the Indian government, and 
conducted him, followed by his suite, through long and 
intricate passages, until we reached a large apartment. 
Here we saw twenty-four chairs, and twenty-four Franks 
seated upon them ; and these we were told were the 
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Coompani. The chief sat-upon a higher chair than the rest, 
and his mkeel, or deputy, upon another. I'o the former the 
ambassador addressed himself, presenting at the same time 
the aus)>icious volume from the king of kings. As we pro¬ 
ceeded to divest it of its coverings, the four-and-twenty 
sitters upon chairs opened their eyes to behold the royal gift, 
and their impatience evidently increased in proportion as 
each cover balked their expectation. At length, when we 
had come to the last, and when I uncovered the book, the 
faces of many of the lookers-on dropped with disappoint¬ 
ment, for evidently they expected to see something more 
precious. “’T is only a book! ” was heard to pass from 
mouth to mouth, and then they all resumed their seats. I 
perceived that the ambassador was in no wise pleased at 
the little sensation which his offering had produced ; for 
instead of receiving it with both his hands, and carrying 
it to his head, as we should have done, the chief chair- 
sitter took it in his right hand, made two or three bows, 
and said a few words, which the roehmandar interpreted 
into a long speech. It was then transferred to the vukeel, 
who again passed it to his neighbour, and thus it went in 
succession to the whole four-and-twenty. I remarked that 
the greater part of them tumctl the book upside down; 
and I said to Mohamed Beg, that if our shah had known 
into whose hands this precious produce of his brain had 
fallen, he never would have been at so much trouble to 
send it so far in search of admirers. 

The portrait of the shah was then brought in and ex¬ 
hibited. As soon as it was extended in full length, the 
ambassador thought it necessary to approach it and make a 
prostration, as if his majesty in person were present, and this 
example we immediately followed. But not a chair-sitter 
moved a muscle: they looked on at the ceremony we had 
performed in apparent astonishment; for I dare say not one 
of them could understand to what a degree a Persian carries 
his respect and veneration for his sovereign. 

The ambassador was then invited to visit different parts 
of the great house, in order that he might more easily 
comprehend the nature of the business which was there 
transacted. He was informed that the troops which he 
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saw drawn out to do him honour were composed of men 
who worked in their warehouses. 

“ Ah,” said the ambassador, “ if you can make sepoys 
of your miserable Hindoos, there can be no difficulty in 
turning your porters into soldiers !”* 

We then saw the treasury ; then were conducted to a 
large hall surrounded by benches, where, on certain 
occasions, every man can get up and speak his mind. W'e 
were paraded through numerous defter khaneh-s and offices, 
which showed the immensity of the business transacted by 
these merchant kings, as Ulohamed Beg very aptly called 
them, and at length were introduced into a beautifully orna¬ 
mented apartment called the kitah klianeli, or the library. 

On our arrival here, we were delighted to find, in 
addition to the interesting furniture of the room, a crowd 
of handsomely-dressed ladies. As the ambassador entered 
they jiressed forward to look at us, and the principal ones 
were introduced to him. To my astonishment, and, 1 
may .add, dismay, I es])ied among them my friends, the 
Hoggs, the old mother, the three daughters, and the father. 
How to support the exalted character which I had esta¬ 
blished among them, and to preserve my humble station 
near the ambassador, 1 was convinced would be a work of 
difficulty. I at first determined not to appear to see them, 
but soon found that that scheme would be unavailable. 
The old lady would not let me off so easily; for, whatever 
the others might do, she certainly would claim her prince 
for an acquaintance. And I was not mistaken; for she 
made uji to me in great joy, and shook hands with me, to 
the astonishment of my companions. The ambassador, 
for my good luck, had been taken to the farther end of the 
room to see some of the curiositie.s, and therefore did not 
witness this joyous meeting. We, also, his attendants, were 
very soon mixed up with the crowd; and being kindly and 
officiously taken notice of both by the Hoggs and others 
of the company, my intimacy with my new friends passed 
by almost unheeded The old lady, I perceived, was very 


• The PerMHUh liold our Tnthftns in contempt as snldiers, a contempt which 
must have originated in the conquests so easily achieved by their famous Nadir 
Shah 
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anxious to be paraded up at the head of her daughters, 
to he introduced to the ambassador, according to the 
Frangi mode; but 1 evaded her wish by saying, that it 
was so entirely against our customs for a man to be the 
master of ceremonies to women, and to head a string of 
them, as if he were altout to sell slaves in the bazar, that I 
declined the office, particularly on so public an occasion 
as this. 

Having got rid of this question for the moment, although 
I was fully aware that no old woman, the mamma Hogg 
included, would give up her object on so flimsy an excuse, 
1 willingly devoted myself to “ the father of Hoggs," 
peder ghoraxa, as 1 called him, and he attempted to explain 
the various curiosities which were displayed. They were 
almost entirely Eastern. They were called curiosities in 
this country, although to us they were the familiar objects 
of common life. 

The books were quite beyond the comprehension of my 
guide. They were under the direction of an old Frank 
roirza, a very learned man, so my conductor informed me, 
who was now doing the duties of his office, by showing tlie 
collection to the ambassador. I remarked from the titles 
of some of them, that tliey were rare and expensive. My 
friend was an.xious to show me all the trojihies taken from 
Tippoo Sultan — his throne — his arms, and parts of his 
dress; there were also many of the spoils of other Indian 
chiefs, such as swords, spears, bows and arrows, and 
shields in abundance. The father Hogg was very anxious 
to exhibit a liandsome sword, which he insisted had be¬ 
longed to a famous Turk, one “ Captain Packer,” as he 
called him. I was puzzled, for I had never before heard or 
read of this chief; but upon reading the label on the 
scabbard, as well as the inlaid inscription on the blade, 
I discovered that it had been wielded by a well-known 
Turkish admiral, a celebrated Cnpuudan Vacha. 

“ BarVcallah ! praises be to Allah,” thought I to myself: 
“if you, O Hogg ! are the sort of stuff'of which they make 
kings of Hindustan, what a wonderful government this 
must be!” 
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iilanccs at the fair Besfy as slic stcod in the crowd; but I 
ilared not speak to licr, fearful of being remarked by iny 
('ountryinen. Slie was escorted V)y a young whiskered 
infidel, wliose attentions to lier did not at all suit the 
scheme of rapid fortune and enjoyment which 1 had 
drawn out for myself; ami I began to doubt whether my 
well-preserved beard, my crisped zou/J'i, and my narrow 
waist, however precious they might be in my own eyes — 
whether they would prevail against the whiskers of the 
youth, his ]'igcon-breast, his curled head, and, above all, a 
certain jiair of long sjiurs to his heels, which 1 had been 
assured by some of the Mnglish “ no-beards ” were a 
shorter cut to a woman’s heart than any spell or charm 
which we Persians might possess. I had heard of silk 
stockings having been used as talismans in Persia to 
secure love, but ne\er of spurs. It was a good thing to 
know, and accoidingly I made a minute of it in my mind 
to be used on the first occasion. 

1 was about making a siieech to the moon-face, and had 
jmt a dozen or two of my prettiest Plnglish words together 
for the occasion, when there was a hurry-scurry in the 
room which announced the departure of the ambassador ; 
and we had collected ourselves together to iollow him in 
due order, when, just as we were taking our leave, I saw 
the mother Hogg bustling through the crowd ; and when 
she had got sufficiently near me, she screamed out, 
•' Hecollect, prince, you dine with us to-morrow.” 

It was lucky that none amongst us saw from whom 
these words came ; but the ambas.sador turned round to 
me and said, “ Prince ! who docs that mean ^ " 

“ M'ha't do I know, O Miiza.^ ” said I. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

THE PERSIANS REMARK lil'ON WHAT THEY HAVE SEEN. — MIRZA 

rlROOZ RECEIVES NEWS ERUM PERSIA.-HE REJOICES.- HAJIC 

BABA LAMENTS. 


Whkn we had reacheh home, we collected round the am¬ 
bassador, as we were wont to do, in his dewan khaneh, or 
receiving apartment, until he dismissed us. Hut before 
he did this he frequently indulged himself in talking upon 
such things as we had seen, or upon our own country and 
families. 

On this occasion, addressing himself to me, he ex¬ 
claimed, “ My soul, Hajji, how did you fare to-day ; in 
what light did you .sec all these strange things which came 
before us ? ” 

L answered after our usual mode, “ AP> ne dared, there 
is no harm. Jiad neeet, it was not bad.” 

“ Now,” said he, “ now we know what the ‘ Coompani’ 
means. We must immediately make out a representation 
to the foot of the throne of what' we have seen, and state, 
with care and precision, whatever this day has ascended 
into our understandings, or has met our eye. Such are 
the commands of the king of kings.” 

“ By my eyes,” said I, “ I will write down every thing 
that 1 have seen, and make plain all that i have under¬ 
stood ; not even a pair of shagreen slippers * winch 
belonged to Shah Abbas shall escape me. However, 1 
will not conceal from you that it occurred to me, and 
perhaps in my ignorance 1 am wrong, that the head of 
one wise man would be worth the collected knowledge 
of the twenty-four chair-sitters, if they were all like the 
fat merchant with whom I had happened to converse.” 

* Cufah aoffri I have translated shagreen flippc‘r>i; the ^vo^d shagreen being 
bdbly derived Irom sagri. Sagn is the skin ol the wild lus’s back. 
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" Perhaps you have said right,” said the ambassador ; 
“ but, for my part, 1 s])oke with one or two men to¬ 
day who, in truth, possess wonderful wits of their own ; 
men done to a turn — men witli universal knowledge; who 
can better tell how many hairs exist in the shah’s beard 
than either you or I. lly your head, Hajji, they 
asked me some questions which required me to put my 
trust in Allah when 1 endeavoured to answer them. 1 am 
at a loss to account for all 1 see. AVhere could they possi¬ 
bly have acquired such knowledge? ” 

“On the other hand,” said I, “I was puzzled by a 
question or two, which a wild ass on the salt desert would 
have been ashamed to ask. Having first remarked on the 
brownness of our complexions, one enquired whether we 
bred any raca siiilt.i, or black brothers *, in our country ; 
another, whether we did not worship the cow.’’ t 

“ Anotlier positively affirmed,” said Mohamed Beg, 
“ that our famous Tahmas Kouli Khan was an Irishman ; 
that his proper name was Thomas 0’(-alleghan, which we 
had adopted in our own language ; and that subsequently 
we had called him Nadir Shah.” 

“ ’I’hat might have been ignorance or impertinence,'" 
said the IVIirza. “ This I know, that those to whom I 
had the luck to speak were men of knowledge. The old 
mirza who has the care of the library made me stare with 
astonishment at some of the books he produced ; books 
which even our shall does not possess, and which only 
could have lx.-longed to the conquerors of India. The 
mehmandar assured me that he was a very leanicd man ; 
and in truth, from what I heard him say, which he ilid 
in our own language, he must he a mollali, of whom there 
can Ik- few the like in the world.” 

“ The mollahs of this country compared with our men 
of the law ! ” said Abbas Beg, the mirakhor, contemptu¬ 
ously ; “ what can they pretend to ?” 

“ Yes,” said Mohamed Beg, “ for science and learning 
we must go to Irhn. 1 have not heard of one astrologer 

• Sn nejfTOcs arc generally called in I’crsia. 
t Evidently confounding the Pentans with the Parseet. 

O 
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in England, and I doubt whetlicr the best of them could 
make an almanack.” 

“ IVliat do you know about science and learning, block¬ 
heads ?” exclaimed the ambassador. “ You have only 
read your own books f' but see, these people have read both 
ours and theirs ! By your soul, I swear, that the old 
mirza whom I saw to-day is the father of all the mollahs 
and mirzas in Iran. Who ever heard of one of our 
ullemahs being the master of ten languages” 

That is very true,” argued Mohained Beg; “but allow 
me to represent that in matters of religion, and for a pro- 
])er explanation of the Ahiulh, or the five thousand two 
hundred and sixty-six sayings of our holy I’rojdiet, (upon 
whom be blessing!) there is no one like the most learned 
Hajji Mohamed, the mti.'htched of Kom.” 

“ O man ! ” exclaimed the ambassador in triumph, 
“ what has the mushtehed of Kom, or our religion, or the 
sayings of our holy I’rophet, to do with the English } They 
are infidels, man; they saj that our blessed Pcyli< ml)er * 
is no such personage ; tliat our Koran is principally taken 
from the writings of the bankrupt Jews, and of their own 
scriptures: — tliey jiray for our conversion in tlieii 
churches.” 

Upon this Mohamed Beg stroked his beard, blew over 
both his shoulders, an,I murmured his profession of faith 
in a low voice, whilst the ambassador continued. 

“Not all the mushtelieds who hate ever flourished in 
Persia could make these ]'eo])lc change their opinions. On 
the contr.ary, they are daily sending their own jiadres into 
our countries laden with Bibles, to persuade us to forsake 
our faith, and to take up their own. After that, talk of 
your mushlcheds ! As for our Koran, they have trans¬ 
lations of it, so close and jierfcct, that if you are anxious 
to know what knowledge they possess, go ask the mirza 
whom we saw to-day any question concerning it, and see 
what an answer he would give you. Allah, Allah ! he 
would make your soul jump out of any given hole in your 
body! ” 


* The prophet Mohouted. 



IK EKGLANI). 


195 

" After all,” cxclaimcrl 1, “it?is moat certain that for 
Wealth, i><)wer, learning, and ingenuity, tliis is a most ex- 
traorilinary nation." 

“ ^ es,” a.rni the amhassador, laughing, “ even to our 
Tieighbours and allies, the Oioiiijiaiii.” 

“ By your heard,” said 1, “they are more diffieult to he 
understood than any thing we have yet seen in it. You 
must own, O Miiza ! that what eani" under pur know- 
ledgi to-day in no inatincr answers to the inagnifieence of 
their jiosse.ssions in Inilia." 

“True, you say, flajji; hy iny chihl's head' by the 
heard of hath Ali Miah ! you liave spoken wisely. AV^hat 
.affinity ean there he between the dark, sinol:y. dingy 
mansion we saw tins morning, and the eelehrabd palaces 
of Agia and Pelhi ? And re here slnall we ever find 
the hrillianey of the throne of the emperors of Hind, and 
•ill the eonsei|nenee of the great Mogul dynasty, in the 
twenty-four eldeily gentlemen seated on chairs hi a hack 
room in I.eadenhall Street, for so the inehnie.ndar called 
their palace ” 

“ M'ell spoken, hy my head,’’ exclaimed I. “ How 
shall We ever make the worthies at the kirytr's gate at 
Tehran understainl this, is moie than T ean say. We 
must speak of what we have seen, and then put our trust 
lit All di ! ” 

M e had se.ircely said these words whin a messenger 
from the gate of the Mnglish king was intiodiiced, and 
delivered to the ambassador a laree packet of letters end 
iiniierial tinnaiis from the foot of the thtone of onr king 
of kings. M e continued in the loom whilst, with the 
greatest tiepidation and in .silent anxiety, he insi>o.'teil 
their oonteiils. lie first o]ieiied the one from his confi¬ 
dential servant, and before he had read two lines of it, he 
threw it from him, exclainiing, in extravagant joy, “ A/ ham 
dii/ilhih ! tiod he praised ! (iod be prai.sed ! At length in 
Ills mercy he has conferred a blessing niion us. 'J’hat old 
dog Ulirza Slieffi is dead ! ’’ AA’itliout more ado he went 
into a corner, knelt down, and did what he had long omitted 
to do; lie said his prayers. 

AVe all looked at each other in astonishment. I w.as 

o 2 
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obliged to sliout “ J/ liahi (liilillah !” with the rest of them, 
although ill truth 1 ought to have weiit ; for by the death 
of our grand vizier J lost my chief protector at court, and 
the ])riiiei|ial seeuiity for the continuance of the ambassa¬ 
dor's kindness to me. 

As soon as he had finished his prayers, he gave way to 
the most lively joy ; he scarcely gave himself time to run 
over the contents of his letters. Every other idea was 
absorbed in this great fact: he was freed from the bitter¬ 
est and most jiowerful of his enemies ; and his own friends 
and relations would now gel into power. At every mo¬ 
ment, when he could stoj) himself in the midst of his 
rhapsodies, he exclaimed, “ Mirza Shetli is dead ! ” and 
for the rest of the day these words were found jilaying 
about his lips, as bees are apt to loiter round a favourite 
flower. 

1 had not much time at present to reflect how this 
event was likely to influence my future views, but 1 soon 
discovered that the ambassador’s matiner was altered. 
He had hitherto jireser^ed a show of res))cct towards me, 
because he lookell ujion me as one )irotected by the highest 
authority, though itlaced about his person as a spy on 
his actions; but now I dtscovered a tone of raillery and 
exultation in what he said to me, which required all my 
prudence to meet with becoming moderation. 

At last your father is gone,” said he to me, before I 
left the room : '■ the old unclean dog is dead. It has 
happened fortunately for you. No luck could last as 
long as it was attached to the fortunes of such an 
old piece of carrion. The shah has become possessor of 
all his projterty. Every thing he possessed, all that he 
had stolen, extorted, and amassed in his warehouses, is 
gone to the shah’s gate. Ilis slaves have been distributed 
among the king’s sons and the omruhx; and his Georgians 
have licen provided for in the royal household. It is 
well that you were here, Ilajji, or else you too would have 
been disposed of.” 

“ 1 hope your condescension will never be less,” said I. 

“ If I have lost a friend, 1 hope that 1 have still one left in 

>» 
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“ (ro, " 0 ,” said he; “ mate ynjir mind easy. M'e have 
overlooked all the jiast. M'e are not one who shows a 
beard of two colours, who one day Mows hot and the 
other cold. AVe are not lookers-on at the weather.” 


CHAPTER XII. 

HAJJI BABA DIM'S WITH AN KNGLISII CITIZEN.-OF THE TERSONS 

HE MI El'S. 

I WAS SO much taken up with writing on the following 
day, that 1 heeanie a]>])rehensive lest 1 should not be able 
to slip away, unperceived by the ambassador, to eat the 
long projected dinner at my fiiends, the Hoggs, for the 
fortunate hour was at length at hand. However, something 
most oiiiiortunely occurred which put me atid my desjiatches 
completi ly out of the ambassador's head ; and as 1 stepped 
from the door to fulfil my engagement, I said, “ Slnikitr 
kiwiln, thanks bo to Allah,” and gave my whiskeis a fresh 
twist. 

1 did not omit to make my person as agreeable as 
possible. My old Persian shirts, hoth stlk and cotton, had 
been renewi'd by some brilliantly white ones made by an 
English sem[)stress ; for, after a hundred thousand iliffieid- 
ties, 1 had at length extiaeted from my ehief suflicient 
money to buy myself some new linen, a hatnlsome aiha, 
and, for the first time, 1 treated my feet to a jiair of silken 
socks. 1 passed my lime on my way in huilding a castle 
relative to my future destinies. Could 1 hut succeed to 
gain the moon.faced llessy Hogg for my hride, I would 
Bnaji my fingers at fate, and live independent for the rest of 
my life of ambassadors, shahs, atid governments. As I 
stepped uj) to the gate of the house, my foot stumbled, and 
that circumstance struck me as an omen of ill luck. 1 
o 3 
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waited a long while ere the door was opened to me, which 
also disc()ni])Osed me. At length it was opened by a man 
witli much white dust on his head, apjtarently in a great 
hurry, and who it seems liad not had time to put on 
his coat. Another, equally in a hurry, eyeing me well 
from head to foot, accompanied me up stairs, and when we 
had reached the great room, instead of being received 
by any one of the iamily, I found a servant maid bustling 
about, altering the position of chairs, rubbing tables, and 
heating tip cushions, “ What news may this he ?” thought 
I. “ I’erhaps this is not the day ; or I am eome too 
soon ! We shall see.” Jf I had been in I’crsia, waiting 
for the master of the house, I should have seated myself in 
the lowest place, and taken athantage of the solitude to say 
iny “ (iod fonjh’i’ iiic'i.,'’ and to ha\e counted my lieads , 
but here, where there is no lowest place, I did not know 
exactly how and where to dispose of iny person. However, 
in order to recall sotni' ideas of our own customs, and see¬ 
ing a small carpet before the fire-place, j-recisely the same 
as those which we use for saying prayers upon, J then- 
knelt down, took out my rosary, and saitl my futtch, and 
ln'gau upeiii a hundred and one until 1 was ooea- 
sionally interrupted by some one putting their heat! within 
the door, and drawing it out hastily again before I could 
see who it was. At length 1 heard a knocking, and, tired 
of waiting. I looked out of the window, and tliere saw the 
father of Hoggs dismounting from his horse very deliber¬ 
ately. “ It is evident,” said I, “ we don’t count by the 
.same watches. Kither my luck is on the turn, and I havt; 
missed tlte fortunate hour, or the inhabitants of this house 
arc totally unmindful of times and places.” Very soon 
after 1 was relieved by another loud knock, and in great 
form a servant announced some event which 1 could tiot 
understand, when, lo I a hliiniitni dressed in jilumcs, a 
young lady, an elderly gentleman, and another fresh¬ 
looking man, walked into the ajiartmcnt. They all looked 
at me in various ways ; the khiimim smirked, the young 
virgin gazed at me with a little glass Instrument, whidi she 
applied occasionally to her eye, the old man looked at me 
with indififercncc, the other as if he would speak to me; 
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but instead of accosting <ne, tliejbur adjourned to a win¬ 
dow, and whispered to each otlier. Hut immediately after 
this in rushed the uiainma Hogf?, followed by her <laugh. 
ters, each in various Mages of haste, talking all together, 
and making many speeches to a])ologise for not being 
ready. They then in a body bounded towards me, and 
“ I’rinee!” in larious intonations, was echoed amongst 
them, asking me sundry <;uestions, fearing that 1 had been 
lotig waiting, and at length making me known to the per¬ 
sons who bad just arrieed. 1 saw that the fresh-looking 
man was a stranger, and he was introduced to the lady of 
the house by the elderly gentleman, lie was tlien brought 
uj) t!) me, and 1 was told liiat he was a very leariii'd man, 
a ]irofes.sor of many h.nguages, among others of J’ersian, 
but that his great strength lay itt Chinese. 

I tliougbt that J bad seen the elderly gentleman before; 
aiul, in truth, 1 recognised in Imn oni of t!ie I'our-and - 
tweiity sitters on ebaiis at the ludiin [lalace. Mrs, Hogg 
then wbis])ered to me that he was called a nabob, because 
be bad been long in India, and bad returned 'eiy rich; 
and that he had brought the learned man with him in 
'irder that he might converse with me, and interpret to the 
company what I miglit say. ■ This inniiah (for so 1 shall 
call him) then maile an .ittempt to nuike me a compli¬ 
mentary s[a'ecli in IVisi.ui, wliieh I could not in the least 
utiderst.and, aiul iluring the whole of the evening, although 
1 often spoke to him, I iieter could extract mote than 
“ hfl/i ndlith, yes, sir.” .Move comjiany came at distant in¬ 
tervals, and, by turns, 1 was pieseiitial to a doctor of 
physic, a lawyer, and a blithaaki, or colonel, eoinmanding 
one th'ousanil sepoys. 

Kvery body seemi'd ready to dine, but a lord was ex¬ 
pected, one of tbe uit/e r.v, and both the fatlier and the 
mother Hogg agrei'd that it would be nnlucky to begin 
without liim. AV'hilst we were all in anxious ex})ectation 
for liis arrival, a knock was beard, every hotly exclaimed 
“ Praises to the Prophet, here he is ! ” when in walked the 
young whiskered Ix'au who had excited my jealousy with 
regard to the fair liessy, and who had either been over¬ 
looked or unexpected. He seemed to be amazingly well 
o 4 
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pleased with himself. His salutations* consisted of nods j 
his speech was confined to sliglit lisps ; he looked with 
complacency at his feet; he ap])eared uncomfortahle alwut 
the throat; and he never seemed satisfied with the attitude 
he had taken on his legs. lie soon did what 1 had been 
longing to do. He immediately proceeded to perform the 
ceremony of wagging the elbow with the virgin, and talked 
with her and her sisters as if no dinner was in expectation. 
At length, after another half-hour's waiting, the absent lof<l 
liecamc imesent. He was made as mueh of as if there had 
been but one nnieer in the woild. I'lie father Hogg first, 
then the mother after him, presented him to their daugh¬ 
ters. He was soon informed that I was a prinee, at which 
lie aiipoared happy ; but the rest of the guests w'cre not 
put uiuler the shadow of bis comlesceiision. Al'hatevcr 
might have been his pretensions, however high be might 
have stood among the nobles of the land, he was more 
humble, more of a dervish in his appearance, than any one 
present, and instead of a general puffing uji of manner, 
which the other guests seemed to have adopted, he was not 
long in produeing amongst them a tone of quiet and un¬ 
pretending civility. He was under no sort of restraint 
himself ; the others evidently were ; and even the mamma 
Hogg, who naturally was all over imiuisitivcness, oflicious- 
ness, and ambition, now lowered her tone, and looked like 
a sitter in a corner. 

At length'the door opened, and the ceremony of walking 
to dinner was jierformed : it took much time. It was 
settled that I should hand the wife of the master of the 
house to table. The master himself took down the wife 
of the nabob ; and the lord was the conductor of one'of the 
daughters. The others followed as tliey could. 

The table presented a scene worthy of the riches of 
a king. There were as many glasses, cups, bottles, china, 
and curiosities, as would fit uji the taukchfhs* of the shah's 
largest room. Of candles and lamps not even the Ouli':- 
timf lighted U]> could boast more. I was seated in the 
place of honour, on the right hand of the lady of the 


* N'u hf“., cfinnrion t«» ull Vorsian aprirtrn»*nt^. 
*}- One ol the ot Perbia'it plcaMirc-liuuiies. 
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house (who would Ijclicve that ih I’crsia!)—on the other 
side sat the lord; near toe was posted the nioltah, that de¬ 
positary of oriental and other lani;ua,<;es, in order to inter, 
jiret what 1 might not he able to understand. In the 
neighbourhood were (he doctor and the lawyer ; but the 
object of my desires, the rose-bud round which the night¬ 
ingale of my heart was ever Uuttering, was placed far 
away, and, in turning my head to my right, I every now 
aiwl then caught a glimpse of her nose, not without, at the 
same tiini', and in the same line, encountering the hated 
nose and moustache of my rival. 

The itmrcr said little, but was very civil to his neigh¬ 
bour, the mamma Hogg, who almost exclusively devoted 
herself to him, leaving me to the moUnh. The Indian 
chair-sitter talked much of India, of nawahs, of curries, of 
crores of rupees. Kvfry tliini:, in Ins calculation, seemed 
to he fixed at so many rujices per month. His wife, who 
was seated next to the ma^ter of the feast, being wiihout 
the imnieiliate influence of tlie nniirr, exhibited all the 
splendour of her attire. Her arms groaned under the 
weight of talismans, her neck bore heavier chains than 
tho.se of oiir dervishes, and she drank as much wine as any 
one of the shah’s most active dancing women. The prin¬ 
cipal sign of recognition that passed between me and the 
in,an Hogg was the ceremonial of wiiu', by which much of 
the friendship, tind even the jiolicy, of the English is 
regulated. 'I'o drink wine with a man here is almost 
equivalent to eating salt with him in I’ersia. 1 also es¬ 
tablished the foundation of a friiiid.sliip with the other 
men guests, by drinking wine with them, which shows 
how favourably inclined to strangeis this nation is, .seeing 
that they weie the first to invite me to go through the 
ceremony. 

The doctor evidently was a man of great wisdom. 
Every body lent a ready ear to what he said, for he gave a 
detailed and jiarticular account of the nature of each dish 
at table. Some he jirescribed as totally forbidden ; others 
lie barely allowed to be tasted; there were aliout two 
which he said might lawfully be the food of man. He, 
however, ate of every one himself; and but few of the 
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guests seemed deterred b'y Ids words from eating of what 
they liked. He asked me several (jur.stioiis respecting our 
food ; he went further — he eiKpuied what might he our 
medicines principally in eases of disordered stomach. 

I rvas at a loss wliat to answer ; for there ap])i’arcd to 
me a necessity to use some of my host cloaked words on the 
occasion. 1 made several attempts to explain myself in 
English ; nohody could understand me. 1 recollected the 
scrape into which the ambassador had got with the hluini^in, 
and became doubly guarded. At length recourse was had 
to the mollah, anil he was asked to interpret what I said. 
I told him that in cases of hidigeslion we generally used 
the dc-'ilour. He boggled at this evidently ; but fearful 
lest his knowledge of I’ersi.iu should he called into ijuestion, 
be announced to the doctor that we used “ the custom of 
the country.” 'J’his puzzled ni.itters the more, until the 
nabob himself came to my assistance, anil he answered the 
questions of the doctor, after a form of words of which I 
was tol.ally ignorant. 

In the mean while, the mullah grew confused, and evi¬ 
dently much dissalislied with himself; when, looking at 
the back of his ]i!.ite, to his joy, he there discovered some 
(.'hinese characteis, and, in triumph, volunteered to give 
the meaning of them. Having jneviously ascertained my 
ignorance of that language, he gave a long explanation, 
which seemed to satisfy every body of his profound learn¬ 
ing, and restored to himself the eiiuihbriuru winch he had 
lost. 

Hy this time we had made great progress through the 
dinner ; a general remove had taken ]ilace, and the ser¬ 
vants handed about eertain sticks of a green sort of heib. 
I looked at the dish, but refused to eat thereof; the mother 
Hogg, however, pressed me over and over again not to let 
them pass ; and, at length, by way of an overpowering 
reason, she assured me that they had cost a great deal of 
money. 

“ yy dertr Ihit/ff hcH, ma'am " said I, “ l/ctii'i' cat tn- 
mat(?ii * ; Mtcr eat (hif,hmer<- .shau-ln.” 


* T'lc Pcrxuu 
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This made the amirr lauf'li; ^nd he very soon showe<l 
his good feeling, by going through the wine ceremony with 
me. 

Tlie lawyer had asked several questions eoneerning our 
laws ; and he was surprised to find that Mussulmans had 
no other code than that of the Koran. 

“ Hut, surely," said he, “ you must have lawyers as 
well as priests? How can a country exist without law¬ 
yers ? ” 

I answered that we had different gradations of expounii- 
er.s of the law ; and whetlier tliey were called ]iriests or 
lawyers, it came to the same thing. “ Then,” said 1, in 
my Mnglish, ” t/o/f, .'■•ir, i/nu tr// hiu- — v'hat liiw i/oti till'' 

“ 1 am a barrister, at your ser\ice," said he. 

“ You III! iiiili/f, sii — i/iiii 

“ No,” said he, “ 1 am not come to that yet.” 

‘‘ All !" then said 1, “ i/on nn riilc vhitr ii.s.'. ?” 

To this he made no reply ; but .seemed rather disc on- 
certeil when he heard eeery body laughing at what I had 
said til sober earnest, and which 1 endeavoured to explain 
to him was a dignity enjoyed i)riiiei|ialiy by our great 
niDlliths. inastntteh as white asses, and even white iiiule.s, 
are lookid upon as rare ami precious animals. 

A\ hen eteiy thing was over, the women, as usual, 
retired, and the men remained to drink. 1 released myself 
as soon as possible from the table, deteriniiied to make an 
effort to speak to “ that coy and tender fawn,” who had 
hitherto eluiled my attentions, and re.sohed to try whether 
my well-organi.sed beard would not bear down the in¬ 
significant whiskers of the long-spurred infidel. On re¬ 
turning to the hall of auiliettee, 1 found her preqiaring hot 
sherbet for the com|)any, and dining this operation 1 
managed to slip into her hand a copy of verses, in which 
the strength of niy jiassioii was avowed. 1 pretended that 
I hail w'rilten out a I’ersian les.soit, and told her that if she 
could not decipher it by herself, I would willingly explain 
it at her first leisure. 

She seemed very mueh pleased, tinil assured me that 
it should have a eonspieuoiis place in her album. I did 
not know what album meant, nor did I ask ; but con- 
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soliiip; myself by the ideli that it meant eitlier her heart or 
her breast, or some such tender siftnifieation, my head 
touched the skies, and 1 was almost inclined to cut myself 
all over with my dagger in her ])rcsonce, in order to show 
the violence of my love. Hut at this moment lAiiigsjmrs 
came up to where we stood, ami endeavoured to conciliate 
me by offering to share a snuff-box with me. 1 was too 
suspicious of his intentions to accejet any thing from him ; 
and as I now felt that 1 had, iti fact, gained a strong posi¬ 
tion in the affections of the fair Hessy, 1 abandoned the 
field to him, and took iny departure, notwithstanding the 
entreaties of the mamma and the other ladies to play at 
various games. “ Ah!” said 1, leaving the room, “having 
played at love, my heart rejects all other pastitne.” 


CHAPTER Xlll. 

Koxouas PROVE TlVOCaLESOMS; TO HAJIl B\BA; AXO UK KFCElVrS 

.'•TlilKiyc: MARKS Ol' TH)- AMBASSADOR’S IHSPLIASUKP_HE 

JiUEADS A liLRFlLION IN ENt.LAM). 

I pAssEB the whole of the next day in thinking of my love, 
and writing verses on her perfections. 1 saw little of the 
ambassador, who I believe was taken U|> with nearly a 
similar occupation in the service of his own charmer ; hut 
on the following morning I received a summons to attend 
him. 

I found him walking about the room like a Frank, with 
one of those large daily sheets in his hand common to 
England, which lie had been reading with his master. As 
soon as 1 a])peared, he roared out, “ For the love of 
Allah I tell me, besides ourselves, are there any mad Iranis 
in this country ? ” 
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, “ What know I, O Mirza.^” Vas my answer. “ Ttr- 
haps there may he.” 

“ A\'ho is this,” pointing to the ]>aper, said he, “ wliois 
tiiis dog’s son wlio calls himself Prince Hajji liaha ? Head, 
hy your soul, read, and see what a dish of filth this lie- 
sjieaking paper has heen eating.” 

J looked at th<‘ jiiiper, and there, to my dismay I read, 
with the hel]) ot the master, in a large column, a long ac¬ 
count of the dinner I h.ad eaten at the father of Hoggs, in 
which 1 was designated, in large characters, as, “ His High, 
ness Prince Mirza Hajji liaha.” Every hody's name was 
there in the fullest detail. 1 copied it afterwards in my 
journal, in order to ))o,ssess a R])eciiiieu of that extraordinary 
custom jieculiar to the English, of making a public register 
of their dinners, and of the ])eople whom they feed. M’hat 
would tilt Arab, in hi.^ tent, think of such sort of hos¬ 
pitality, he who kills the fatted lamb for his guests, and 
lives ujioii parched corn himself.^ The writing was 
thus: — 

“ J/r. iiik! ilfr.v. Ildijii'.'! iiriiiid nilrrliiiiimcnt, Vortlnnd 
Place. — Tuc.'.i’ (lii^tiiiyiii.slwd /ii.sliioiiahUv yure a stijierb eti- 
/ertaiiniieiit to hi.i kiijhicss the PerKHtn priuce, Mirza 
Ilajji liaha. The table oraainciited vith derieea eta- 
bleiliatieal a/ the J'rieiid.tht/i that e.riit.f between paylattd and 
Per.sia. The pnylish lion and the Per,\ian snn were seen 
shuhiny hands tayethcr in a beautiful transparenry. It 
would be. neeille.ts to describe the inaynifieetiee if the dinner ; 
it is snjffieient to my. that it consisted of all the ln.i'nrie.s of 
the .'.ea.'.uii. Ilis hiyhne.is was observed to eat tniieh if some 
of the finu.st ii.sparayiis that ever was seen, provided by 
Jiles.srs. Peas and lieiiiii', if Pond Street, which cost five 
yaineas the hundred. Aninny the eomynny to meet his 
hiyhness, we reinarbed Lord Softly, Sir Henry and Lady 
Curry, the famous Chinese philosopher, IIo-llo. besides a 
loiiy list of the haul ton.” 

“ Well, have you read ? ” said the ambassador to me, 
whilst 1 was considering what answer to make. 

“ Yes,” said I, hesitating, “ 1 have read. Strange cus- 
ttims have these English ! Nobody can eat a mouthful in 
this country without its being proclaimed abroad, even 
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more publicly than the profession of our faith is proclaimed 
from tlie tops of our mos<]ues.” 

“ In fine,” sail! the ambassador, “ you will not confi'ss 
that you, and you only, are tln' prince who so worthily 
have been feeding with the llogqs. (io, go, you have 
found friends worthy of you.” 

“ It is not iny fault,” said I, “ if I am called a prince. 
If these blockheads, who write whatever comes into their 
heads, were to choose to call me the angel Michael, cOuld 
1 hinder them ? ” 

“ Go,” said the ambassador, as his anger rose, “ go, 
speak no nuire. A ])erson who makes friends under a 
false ch.aracter, who gives himself out for a king’s son, and 
who .secretly lives and feeds with unclean beasts, such a 
person deserves to he blown from the moutli of a hoinh. 
After all, man, 1 am somebody here ; our shah is some¬ 
body. Our he.irds are not to he at a discount because the 
barber's son of Ispahan chooses to make a personage of 
himself.” 

“ U'liUdli hii'/fih exclaimed I. “ By Allah, Mirza, 1 
have done nothing in this. If I have committed an oHence 
ill eating a dinner, 1 acknowledge it. If my friend’s 
name happens to he that of the unclean beast, it is not my 
fault; it was my evil destiny to make his acipiainUmce. 
1 am a h.aiher's son, ’t is true, hut wliy should 1 he blown 
from the mouth of a homh.r \\ hy are you so /irDi she- 
fakut, so littli kind, towards me 

By this time, words running high between us, two or 
three of the servants had sHp.-fd into the room and .stood 
before their master, whilst the Iviglish teacher, seeing a 
storm imjiending, hastily took his departure. 

“ JMii.shiilhih! praise' to Allah,” s.iid the ambassador 
mockingly to Seid, the black slave, and 'I'aki, the ferash: 
“ .see, see, this is a .vWi tvo/e/i, a prince !” ])oinling to me. 
“ Make your lowest prostration to him. We aie nobody 
now ! We are the least of the least before him ! ” 

“ What words are these ? ” said 1, becoming angry in 
my turn. “ M’hy do you speak to me thus.^ If you 
were to live more with us, and less with the infidels, I 
should not be leduccd to seek refuge among the Hoggs.” 
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“ Do you address me in this wanner?'' roared tlic am¬ 
bassador, liis face becoming livid with rage, and every hair 
of his beard distended. '• Have you forgotten who 1 am, 
you less than man ? Your old cow of a rizier is no longer 
in existence, that you should give your.self such air-s it~ 
member that! 'I'he son of a barber may be a prince in 
Kngland, but he will be less than a dog’s barber when he 
returns to IVisia. (Jo. g;o,” said he, with a most con- 
tciii])tu(ius toss of his hand, “ go about your business, and 
do not venture to see me again.” 

'• M’ould to 1! eaven that I could!” said 1, as I was 
stepinng out of the room ; but these last words blew uj/ 
his fury to its height, and screaming with rage, he invoked 
the servants who stood before him, “ He speaks again ' 
Seize, seize him, Seii! ! Taki! teize that sou of a dog. 
and give him the shoe. .You 'll s])cak again, will you ? 
You, whose father's grave I have deiiied !” 

lJ])on which he, tiie ambassador, rushed ,it, me, shoe iti 
hand, anil <;ave me two or three blows on the mouth with 
the heel of it, whilst Seid and Taki held my hands. 1 
immediately made a tapid descent, they after me, until I 
reached Ib.e door of the house, which 1 opened, and in an¬ 
other second found mysi lf in the middle of the street. 

“ M'here can I go now?” thought I. ‘‘ There is no 
sanctu.ary to fly to ; J eaimot take rel'uge in a hot bath, as 
I eoiild in Telir.m. ISeside the Heggs, whom do I know 
here? And if I were to appear before lliem, as an outcast 
inste.id of a pi nice, would they take me in ? ' 1 wandered 
ahoul the city for .-eveial hours, at one time di'iiloring mv 
hard fate, and making unfeasible plans of returning te 
Persia ; tit another, eiilnetiiiig my present mi.sery hy hopes 
of future good foituiie, and of hecoiiiing independent of 
I'very thing hy the jiossession of tho moou-fa'‘ed Jiessy. 

! was (piiilly jiioceediiig along one of the princiiial 
thoroughfares of the eity, when 1 perceived a great mass 
of troops in full mareh, accompanied hy several pieces of 
artillery, escorted hy an immense mob of the dirtiest of the 
English, who were reiiiliiig the air with abusive words, and 
occasionally assaulting the soldiers with stones. 1 re- 
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inarkeil tliat coiistcrnatio/i aiipoarcd in* tlie faces of some, 
whilst others ajil)eare(l totally unconcerned. 

“ What news is this?” said J, to a man who had just 
stepped out of his shop to see the sight. 

“ Oh,” said lie, “ 1 believe they are going to take up a 
man." * 

Only a man?” said 1. “ If you require this force 
to take a man, what must you require to take a city ? ” I 
was so impressed with this str.aiige scene, that 1 thought 
no more of my private miseiies, but immediately returned 
to my home in all haste. 1 felt that the andiassador ought 
to know the state of things. 'I'he tirmans from the shah, 
which we had lately received, and which I had nad, had 
given him such positive instructions to .ascertain what were 
the means of this country, and its stability as a government, 
that to let him be ignorant of nvliat seemed to me .an in. 
dicatioii of its ruin, would lie sli.aiiteful neglect. I’erhaps, 
too, thought ], he may forget what has so reeently hap¬ 
pened, and may take me into favour again. At all events, 
even at the risk of getting more blows on the mouth. I’ll 
tell him into wdiat a stale this eountry has fallen ; and if 
the rebellion, which h.as evidently begun, is not jmt down, 
he will see the necessity of providing for our safely. 

1 soon found myself at home again, but the ambassador 
was out. lily countrymen W’cre so accustomcil themselves 
to be beaten, to receive the slioc-hcel on their mouths, and 
to be otherwise molested, that they scarcely took notice of 
what had befidlen me. Mohamed lieg alone felt for me, 
and jiartook of my misfortune. tV’e talked the matter 
over, .sighing as he exjircssed a wish that we were all safe 
in Iran again. AVhen I told him what 1 liarl just wit¬ 
nessed in the streets, that it was evident, from the warlike 
preparations which 1 h.ad remarked, and from what the 
man told me when I had questioned him, that some khan 
or governor was yaghi, that is, bad become a rebel, and 
that we possibly might be imjrlicated in danger and blood¬ 
shed, he turned pale, and said two or three asta ferallaha 
in a breath. We both of us became anxious for the re- 

• This evidently alludes to Sir Francih Burdett's visit to the Tower in 1810. 
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turn of the ambassador, in order dat no delay should take 
[dace to inform him of the aspect of affairs; and we he- 
San to ealcnlate how soon we might begin our journey 
liiiek whence we came. 

“ I fear," said Mohamed Beg, “ that it was an un¬ 
lucky hour when we left the infidel Smirna; for it has 
always been upon my mind, that had we only remained 
there a week longer, there would have been one of the 
most fortunate conjunctions of the |)lanets that can exist in 
the heavens. But that bankrupt mehmandar, curse on his 
beard! hurried us away against every law', human or 
divine, and see what has ha])pened ! A rcliellion amongst 
the infidels ! 'I'hc loss, [ierha[)s, of our lives ; or the being 
earrieil away as slaves by the conquering [larty ! Al'iiat 
shall we do, (> llajji?” 

I endeavoured to console him by assuring him that the 
danger was not so imminent, [lerhaps, as lie thought; that 
the king of England had [lower in his hand ; that he was 
c'videiitly a strong [irince, and an owner of shi[is and guns ; 
and that by the blessing of Allah he might Overthrow the 
rebel khan, who was now disturbing his government. If 
he could once catch him, by cutting off his head, ami 
[lutting bis family, wives, children, and relations, to death, 
no doubt, as in our own country, every thing would soon 
get into its old train again. 

“/n.'/m/Ai/i Iii.shall<ili! I’lease Allah!” exclainieil 
Mohamed Beg, with a deep sigh — “■ Inshallalt !” 


( IIAPTEll XIV. 

ilE SlAKrs ms PFACS WITH MIRZA riROl'Z.-EXCITES IN HIM 

CERTAIN Al'FRI IICNSIONS CONCFRMNG THE STATE OF ENGLAND, 
AND Tlir SLCCRITA' OF HER FINANCES. 


As soon as the ambassador returned, Mohamed Beg, as 
concerted between us, ajipeared before him, and with con- 
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ciliatoiy words iiifoinici; liiin, that I tvas in waiting to ui- 
i'old oiTtniii iimllers of consc‘(|uence. 

'I'lu' wlioic of the inoniing's wratli appeared to have 
pas^ed from liiin, and with the all-cheering recollection in 
ins niind ol l!i(' death of his enemy, which acted upon his 
dl-huiiioor like sunshine upon the damps of a cavern, he 
was now (jinle composed, and his spirits were W'ell u]). 1 

w.i.s summoned betore liim, and his recejition of me was 
.liter the following manner: — 

“ W hat has hajipeiied, llajji?" 

“ 1 beg to repieseiu, for the good of your service,’' said 
I, “ tliat I have seen ceilain tilings to-day in this city 
winch ale necessary should he known to \ou. Men are in 
lelnllion, troops have arrived, guns are brought in, and it 
IS ivideiit that something is in agitation, which will require 
u' to [lilt our trust in <iod.” 

“ Is that all r" said the ambassador, holding up his fore- 
fnger in deiision. " Ay, bariltdllali ! ay, well done, 
joiiice ; thou ait a man of observation, and an understander 
i.f tilings. Do you weigh these inlidcls in the same scale 
that you would ourselves ? Don’t you know that the ea]> 
vvhicli would fit them will not fit us 

'■ \\ hat do wo know said Moliamed Beg, taking my 
]iart. *■ A rebel is a lehel, he he ill whatever country he 
may ; ami a man’s head may fly oil’ by the einietar of an 
mfidti, as wi'II as by that of a true believer.” 

“ tio, make yourselves easy,” said the ambassador, “ no¬ 
thing vvill hapiieii to in, whatever may to the Kiighsh. 1 
have had iiiueli eonvers.ilion with the vizier, and he has ex- 
jdained to me, that the coiiiinotioiis which occasionally lake 
j'lacein this country are quite necessary to its well-being.’’ 

“ Sucli peihaps may be the case,” said 1, “ in all coun¬ 
tries. 'J'he tyranny of Aga Moliamed Shah became iii- 
su]>i)oi table to Persia, and he was ]mt to death. IVe are 
conic here to make tieatics and agreements with the king of 
England ; if he ware to lose liis life, how do we know 
whether his successors would ratify them Before we go 
turlher, 1 who am the least of your servants, would re- 
eomineiid you to enquire more narrowly into the state of this 
country, and the stability of the present shah’s throne.’’ 
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“ You do not speak ill,” saiTf tlic ainkassador: '• whore 
IS the mehinandar ? let us ask liini, what does all this 
mean? IVhatever he says you will duly wiite down, and 
by the next letteis sent to the shah's pate at 'J'ehran, we 
will detail all that has hiijipetied, and pi\e in a lew words a 
full aeeount of the pot erimient of this eoiiutry.” 

“ It is indeed noeessary that our eyes should he kept 
open, () Mirra !” said 1. “ For in atlditiou to the symp¬ 

toms of rehellion and disaireetedness which ate showing 
themselves, 1 have heard that this eoiintry is so nittcli 
oppressed hy debt, and tlii' ereditots aie heeominp so 
ehunorous to he paid, that sooner or later the whole ad¬ 
ministration must break uji, and tliose who have lent will 
fall to pelhneli, and pet hack their ])roperty in tin best way 
they can.” 

“ Is it so ? what <lu you say ? what news is thi.t? what 
sort of povernment is this ? I ant full of astonishment. 
How is it ])Ossihle for a stale to he in debt? The Iting 
takes wiiat is necessary from his iteojile, and there is an 
end to it. do, for dod’s sake, anti en(|nire.” All this was 
said in a breath ; and now that the anihassadoi's enriosity 
was excited, every other tihjeet was forgotten until it was 
satisfied. 

At this moment entered the mehinandar ; and the shower 
of questions which the andtassador immediately poured over 
him so astonished him, that he looked liked one dreiiehed, 
whose breathing and power of utterance were taken from 
him. 

” SahiO ntini, my sir,” said Mirza Firouz, ” for the 
love of your mother, inform us of a few things. AThal is 
all thi.s'that we hear? Is your government turned u])side 
down ? Are your khans in rebellion ? Are your jieojile 
running mad ? kV'hy is your city invaded hy soldiers and 
cannon ? It must he false, that which is said, that all 
these preparations are made only to seize one man. Is it 
true that your shah does not know where to bestow his 
head ? Are your viziers’ understandings turning round 
and round ? What means this great debt of yours ? For 
Khoda's sake tell me all you know. My shah will cut my 
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head off, if in relating thi’se things I sliow the least negli¬ 
gence.” 

The mcliinandar having heard him out, instead of looking 
disconsolate at this melancholy picture of the state of his 
eountry, laughed outright, thereby disconcerting me not a 
little, who had put the match to this explosion of (juestions. 

'• ”1' is most true,” said the mehmandar, “ that these 
troops and these guns wdiieh have entereil the town have 
been brought in eonsequenct of the apprehension of some 
jio]>ular tumult, and of the ])Ossibility of that tumult break, 
ing out upon the seizure of one man. Hut make yourself 
easy : this is not a rebellion such as you occasionally see 
in Persia, where a khan at the head of his tribe disowns the 
jurisdiction of your shah, and defies his power.” 

That may be true,” said the ambassador, slopjiing the 
mehmandar’s narrative ; “ but your debt — the money your 
government owes tell me of that. If it be so in reaiitv, 
how will your shah be able to fulfil his engagements to¬ 
wards Persia ? ” 

Our debt!” said the mehmandar in astonishment- 
“ what of tlmt ? '* 

“ Yes, sir,” saiil the ambassador, “ your debt. You 
acknowledge dial you have one.” 

“ (.'ertainly, who ever doubted it ? ” said he ; “we have 
a very large, and a very heavy debt.” 

“ All! there, you see,” saiil the Mirza, exultingly. “ we 
are not sueh dolts as you would take us for. Although we 
arc Persians, and live beyond the mountains, yet the business 
of the world is known to us. W'e are not without thought, 
believe me, sir. Persians are not such asses.” 

“ All that may be very true,” said the mehmandar; 
“ but what has that to do with our debt 

“It has thus much to do,” answered the Mirza, “ that 
we must come to some explanations. What may be the 
amount of your nation’s debt ? ” 

“ Whatever explanations you require, you will receive. 
1 am afraid,” said he, “ that you have not words in Per¬ 
sian sufficiently comprehensive to embrace the extent of the 
sum. Let me see ; it will be about one hundred and 
twenty thousand crorcs of tomauiis !” 
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“ Allah! Allah*! ” was exclifimed by all of us at one 
breath. “It cannot be," said the ambassador ; “ it is im¬ 
possible : so great an absunlity cannot enter into the con¬ 
ception of man. After all, sir, we are Persians — we are 
not asses. Your statement is an assertion without mean¬ 
ing. It cannot be.” 

“ It is but too true,” said the mehmandar. • 

“ Not all the treasure which Nadir Shah seized at Delhi, 
added to the riches of the Seffis, the wealth of the Klimile/ior, 
increased with the immense accumulation of money and 
jewels of our present shah, not all these added together 
would amount to half this sum. England must conquer the 
whole world, and seize upon its revenues, before she can 
collect money to pay off the whole of this debt.” 

“ Hut,” said the mehmandar, “ we do not wish it all to 
l)e paid off: w'e should look upon such an event as a’ na¬ 
tional misfortune : were it so, we should be reduced to the 
necessity of burying our money under ground, as you <Io in 
Persia, or living by the sweat of our brow in tilling the 
earth. The possession of money would be an inconve¬ 
nience ; we should have no one to take care of it for us, as 
we have now, and, moreover, paying us a good sum for 
being .allowed so to do.” 

“ The.se sort of schemes, to say the truth,” said the am¬ 
bassador to me and Mohamed Beg, “ we do not understand. 
To be over-loaded, and to rejoice in the burden, is what 
neither ass, mule, nor camel would do. You,” turning to 
the mehmandar, “ you, it seems, are an exception to this 
rule." Then playing with the tip of his la-ard, in deep 
thought, bp “"claimed again and again, “ I 41 illaha Uallah I 
fine hundred and twenty thousand crores of tomauns I ” 

The mehmandar was no sooner gone than we began to 
give vent to our astonishment and incredulity. 

“ That man,” said Mohamed Beg, “ is a liar; he must 
be a liar: who can believe his stories ? Path Ali Khai^ 
our king of poets himself, could never have invented such 
lies, if he had even tried for them in his dream.” 

“ These Franks, ’tis true,” said I, “ differ totally from 
ourselves: but, after all, there are things credible, and 
things incredible. If a man were to tell me that he had 
*• 3 
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M'CB a house as large as th'e mountain of Domawend, who 
would believe him ^ not even this lyiiip; mchmandar. One 
has hiard of fifty erores, and even of a hundred crores, 
but wliose niiagination ever compassed the sum he men¬ 
tions ? ” 

“ True, true, you say,” cried out the ambasstidor: “ we 
imist mtl wiite tliis to be laid at the foot of the king of 
l.iiigs. U'e have already aetiuired a sufficient reputation 
fur being liars of the first class, that it shouhl he increased 
by this giant lie. 1 dread lest the accounts which we have 
already transmitted be disbelieved, particularly those re¬ 
lating to the sliijis and guns possessed by thi English. 
Let us hear hotv tliev are receited first, before we venture 
U|ion descriptions reiiniring a more capacious faith. After 
all, our heads are ol' more couse<iuence to us than the 
strength and wealth of this country, even if all that we 
hear be true !” 

Ujion this we jiarted ; and I wrote what had passed in 
niy journal. 


flUAPTER XV. 

lllF mislANS AKF- lAKFN T() SEC SIOIITS. —OF WOOIWUIl AND 

irs AKTii.i.Eur. — or iiajji haiia’s inconvenient iiuends. 

Tut; ambassador at various times had been taken by the 
mehuiandar to sec many wonderful things. ()cca.sioualJy 
he took one or two of his suite with him, but seldom did I 
accom))any him. lie had dined with the heir apparent to 
the throne of England ; and the accounts which he gave of 
the magnificence he had witnessed on that occasion were 
eijual to any thing related of the feasts of the great shah 
Abbas. Others of the king’s sons also gave him entertain¬ 
ments ; and scarcely a nobleman was there who had not in¬ 
vited him to his house. lie was now persuaded to see 



some of the ]tnl)lie estaUisliineiits*, and a day was fi\ed foi 
visiting one of the great or arsenals of the 

country. 

fVhen llte day came, to my astonishment he ordered me 
to accompany him. On .several occasions 1 hiul ])erceive<l 
that he wished to make me forget Ids past ill treatment, and 
this was a favour which couvinced me that my fortunes 
were again on the rise. ) had almost forgotten my II eggs 
in the events of the last few days ; bin now as liie snn 
shone again upon me, 1 determined once mote to jniisue my 
object in cultivating their acipiaintaiice. 

M' e went to a place called Woolwich, and there were 
received hy officers of consetjiience. 'J'liere was nothing 
very remarkatile in the Innldings; hut, hy my heard! 
when we came to see tile gnus, existence fled from our 
heads! W'e saw cannons of all sizes and denominations, 
enough to have jiaved the way, if plaeed side hy side, from 
Tehran to Tahriz ; if placetl lengthways, tjod only k niws 
where they would have reached — into the \eiy grave of tin 
father of all the Russians perhaps ! 

''link! hah! hah!" cxel.aimed the anihas.s.ador ; s.iy 
after this that this nation is ruined ! Why, here is enough 
to blow tlie debt, and the creditors to iioot, thousands of 
yiarasangs beyond the farthest dehanimi! (io to, go to, my 
little uncle,” said he to me, “ let us talk no more of the 
ruin of England. The friendship of such a nation is not 
to bo thrown away. If the 'J'uieonian or Vuzheg once 
knew that Fath Ah Shall was a friend to a king who jios- 
sesses ten thousand caiiiion, and ten iiiillioiis of cannon 
halls, whose dog would he he to tliink of di.sowning Ids su¬ 
premacy ” 

dVe were taken from one wonder to another, with onr 
hands to our mouths, sucking the fingers of astonislmient 
and admiration. Secrets were explained wliieh before liad 
been kept under the veil of ignorance. The making of a 
gun now ap]>e.ared as easy to us as twisting a piece of sugar. 
We saw iron flowing about as liquid as the V'aters of a 
canal, and becoming a cannon, a ball, a bar, or a nail at 
pleasure. 

I noted down what we saw, agreeing all the time with 
p 4 
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my chief, that in vain I urote, in vain we might take oaths^ 
we should find no one in Persia to believe us. 

Among the officers who conducted the ambassador 
through the establishment was a young “ no-heard,” who 
attached himself particularly to me, and who showed me 
all sorts of attentions. 1 was fearful lest this preference 
might be noticed by my chief, and therefore rather shunned 
him. The cause of his attentions was exjdained when the 
youth informed mo that he was a young Hogg, son to iho 
worthy family who had taken me into frientlship. When 
we had shaken our elbows, I enquired after his parents, 
and to my dismay he told me that he expected their arrival 
every moment. To prevent their introduction to the am¬ 
bassador now apj)eared impossible ; and if the mother was 
to call me prince in his hearing, 1 foresaw that my former 
miseries nUght again be renewed, and that perhaps 1 should 
be disgraced in the very face of the assembled company. 
What was to be done ? Seeing that the ambassador was 
in an excellent flow of spirits, and jiarticularly pleased at 
having iliscovercd that our apprehensions concerning the 
distressed state of England must be false, 1 thought that 
the best mode of meeting the dilemma in which 1 stood 
was to make him a partaker of it; therefore 1 took the first 
opportunity of saying to him, — 

“ If you wish to bum the fathers of those who call me 
prince, bUmilUih I in the name of Allah, now is the time,” 
pointing to the young officer, “ he is one of them.” 

“What words arc these, said he, kindly ,- 

“ whatever is gone is gone,” 

“ Sir,” said I, “ these people do not understand our 
manners. Whatever I may say, they will persevere in 
making me a personage, when you know as well as I that I 
am nobody but the son of Kerbelai Hassan, the Ispahan 
barber.” 

“ Go, go,” said he ; “ say no more about it.” 

By this time we had been conducted into a handsome 
room, where we found refreshments spread on a table, and 
moreover a crowd of well-dressed ladies and khanums ready 
to receive us. Nothing is to be done in England, we had 
long ago remarked, without women and eating. 
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I was soon infoirofed of the arrivel of my friends ; for the 
old lady, at the head of her daughters, approached me 
without ceremony, and at once asked me to introduce her 
to the ambassador. To this I thought it best to assent; 
and pointing them out to him, T said in Persian, “ These 
are my friends, the unclean animals. For the sake of your 
child, say something to them, and then my soul will be 
free.” 

He very good-naturedly did as I requested, and said, in 
his own English, laughingly, and pointing to me, — 

“ Prince IcH me, ma'iaii, you x'ery good friend hin. He 
otic very good, very great prinee, mu'mu. He love, all Hoggs, 
and you very much." 

M'hat was said in beard-laughing the old lady took in 
good earnest, and bending her kiii’es several times up and 
down, she seemed to have lost all power of speech, and 
could say nothing but, “ Yes, your excellency! ha, your 
excellency ! hey, your excellency ! ” Most luckily for me, 
she seemed entirely to have forgotten me and my princi. 
pality in her confusion. 

She was brought a little to herself when the ambassador, 
having remarked the attractions of tlie blooming Uessy, 
said, 

“Prince, very good taste, ma'am. Mashallah! all 
Persian man like, good moon-fuee." 

“ Your excellency is very kind,” said the mother of my 
fair one: “ Bessy is better than handsome, she is good ; 
and here is my Mary, too, she is an excellent girl, and fond 
of the poor! ’’ 

“ Penuh be khoda ! refuge in God !” exclaimed the am¬ 
bassador to me in Persian, “ let us be free of your unclean 
friends! ” and turned upon his heel to speak to a very 
beautiful virgin, who had been brought up to him by her 
mother. 

This movement threw my friends upon my hands. They 
who now had heard me styled “ prince” by my chief, and 
who were indebted to me for an introduction to him, could 
not sufficiently testify their gratitude. I, too, flattered 
myself diat 1 had performed a inasterstroke of policy, in 
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turninp; a siniaii<m of difttfulty into one ofi advantatrc, and 
tlius till' siinsliiiic of' j)i'os|>crity auaiii beained upon tne. 

1 now ni.'idc iiiy advances to the object of iny admiration 
with more conliiU iice in myself. 1 iii(’.senle<l her with an 
oraiipe. 1 Mpbe<l once or twice quite loud, close to her 
ear. I rubbed ibe skirl of my cloak apamst the back of 
her jielisse. A few other imbcalious of my passion 1 also 
eoutimied to make from time to time, which 1 flattered 
myself would jiass for love ; but whether it would be taken 
for Kuplisb love, that, to me, coiilinued a jioiut of un- 
eertainty, and 1 l.inped to srel a lesson from some younpr 
jiraetitioner. i\ll I was domp inielit be set down for 
I’ersian manners, and if il were, my labour would be in 
vain. 1 became deteimiueil to iboroupbly uudersl.ind my 
business before 1 proceeded further ; and therefore looked 
about me narrowly to seewhellier I could discover any ex¬ 
hibition of the tender )iassion amoiip the company present. 
My younc; friend, brother to niy charmer, was, I perceived, 
very closely seated ne.ir the be.autiful damsel who had been 
introduced to our chief. I s.ivv that the eyes llad much to 
do in their intercour.se. “ 11a, ha ! '* tlioupht 1 ; “ we un¬ 
derstand eye-iday perfectly ; without that there would lie 
no love in Persia.” 'I’hen helping on shawls, and picking 
up gloves, appealed to me another re(|uisitc. “ This is 
new to me,” said 1, “ let me be mindful of that.” I caught 
the virgin blushing. (.)h ! could I hut m.ako my fair 
Itessy bhislij” thought 1, “ my bu.siness would be com- 
jdetc! ” 1 saw the youth blush too. “ 1 11 cut off my 

be,ard,'’ thought 1 ; “ for hi me blush like the sun, il would 
never shine through my black hair!” At that moment the 
ambassador, liaving seated himself at the table, two olit 
ladies, the chief ])eisonages no doubt of the entertainment, 
■were placed on either side of him, which he no sooner jier- 
ceived tlian calling aloud to the beautiful houri in question, 
and at the same time waving his napkin, he asked her to 
come and sit next to him, to the utter discomposure of the 
old ladies, who seemed to think themselves very ill used. 

There was a general pause at this movement, and it was 
quite evident that the young ♦Iks, as well as the old ladies, 
were distressed by this summons. 
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“ Very odd !” Bnumblcd out one" of the old khanuins. 

“ V'ety ill bred ! ” reiiiiirked the other. 

“ 'J'lus is what they call thrown]}; the handkerchief, I 
suppose," saul an elderly officer to me with a nose as red as 
his coat, and hair as white as his trousers. 

“ Throwina: what, sir?” said I. 

“ M’hy, when one of your nation,” said he, ''admires 
a lady, he throw's bis handkerchief at her ; is it not so ? ’ 

“ That can’t be,” said 1 to him as avell as 1 could, “ be¬ 
cause we seldom use a li.aiidkerchicf; and when we do, it 
is to wi]ie our hands after eating. On a journey we wrap 
up our cold rice ill it !” 

'J'he old soldier begged my jiardon, seemed surprised at 
what 1 had told him, but thanked me for my informatuni, 
which he immediately repealed to his neighbour: both of 
them after that held u|) their hands in surjirisc. 

'J'he ambassailor, ui>on rising from talile, released the 
young maiden from a situation which evidently had been 
very little to her satisfaction, although her mother seemed 
to be in the seventh heaven for the distinction which had 
been conferred on her daughter. “ Let me be naked and 
tinsliorn ; let me live on roots, and sleep on flints, so that 
1 have but eonsideratioii,” saith the wild dervish. It is 
tlic same ainoiig the Lnglish ; distinction, consideration — 
these they seek above all other things. 'I'he Hoggs would 
have given their wealth for them. For them Mary would 
become a martyr, IJessy siiueeze her foot into a (diiuese 
shoe, Jessy be buried in a cell full of books, and the old 
mother be dragged through the dirt at the tail of a Duchess 
Begum. 

1 was full of these thoughts as w'e drove back to the 
great city ; and cxce))ting my being recognised for a prince, 
which peihaps might advance my suit with the old folks, I 
liegan to des]iair of being able to win the affections of the 
fair English maiden. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

HAJJI BVr.A T\Krs I.rSSONS IN Till, ART OI' I [>Vr.- HI mis 

TIIRAI INTO I'RAf'TICK, ANIJ AIIIl-TS MriH AlOit ri Ht ATION. 

“ I wiM, no longer live in a state of uncertainty,” thought 
I, as 1 rose from my bed on the next morning, and I renjiated 
Uiis resolution, as I combed my beard before the looking- 
glass. “ Here arc grey hairs coming on apace," .said I, 
glancing at several which obtruded themselves among the 
mass of black ; “ and if I delay a day longer, there is no 
daughter of the infidel who would have me, evi'ii were I 
tile first cousin of our blessed I’rophet himself ! ” I deter, 
mined forthwith to make my love known to the fair Bessy, 
and to propose lawful marriage to her. The original con¬ 
versation which I had had with the mother at the jilayhouse 
was still fresh in my memory. Since then I had learned 
that each daughter was to be endowed with above a crore 
of tomauns; and with that sum in my pocket, what dog 
was there in Persia who would dare call into question the 
respectability of my ancestors ? Before I ventured upon 
tliis step, 1 determined to take a “ fall in Hafiz.”* 

“ Let me see,” said 1, “ what my good guide will tell 
me.” Ill order to perform this act propitiously, I went 
tlirough the proper ablutions, saiil my prayers, and then 
took the book in hand. I made the necessary invocations, 
and then with much apprehension opened it. My eyes fell 
upon the following words:—“ Take the rose wherever you 
can find it, but scratch not your fingers in the attempt.” 

“ Thanks to Heaven,” said I, “it will do. As for 
scratching my fingers, I have done nothing but scratch 
them all my life through ; and the miseries which an infidel 
girl can inflict never can exceed what that semi-demon of 
Sugarlips made me suffer. Jimnil/ah!" said I, and girded 
myself with my best shawl on the occasion. But still I 
felt that I was ignorant of the customs of the Franks, and 
that I ought not to take Jfch a step without being better 

* A mode of divination resembling that of the Sortes Virgiltana, 



acquainted with them, flic proposal ought to he 

made by myself in person ; or wlietlier, as in my own 
country, 1 ought to send some old ;/<tx a grey-headed 
female elder, to do it for me ; wlietlier ]iresents were usual 
on such occasions ; and whether 1 ought to begin my ne¬ 
gotiation by laying in a stock of sweetmeats : these were 
questions which required e.\))lanation. I did not like to 
sjieak to the mehmantlar iqion the subject, lest be might 
suspect me of an intention to run away with one of his 
countrywomen. 1 was at a loss of whom to enquire. At 
length it occurred to me that a hint was snHicietit, and that 
I might as well gain my information from one in the 
lower ranks of lift, as fiotti the highest ; since a ceremony 
so well known iiuist be coiiinion to both. The luad En¬ 
glish servant, or iimir, in the ambassador's household was 
an old man, who not long since had rn.irried a young wife; 
and as he was an object iqion whom the other servants 
were wont to jiass their jokes. I thought that 1 might in 
perfect safety get the necessary intelligence from him. He 
had shown himself my fiieiid when 1 had received the 
shoe-heel on my mouth ; and. indeed, whenever blows were 
inflicted, he always appeared offended, and said *' dam !” 
Of him 1 enquired how he had managed to get married, 
and what vveie the forms ineserved among the Franks 
when the man .asked the woman the one question. He 
went into a long history. ]>art of which 1 understood, and 
part remained unintelligible ; but the immediate object of 
my enquiry he made perfectly char to me. It seems that he 
was escorting his love to the mosque on a rainy day : she 
held his arm, whilst an umbrella was spread over their 
united heads, her f.ither and mother following behind. 
The rain fell in torrents, and they stojiped under a portico 
for shelter : it was at that jiartieular moment that he asked 
her to have him ; he could not have chosen a better ; she 
accepted him. He agreed with me when 1 questioned 
him closely, that most likely had it not been for this par¬ 
ticular eirciiinstance, that is, the combination of rtiin, a 
jiortieo, and an umbrella, he j^ght not have succeeded ; 
and that perhaps he might have had courage again 

to do what he then had perfonned. 
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This was cnougli for mo. ('(mliUI hy aiiy moans, 
thought I, soouro those acco^^al ios, I would not l.nl to tako 
advantaoo of thoni. 1 en([iiirod of Mohiiniod l>o^ how 
such oitjoots stood Jii ottr ostnnation as tliinys fortni’.ato or 
unfortimato. M'e wore airiood that tiny veto all throe 
eminently fortitnate. A ]>arasol was oiiihloinatioal ol royalty; 
no one miioo the daj s of Jonishooil. oxoiplme kiiys oi the 
sons of kings, could use otto in I’oisia. 'J'hoti a portico, 
cither as an entrance to a ]ialnco or a niosipio, was i\sr the 
cinlilcni of grandeur and iirospenty ; and, lastly, the rain, 
we hail no dtllienlty in agreeing, was the hle s.ng ahine all 
others for which wa- prajed, and wlneh was (.id_\ another 
V ord for |ilenly .and Inpipiness. The cireomsiaiua of the old 
man and the old woman walking hohmd instead of hefoic 
the iiazir and his intended. I also contended was fortunate. 
Had they been crossing their ]iath, or long in sight, matters 
might liave goiM- otherwise ; for no kiet is so well attested, 
that the tery a[ipeaiaiK’e of an oiil wi man brings ill luek, 
and that a glance from her etc is alniosl iatal. 

During the whole of my alteiuions to the fair llessy. i 
had eareftilly avoiiled idnting to .Moliamed Jleg what was 
the object which 1 liad in view : his sliiet ]MnH-iples would 
never have countenanced the tmioii of a son ol the true 
faith to a daughter of the inlid'1, wnh'S iiuU ed she first 
renounced her religion ; and even tiuii he never larhajis 
would have allowed of the eligihihlv td such a union, eveept 
for convenience-sake, as muti. He did not at all seem 
awareof the ulterior object of my eiupuiies eoneerning the 
cotnhiiiatioiis iieeessarv to a Fiauk emiuslnp : and thus lar 
I became fully confident that no one, (.xeeiuing myself, 
])ossessed iny .secret. 

Bearing in mind what I had heard from tlie Knglish 
nazir, J determined at once to make a tiial of toy fortune, 
and to seek the house of niy fair one. In step))ing from 
my own home I ]>ut the proper leg foremost ; I blew over 
each shoulder, and, moreover, 1 did not omit to take with 
me an umbrella wliich was stamling in a corner of tlie 
hall. 

Could I he hlessed wB^hc same propitious eircum- 
stanccs which had furthered the suit of the nazir, I made 
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no doubt of 11151 suerosi ; tint, its one of our jioets bath 
said, “ Love In made uji of uiieertainlies; like the flowers of 
the field, whieli at one time are streiiLttbeiied bvi the wind, 
at others torn to jiieees b)- it, so is u stroll" and weak by 
times .and seas,oils .ami so, tliou"lit I, it hath jirohalily 
acted 111)011 ihe iiichiialioiis of llie fiiir mistress of iiiy 
heait. 

.Many had been my niiseivinys ns 1 slowly walked 011 - 
WiiMls. I IVe.|iieiitly ihoiiebt how imicli more eoiiveiiit'tit 
was the iiileiieiitioii of an old oec.s sr/../', .is piactiseil in 
I’eisia on siieh ece.isions, than the In inp' bieoerbi face to face 
beloie the dec'dii of one's teriuiies. At leiistth I re.aehod 
the house, and w.is ah(,ut to knock three times, when of a 
sitddeii the door opened, .mil heliold, the mutnina flo"g 
stood 111 I ore me, iolloned l)\ her two d.iiighlers—the sainted 
.Mar), and tl.e olijert of my hopes—the comely Ih’ssy. 
They littered .01 exel.niialion of delight when they saw^ 
me: — tins aoenied well. Had the old lady not lieen the 
iirst tv lot me with her eyes, I should have been at my 
eiise ; but still, tbeugbl L if I ean but "ct her to walk be- 
llind, all mat be well still. They iiiMted me to perform 
oiii’ of tlie (kill) Kiiglisli et'iemoiiies, wliieh consists in 
walking about without an olijeet ; fol wdieti 1 asked Airs. 
Hog" wliitber she was goner, and on wliat business, she 
atiswiied, “ La, prinev! now here, to be sine—we aie going 
to take a w.ilk,” 

AVitii my tliouglils intent upon the liaztr, 1 said, “ i\’o 
rfihvth /’ill mil f t/>nt iiii tnilh Ihrrr'^ 

“ No, priiiee, ’ said she, “ the elmielies are shut ; they 
are only open on a Sunday.” 

In 'Fersin, nni'nin,’’ .said I, “ mni.ijlies Ojirn nliviiifs ; 
jmiji/i' prill/ h‘/icit tilcf .and in saying this, according to 
tile l'’rank eustiiin, 1 offered my arm to the fair Hessy, 
who. williout hesitation, took it, tind we jiroccedod on our 
excursion, her mother .and sister following. AVc made 
our way t(i the end of the great street in wdiich they lived, 
and then, to my joy, 1 jiereeived an indication of rain. 
'I'he lathes were for retuinintj • hut I persisted so strongly 

• Literallj, a grej liPSil, an old woman. 
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in standing under a range of pillars,' i^iich formed the 
portico to a house, tliat they could not helj) siding with 
me. It rained, and the umbrella was .sj)read over my head 
and that of my companion. My he.rrt was leaping in my 
mouth, anil 1 was about to follow' the example of tlm nazir, 
when the mother, all at once, roared out, just as some 
people were passing, “ Prince! let us go; we shall catch 
our death of cold if we stand here much longer.” 

This broke tin- speech which at that moment was .ho¬ 
vering on my lips, and I remained sus]iended between 
heaven and earth. A mo\ement to depart from the mother 
drove me and my charmer from our place of refuge ; and 
as the rain appe.tred to increase, it was determined that 
the “ taking-walk ’ ceremony should be abandoned for tbe 
present, ti'e were retracing our steps as fa.st as jio.s.sible, 
when the rain came on in torrents before we could reach 
the house, and we ran for shelter to a doorway, which 
stood most opportunely on our road. 

“ Here, then,” said 1, ‘‘ I will seal my fate;” an^mcn. 
tally saying my hinrnillah, 1 softly whisjiered to my moon- 
face,— 

” Yon ant m;/ tooti slicker kha, nip sagur-lorini/ parrot 
—I lore poll Ukr ouo soul niiiii: — pou coma wifr with me, 
and tiiarrp mr !" 

She drawled out, What!" with a strange cm])basis 
upon the word. This ha\ing given me time to collect my 
tlioughts, 1 explained, as well as I could in Iut language, 
what were my desires ; but in vain I expected to hear the 
.tame answer which the nazir received from Ins mistress. 
It came not. Pn the contrary, she ijuietly withdrew her 
arm from mine, and s.aying something which I could not 
understand about speaking to her mamma, I stood before 
her, looking, no doubt, like an ass whicb had made a bile 
at a flower, but had bitten its tongue insteail. 

“ Ne shovd ! It is not to be !” said I. I was sure 
that we had received a stroke of the ill-boding eye from 
the old mother ; and without accepting of her invitation to 
enter the house, 1 said my Itlrnda hajix in a hurry, and re¬ 
turned home with a thouBd unhandsome words flowing 
from my wounded heart. 
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" After all, sli^ is’nothing but a woman,” said I; “ why 
ohould 1 be eating so much grief ? ” 


t'HAPTRft XVI1. 

HIS SCHIMF or roim'M-iM NTiNo Is om.i.f.in .—others 

liLsiDlS THE UAJJI AKl. IMI.UIMIO IIV MOXEY. 

Knowint, hut little of the manners and customs of Franks; 
fearful of coiitidiiig the situation in which 1 had placed 
myself to any one, and still unwilling to give up all hopes 
of so desirable a prize, I laid my head upon the pillow of 
thoughtfulness, and buried myself under the covering of 
resignation. After thinking more intensely than ever the 
learnuil ,1/mi ArircniK/ did in consulting oter a case of 
imminent danger, I came to the conclusion that patience 
taken in a bowl, and not in a cup, was now to be my 
leniedy ; and all 1 had to do was to wait for the conclu¬ 
sion of my adventiure with the same quiet that every good 
sliiah waits for the twelfth Imam.* 

Jlut a day had scarcely passed over my head ere I re¬ 
ceived a suiiinious to attend the ambassador. So lare an 
occurrence made me apprehciisne that soinething serious 
was about to forthcome, and I was not deceived. 

“ Ilow IS it, man,” cried cut my chief, as soon as he 
perceived me, “ Uiat ymi cannot leaie people alone, and 
that yoH mu.st bi"going about the city, giving us Persians 
a bad name t ” 

•• A bad name ! lit the name of K/ioi/ii, how is diat ? ” 
.said I. 

“ Yes, a bad name ! You are not contented with making 
join self a piiiice ; but you must, forsooth, be marrying 
every daughter of the infidel who eomes in your way. 
ilow is this.?” said he. 

* Th(’twoHlh and laHt^ suniamod wlioin thePerMans pretend is stUl 

aliff, and ig to appear with the propIx^Shob at the secund comiDg of our Sa- 
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“ Strange and wonderful people are these, f) !Mir/a!" 
said I. “ M ho accuses me of a desire to marry ? fV'ho 
am Jj to contemplate such an act ? 1 have had enough of 

marriages, and wives, and brothers-in-law, as you well 
know, that I should try my fortunes again in that line.” 

“ Are you so much without shame, man,’’ said the am- 
bassailor, “ as to stand before me in this manner, with a 
lie at the beginning and end of all you say ? My soul has 
been turned into bitterness during the last hour by the 
eternal story of one, who in dulness exeeeds a setter to 
sleep, and who has been asking me so many qtiestions con¬ 
cerning you and your fortunes, diat, by the beard of our 
shall, I am more than dead.” 

“ l$y your soul, tell me,” said 1 , “ who was this person, 
and what did he ask f ” 

lie wanted to know,” answered he, ‘‘who you were.r 
Whether of good family, and if, being a prince, the title 
was hereditary.^ and whereabouts might be your princi¬ 
pality ? and what» were your revenues when you came to 
your fortune He swore that you wanted to marry his 
daughter.” 

“ And what did you say ? ” 

“ Af’liat could I } Laughter came to my assistanci, 
and I assured him that you were no prince ; that you were 
the son of a barber, and that all your inheritance consisted 
of a p.iir of razors. ^Vliat else could I say ?” 

“ M'lio was lie? for the love of Allah !” said 1 ; “ was 
he old or young, fat or lean r ” 

“ What do I know! ’ exclaimed tlie Mirza. “He was 
an old man, all fat and blubber ; one o^ugly aspect ; and 
idthough he was all this, he yet had the impudence to call 
himself by the name of the Author of all things ; he calleil 
himself JhVe." * 

I immediately understood that it was the father of Hoggs 
who had paid this visit, and who had been “ foxing t,” 
with an intent to discover how far I might be a projier 
match for his daughter. I stood like one impaled. J was 
angry with myself—angry with my ambas,sador, and 1 

* (Kic of Ihc* in.iH) appoll.jhorm of tlu* Deity. 

1 a\n Lufitern cxi>i< bi>ioii tur •'■{•> 
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could havp sold niy friends to the* Turcomans. That one 
who had seen so much of life should thus be taken in, was 
a reflection too bitter to bear ; and the manner in which I 
was taunted l)y tlie ambassador conii)Iet<’d to throw my 
heart upsiile downi, and to turn my liver into water. 

“ Now, do tell me, llajji,” saiil he, “ what ashes have 
fallen u])on your head this morning? It is quite evident 
that this old infidel has made less than a dog of you, or 
why_ shoidd the light of your countenance thus be darkened. 
Tell me, my soul, what has haii|)encd ?" 

* “ It is nothing, viil/tih, hi/lah !" said 1 ; “ it is a story 
not worth ielating ; whatever is gone, is gone.” 

“ Sjieak, man, siieak,” said the ambassador, between 
.jest and eaiiest ; “ what mischief have you been doing 
ill this foreign country? we cannot handle men’s licards 
after this manner. Kither you have been llnticing this 
old fellow and his daughter to walk round your linger, or 
you have not. The question lies, between these two points. 
Ai’hat have you been doing to him ? 'AV'liy do you lie, 
and call y ourself prince ? ” 

" I have alicady made my representation,” said I, “ that 
1 never have called myself prince. These people will 
make a prince out of a collector of old rags, provided it 
serves their jiurposes. Only give them a scarecrow, with a 
beard and a shawl rounil its waist, ami they will call it by 
titles with which we clothe our blessed Ah.” 

The ambassador getting angry, then said, “ AVill you 
give me an answer, or will you not ? lly the shah’s beard, 
1 swear that if you do not inform me what this story 
means, 1 will force you to an exjilanation. You shall be 
tied with-the camel tie, and thus sit in the^rkest hole in 
this house till you tell me.” 

“ My story is sinqily as follows: this old man has a 
pretty daughter,” said I ; ‘‘ and if you will allow me to 
speak the truth, love came over me, and 1 asked her to 
marry me. liy Allah, I swear by the fortunate salt of the 
king, by your death, and by our blessed I'rophct, and tile 
holy liiiaiits, 1 swear, that this is the whole truth, ainl 
notiling hut the truth.” 

At this moment entered Mohamed Beg, to whom the 
<i 2 
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ambassailor iinnicdiately relatod the'story, and now in 
addition to the jests and scofl's whieli 1 had already en¬ 
dured, here was I about to receive the admonition of the 
unrelenting master of the ceremonies. He immediately 
gave me the workings of his mind upon the occasion. 
“ You have done ill,” said he. “ The ambassador speaks 
the trutli when he says that we shall leave a bad name here. 
How much the more shall we not acquire it, in our own 
country, should we return infidels to our faith, dragging 
infidel women in onr train ” 

But W'ho knows,” said I, “whether she would net 
change her faith ^ Love produces strange miracles ; lovi' 
is of all religions." 

“ What words are you throwing in the air, O Hajji!’’ 
exclaimed the ambassador. “ Don’t you know that these 
infidels are* constantly in full thought how to make us 
converts to their faith ; that one half of their population 
ate now translating their, sacred scriptures into our lan¬ 
guage, and the tother half employed in jirinting them ; 
and how can you say that any daughter of England would 
abandon her faith, to follow the beard of such a jioor devil 
as you throtigh the w'orld } Do not make yourseb' out 
quite so much of an ass.” 

“ Then, after all,” said Mohamed Beg, “ even siijqiosi 
she would change her faith for your sake, how' could you 
ascertain the sincerity of her conversion ? ” 

“ Oh ! as for that,” saiil 1, “ there can be no difficulty. 
Let her dye the soles of her feet, her finger-nails, and the 
jialins of her hands with hhemm; let her tatoo her skin 
with the projier invocations, and pronounce {hefatteh after 
me, she woi^ be as good a Mahomedan as either you 
or I.” ^ 

“God forgive me!” exclaimed Mohamed Beg, ai.d 
counted his beads. 

“Go,goto!" exclaimed the ambassador. “Whatdemon 
has posse.ssed you to set you marrying at this rate, llaie 
you not had enough of Zeiiab and Shekerleb ” 

“ Believe me,” said Mohamed Beg, “ that if you persi.'-t 
in this scheme, the rest of your life will be passed in devoia- 
ing grief. There arc plenty of women in I’ersia.” 
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■' Yes,” said I, but they liave lit) money li)<c tliese - 

“ Money!” exclaimed the atnhassador, and the master 
of eerenionics, both in one Itreatli. “ Has your affair* 
any money ? ” 

“ Yes,” said I. “ she has.” 

“ How much ? ” said they both. 

“ A crore of tomauns,” answered I, “ ungd, in cash.” 

“ Wallah, hilluh!” e.xclaimed the ambassador, in a very 
altered tone. “ Where does she livewhich is her 
number” 

■' l)o many of these daughters of the Franks possess 
money?” enquired Mohamed l!eg, very significantly. 

'• 'I'he greater part of them are not without it. Tile 
peoiile of this country take almost as much care of their 
daughters as they do of their sons,” said J. _ 

“Money is a wonderful thing!” sigliTO Mohamed 
Beg, after a long silence. , 

“ You old bankrupt,” said tlie ambassador to him, “ I 
spit u])on your beard. An infidel becomes a true believer 
in your eyes, as soon as there is money in the case.” 

“ I.et me represent for the good of your service,” said 
he, “ that we are enjoined, in almost every jiage of the 
hles.sed Koran, to despoil the infidel; ay and even to slay 
him. lYliat harm, then, could there he in robbing him 
of a daughter, provided she were the means of depriving 
him also of his wealth ? AYe are only thereby executing 
the commands of the Holy Prophet, upon whose head be 
eternal blessings.” 

“Allah! AUah ! admirable mollah ! e.xcellent casuist!” 
roared the ambassador. “ 1 sujijiose we shall see you 
twisting’your curls next, and painting your eyes, to catch 
an infidel’s daughter! ” 'I’hen turning to me, he said, 

“ (Jo, Hajji, go, make your mind easy ; when the fat 
Frank comes here again, 1 will tell him that you in fact 
are somebody, and that you once were the child of an old 
dog of a vizier, who, thanks to Allah, is now burning, 
himself and all his ancestors, in Jehaiium. Let me know, 
in the mean while, where these crores of tomauns are to 
be found. In that, 1 will be your partner. AYe will go 

• The words arc nnil shuniOi your property. 

o 3 
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halves. You shall keep the daugjhter, and I will be satis¬ 
fied with the tomauns.” 

Upon saying this, he dismissed us. 


CHAPTEH XVIII. 

I’NPLEASAKT OONSEUnENeFS OF AN II.I-CONCf KTED SCHEME.— 
IlAJJl BABA BECOMES ANOUV, AND AVBaTKS AN ENOLlSll LETTER. 

1 HAD not long left the ambassador, when a young infidel 
was introduTO into my room ; in him I recognised the 
youth whom 1 had seen at Woolwich, a Hogg, and bro¬ 
ther to the moon-faced Ilessy. At the sight of him my 
heart received a jar. I had done no harm, ’tis true ; but 
no one likes to see another who possesses the secret of one’s 
want of success. 

We shook elbows together, and made the “ How d’ye 
<lo” and the fine weather. I asked him concerning the 
state of his family, to which he freely replied ; and then, 
as well as 1 could understand, he told me that he had 
come, on the part of his father and mother, to speak to 
me upon the subject of his sister. He assured me that 
they felt highly honoured by my attentions, and by my 
proposals to her. 

1 was delighted at this, pulled u[i my mustache at the 
intelligence, artd explained to him, if such were the case, 
that all was easily settled, for I was ready to marry her 
at once. 

He then began to talk about difference of rejigion, and 
hinted that if the marriage ever were to take place, 1 must 
submit to go through their ceremonies, and begin hy turn¬ 
ing Christian. This was more particularly insisted upon 
by his sister Mary. 

I asked what those ceremonies might be; and as far as 
I could learn, they consisted, first, in having my name 
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cried out in the ^hiircli, somewliat in the same manner wc 
cry a stolen horse in our streets ; then of getting a written 
permission from certain hnkeemt!, or doctors, without 
• which nothing can be done ; thinlly, of appearing in the 
church, with a ring in my hand, which, being put on his 
sister’s finger, nothing more was to be done but that we 
should abscond for a full month after from the face of the 
world. 

Upon hearing this I remained in a state of suspense. 
How could it ever be that 1, a Mussulman, should make 
myself of less account than a dog ? I objected to the 
ceremonies, and endeavoured to explain how much more 
simple it would be if we w'ere to marry after our fashion. 
We did not go to the mosque. Our respective deputies 
or Vdlccrh- met, agreed upon the terms of our union, and it 
would depend uiion her and her parents to be brought to 
me through tlic streets on a horse, with music preceding 
the procession, or, to make the thing more quiet, I agreed 
that she might come in a coach. 

The young infidel diil not seem to relish my proposal, 
lie then informed me, that he was empowered to make 
some further cx]>lanalions which related to dower. He 
said that his sister would receive a certain sum from her 
father on her marriage, and begged to know what were 
my possessions, and what 1 could settle upon her, in case 
any thing were concluded. 

1 recollected all that had happened to me, upok a simi¬ 
lar occasion, on my marriage with Sugarlips ; but I felt 
that nothing of that sort of deceit would pass current here. 
1 was long pausing what to say, being but little prepared 
for such a question. To say the truth, 1 had trusted too 
much to my being thought a prince ; and wishing to gain 
time, I told my young friend, that although 1 longed to 
be married, yet that 1 must think a little upon this serious 
subject, and then 1 would let him know. He then urged 
me again to become a Christian. Since none of the tor¬ 
ments necessary to make a Jew or Mussulman were in¬ 
flicted, I did not see much objection to his request; but 1 
required time to consider of it. 

He was then rising to depart, when, as if he had for- 
0 4 
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gotten something, he said, “ You know, piiuce, we are 
anxious to see our sister liajuiily settled in the world ; and, 
as your country, your manners, and even you yourself, arc 
quite new to us, you will forgive my parents for having ac¬ 
quired as much information as possible on tltesc subjects. 
My ■fitthcr, in consequence, wrote a letter to the ambas¬ 
sador’s mehmandar, requesting his advice and opinion, 
'rhis is that gentleman’s answer: it is right you should 
read it, and should you have any remark to make, pray 
do, and you may be certain that we shall give it our most 
serious attention.” Upon this he gave me a letter, and 
then in good friendship we parted. 

“ What news is this ? ” said I. “ These people are as 
much awake as we ourselves. If I have got into the hands 
of this stubborn truth-speaking mehmandar, it is evident 
that I am extinguished. Let us see what he says.” 

Upon this I endeavoured to decipher and understand his 
letter ; but finding how difficult it was so to do, I cojiied it, 
word for word, and stroke for stroke, in my journal. It 
was after this manner : — 

“ To Alexander Hogg, Esq. 

“ Sir, — I liave the honour to acknowledge the recep¬ 
tion of your letter, in which you enquire of me, first. 
Whether I am ac(]uainted with the prince, Mirza llajjl 
Baba ? second, AYhether 1 can inform you what tnay be 
the extent of his ])ossessions ? and third. Whether, from 
iny knowledge of Persia, I would encourage any one of my 
countrywomen to marry a native of that country 

“ With respect to your first and second enquiries, I 
must Inform you, that the person you allude to is no 
prince, but the son of a barber at Isjtahan; and as to his 
possessions, I should doubt whether he possesses any thing 
beyond the clothes on his back. 

“ In answer to your third question, I can only say, that 
I would rather tie a millstone about my sister’s neck, and 
throw her into the sea, than marry her to a Persian. I 
may be wrong, but according to my views, it would be 
devoting her to certain misery. Once immured in the 
anderun, she would associate with creatures, ’tis true, in 
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llie shape of worntn, but whose habits would constantly 
shock lier notions of decency and propriety. And it is not 
to i)e denied that she would frequently be witness of all the 
wicked passions of our nature—anger, strife, jealousy, 
revenge, and not unfrequently of more horrid crimes. The 
same vari<'lies of character and disposition, the same 
mixture of good and evil, ’tis true, are to be found in 
I’ersiaas in all other countries, but few, indeed, are those who 
caij withstand the force of example, and whose good dis¬ 
position will not be exposed to corruption by the principles 
of a religion so baleful as the Mahomedan, and by the 
exactions of a government so degrading as despotism ? 
As for the Hajji himself, he is by nature well disposed, 
and, had he received the education of a Christian, would 
doubtless have been a good man ; but he has the vices 
common to a country where men live much by their wits, 
and, as it were, from hand’ to mouth. It is this which 
makes them bars and rogues in spite of themselves; for, as 
a matter of course, a man esteems it but common justice 
to inflict upon others the injustice which he himself has 
experienced. 

“ Let me now hope that, after this sincere opinion, you 
will no longer think that you have provided for the happi¬ 
ness of Miss Hogg, by making her the Princess Hajji Baba. 

“ I am, &c.” 

Having transcribed this letter, I called my friend the 
nazir, to give me the fullest interpretation of it; and when 
I thought that I had well understood it, I felt a crooked¬ 
ness of tem]>er, which would, no doubt, have broken out in 
great violeuec against the author, had he been present. In 
ray secret thoughts, however, I could not but allow that he 
was right: but why should he spoil my fortunes, we who 
had slept in tlie same room together, and dipped our hands 
in the same dish ? I felt myself disgraced in the eyes of 
the Hoggs; and l^immedia^y determined to give an 
answer whieh would drive existence out of the mehman- 
dar’s head, and make him less than a Christian’s swine. 
I therefore wrote, in my best manner, as follows:— 
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My dear Friend, 

“ Poll iny honour, nielimandar one had man. WHiat 
for he want to throw Mias Pessy in sea, sir..' tPhat for 
he write lies, sir.^ lie say I barlier’s son. I once was 
barber’s son, but now T ’come inirza. M’by he tell lies ? 
He say I poor man, and wear old clothes. Why he say 
that ? My shah very rich, BltishdUah ! and if shah rich, 
all his servants rich too. What he want more, sir.^ I 
very angry. 

“ Then he say other great lies, sir. He say Persian 
women bad. Where he see I’ersian women, sir He 
not known one, sir. Then how say whether she be good 
or bad ? In all countries some good, some bad. He say 
all Persian man bad, all woman bad. ’I'hat little lie, sir, 
not good. Love to wife, daughters, and all friends. 

Ha.tji Uaba.” 

Having despatched this letter to the father Hogg, I'felt 
more at my ease ; but I determined to let the ambassador 
know, that if we had acquired a bad name in this foreign 
country, it was not tbrongh our faults, but through the 
words of that ill-conditioned infidel, the inehmandar. 
Evidently our chief was now becoming very impatient 
at the slow mode of transacting business among the Franks, 
for the object of his mission had not yet been fulfilled ; and 
as the mchmandar came every day with a new story and a 
fresh excuse, each of which proved to lie one as false as the 
other, it would not be difficult to prove the baseness of his 
character. Why then should I not scrape my heart clean, 
and expose its scouring and the conduct of this infidel at 
one and the same time ? 
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CHAPTEK XIX. 

XHK HEIR APPAREKT TO TIU BRlTTSil TUROS’E VISITS THE AMBAS¬ 
SADOR.-SPRAKGP T'HJNGS COME TO PASS. 

1 H’AS ileterminod to speak openly to the ambassador 
upon the subject of tlie inehina^idar. and had proceeded to 
the hall of audience to do so^ when I found them both in 
deep conversation. The moinent was not yet come ; for in 
England, as well as Persia, there are times and seasons 
for all things. The ambassador was now full of a xiafet, 
or^n enti'itainment which he had resolved to give, to 
v^!;h he had it in contemplation to invite the heir to the 
British crown, as well as all the nobility, the courtiers, 
and tht chief priests. Much management and negoti¬ 
ation were requisite before this event could be brought 
about, and one of the grdit difficulties was to fix upon a 
proper day. This we thought extraordinary, because the 
inelnnandar had taught us to believe all days were alike 
in the eyes of his cotmtrynien ; that one was not more 
fortunate than another, llis lies became hourly more 
paljiable. At length a day having been fixed when a 
gathering of infidels might be made, the printing-houses 
were set to work to announce it. 

AThen this event was known throughout the town, the 
sensation was as great as when Path Ali Shah celebrates 
the festival of the No Hoax. It seemed as if the English 
had never before seen Persians. The ambassador’s door 
was thronged from morning to night by persons seeking to 
be invited. One expected an invitation because his cousin 
had been in Persia, and had .seen the shah. Another 
because he was friend to the brother of a man who had 
spoken to the ambassador on his landing at Plymouth. A 
lady was angry at not being asked, because she insisted 
that, since Persians admitted of a plurality of wives in 
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their harems, the rej5reseKtativc of Persia ought to art upon 
the same principle in the formation of his'i)arty. 

rliad heard no more from my Hoggs; and evidently 
the rei)rescntations of the mehmandar had piodueed their 
effect. The subject was only now and then alluded to in 
joke by the ambassador, who astkqjJ me tvhen we should 
touch the gold ; otherwise I hail almost forgotten it. But 
what was my surprise, a few mornings before the felt day, 
to discover, in a carriage full of infidels, the head of the 
mamma Hogg making signs to me. “ By the beard of 
Ali, these Fraitks are mad,” said I ; then again, being 
struck by a hope that sotnething jiropitious to my love 
might have taken place I deemed it right to obey the old 
woman’s invitation, and stejiped to the door of her carriage. 

To my amazement she spoke to me as if nothing had 
taken place between us: she said, “ Ah, prince ! how do you 
do ? It is a long time since we have seen you. ^u 
forget your old friends. We are not good enough^pr 
you now. I see how it is.” And thus she continued for 
a long while, until my head went round and round in 
endeavouring to ascertain what her meaning might be ; 
when at length, just as she fead ordered her coachman 
to drive away, I discerned the mutluh, that is, the real 
object of her visit. It put me in mind of our Persian 
letters, the ]irincipal part of which consists of compliments, 
whilst the true meaning is thrown into the margin. Her 
object was to lie invited to the ambassador’s fete ; and to 
insure this, the faithless Bessy was made to shake the tip 
of her finger with mine. 1 was not so easily to be taken 
in as to accede without difficulty to her retiuest; but at 
the same time secretly hoping that the crore of tomauns 
might stiU be forthcoming, I made one of our usual Per¬ 
sian speeches, in which I assured her that the ilust of 
her threshold was collyrium for my eyes, and entreated her 
never to diminish the quantity of her shadow. With these 
speeches she appeared satisfied ; but from that moment I 
was visited with a succession of notes, which were sent to 
me at intervals almost as regular as the crying of the 
muezzin from the mosque, and which all breathed a desire 
to see my promises realised. Not wishing to revive the 
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ambassador’s joke?, I did not like to apply to hiVn ; but a 
thought struck ifte. I remarked how the invitations were 
written out, and taking possession of a printed card un¬ 
known to any one, having carefully looked out my words 
in a dictionary, I wrote upon it, “ One mother Hogg am! 
two head of diiughlem using the word ran *, let me own 
it, not without some smsdl tincture* of maliciousness. 1 
then deliveied it myself at their door. 

J was surprised at the meanness of the preparations 
which the hhiglish make in expectation of a visit from their 
]>rmce. Had we hcen left to follow the customs of our 
country on this occasion, we should have taught them what 
devotion to a royal personage means. A pnimidav, con¬ 
sisting of costly stuffs, would have been spread from the 
entrance of the street to the very room in which he was 
to be seated, and a hundred gold tomauns would have 
Ix^n ])resented to him at the threshold. But here, no 
o®r distinction save a peieliwoz, or deputation, to receive 
him at the door of the house with lighted candles, was 
pre|>arcd for his reception. Weeks perhaps would have 
\jeen taken up in Persia to prepare food for his attendants ; 
wheieas here every thing remained in its place until the 
very day. 

The ambassador held a consultation with me and his 
servants upon how we coidd best show him honour. Taki, 
the ferash, said we ought to kneel and kiss the ground as 
he ))assed ; to this Mohamed Beg dissented, for he as¬ 
serted that no Mussulman ought so to humble himself be. 
fore an infidel, unless he were forced. Seid and Mahboob, 
the black slaves, recommended tliat the Circassian should 
sing, and play on the tambourine, as she would have done 
before our shah, or his son, had either of them visited her 
master. To this the ambassador himself objected, for he 
feared lest his wife should hear of it, and then Heaven 
knows what the result might lie to him. We proposed 
entertaining the prince of England with some of our na¬ 
tional feats. 11assail, the cook, was a capital eater of fire 
and spouter of water. Mohamed Beg undertook to recite 
ten thousand verses from the Shah Namch. Taki could 
• “ Bas,*' or hca<^, is scUlowi apiAit'd to others besides slaves. 
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perform several feats of tumbling anti luti bazi; he could 
also twirl a brass plate on a stick balanced on his nose. 
If wrestling were required^ the master of the horse and 
the barber were ready to come forwards ; and should a 
long story have been necessary to fill up the evening, I, 
who had occasionally been called upon to entertain our late 
grand vizier, was prepared with any parts of Antar that 
might be required. Hut all these arrangements were 
over-ruled by the mehmandar, who said that, as the prince 
did not understand Persian, the recitations of the Shah 
Naraeh and the long story would be of no use; and, in¬ 
stead of the other feats, he proposed collecting a body of 
English singers, men and women, who would perform 
after a manner agreeable to him. 

The hour of the meeting at length came. The am¬ 
bassador had ornamenti'd the jricture of our shah with a 
magnificent frame. Innumerable lights proiluced a blaze 
throughout the house, and a seat was prepared for fhe 
prince. The company began to arrive, whilst we stood in 
the hall to see them pass. 1 and Mohamed Ileg, who 
had been to an assembly, were not surprised at the beautj 
of the young women, the great number of the old, their 
dresses, and their rich oniaments but the rest of the 
suite, who saw this sight for the first time, stood mute 
with astonishment. “ Oh ! ’’ said the master of the horse, 
“ half a dozen of these moon-faced damsels carried off in 
a chappou) *, and brought to the market at Tehran, would 
fetch gold enough to set me up as a khan for life.” 

“ Look at that old w'oman, ilressed as fine as the pea¬ 
cock of paradise ! ’’ exclaimed Taki, the carpet-spreader, 
seeing one with skin like Russia leather; her arms and 
breast uncovered, and her whole person groaning under 
years, gold, and diamonds: “ give her to me as she 
stands,” said he, “ and I will say my kltoda baftz, or ‘ Go<l 
be with you,’ and take my departure to-morrow.” 

The string of odd figures, men and women, was end¬ 
less. At length, hearing a well-known voice calling out, 
“ Come along, Bessy, come along, Jessy,” I espied three 
women tottering under immense head-dresses, something 

* A predatory excursion. 
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like those ■worn by Our SIwtkh el fslamn. These -ftrere the 
inamina Hogg arfd her dauglitors ; who, as soon as she 
remarked me, roared out, “ Well, prince^ here we are; see, 
we have i)ut on turbans, all out of compliment to his ex- 
eelleney the .v/wh’, that’s what he is called, 1 believe !” 

Hpoii this they ascended into the great room. I did 
not like to follow until some time had elajised, fearful 
of an e.vplanatioii ; at length, when 1 did venture, to my 
horror 1 saw the mamma exhibiting the card 1 had written 
to the melimandar, and evidently asking him tt» take her 
up to the ambassador. She and her daughters seemed to 
attract the observation of all the assembly. My heart 
went u]i and down with tqipreliension ; and 1 w'as dreading 
the taunts or the icproof of both ambassador and mehman- 
dar, when the sound of many voices was heard roaring out 
the arrival of the prince of England. The ambassador 
anil mehmandar, with great demonstrations of respect, 
went forward to receiie him ; anil as he entered the room 
all the English formed themselves into a circle, and made 
low’ and profound bows. It was now that 1 ascertained 
the truth of what 1 had frcijueiitly heard concerning this 
royal j'ersonage. Every word he uttered was a charm ; 
his smile was like the virtue of a talisman, and a look 
from his eye must be sure to secure good fortune. I 
sighed as 1 recollected what a different sensation was 
created at the appeal ance of our own princes, who kejit all 
the world at a distance, whose look insjiired fear, whose 
smile jireceded extortion, and whose frown was fol¬ 
lowed by punishment! As the prince walked slowly 
round the circle, talking with the greatest affability to the 
nobles and the courtiers, I perceived Mrs. Hogg and her 
daughters holding a conspicuous post in the ring, having 
secured a place by much pushing and elbow play. When 
the jirincc ajiproached them, his eye bein^ caught by their 
immense turbans, he smiled, and asked the ambassador 
who they were: she, the mamma, was all this time 
making much play with her knees. The ambassador, not 
recollecting them, enquired of the mehmandar, who seemed 
rather puzzled what explanation to make, when the 
mother again produced the accursed card, from which, by 
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desire di' the prince, tlv; tnehmandar-read aloud, “ One 
mother Hop;)? and two head of daughters.” This pro¬ 
duced a laugh which nothing could su()press, altliougli, 
in watching the face of the prince, it was clear that his 
good breeding gave no encouragement to it. in the niean- 
while the women slunk from the public gaze in great mor¬ 
tification, whilst 1 too made my retreat. 

Having devoured my misery in the best manner 1 was 
.able, I kept out of the way of observation ; but still I had 
a desire to make another trial to secure the good graces of 
my charmer ; and searching for her and her itiother, I at 
length discovered them in the room where the eating and 
drinking were displayed. They seemed in no manner dis¬ 
posed to throw their shadows over me. The mother was 
making up for her mortification by rating whatever came 
in her way, whilst the daughters wouki, no doubt, have 
W'illingly hid themselves and their turbans in the lower¬ 
most depths. 1 received no marks of gratitude for having 
procured them the notice of their prince ; and if I built 
my hopes of attaining the maid and her money on this 
account, it was evident 1 had made a false reckoning. 

1 now returned to my companions, who were in high 
discussion at all they saw. We were agreed that the 
fetes given in our country exceeded what we saw here: 
for, instead of the space and air which we enjoy, the as¬ 
sembly were gasping for breath in the eonlinenient of 
rooms clo.scd in on every side. From long rc.sidence 1 had 
now become accustomed to the promiscuous congregation 
of men and women; but those of the suite who had not 
seen a Frank entertainment could not recover their as¬ 
tonishment. The manner in which all ranks of both sexes 
were pressed together seemed to them only a preparative 
for something else. The order and quiet of the whole 
scene was still m8re astonishing. 

“Allah, Allah !” cried the master of the horse. “ Tack 
a room full of Ironies in the same manner, and see the 
noise that would ensue 1 The knife would long ago have 
been in full use, and not a beard would have remained un¬ 
plucked by this time.” 

There was an unusual stir and noise at the departure of 
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t!ic prince, and tlifn very soon after the whole Itouse was 
cleared. W'hat ifre looked upon as a raob not to be ilis- 
jtersed very gradually disentaugleil itself, and without one 
single accident, quarrel, or act of theft, did this assembly 
of infidi'ls return in jieace to their homes. ’T is true one 
great source of quarrel which we possess in Persia did not 
exist here: no pipe-trimmers or shoe-bearers were col¬ 
lected, conse<|ucntly there was no precedence among the 
servants to be contended for. lint, on the other hand, the 
fights going on in the street among the charioteers and 
drivers of ambalis were as great as might be seen between 
the liydn-is and the nvumet allahis in our own towns.* 
“ Ah !” said Mohamed IJeg, as he remarked the fury 
with which some of these men without mercy beat their 
horses,—“ Ah! the tyranny which is exercised upon the 
unfortunate raynta, or peasants, in Persia falls upon tlie 
horses here I” And upon this wc went to bed. 


CHAPTER XX. 

THl. rsnsIANS TALK OVKa THS rKEerillNU EVENlNO’s ADVFN- 
TMIES. -OE THE PERSONS AND THINGS THEY SAW AND HEARD. 


The next morning, after the ambassador had batlied, his 
lieard being newly dyed and trimmed, his spirits were uji, 
and he spoke to us for a long while upon what had taken 
jilace the night before. 

“ Now,” said he, “ you have seen what the Pranks 
arc. You could not have known them before, and it is 
only by seeing them frequently after this manner that I 


* These are two sects in Persia, of which the origin is not well ascertauK'tl. 
Moot ol the low rabble of the Persian citioi take either one oi the oflier bide 
of tiic quobtiori, although ignorant of the real cause ot quarrel, and hometimes 
they tight with stickb and btoiies until many heads are broken and twtm lives 
lost The most approved rea&on for tins IS th^ which Chardin gives, namely, 
that Ispahan (w here the sects first arose) is aituntod on the mIc of two rival vil¬ 
lages ol the name <»f Hyder and Ncamet AlUdii, and m the course of time 
they were included in the extent of the city. 
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myself begin to be aequaintetl with their customs. They 
are people without i)ri(le, without noise, anil friendly to 
stranger.s. Did you see their prince.^ lie is the Abbas 
Mirza of this country. By the holy Prophet, by Allab ! 
1 swear that I never conceived that any man could acquiie 
M> much jiovver over another as he has over me, J thought 
Abbas Mirza had made me suificicntly his slave, but here 
J am bound hand and foot. Such manners — such a 
])Ower of countenance, with an eye in its full moon * — 
.so condescending, and still so royal— 1 am sure that P'ath 
Ali Shah would not only accede to all the re.asonable ])ro- 
jiositions which Plnglaud makes to us, but would even ]ilace 
his throne at this prince’s dispos.al.” 

‘‘ P'es, in truth,” said Mohamed Beg, “ he is a won¬ 
derful P'rank. He is, among the Engli.sh, what the beard 
of the Asylum of the Universe is among the beards of his 
subjects—without an equal.” 

“ But then you did not hear his conversation,” con¬ 
tinued the ambassador. “lie said things which made 
me faint with laughter. He lia.s a turn of wit which quite 
comes up to some of our jokes. If the shah had not se¬ 
lected me as his ambassador, all other Persians would have 
been thought asses! Sujiposc that Turk, Asker Khan, or 
that cow, P'erajullah Khan, or that madman, Mirza Ahui 
(,'ossim, had been sent, what dog is there amongst them 
who could have conversed with this piince as I hati 
done i " , 

I, who feared to cat abuse for having invited the Hoggs, 
immediately exclaimed, “Yes! yes! Manhallah ! who is 
there jiossessing an undeistanding such as yours ! 'I'hanks 
over and above be to Allah ! the shah s face in this country, 
without your wisdom, would have been black, and we 
shoulJ have remained despised and less than curs.” 

“ You ought to have heard some of my jokes,” said he, 
excited by my flattery. “ I maile the prince Laugh with 
what 1 said to an old hi’nutn, who came up making fine 
speeches, whose lip and chin were covered with almost as 
much hair as my own,|j^nd who evidently had forgotten to 


* Till* Rcaiib i qunk ami nciictivtUDg oje 
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diew her viaKiich,* I said it was impossible that she 
could carry her Itiiidness and civility farther, since she had 
let her heard and whiskers grow out of comjiliment to 
the occasion.” 

M'e .til exclaimed, “ Bnrihilliik ! ” 

'• On another occasion,” said he, “ when I had been 
introduced to an unfortunate shah who had taken refuge at 
the English court, and who was so fat that he was obliged 
to.be always sealitl, 1 said to the by-standers, Maxliulliik ! 
Mow hi|)))y the poor will be when he is restored to his 
kingilom ! Allhough none of tliein undeistood tbe<lelicacy 
of iny observation, still they all said, ‘ Yes! yes !’ and the 
king himself .appealed mightily pUtued.” 

“ Excclh'iU, excellent! ” said we ; “ you spoke ad¬ 
mirably. ^\’e understand ye.ur joke: wonderful wit. 
IMdxhdUdh ! Mdi^hdlluli !"f 

“ ylPgain,” said he “ an old khan accosted me, and a. ked 
many (jiiestions— Mow did 1 like Englanrl ? What did 
1 think of the women, and of the horses, and of many 
other things ? I was at last tired of him, and said, ‘ All 
ihidijt: ren/;/i)n<t, xir ; hiit oiu' fliiiiff htl/r Imil — old man 
uxl: too itidiiji (jdvxtioiix.’ This made the by-standers laugh 
so that they .almost died of it, whilst he, the khan, was 
annihilated.” 

” Ye.s, and in truth,” said IMohamed Ileg, “ they do 
ask many str.inge tiueslious. There was a youth who en. 
(juired whether wc were famous now for being good liorse- 
men. AV'e laughed in his face, and tolil him that none 
could excel thoie of Ir.in. An li.ini, on his horse, with 
a spe.ar in his hand, was a match for a ho.st — he was a 
male lion. He then asked if we were taught to draw the 
bow. ^Vc told him that in the days of Jern.sheed we 
fought with bows and arrows, as do the Tiir<:omniis% of 
the present time ; but that now no nation could manage 
the gun with our skill. At length, he asked wliethcr we 
were famous for spc.aking the truth. We then saw that 
• A/hs/h'* is a tvHui pum winch swoeten^^e breath. 

f 'i Ins alhitU'b to the custom < aUed A i/ wiuTi, on particular occaBinns 

of thaiikvgivin :, i.istcin print c.>> wcij’h ilu'inlBIcb with money ui the op[»oMte 
scale, winch tin's aUenv.irtl's distiilmte to tlu' poor 
1 J’lic I'ersi.ins assert that tlie ctjin<.lo;,y oJ Turcomauts from “ bow and 
oriow i. r. th, aiiow, and cuimhit how 
U 



HAJ.TI BAIIA 


214 

he had, in fact, all this flinc been laiiphinp; al oiir ix aids, 
and making game of us. 1 informed liim if that was the 
way he took to callus liars, he need not have given himself 
so much tiouble; and that, by the blessing of Allah ! if 
we did lie, it was no business of his. 

“ lie saw that I was angry, and then endeavoured to 
turn off his imi>ertinence by assuring us, that he had read 
in an old book that our education consisted of learning to 
ride, drawing the bow, and telling the truth; and he 
wanted to know if such was the custom still.” 

“ There was another j)erson,” said Taki, the ferasii, 
•• who came amongst us, and who made the most extra¬ 
ordinary enquiries. Through an interpreter, who spoke a 
little bad I’ersian, he asked us what sort of heads we had. 
W’e thought, at first, this was a Frank compliment, as we 
might say, how is your brain ? but it was more than that 
— for he ])ersisted in wishing to know whether ou*hcads 
were liartl or .soft, and he even persuaded me to let him 
feel my head, which he did by pressing it about with his 
hand. IVhen he found that it was in fact soft, he ap¬ 
peared to be thrown into the greatest state of ecstasy, and 
returned to us again with one or two more, who all felt 
our heads in turn.* M'e became surjirised at this new 
ceremony ; the more so because we had never .seen it 
practisi'd among themselves. All we coulil discover was 
that one of their old books recorded that we had soft 
heads, and they were delighted to discover that it spoke 
the truth. AVe remained greatly surprised.” 

“Another of them,” said the master of the horse, “ en¬ 
deavoured to turn our horses into ridicule, but I gave him 
more in exchange than he- brought. He asked me, ' In 
the name of the Prophet, why do you jvaint your white 
horses’ tails red ? ’—‘And you,’ said I, ‘ why do you turn 
your long tails into short ones? ’ ” 

“ A young kunlii-iifl, or beau, asked me,” said Mahboob, 
the black slave, “ where tire Circassian W'as, and w hether 
she was among the infidel khanums ? 1 asked him, ‘ Al’hy 
do you ask ? ’ He s^ that he wanted to see her ; and 

« The llrijji lu doubt must hlivo tallcu in with some one vlio li.ul Ikcu rcati. 
Htg Herodotus. 
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tliai by tlip laws of his country she oiiprht not.to he kept 
in confinenipnt.» I told him to go and tell the ambassador 
so, when he put his finder in his mouth, and went away.” 

“ These people, with re.spcet to the Circassian,” con¬ 
tinued Seid, the other slave, “ make a great many odd 
observations." 

“ How ? ” said the ambassador. 

‘‘ They say that neither I nor Mahboob arc men ; and, 
moreover, that there is a certain conjurer, as well as we 
could understand, who was able to take her out of confine¬ 
ment at any moment, do all we could, merely by writing a 
talisman, which in this country is called ‘ Halieas Corpus.’ 
They also say, that any body wdio chooses may make her 
his wife, by taking her into the mountains to a country 
called ‘ Gretna Green,’ where a dervish lives, who is a 
worker of iron, and evidently a composer of charms; for 
he can turn men and women into husbands and wives with 
the same ease as our blessed I’rophet could turn sheen into 
camels.” 

“ \\’hat do you say, you mtin ” said the ambassador, tn 
a tone of derision. “ Whatever these Pranks choose to 
tell you, you believe ! If they were to tell you that the 
sun was made of huluia*, you would believe it. What 
have they to do with the Circassian ? She sits in a corner, 
fakir ! poor thing ! and has nothing to say to any body.” 

“ For the loveofAli," enquired Mohamed Beg, “^“^who 
was that man dressed in black, with a sort of fine sheep’s 
skin on his head, sprinkled with white dust, and a little 
curtain before his thighs ? He was a strange personage.” 

'• lie was one of the chiefs of their law, a great inollah," 
said the ambassador. “ 'file great rolls of muslin which 
our sheikh el Islams wear round their heads, he wears 
upon his arms ; but his dress here was ichtU, in disguise. 
It is only on occasions of ceremony that he puts on his 
muslin sleeves. He asked me whether we spoke Hebrew 
in Persia. I told him we despised Jews, and that their 
language was impure; hut that we learned Arabic; at 
which he appeared pleased, bu^till he persisted in assert¬ 
ing the necessity of IIcbrcwaF Wc conversed for some 
• A cuuimoii sweetmeat m Persia and Turkey. 



iiAj.rr ISABA 


time upon ,tlie oxcellciice of our respective languages, wlicn 
1 conii))letely asserte,! the superiority of ours, by assuiiiig 
liim tliat it re<juireil thirty eaiuols to carry one <lietionarv. 
After that lie couhl say nothing, lie is a learned man 
aixl spoke many languages.” 

“ Hut the women ! the women ! f) tny master,” ex¬ 
claimed the master of the hor.se. “ Had it not been for 
the old ones, this would have been the fo7^e.^/^/, the paradise ! 
Ill this worhl 1 never saw any thing like them. For the 
sake of the I’rojihet, do jnesent one or two of them to life 
shah ! take them, in order that we may not he ealleil littrs 
on our return. 'I'he king of England suiely, for the love 
he hears his hrotlier, would not object to a few of his sub¬ 
jects being carried oil'. ’ 

“ Are you mad i* " answered his chief. “ Litth’ do you 
know of the Jinglish, and of Engli.sh kings. If an En¬ 
glishman’s dog were to be taken from him by force, for 
the king’s use, he is callable of making those rebels, thi 
0)ii)Osition, take up anna in his favour, and drive the king's 
V izier.5 into the deserts. After that, talk of taking away 
•my' of his sulijects without their consent! ” 

‘‘ lly the by,” said the iiudiassador, turning himself to¬ 
wards me, “ siieaking of women, who were those walking 
about with things on their heads as large as the cupolas of 
ourmos(|Ues? They wore the property of llajji Haha, 
1 would lay a good wager. 15y my soul! explain : is it 
not so } ” 

" Wliat can 1 .say ?” said I. “After having embittered 
my life, they have tiuisbeil by making me eat diit.” 

“ If these are the same uneleans whom you pre.sented 
before to me,” said the ambassador, “ once was enough in 
all conscience. However, if they have money, there is no 
harm done ; and you will not forget our partnership.” 

I rejoiced to have escaped better than 1 had expecteil; but 
still I felt the mehmaiidar lying heavy on my hcait, and 1 
hoped ere long to let him know how little we were pleased 
with him. 
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( HAl'TEU XXI. 

THE AMltASSAHOR RK’OIMI'S ANXIOUS TO HETUKN To I'KRSIA.-HF 

VISITS A NEW I'F.llSONAHJ', AMI ol' Till: CONSEOHENCES OF THAT 
EVENT. 

AVe hail now heen in Enp;laml inonflis, anil, to say 
the truth, we began to think .seiiously of our own country, 
'rile ainhassailor coniplaiiieil lulterly that the business 
about which he hail been sent to the English shah re¬ 
mained unsettled ; and 1 llever lost an ojiportunity of 
insinuating that no faith could be put in the word of the 
tnelunandar, and that Ac must be to blatiie for the delay, 
'file ainb.assador at length, who.se mind became every lay 
more the jirey of anxiety, bioke out into bitter words, and 
thus .addressed the niehniandar : — 

“ After all, sir, our shah is soinehoily. Iran is a 
country. AA'e are men. AVe have money ; we have 
houses ; we have produce of the soil ; but it is }>lain 
that we are here looked upon as your servants. You 
don't know the Persians, sir. Al’ho amongst them will 
believe me when 1 s.ay, that the country I am living in is 
one, which, if it chose to exert its energies, would swallow 
up all others. They w ill turn up their noses at me, ])ut 
their caps on one side, and in their ignorance will exclaim, 
“ (I'ooT judder ulialii Frank. 'I'he grave of the father of the 
Franks be detiled.” In the luame of Allah, sir, get me an 
answer to the reijuests of my shah, and let mo go. AVe 
are dead with this delay.” 

The inehmandar answered after his usual manner. He 
liegged the ambassador to consider that the business he- 
tW'cen states w'as not like that between individuals. That be¬ 
sides the embassy from Persia, England had embassies from 
many other kings and governments, all of whom had 
important negotiations to transact; and that if he would but 
have a little more patience, he would no doubt be dismissed 
B J. 
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with honour, and, he ht^ied, much to' the satisfaction of 
botlt conntries. 

'I'iio ambassador tlicn urged what he had urged a tliou- 
saiid times before, natnely, tltat his shah was a de.sjiotic 
sliah ; tliat lie sometimes liad a bad custom of cutting ofl' 
nieii's lieads ; and that if he, the ambassador, could not 
give a good account of tliis delay, Ids own would in 
all probaliility be disposcil of in that manner. “ liy 
Allah, let me entreat you,” added he : “ go to your vizier, 
swear to him that 1 am dying with grief ; tell him the smoke 
of this town kills me ; if I die, my blood will be upon 
his head." 

The mehmandar swore that all would go well; and 
then recommended that he should pass his time in seeing 
many tilings which he had hitherto neglected. This was 
his old excuse, and we knew it well. 

“What things? What sights?” said our chief. “ l!y 
dint of seeing things, of running here, running there, you 
have killed me. The other day you took me to a place, 
where you assured me that the whole business of the state 
was transacted, and wdiere I saw a collection of semi-mad. 
men. But, in the name of the I’rophet, who ever trans¬ 
acted business after that manner ? If you call that a sight, 
we might as well call the shah’s khaiieh a sight, 

where the grand vizier sits of a morning, surrounded by 
hundreds of mirzas, mollahs, khans, ketkhodas, peasants, 
and couriers from all nations ; answering otie, dictating to 
another, writing himself, giving abuse to a fourth, and 
ordering the bastinado to a fifth. That is indeed doitig 
business ; but to be taken into a large room where a 
parcel of individuals are collected, some on the right, 
others on the left of a man with a powdered sheep’s skin 
on his head, all occupied in their own concerns; whilst 
some one of them is holding forth unheeded, and if heeded, 
lierhaps laughed at ; and to call that seeing business 
transacted, it is really laughing at one’s beard. After all, 
we are Persians, and are not without our rules and regula¬ 
tions. We know the world.” 

“We were unfortunate on that day,” said the mehman- 
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(lar; “ none of oiir good oratofs hapi)cned to speak, ’t is 
true, and you oofild not have received a good impression 
of our iiouse of Parliament. 'I'lierc was only one of the 
opi)osition ex|)ending his hrcath.” 

“ Opposition !” e.xclaimed 1. “ 4\liy those are the 

rebels : is it not so ? ” 

“ Jlebels.^ said the mehmandar; “what words are 
these A man may differ from anotlicr in opinion, 
witliout being a rebel.” 

“ W’e don’t understand it so in Persia,” said I. “ The 
sh.ih would have€)ut a miserable reign of it, if he supposed 
that any man in liis dominions could e\er have a different 
opinion from his own. 1 have been tbinking,” said 1 to the 
ambassador, “ that you would do a service to this country 
if you woidd recommend to the king of England to treat 
this opposition tribe in the same manner as Shah Abbas 
did the Armenians: some he transj)lanted to Mazanderan; 
others he sent to the New Julfa; and others again to 
different parts of Persia, and thus broke their influence as 
a body !” 

“ You do not say ill, Ilajji," said my chief, much pleased 
with my suggestion, whilst the mehmandar held his tongue 
in peace, like a man who could say much but would not. 
lie then reminded the ambassador that this was the day 
when he was engaged to dine at the country-house of a 
rich sharoff, a money-changer, where he would see the 
manners and customs of that class of the king of Eng¬ 
land’s subjects. 

“ Let us go,” said the Mirza, apparently in despair, 
“ let us go ! By dint of seeing and being .seen, my liver 
has turned into water; my soul has w'ithcred ! ” He 
then ordered me and Mohamed Beg to accompany him, 
and by the evening we reached a house surrounded by 
trees, distant about three parasangs from the city. 

It was a beautiful place, which would inevitably have 
belonged to one of our princes, had it been in Persia, 
whoever might be its owner. There were trees in abun¬ 
dance, running water, and flowers of all hues. The 
whole was better arranged than any thing we had ever 



seen, even in iho rojal ganlcns at Trhiaii ; ami wl-.aU\tT 
could coMlributc to the ciijoyniciit of man was licit- dis- 
jdaved. 

'J'lif ambassador was received at the door by a fat, 
business-like looking man, and in the hall of audience b) 
a lady and daughters, surrounded by a large eoin|iany of 
men and women. There was a something in their a|i])eai- 
ance which did not look quite like the infidels with wiioni 
we commonly lived ; and Mobamed Jleg, whose instinct 
at the approach of any thing unclean is extremely acute, 
was the first to observe, that perhaps thefc might he .Jews. 

“^Jt'ws!” said 1, “it cannot be. I’he mehinandar 
would never so much degrade us iMussulmans, much less 
the rcpre.sentative of our shah, by taking him among 
Jews.” 

I’pon closer observation, we began to be convinced that 
they could be nothing else, and at a favourable opportunity 
we hinted as mtich to the ambassador. He seemed 
evidently embarrassed at our observation, and did not 
di'iiy the truth of it; but as some of his own Christian 
friends were among the party, he kept amongst them, and 
put the best face he could upon what to a Mussulman 
must always be a degradation. 

“ So they have Jews in this country,” said I to Mo- 
hamed Fleg, “ as well as in I’er.sia ! but see what Jews ! 
they are princes: see the bankrupts! what state, what 
magriifieeneo ! fill! if we had them in Persia, by the 
lieard of Ali, I myself would be the first to spit in their 
faces, and take from them all that eame in my way ! ” 

‘‘ The mebmandar did wrong,” said niy companion in 
an angry mood, “ to bring us here. M'e will burn bis 
father 1 ” 

“We will,” said I, “ we will,” too happy to have a 
good reason for Iteing revenged upon him ; and as u'c 
were thus taken up, we were accosted by one, who caused 
Mobamed Beg to say his antaferaltah, and to close his 
skirts. “ See,” said he to me, “ one of the unclean tribe 
is here. For the sake of Imam Hussein, let us treat him 
as if we were in Persia.” 

“ Let us hear what he says first,” said I, when a 
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siouchinp;, tlucK-skihnod Jew, witii large saucer.cyes and 
heavy eye-l'.ds, a|?l)ioacIicd us, and asked us if we had 
brought any precious stones front Persia, or pearls, 
perhaps. 

‘■All." said I in Knglish — “ Ao — we tm firing — 
gnu vunt stral. gerhiijtit ?” 

rpun this he laughed, and took niy words in joke. 
He then eiii|uiied whether perchance we hatl any foreign 
gold, to change, and followetl us .so close, that Mohained 
Beg, 1 verdj believe, wouhl have struck him a ho.v on the 
e.-f, had 1 not prevented him. 

“ (in. .wi,” said 1, “ in no Jeir.t — «,r Munxuhnmis ; ’’ 
i.o'ii) this he went away, hut soon returijcd, followed by 
tiiiollier, nil) by his apj)earanee wa.s not a Jew. This 
man h' gan by leniaiking, that it was a fine day, and asked 
t's whether we had such gardens and such houses in ottr 
country. 

1 ausnered, that if we had such houses and .such gar- 
deiK. they nould not belong to Jews as tlu^ did here, 
am! I hat nas one advantage which we had over England. 

‘‘ Then ) erha)is you don’t love Jews ? ” said he, 

‘‘ A’e, said 1. “ Christians arc lad, Turlts ore 

half, anil ilogs on- hod — hut Jews are worse than alt, 
you, sir, ore goo Jew ? ” 

“ -Mo, sir,” answered he, “ 1 arn not a Jew,— 1 am a 
grocer.” 

“ .1 grneer ! ” said 1 : “ what religion mag that be ? ” 

“ Oh !” said lie, laughing, “it is no religion, it is a 
tr.ide, we deal in sugar and coffee, jiepper anti mustard, 
and groceries.” 

1 tlieil discovered that he was in fact a haqat.* “ Ma- 
shallah ! ” saiil 1 to IMohamcd Beg, “ the mehmandar has 
thrown us imo pretty company !" Then turning to our 
new friend, 1 asked him if he was very rich, to which he 
assented with considerable self-importance, and added, 
“ We say in England, as rich as a Jew, but 1 do not see 
why we should not say as a grocer also.” 

I made him understand, that he ought to look upon him¬ 
self as very fortunate to be an Englishman, for if he were 
* A chaiidiur. 
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in Persia, the shah wouhl soon make liis riches of service 
to the public. “ lie would oblipje you (o build a caravan, 
serai,” said I, "as Shah Abbas did his rich citizens, and 
if that would not he enough, he would force you to found 
a college, build a mosque, and endow a body of j)riests.” 

‘‘ Ah ! ” said the grocer, " we ])ay taxes and duties 
enough here, w’ithout coining to these extremities.” 

IJy this time the entertainment was ready, and an im¬ 
mense company sat down to a most magnificent table, 
covered with a succession of dishes, so varied and so nu- 
merous, that no Turkish cook could ever have exceeded 
them. The ambassador was si'ated between a Jew and 
a Jewess. Mohamed Beg and J could scarcely su]i])ress 
our rage at seeing this. “ What would our shah say,” said 
we, “ if he saw bis rejircsentative thus situated ? Is it not 
a shame that he permits himself to be in sucli a neigh¬ 
bourhood ? He has forgotten that he is a Mussuinian ; 
he is become less than a dog ! ” The disgust of jMohamed 
Beg incrcasUd as we sat at table, and all his Mussulman 
princijdes were developed. " This is the aenn- of degra¬ 
dation,” said he. “ Every precept of the Koran is here 
set at open defiance. With a .Tew on either side—infidels 
before him — infidels behind him — with wine in his hand, 
and no doubt portions of the unclean animal under his 
nose — he is making the ’klmh guxaroon* without bh.ame 
or repugnance! He only wants to have bis beard shaved, 
and to wear a hat, and he would be complete.” 

We returned to the city, evidently but little pleased 
with our excursion. The ambassador did not utter a word 
in the carriage. What we ventured to say only expressed 
our feelings of abhorrence against Jews; and'we did 
not fail to talk so pointedly at the mchmandar, that we 
were not without hopes that he felt acutely how well we 
had burnt his father. 

“ There are some persons who think themselves wiser 
than Amf f,” said Mohamed Beg, “ but who in fact are 
the grandfathers of stupidity." J 

* A free* liver, a jolly fellow. 

t Asaf IS the name ol the grand vizier toSohnwn, .iccordmp t«> easlcrn huK 
lory. Among Muhsulroaiis he ib looked upon as a model of porlccUun. 

I A9»e 
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“ Yes,” said I, Soliman (upon wliom be blessinfjs) 
had lie liad suctf men for his viziers, would never have 
acquired the reputation of being the wisest of all created 
beings.” 

'I’he inehmandar did not, however, cease extolling the 
beauty of the house, the excellence of the dinner, the 
civility of tlie host and hostess ; and in answer to our 
attacks upon all dews, the most he could urge in their 
favour was, “ that they were Uoil's creatures like ourselves 
and therefore objects of his mercy.” 


CHAPTER XXII. 

ENOLlSIl IIOl.V MAN VISITS THE AMHASSADOR. —OE THE rilF- 
SES'lS HE BKINOS, AMI OF THE MlSCIllEl Mlllell ENSUES. 

MoiiAMiin Bko iiassed all the following morning in puri¬ 
fying himself from the contamination which he might have 
received from the dews. He bathed, he recited a ilouble 
quantity of prayers, and even left off his silk trousers for 
a day. 1 did not sufficiently partake of his scruples to do 
the same, but T was not sorry to have an op])ortunity to 
give vent to my feelings towards the ambassador, who,. 
although occasionally seized with fits of condescension to¬ 
wards me, generally treated me with slight, since the death 
of the grand vizier. 

W^e related our adventures among the dews to the rest 
of the suite ; and taking advantage of the insu])erablo con¬ 
tempt with which that unclean generation are looked down 
u|)on by us, we succecdeil in rousing their disgust, as well 
as keeping up our own. 

It BO happened, that the day after the Jew day, the 
ambassador leceived a formal visit from an English mollab, 
arrayed in the full dress of his order, bearing in both his 
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hands two Christian holy books,— ohc a book of prayer, 
the other the Ennigil, the Ilible. 

He was announced tvith a solemn face by the mehman- 
dar, whilst we were standing before our chief, and intro- 
<luced with many bows on the part of the priest. The 
mchinandar entreated the ambassador to receive him stand¬ 
ing, which he willingly did ; when the mollah taking freivi 
his rolies a roll of parchment, highly ornamented and 
beautifully written, read from it an address, witlt an 
.audible voice, and an impressive manner, and tlien placed 
in the ambassador’s own hands the books of wliich he vi.e 
the.bearer. 

The melimandar then interpreted the mollah’s speech, 
which was an address from a cidlcction of men who nat 
together for the purposes of making converts to tlie 
Christian faith. It stated, that having the glory of (lod 
in view, and looking upon his ordinances as the best ofli r- 
ing they could make to so illustrious a stranger as tlie 
.unbassador, they had ventured to present him a copy of 
tlieir holy scriptures, together with their book of prayer ; 
.and that they in consequence had sent their mirza, or 
secretary, to make them acceptable. 

Mirza Firouz, in truth, behaved with great civility on 
this occasion, and dismissed the mollah with many flatter¬ 
ing speeches ; hnt the moment the ceremony w,as over, and 
when we hud quitted the apartment, Mohamed lleg was 
the first to cry out that the ambassador had turned Isuitri, 
or Christian. lie asserted that nothing could be mon- 
• clear, for the shameless mehmandar had taken full posses¬ 
sion of him, and had entirely kept us at a distance. He 
had thrown him, said he, almost exclusively into tlie 
hands of his own countrymen ; and having insured his de¬ 
gradation, by making him keep company with the lowest of 
mankind, Jews and grocers, it was plain that what hai! 
just taken place was the finishing stroke. In short, he 
liad made him a Frank and a Christian. 

The repres-entations of the master of ceremonies pro¬ 
duced a great effect upon those of his countrymen who 
■ n.ard him, for they began to fear lest tliey also should he 
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ohligoil to cliange tlieir fai^i. Scid and Ma))b(jol), the 
hhtvea, appeared wry thoughtful; and it is supposed that 
tliey immediately related the whole circumstance to the 
(hrcassian, who had become so strict an observer of the 
rules of our religion that she passed the whole of her time 
iii jierforming her ablutions, and saying her jiamiiz:. She 
tool, great bight at this change in her lord's ])rincii)les ; and 
as she was a courageous girl, it was not long before she 
taxed him with being an infidel to the ]inrity of Islam. 

'to those wdio have witnessed the gathering of a storm 
upon the mountains of Albors, peih.ijjs the fury which 
exploded in the imd)assador's breast may be imaginetl. 
AV'e heaiil its first violence in the Circassian’s room, and 
tlien watched it gradually descending the staiicases, until 
It broke out with increased violence in my ajiai imcnt, in 
which we were assembled. 

M’ho jiresumes to say that I am turned Frank ? ” 
roared the ambassador; “ who amongst you,” cried he, 
raising his voice louder and louder, “ says that I am a 
hidcvu. a man without religion; who eats the abomination 
of the Christians, and no longer takes jileasure in Islam 
.Mohanied Beg, you are one; Hajji Baba, you are another," 
turning alternately to us. “ AVhat have 1 done, that you 
should say tins of me ? S|)eak, men.” 

.Mohamed Beg answered, with great deference, “ I am 
less than a dog; still the truth is, that 1 did not like to 
SCO the rc])resentative of our shah associating with Jews. 
U'hat can 1 say more } I have said it.” 

“ And who are you, you old long-bearded ass, who dare 
have an opinion concerning any thing wliicb I may do 'i 
Am 1 to ask you where I am to go, and what I am to say 
Tlie shall permitted you to accompany me, to walk Ixifore 
me with a long stick, to say a few unmeaning words, and 
to make a few useless bows, and not to trouble yourself 
with my conduct ; for that I will account to him who sent 
me — not to your dog’s face." 

IVc are Mussulmans,” said the master of ceremonies ; 
'■ and whatever is contrary to our religion, upon that every 
child of Islam may be allowed to remark Although 1 am 
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nothing,, yet religion, after all, is something ; and, as Ilajji 
IJaba knows, no inducement Sliall make me forsake it, to 
herd with infidels.” 

And you too, Hajji Baba,” said tlie ambassador to me, 
“ you all of a sudden have turned a man of (iod ; yon, 
who all your life have been a sinner, a devourer of other 
men's goods; who weie disowned by your own countrymen 
for turning Turk, and then kicked out by the Turks for 
being a swindler, say, why am I tiealed thus ? ” 

“By your l)eard, (> Mirza ! ” said I, “ 1 have (tone 
nothing. Rlohained Beg, who in truth is a Mussulman, 
was shocked at being made to as.soeiate with Jews; and 
this day, when you were visited by the Frank niuMelivd*, 
and accejiti’d the holy scrijUnres of the unbelievers into 
your own hands, as you would have done our blessed 
Koran, he assured us that you were converted to their 
faith.” 

“ Oh, you dog without a saint! ” said he to Mohamed 
Beg; “are you a Mu.ssulman to lie after this manner.? 
why am 1 to be.arall this want of resjiect.? I am the shah’s 
representative, and if the shah himself was heie he would 
cut your head off; but as I am a good man 1 will only 
punish you with a few blows, (iive him the shoe,” he 
cried out to several of us; and having named me as the 
principal agent, 1 was obliged to take off’ my slipper, and 
inflict on the mouth of my friend as many*,blows as 1 
could. I went to work as quietly as possible ; but with 
all my ingenuity 1 could not avoid knocking out a certain 
old and solitary tooth, which had stood sentry at the door 
of his month ever since the last reign. 

'J’he iioor sufferer left the ambassador in pain and anger. 
I heard him vow eternal vengeance ; and to me he said, 
“ ()h, you of little foitnne ! why would yon hit my tooth ! 
You did better things when you were a ferash, and beat 
men’s toes.” 

I swoie iqion the sacred book that I was without help, 
that 1 was ordered to strike ; and 1 only begged that if ho 
were ever obliged to do the same to me that he would net 
spare me. 


• A high pne^t. 
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I then tried to’ comfort himj which was not'a difficult 
matter, since, yielding as he always did to the decrees of 
predestination, his mind was soon soothed into acquiescence, 
and even into thankfulness for wliat had befallen him. 

“ Out of the dirty manure cometh rich fruits and cu¬ 
cumbers ; so out of evil cometh good," said he. “ I may 
now lay my head on my pillow hi security, with tlie cer¬ 
tainty that my boy*is alive. I cannot now dream that I 
hi^ve lost my favourite tooth, since it no lunger exists. 
But as for our master, (may his liver turn into water !) you 
will soon hear that his child is no more ; for three nights 
ago he told me that he had dreamed of tiie loss of a tooth.” 

Having put a hot fig to my companion’s jaw, and bound 
his face round with a handkerchief, we settled our tempers 
by smoking a kalian, and by the evening we were almost 
ready for another scene. We formed plans for returning 
to our own country ; and although there were many things 
in England which we should frequently regret, yet on the 
whole we were agreed that a country of unbelievers was 
not the place for chilJren of the true faith to pitch their 
tents in. 

“In truth, however/' said Mohamed Beg, “ beer is a 
right good thing. See,” said he, “ what rare inventions 
these infidels have, even such as we ourselves must prize. 
This beverage, which is neither wine nor water, is lawful 
to the lip^f a true believer. If ouf blessed Prophet 
could turn the milk which is promised us in paradise into 
beer, what a blessing he would have conferred upon us! " 

“ Then allow," said. I, “that the women here are rare' 
jewels. How much better, is it not, that they diould mix 
with the men ? ” 

“ Upon that I am not so certain,” said my companion. 
“ My wife is becoming old now, and Inskaltah ! please the 
holy Prophet, I intend to get a young one on my. return 
to Persia. Now, if we were restricted to one, as these 
infidels are, I must go on through life with the old one.” 

“ Ah, it is better,” said I, “ to have an old and steady 
wife than a young and wild one. Mutual habits fit into 
each other in the same manner as a skull-cap, by long 
wear, becomes part of the head; but one might as well at- 



258 


BAJJI BABA 


tempt to' mix oil with vinegar as to make a young woman 
satisfied with the infirmities of old age for her portion, or 
the old man easy under the whims of the young girl." 

“ Ah !" said Mohamed Beg, “ many things are good 
in tliis land, 'tis true, but there are also many bad. Nothing 
can ever make up for the loss of the sun. We see a sun 
here, which looks more like one of our lanterns than the 
glowing ball of light with which the* climate of Islam is 
blessed ; and as for their moon, we must put our trus* in 
Allah!” 

We were determined, as we wound up the conference, 
to do our utmost to return to our own country as soon as 
possible, and we were agreed that the sooner we could dry 
up the ambassador’s soul the better it would be for us. 


CHAPTER XXIII. 

A SCENE TAKES ELACE IN ONE OE TH»G11EAT lONDON THOROCCI.'- 

FABES. -OF THE EVENT WHICH IS BKUUGHT OH IN CONSE- 

dUENCE. 

It was evident that some evil star was glanci^ obliquely 
at us ; for, in addition to the miseries just recorded, which 
were accompanied by much discord in the ambassador’s 
household, anotlier circumstance occurred which increased 
his ill humour and prepared the way for our being sent 
back to our owrn country. 

Mirssa Fironz was passing the evening by himself, be¬ 
moaning his hard fate at the difficulties of carrying his 
business through with the English viziers, and making 
plans for returning to Persia, when the mehmandar entered 
the room with his face turned upside down. 

“ Wliat has happened ? ” said the ambassador; “ are 
there news from Iran ? Is the shah dead ? ’’ 

“ Nothing of great consequence," answered he ; “ there 
has only been a tumult in the streets." 
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II hem iiluilah! thank ftcaven !” exclaimed the 
Mirza; “ I was'afraid that that face of yours foreboded 
some disaster." 

“ Something has happened, ’tis true," continued the 
other, “ and it partly concerns you.” 

This roused our chief, and he immediately asked a 
thousand questions in a breath, which the mehmandar 
heard out, and then said,— 

The truth is, that what has happened might have 
become very serious; as it is, noUiing is likely to forth, 
come. A person just now called upon me, in great haste 
and alarm, stating, ^at as he was walking through one of 
our streets called I’lccadilly, he saw a crowd near a piece 
of water in the Green Park, and upon endeavouring to 
discover the reason of it, he saw several Persians, whom he 
heard were persons of the ambassador’s suite. On going 
nearer, he observed one of them standing naked in the 
water, whilst another, a black man, was taking care of 
the bather’s clothes. The English mob, it seems, were 
indignant at this act of indecency, performed in the very 
face of one of their greatest thoroughfares, and had begun 
to show their disgust in no very agreeable manner to the 
strangers: they were pelting the one in the water, and 
hustling the other. This attack roused the anger of the 
Persians; and the black, who W'as amazingly fierce, drew 
his dagger. ' Things were looking ill,” said the tnchman. 
dar, “ when my informant left the crowd to seek me out; 
for the English had secured the parties, dagger and all, 
and were leading -them off, he knew not where. That is 
all: now send for your servants, and let us see what 
account they give of themselves.” 

This narrative roused the ambassador’s fury; and by the 
time the mehmandar had finished, every hair in his beard 
stood by itself, and the colour of his countenance had 
assumed a new hue. “ Ah, you administrator to others’ 
pleasures! you unsainted cur, Seid, that is you ! ” said he. 
“ I’Jl make your liver descend; I’ll dry up the current 
of your soul 1 ” Then seeing me, he told me to call the 
culprits, as well as the rest of the servants, in order that 
they might hear his words. 

8 2 
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Seid, *the black slave, a young, well-shaped, animated 
fellow, appeared, nothing abashed, with part of his clothes 
torn and well dirtied, as if he had been rolling in the road; 
beside him stood his friend Taki, the carpet-spreader, a 
broad-shouldered, well-bearded, hairy young man, who 
looked as if he had put on his clothes in a hurricane, 
having lost pait of them, and the otlier part not being 
quite adjusted ; behind stood the rest of the servants. 

“ How is tliis, dogs’ sons ? " roared out the ambassatlor. 
“ AVhat has happened ? what have you been doing ? Am 
1 every day to find that our faces are becoming blacker and 
blacker in this foreign land ? By ^is beard of mine," 
touching the tip of it at the same time, “ I swear that if 
you have done wrong, I will take you to the next gutter, 
and cut your head oflj in the face of these Franks and of 
the whole world, in order to show them that we know 
what justice means. How was it ? speak ! " 

“ AFhat do 1 know ” said Seid. “ Taki, carpet- 
spreader ; Feridoon, barber; and I, were going on our 
road, when we saw some water. The weather was very 
hot, as hot as at Ispahan. Taki said he had not bathed 
since we left Turkey, and as the water looked inviting, he 
proposed that we should go in. 1 saw no harm in his 
proposal, and he went in first. ’T is true that he had no 
loon^eh, bath-wrapper; but we said, what do the infidels 
know of loongehs? so he stripped, and went into the water. 
He had no sooner plunged than the mob came round; 
they abused us ; they stoned us; they called us Jews ; 
they rolled me on the' ground. I thought they would have 
killed us; and they were taking us away by force to the 
butcheries, as we believed, when a Frank gentlemkn inter¬ 
fered, and set us free ; but I have lost my knife, and Taki 
liis sash. That is all, and I have said it." 

‘ Then,” said the ambassador to the carpet-spreader, 

Taki, by my head, is that all ? you, who ought to be a 
full-done man, do I hear this of you ? 'Will there never 
be an end of tlie family of asses in the world ? You have 
exchanged your beard for that of a cow.’’* 

* A mw) ig said to have a cow’s beard when he has done any thing unworthy 
jof hU own i perhaps on account of its rugged and scanty appearance. 
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To which Taki ‘answered, “ If bathing be a crime, we 
are in fault; but’water is God’s gift, and is every man’s 
property. We only know our own laws and customs. 
Let the Franks teach us theirs, and we will agree to 
them.” 

“ See,” said the ambassador, ironically, “ the- carpet- 
spreader is turned philosopher. Mashallah! Locroan could 
not have spoken better ; ” and then turning to Scid, he said, 
“ And what became of the barber ” 

“ He ran away as soon as he saw the stones flying, and 
he isAot come home yet.” 

“ He did right,” said the ambassador; “ bravely done, 
barber ! Why did not you do the same ? and why did 
you draw your knife, you with a burnt father ? ” 

“ A knife is useless unless it be drawn on the occasion,” 
replied Sdld ; “ 1 drew it in self-defence." 

“ What shall we do ? ” said the ambassador to the 
mehmandar; “ it is plain that these fellows are without 
judgment; they think that all the world is Persia; 
they look upon English water as they would upon 
tlic water of their own soil; they ^an make no dis¬ 
tinction between one country and anower, no more than 
they can between one man and another ; in short, their 
wit is small; their disposition to be asses great. If you 
think that they require punishment speak. Should you 
insist upon having their ears, they shall be served up to 
you this moment. Perchance your government might take 
delight in the possession of their heads ; let them say so, 
and the deed is done. Sir, we are lovers of justice. We 
do not stop short in our work ; we go all lengths.” 

(JpoD this the mehmandar made a long speech upon his 
view of justice, and entreated that no more might be said 
on the subject, only requiring that we might be reminded 
that England was not Persia. 

I could not help taking this opportunity of saying, 
“ Sir, you boast of the freedom of your country. How do 
you account for what has just happened, when two poor 
lads, dying with heat, are stoned and almost put to death, 
because, in battling, they take advantage of one of the com. 
s S 
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. monest df God’s gifts to man ? We do not act thus in the 
East.” 

He was rather shaken by this question, and my triumph 
was enjoyed by every one present. Without waiting to 
hear more, he soon after left us ; and then, indeed, we 
gave vent to our feelings, ambassador as well as servants, 
at all we saw, and at all we underwent, in this land of 
infidels. 

“ Oh! I am dead, I am dying!” said our chief, stretching 
out his arms in a yawn ; “ every day some new disaster 
befalls me. May I defile the grave of Elchigiree!*ij^XSn- 
lucky was the day that I left my own country, to come all 
this way to get my face blackened ! And you too,” ad¬ 
dressing us all in a body, “ you make life bitter to me. 
The infidels love me; they say tliat, in truth, in seeing 
me they see a man. If I was left to myself to' sit in my 
corner, there would be no harm in their country ; but you 
will not let me enjoy quiet. The long and short of it is 
that we must return to Iran. The time is come. After 
all, Persia is the country for us. We there see the sun 
daily ; we have ou^ plains all to ourselves; we enjoy the 
security Of our harems, and, saving the shah’s conde¬ 
scension, we care nothing for the condescension of any one 
else.” 

“ Yes, yes, O master!” said we all, “ let us return — 
let us return.” 

“ If these burnt fathers, these viziers of the king of 
England, will but give me answers to the letters which I 
brought, and finish the negotiation which 1 have been 
ordered to establish, I will go with you,” said the ambas¬ 
sador. “ If not, you, O Hajji! will take charge' of the 
principal part of the suite, and proceed with them. I will 
remain satisfied with my two slaves, and return chappari, 
that is, as a courier.” 

This was the first breath t” of Persia that had come 
to us in good earnest from our cliicf, and immediately 
we felt new sensations. My protector, the grand vizier, 
was no more, ’tis true; but I had the king’s condescension 

• The profesnon of diplomacy 

i This u a pure Persian idiom; os the French might say, le premier 
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in expectancy ; I was the possessor of a tongJe which, 
excepting the ambassador's, I might say was unequalled; 
and, above all, I had hope of all sorts in abundance. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

IHE AMBASSAnOa SHOWS SOME TIIUE I'ERSIAN FFEI.INC CONCF-BN- 

INO WOMEN, KXEMVUFIF,D IN THE OlftCASSlAH. - PUEFABA- 

TIONS FOB DEFABTOBE. 

The ambassador’s scheme of separating himself from the 
principal part of his servants remained undecided, because 
he did not know how to dispose of the Circassian. She 
was a woman, and the only woman of the kind, as far as 
we could learn, who had ever been brought to England. 
He felt that he would gain an ill name if he allowed her to 
go about the world without the protection of her master. 
Perhaps he did not place sufficient confidence in me to 
confide her to my care; and to deprive himself of the 
services of his own slaves, Seid and Mahboob, who were 
her constant guardians, was more than he could submit to. 
'Therefore he became without help, and his head went 
round and round with uncertainty. He had had no reason 
hitherto to be dissatisfied with her conduct. She had, in 
fact, proved herself to be the model of a Mahomedan 
woman ; and if the infidels of English would but shake off 
their prejudices, she would convince them how strongly the 
obligations of our religion can act upon our conduct. She 
had never stirred from the house, and scarcely ever from 
the room in which she was placed on her first arrival. She 
ate with her fingers, and washed her hands with scrupulous 
precision. She always said her prayers at the stated time ; 
and made and mended the ambassador’s clothes, as a good 
slave ought. s i 
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But a tircumstance most opportunely occurred, which, 
whilst it tended to increase the many miseries of which 
our chief complained, at the same time helped him to make 
up his mind concerning the expediency of her departure. 

In England the houses of cities are situated in such a 
manner that no Mahomedau could ever secure the apart¬ 
ments of his women from the gaze of men, without con. 
siderahle difficulty and inconvenience. Excepting houses 
which have maidans (squares) before them, all are over¬ 
looked; and as they are generally built upon the same 
model, the harem spy knows immediately in what direction 
to look, if he wishes to catch a glimpse of the women. To 
screen their wives, the English husbands are satisfied with 
placing a piece of slight muslin before their windows, 
whilst walls cannot be too thick or too high for the Per¬ 
sian. It so happened that the windows of the room in 
which the Circassian was confined were enfiladed by those 
of a long row of houses standing at an angle with the am¬ 
bassador’s ; and when first we arrived, numerous were the 
heads of the infidels who were seen prying. Could we 
have seized even one, we would have shown him what it 
is to disturb the privacy of our harem ! * He never would 
have walked a step again without the recollection of his 
rashness! 

One night the ambassador returned from an English 
assembly earlier than usual, and it was evident that he was 
over and above angry. He had scarcely left his carriage 
and entered the house, than with a loud voice he called for 
his black slaves. 

“ AVhere is Seid ? micro is Mahboob ? ” was Echoed 
throughout the house. They came breathless, although 
they were between awake and asleep, and the scene which 
ensued was as follows: — 

Anib .—Where were you, ye ill-begotten varlets.^ 

Slaves. —Sleeping. 

Amb ,—Where is Dilferib? 


* When a man is found trespassing in another’s harem, he punished on 
the spot by being impaled with a tcnt-pcg.^which is made of wood, a foot and 
a half long, and cut into a spike at one end. This was told me by a i>ersoQ 
who bad himself indicted the puiuhhment. 
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Mah ,—She sleeps. • • 

Amh. — Gornihstik! Kascal! What is this that I hear.?' 
Why did you tickle her to-day.?' 

Hlai'es —Tickle f We have not tickled her. 

Amh _By my beard — do you see it? (holding it out 

to them) — I swear that if you lie, 1 will impale you both. 
The inlidels never toll lies ; and one of them informed me, 
not a few minutes ago, that you were seen at the window 
this morning, one on one side, and the other on the other, 
tickling the Circassian. Is this true or not ? Speak, b^ore 
I cut your tongues out. 

The slaves then looked at each other, when Mahboob 
said, — 

“ I l)cg to represent that we did tickle her, and that's 
the truth of it; but then it was for the good of your 
service.” 

Amh. —How ? 

—She was very low in spirits. She had been 
crying. She was tired of her room and of her life. All 
we could say would not pacify her; so we took her to the 
window and tickled her. 

Amh. —You madmen! who ever heard of such pro¬ 
ceedings ? Have 1 not told you a thousand times that she 
was never to go to the window ; that she was never to be 
seen by an infidel ? Why do you not hear my words ? 

iVfiW.—There was no harm in what we did. No infidel 
was to be seen, and die air did her good. 

Amb. —If the air did her good, what was the use of the 
tickling ? 

Seid. —She wanted shaking; she wanted exercise. 

Amh. — I shall die if 1 remain longer in your hands. 
What with Mohamed Beg’s impertinence, Seid and Taki’s 
bathing in the face of Franks, and the Circassian’s tickling, 
my soul is embittered. She shall return with the rest of 
you to Persia. 1 shall then Ik; free. Go, go, he added, 
and dismissed the culprits, as well as the whole household, 
for the night. 

The following morning the subject of our departure was 
again discussed ; and since the Circassian was now disposed 
of, there was no longer any reason for delay. We accord- 
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ingly began to make our preparations, and one universal 
stir of bustle and cheerfulness ran through the house. The 
saddles and bridles were brought out and tied up in their 
wrappers. Our carbines, which had long remained in a 
corner neglected, were cleaned and made ready for use. 
Every thing among us now began to wear a character of 
Persia. 

The shah having in part defrayed the expenses of the 
English embassies upon their arrival in his dominions, so 
had«the English government defrayed a part of the expense 
of our embassy ; but still many debts werp to be j>aid by 
the am];)assador himself, and these he was determined to 
ascertain previous to our departure. Allah ! Allah ! when 
it was known in the city that we were about to depart, the 
rush of men and women, with pieces of paper in their 
hand, w'as quite astonishing. Each bit had its value, and 
this the ambassador was called upon to pay. ’T is true 
that to this moment he had not much disturbed the con¬ 
tents of several sacks of tomauns, which he had brought 
with him ; but when he had cast up into one sum the 
amount which he was called upon to discharge, he began 
to shake his head, and went into a corner to think. Had 
we been in Persia, the difficulty would soon have been set¬ 
tled; for had we not had the money, or perchance the 
inclination to pay, it were easy to put off the creditor, 
either by a promise of jiayment in corn, oil, or tobacco, or, 
in an extreme case of prompt payment, by a bastinadoing 
on the feet; but here it was difierent: for when we came 
to argue with the holders of these bits of paper upon the 
exorbitancy of their demands, and to propose modifications, 
they immediately threatened an appeal to mullahs and 
judges. 

One demand we found so unjust, that we immediately 
applied to the mehinandar fur an explanation and protec¬ 
tion from it. This was from a painter, who had painted 
the white horse which die ambassador had presented to the 
king of England, on the day of the public audience. After 
having charged for the paint, the oil, the brushes, and 
many other things, he inserted a heavy sum for ‘ bodily 
fear.” 
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“ What news is tliis ? ” saiil the ambassail(»r to the 
inehmaiular. “ This is being worse tlian Turks, who, on 
their passage through their own country, charge the poor 
peasants ‘ tooth money,’ for the trouble of eating the fowls, 
fruits, and other provisions which they take from them by 
force. By this account, when a dentist draws my tooth, I 
may be allowed to deduct a sum for ' bodily fear’ from the 
fee which he has the right to claim.” 

.The mehmaudar made an enquiry into this extraordinary 
charge ; and from the painter’s explanation found, that in 
undertaking the horse, he had set to work as if he were to 
paint a house: “ but then,” said he, “ a house does not 
kick at me as this beast did ; and it was by tlic mercy of 
God that my brains were not strewn to the winds of heaven. 
Surely that circumstance must be taken into consideration.” 

Strange as this appeared to us, still we were obliged to 
acquiesce in the demand; and indeed we found that an 
infidel armed with his bill was quite as formidable as a 
true believer amongst us armed with an imperial firman: 
both are absolute. 


CHAPTER XXV. 

rsamooH the nARsva’s scrafe. — ah English rauoar, or 

TORNFIKE-MAV, MAKES EXACTIONS. 

In addition to the attacks made upon us with bills, the 
moment of departure seemed to be the signal for a general 
rising of misfortune. The same evil star which had pre¬ 
sided at our leaving Smyrna appeared determined not to 
leave us in England. 

In the middle of a general turmoil, where the ambassa. 
dor in person, at the licad of his servants, was engaged in 
discomfiting a trunkmakcr, who had asked him for the 
making a pair of yalcdovns, or camel trunks, as much money 
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as would^almost build a liousc in Persia} appeared an old 
and ill-conditioned infidel, accompanied l)y a woman of bad 
aspect, and sour of visage, headed by a spokesman dressed 
in dirty black clothes. It turned out, that their object was 
to make a com])laint to the ambassador against Feridoon, 
the barber, for not having kept liis promise to marry the 
woman who stood before us. 

Feridoon was a remarkably intelligent youth, whose 
eyes were never shut, and who was always employed jn 
doing something: for, not like the rest of his companions, 
he was scarcely ever seen counting his beads for want of 
work. He had learnt the English language faster than we 
had; he could make more chum wa hum in it than any of 
us, and had succeeded in obtaining the most presents from 
the natives. The old infidel, the complainant, was a 
manufacturer of soap: he had invented a new kind of soap; 
and upon the arrival of tlio embassy in England, it came 
into his head, in order to give it celebrity, to ask the am. 
bassador to tell a lie for him, and to say that he was the 
soap’s father, 'fhe ambassador thinking that this might 
be a Frank mode of making compliments, saw no harm in 
the proposal ; and ordered Feridoon, since the article in 
question was in his department, to go and tell the proper 
lies, affirming that the ancestors of all the children of Per¬ 
sia used this soap. 

Feridoon, who could make play under a beard as well 
as any body, soon became friends with the soap-maker. 
He succeeded first in securing the pos-session of much soap; 
then, as his new friend was acquainted with many of the 
English barbers, he also acquired their friendship ; and the 
collection of razors, straps, scissors, and knives which he 
made was prodigious, Feridoon in return taught them 
how to dye hair according to our fashion, an art in which 
they acknowledged that we excelled, and also gave lessons 
in the dusimal, i, e. the, shampooing and joint-cracking. 
They would have persuaded him to set up for himself, and 
exhibit his art, so well were they pleased with his inge¬ 
nuity ; and had he not feared the ambassador, he probably 
would: for by the description he gave them of our baths, 
they were persuaded that without them no country could 
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prosper. But what could a solitary true belierer under 
his circumstances do ? He therefore fell in love, at least 
so the soap-boiler said, and his <taughter was the victim. 

Such were the circumstances of tlie case as we first learnt 
them ; but the little man in dirty black said tilings of tile 
conduct of our countryman, which ijuite astonished us ; and 
he wound up his complaint, by roundly affirming, that, on 
account of Foridoon’s promises of marriage, ^he soap¬ 
boiler’s daughter had lost her character, her hopes of being 
ever married, and that his addresses had driven away a 
whole array of prosperous barbers, who were ready to carry 
her off by force, if she would not cede to entreaty. For 
all this he asked more than two thousand tomauns. 

‘‘ By my beard ! ” cried the ambassador, when he heard 
this demand, “ this is worse than all! These inhdels are 
greater extortioners thairany thing we can show in our 
own country.” Then addressing himself to Feridoon, he 
said, You dog-fathcred shaver! what is this I hear.^ 
Who told you to go through the city making promises .i* ” 

“ What promises ? what marriage ” said the astonished 
Feridoon. “ 'Tis true that I one day asked this woman, 
who looks, as you may perceive, like one of our oldest 
muticlm, whether she would be my wife for two months, 
and which I need not remind you, O master! is a custom 
commonly adoiited by strangers in Iran; but little did I 
conceive, that for this I should be condemned to jiay two 
thousand tomauns. I made 110 promise. Wallah, hilluh ; I 
only asked her to marry as mutkhs marry, and see what 
has happened.” 

Upon this, all three began to talk at once. The uproar 
became great, and we probably should have adopted a Per¬ 
sian mode of treatment, by turning up their heels, when 
luckily the mehmandar came to our assistance. lYlien the 
extortioners saw one of their own countrymen thus step 
forward to take our part, they were struck dumb, and the 
little man in black began to throw his face into smiles, and 
to “ look at the weather.” * ’Phe mehmandar sent them 
away widi as little difficulty as a great man disposes of an 


• Or, ss wc might say, “ to sec which way the wind blew.*’ 
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inferior fn Persia; and Tiaving done that^, informed the 
ambassador that the imposture was to6 palpable to be 
uphclil for a moment. The man in black, who was a 
mischief-seeking mollah, whom the Franks call “ attorney,” 
when he heard the scrape he would be likely to get into, if 
he persisted in this attack, how the shah would insist upon 
the ba.stinado being administered to him, he thought it 
best to ga his way. 

“ But, said the ambassador, “ in the name of Khoda, 
is there no justice in your country ? Is every rascal who 
happens to have an old and disgusting daughter to dispose 
of to exact money from innoc.ent strangers, as if he were 
one of the royal executioners ? ” 

“ A breach of promise of marriage is a serious thing in 
our country,” said the mehmandar. “ Our law protects 
women, whatever yours may do^ 

“A woman must be courageous, indeed, in a Afahomedan 
country, to force a man by law to marry her,” said Mo- 
hamed Beg, who was standing by. ‘'Once within the 
walls of the harem, her husband becomes her sole lord and 
master, and then she cats blows, and devours grief, as a 
matter of course, for ever after.” 

When we had got rid of this misery, we returned to the 
charge against the trunk-maker, who would not desist one 
black coin from his original demand, lie was seconded 
by an array of infidel tailors, shoemakers, makers of shirts, 
and petty trades-folks, all of whom seemed to look upon 
what was written upon their scraps of paper as truths not 
to be conte.sted, as fixed and unalterable as the decrees of 
the blessed Koran. 

At length, with the help of the mehmandar, who, by 
certain explanations which he made concerning the nature 
of shahs and tlieir representatives, appeared to soften their 
violence, and to give a new reading to the doctrines laid 
down in their bits of paper, dicy received their dues quietly, 
and went away without more disturbance. But there was 
one still left who remained inexorable, and he had been the 
torment of our existence almost since our arrival. He was 
a stout unblushing infidel of the lowest class, with a red 
■ face, bulbous, and ready to burst, dressed in a coat, shaggy. 



like a Georgian yapum-heh*, and an apron tied round his 
waist, divided into two compartments. I’he demand he 
made was not to be understood. He said that he had a 
gate situated on the high road, near which he took post 
from morjiing to night, and that ever since our arrival die 
and)assador’s horses had gone through it daily without 
paying one black coin. 

We endeavoured to ascertain whether ho was a .servant 
of the Hnglish shah, obstinate as he was in his demand, for 
perchance, said we, he may be a rahdur ; a pubhc levier 
of dues. 

He said that he did not belong to the king; but talked 
of another authority, called “ trustees,” wliich he seemed 
to rate higher than a king, for he constantly was saying 
“ trustees ordered this,” and “ trustees order dial.” 

At length, the ambassador in despair roared out, “ We 
know no king, but George shah ; we have never heard pf 
your trustees shah ; so, for the love of Allah, go your way. 
The roads are open to all ambassadors; this is one of the 
oldest received rules amongst nations. Their persons are 
sacred, — their path is not to be imjteded.’’ 

Still the man talked of his trustees,” w'ho could he no 
considerable personage, since he was his haznadar, or 
treasurer; for he assured us, that if we did not pay hira, 
the money must go out of his own pocket. 

The ambassador having ascertained from the master of 
the liorse, that iu fact this gate was situated between tbc 
house and the stables, and that the Persian grooms had 
always dashed through without paying, was apprehensive 
that something might forthcome to embroil the two courts, 
lie said, “ We shall have a war of Jiaxuni upon our 
shoulders!, if we do not mindand after many consult- 
:itions he determined to submit it to the mchmandar, who at 
once cleared up the difficulty, by explaining that this man 


* A clovTk peculiar to tlic Caucasian ti bes. 

+ Dasiii, IS the name nt* an Arotiun w iman, from whom originated a war so 
called, winch has hince he( tnno an easlcn proverb, to express great events from 
small causes Two til the Arabian trilw it is reconled, iirnght for above forty 
years Ik-cmuso a camel, belonging to bis woman, broke a hen's egg: the 
owner of th<' egg wouinlctl the camel with an arrow, — an utow pierced him 
in return, and tbc tribes were instantl> m aims. ^ 
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was BOtrfi rahdar, but one who kept the road in travelling 
order, and lie immediately took it upon ^limself to satisfy 
his demands. 

By tlii.s lucky interference, we were at length disengaged 
from all our difficulties, and nothing more was left to us, 
but to begin our journey, and to put our trust in God. 


CHAPTER XXVI. 

HAJJI BABA PAVS Ills VISIT 01 LtAVE TO THE HOGOS. — KE 
ATTENDS AN ENGLISH WEDDING. 

The ship was prepared for carrying us to Constantinople ; 
our clothes were jiacked, and we ourselves were impatient 
for departure. But liefore 1 again put myself into the 
hands of God, and launched out into the deep, 1 deter¬ 
mined once more to visit the moon-faced Bessy, and, not¬ 
withstanding the dirt which I had been made to eat by the 
Hoggs, to say my “ God be witli you,” and ask forgiveness 
of my misdeeds. 

The king of England had made us suitable presents on 
our departure; and as 1 thus became possessor of more than 
a hundred tomauiis, 1 had been able to provide myself 
with several articles of dress so becoming, that 1 fl.attered 
myself “ Mirza” might be written before my name, instead 
of after it ; and as far as my looks went, no one could say 
aught thereto. Therefore, with confidence, I appeared at 
the Hoggs’ gate. It was early in the day, and to iny sur¬ 
prise I saw a collection of carriages before the house, a 
circumstance not common in English life; and as if badges 
had been secured to protect the house from the evil eye, 
the servants and drivers of the said carriages wore very 
conspicuous white bunches of riband on their hats. 

“ What news may this be ? ” said I to the servant who 
opened the door. 
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Miss is goiflg to be 


A woiblinp", sir,"' said he.* 
married/’ 

At words, jilthoii;;!! I }ind loop: sup])resscd niy 

tceliD'^s on tliis sobjoct, stdl tin.* blood canio into my face, 
and iny be.irt turned u]>()n me. I should immediately ha\e 
r('tieale<l, but a woman lookiiij; out ot tli*‘ window, ulio it 
su‘ 1 !)'- had re(‘oe:nised me, and whom I soon knew was the 
in.mnna Mot;.”, screamed out, “ !^a ! theit is the prince, 1 
dei/.are!” ami sf>on after J heard her running <lown the 
stairs. She mviUal ni<‘ to come in, and sanl so many good- 
natured llmigs, tlial 1 was without help, and followed her 
into tile room of assembly. AVhat shall 1 say Here I 
found a collection of im-n and w’oineu. better dressed tliau 
Usual: but, although their persons wen gaily decked, tluir 
fa<’es looked sad. Sealisl hi twt'en her twi) sisters, and sui - 
rounded by other inaiilcijs, I discovered Hessy, Tln*y 
were dressed in white, and Ihssy wote a long piece of 
laced linen pendant from her lieait, which the infidels pre¬ 
tend to eail a veil, hut whicli no inoie scieeiis the lace than 
an Knghsi) lower garment conceals tile shajie of the legs. 
She. ])o()r hel])less ! looKed tin. sailde'^t of tin* ]iarty. She 
no longer woie those lool.s of haj'piness winch so much 
became Jier louiul and cliecrful face ; hut she was thin, 
caie-worn, and Inn* i-^e^ were red with nuuli w^eoping. I 
■was asttnnshed at this — a wedding in our eountry is the 
signal for merry-making; here it was plain tliat the first 
part of the cinemony is to look niiserahle. 

After having been ])ioperIy greeted liy all present, 1 was 
soon let into the liistory of the marii.ige by the words 
without redemption wliieh tlie mother threw at my oac.s. 

“ \\ ell, jn ince,"’ said she, “ so )ou see we are going to 
marry our liessy. She is a dear good girl; driiws and 
sings bi'autifnlly, and will make a good wife, I dare say. 
She will l>(‘ \ery rich ; she’s to keep her carriage, and is to 
he vastly happy.’’ 

‘ What for* vrii ihoiy nitnnn ?” said 1 . 

O' Oh ! prince,"' said sin*, “ that’s only a girl’s nonsense; 
she is sorry at jiariiiig with us. {She can’t have both us 
and licr hiisliand/’ 

“ A^’In re is I cr husband said I, naturally expecting 
T 
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to see my former rival, the well-spurred and well-whiskered 
young “ no-beard.” ■ 

She told me, in answer, it was the custom that the par¬ 
ties should meet at church ; and seeing that I was obliged 
to abandon all hope of getting her for my wife, I willingly 
acceded to her request to accomiiany the bride to church, 
in order to witness the ceremony. 

1 coidd not help going up to the disconsolate bride, to 
give her my best wishes for her happiness. I said, “ ^^ay 
God give you health, and increase of prosperity! IMay 
your house be plentiful; may your husband be handsome, 
and without jealousy; may your children kee]) clear of the 
evil eye; and whatever your heart can desire, whatever 
clothes you may wish to possess, and wdiatever dainties you 
may like to eat, may every thing be granted to you at the 
most fortunate hours !” Having said this, and determin¬ 
ing to act well up to the customs of the country, I acted 
as if 1 had been her relation, put a piece of gold in her 
hand, and would have kis.sed her between the eyes, had she 
not retreated quickly from me, and pushed me back just 
as my beard began to tickle her face. 

“ Wrdl, prince ! ’pon my word,” screamed the mamma, 
half in joke, half in earnest ; “ well, whoever thought of 
that.^ La! Mr. Hogg, did you see that?” said she to her 
husband ; “ \ declare the prince there was a-going to kis.s 
Mrs. Figby, as is to be." 

The father came up to me smiling, and saying, “ I see 
yon arc a rare fellow after the girls ! ha, prince !” 

1 looked very grave, and answered, — “ Sir, custom of 
mil l■olllltn/ ; gin: gold avd kiss.’' 

I 'lion this that daughter of Allah, Mary, came up to me 
w'ith the bit of gold in her hand, and, with great dignity, 
said,— “ My sister, sir, desires to return you this. Such 
a present, at such a moment, is ofTensive.” 

“ Custom of my rountry, ma’am,” said I; gold bring 
good Inch ; gold make man, happy. In Persia, king give 
gold vith his own hand. 'Pon my honour, ma’am, very good 
custom.” 

'iVhen I had said this, they all appeared very sorry to 
have mistaken my intentions; and then they bestowed as 
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many thanks as they were liefore disposed to show discon¬ 
tent. IJessy kept tlie ])iece of gold with much care, and 
said that she would remember me as long as she lived, 
hoping that the recollection of me would give her hap- 
I>iness; but it was easy to see that lier lieait was bursting 
into two bits as she si>oke. 

'J'hc moment for going to church now came, and the 
carriages were ordered to draw up. 

• 1 expected to see the bride go and kiss the hearth of her 
father's house, as is usual in I’crsia ; but she did nothing 
but arise an<l stand on her legs. 

‘‘ Shr nut </ii and kit,x Jin'- /i/acv ? ” said I to the 
father. 

“ Kiss tirc-placejirince ! ” said he ; “ what should she 
do that for ? No, no, we arc not such kissers as that." 
Then, thinking a little, he exclaimed,— “ Oh ! ay, I see 
how it is; you are fire-worshippers, I recollect, and Jo 
these things. No, no, prince, we are not fire-wor- 
shiiipers.” 

I had scarcely time to reflect upon the e.xtraordinary 
ignorance of the Kngli.sh with respect to us and our religion, 
when J I'ound inyselt in a handsome carriage, whirling on 
at a rapid rate in the suite of one or two more towards the 
neighbouring church. 

The whole party, men and women, then alighted ; there 
was no music, no lirew'orks, no dancing on stilts, no throw¬ 
ing of aiijiles. M e walkeil into a small room, where we 
met another paity, who were the husband’s relations, 1 
looked about i'or the vvhiskeied youth in tain. 1 asked 
some questions of the youngest sister concerning him, 
when she shook her head mysteriously, and turned away 
from me. I then emjuired of the mother wdiere the future 
husband was, when slic exclaimed, — “ La, prince ! don’t 
you know him f I’ll intioduce him to you in a minute.” 
She immediately bustled through the crowd, crying out,— 
“ Here, I'ighy ! Mr. h’ighy, heie ! I want to introduce 
you to the I’eisian.” She then brought up to me a heavy, 
coarse-Iooking man, far diflerent, indeed, from my former 
rival, and one whose face was not new to me. kVlio can 
it be? thought I, as Mrs. Hogg said,— “ Mr. Figbv, this 

T 2 
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is prince ' Hajji Jiarhrr.’ ” TIic man, witli p^eat self- 
sufficiency, answered, as lie proceeded to make the shake- 
hand ceremony with me,—“ W'e are old ac(|naintance ; we 
met at my friend Levi’s.” Tlien 1 recollected (hat thi.s 
was the /«;</«/, the p;roccr, who liad boasted of his wealth 
to us, and at whose uply face ^lohained Uep and 1 liad 
shaken the collars of our coals at the Jew’s dinner. 

The grief of the poor Bessy was now accounted for: all 
her sorrow.s were at once discloseil to me, as if 1 had re.vd 
them in the hook of her mind. It was evident that she 
loved the young ‘ no-beard,’ and that force alone had made 
her marry this ill-bred possessor of golil and Migar. !\ly 
heart burned, and my soul became blood, at the lellection, 
and my friendship (or the papa and the mannna Hogg 
turned back upon me. 

These Kuglish, after all, thought I, are a bad race. 
Their souls sleep in money. 'I'hcy marry, they sepaitite, 
they fight, they make ]>eace, for money. J 11 burn ('id 
Hogg’s fathers; by the beard of the hlessid Mahomed, 1 
will! And as I was going to upbraid him for saciiricin^ 
his beautiful child to this odious grocer, the procession 
began to move into the body of the church. 

1 listened as well as 1 could to the words of the inollith. 
but J could not follow him sufficiently wdl to determine 
what he said ; besides, I was taken up with the form and 
posture of the wretched Bessy, who was kneeling next to 
her future husband, and who reejuired all the sujiiiort of 
her sisters in a moment which seemed to try her greatest 
fortitude. There weij! some words to lie pronounced, 
which, it .appears, were to seal her fate for ever, and which 
evidently reijuircd much and long persuasion to entice from 
the bottom of her throat to the tip of her tongue; and 
when they had been pronounced, every body was thrown 
into dismay at seeing the unfortunate victim fall upon the 
breast of her eldest sister in a swoon. 

The truth is, that ui>on seeing this my he,art turned 
upside down. Although 1 had been witness to many a 
scene of misery in my own country, yet, let me say it, in 
England it apjieared to me totally unnatural and misjdac. d. 
We had now been so long absent from Persia, wlicie acu 
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of violence are as common as any of the daily occurrences 
of life, that 1 was not prepared for what now had taken 
place before my eyes; and devoting, in my own mind, 
Hoggs, grocers, and Jews, to the lowest jeliannm, 1 put 
my cap on one side, pidled up my whiskers, and left the 
cJiurch with a fierce look, without saying one word to any 
of the assembled party. 1 believe, ill my rage, I spit as I 
left the infidel sanctuary. 


(IflAPTEU XXVII. 

VHl AM)IASS\I>OU FMBARK.S IIIS SKRVANTS FOR CONSTANTINO^J.F. 

-IIAIJI BARA DESCRIIOS i’URIR VOTAOK THITUSB. 

MinzA Finouz having determined to deprive himself of 
the use of one of liis slaves, placeil the Circassian in the 
hands of JMahhooh ; and, every thing lieing now ready for 
Jejiarture, we hid adieu to London, and turned our faces 
tow’ards Tehran. As a parting gift from the Franks, we 
were allowed, each of us, to take jiossession of our sheets 
and bed curtains, ution which we had long fixed our eyes 
as excellent materials for cutting up into sashes for our 
waists. We then received the parting words usual on such 
occasions from the ambassador ; we mutually forgave each 
othc ; and, having kissed the English footmen and cried 
over the maids, we got into coaches, and soon after were 
installed in the ship provided for us. 

Our departure from England was not so brilliant as our 
arrival ; and it was certain that, whatever our ambassador 
might lie, neither of us were treated as the representatives 
of shahs. On the contrary, we were received on board as 
merchandise. Our persons and baggage having been duly 
counted and numbered, we were registered on bits of pa¬ 
per, wliich were signed by the captain, who thus bound 
T 3 
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himself to deliver us over, dead or alive, to the Persian 
agent at flonstantinople. 

The j)erson who took charge of us, and who was called 
the captain, was nothing better than one of our own na- 
khotlits. He was a coarse, hard-featured man, with a face 
as weather-beaten as any 'J'urcoinan, and who knew no 
more of our manners or of our country than he did of the 
delights of paradise. For our daily food he had provided 
as much beef, fresh as well as salte<l, as would feed the 
whole of Mazanderan ; of fowls a few, and of rice scarcely 
any. Luckily, a great part of the stock of rice which we 
had brought with us from Persia was still untouched, and 
of that we had a store. He gave us each a hole to sleep 
in ; and to the Circassian he assigned a harem, a stnall 
separate room, where she might creep in and out at 
jdeasure. 

The moment we left the house, she, poor unfortunate, 
resumed all her natural flow of spirits. Conflned as she 
had so long been in one room, she had become almost as 
inanimate as the curtains or chairs which formed its fur¬ 
niture; but now, restored to air and to the sight of human 
beings, she became almost frantic with joy, and her brain 
jumped about in unceasing rapture. When it was known 
that she was contained in the ship, and before we weighed 
anchor, we were surrounded by boats full of prying infidels 
to look at her. We even suspected that our captain might 
have received a little “ manure” in his hand, to allow one 
or two men, without shame, to come among us with books 
in their hands, to draw or writ* down all they saw ; but, 
as he found us protected by precautions which the mch- 
mandar had taken to prevent our being molested, he very 
soon was obliged to read his contract over again, and to 
raise his canvass to the winds. 

I will pass over all that we sufl’ereil on board this ac¬ 
cursed vessel, at the hands of this infidel without a soul 
and without compassion. It is sufficient to say, that had 
it not been for our full belief in predestination, and the 
conviction that the miseries which we endured had been 
decreed to us since the beginning of all tilings, we should 
have eaten more grief during this our voyage tlian is served 
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up to the whole body of true bMievers in the rggions of 
Islam in one yea». Allah 1 Allah 1 what did we not cat ? 
(irief, storm, tempest, wind, salt-water, even blows from 
the bankrupt captain; all this we devoured, and yet when 
wc had reached our destination, safe and sound, we re¬ 
turned to our old habits and our old ways, as if the sponge 
of oblivion had been taken up by the hand of fate, and had 
wij)ed fiom our memories whatever we had endured. 

J must, however, say, that our miseries were greatly 
■alleviate<l by the conduct of the Circassian maid. She met 
everything with cheerftdness; and in moments of re.al 
danger, — when the storm hung over us, when we were 
thrown to and fro by the sea, and when w’c apprehended 
that every moment would be our last,— she armed tis with 
4 courage which ap])eared supernatural ; and, raising our 
drooping spirits, reminded us ever and anon that the 
minarets and cupolas of Constantinople would soon be in 
sight, and that every moment was taking us a stop nearer 
to our homes and our families. A woman of the b'ranks 
could not have done more than she did ; and, indeed, 
when tine weather came, and the heavens were quiet, and 
prosperity again shone upon us, she was well requited by 
the Te])eated exclamations of MushutUih ! and Barikallah S 
which her heroic conduct extorted from us. 

And, indeed, at length the happy moment came ; the 
minarets appeared in sight; we all crowded on the deck 
to see the glorious view. Even the ugly English captain 
looked handsome on that day; for then, and then only, 
did we see the sunshine of a smile break through his brow 
of storm. And when we cast anchor in face of the golden 
palaces, the arched mosques, the groves of cypresses, the 
interminable city, covering hill after hill with every de¬ 
scription of tenement, we sighed forth our thanks to Allah, 
our saviour and deliverer, with a fervour that can only be 
known by those who, having been in adversity^ at length 
reach the haven of prosperity. 

Our first impulse was to rush on shore, and to leave 
our prison and our gaoler. All my adventures at Constan¬ 
tinople came back to my recoUcetion as if they had oidy 
happened yesterday, as we set our foot on the dry land ; 

T i 
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and being a gooil guide through its intricate streets, I soon 
found niy way to the liouse of the sliah’s agent. Here we 
expended our first breath narrating our adventures, aud 
asking innumerable (jtiestion.s eoneerning our friends and 
families in I’ersia. s])o)ve in bitterness of the captain 

of our ship. Mohamed Jteg vowed that he liad been 
more severely polluted by what he had there encountered 
than by all he had undergone since our previous residence 
amongst the infidels. He scarcely ever went on deck but 
he encountered the unclean beast walking about in open 
defiance of us. J ts flesh was eaten in every corner ; and 
had it not been for our united resistance, it w'ould have 
been served up to us. Then Aga Heg, the master of the 
horse, swore by the beard of the Projihet, that for want 
of a horse he had almost become an animal himself; and 
no sooner had he reached the agent’s liouse, than, seizing 
tile first steed which came to hand, he mounted it, and 
rode backwarils and forwards in the street, with a violence 
which made the 'I'urks themselves believe he was possessed 
by all the madness of a Prank. 

I bestirred my.self to provide the Circassian with a proper 
lodging, and to get our effects on shore ; and then went 
to the house of the English elchi to ileliver our letters. 
On my road 1 met the captain of our .ship, who, seeing me 
bound to the house of his superiors, and of his men in 
authority, jircsented the front of humility to my wonder¬ 
ing eyes, and offered to conciliate me with the hand of 
friendship; but he did uot succeed in laughing at my 
beard ; I passed on, leaving him with his mouth open to 
digest the dirt which he had lu'en eating for the last two 
mouths. 

I did not find that I met with the same favourable re¬ 
ception among the English at (Constantinople as we were 
accustomed to receive from their countrymen in England. 
It is evident, that owing to the immense quantity of beards 
ill the Turkish capital, ours were looked upon as of less 
consequence than house-brooms. No one here offered to 
shake hands and talk fine weather. 'J'hey deemed all the 
purposes of civility and conversation were answered if they 
put a long pipe in our hands. As we approached my own 
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country I bcftan to find tlic triith*of the well-known saying, 
“ In the VKiiiliin’ or the public walk, at the sight of thy 
handsome cloak every one makes way, and saith, ‘ Ma~ 
xfuil/dli }' hut at home every child can count the holes and 
darns which it covereth.” 


CIIAPTKU XXVIII. 

HAJJI AND HIS eOMVANIOKS KESeH TJ-HltAH.-HF HAS AN 

Al’liirN'CE OF TIIF SHAH, ANH Ifa CI.O'l’HhD WITH MONOUK. - 

i’ONCl.esION OF HIS AHVENTHKI.S. 

IIA VINO hired our mules, and completed all the prepara. 
tions for the ,iouniey, in the course of a few days we were 
well advanced on the road to our own country, some of us 
wiih heads touching the sky for joy, others with noses in 
the dust with dejection. 

Nothing occurred on the journey worth relating, except¬ 
ing the meeting with a Frank, wlio was returning to his 
country from the gate of the Asylum of the Universe. 
Dilferih, who had hecn placed under the protection of a 
Persian cnlirji, or raule-drivcr, on seeing the infidel, ut¬ 
tered an exclamation of delight, such as no woman ever 
made even upon meeting her father or her uncle. This 
so much surprised her conductor, that without more ado 
hi' inflicted upon her two or three stripes so violent as 
to cause her to roar out with excess of pain. \Vc, who 
really loved her as a sister, immediately took her part, and 
would have sacrificed the mule-driver to our anger, had 
we not hecn stopped by the recollection that our days of 
fieedom were now gone, that we were among Mahomedans, 
and that to advocate the cause of liberty in woman woulil 
only he paving the road to our own slavery and di.sgrace. 
This was one of tlie strongest instances in which we dig- 
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covered tke excellence of a Christian country over our own. 
However, as we returned to our old habits, tlic impression 
■which we had received in foreij^n lands daily became 
lainter, and at length we began to think that the mule- 
driver might be in the right, and Pilferib wrong. 

As we crawled along the stony tracks of Turkey, each 
on our jaded mule, how often did we not compare our 
present rate and mode of travelling to the extraonlinary 
things which we had seen in Kngland ! 

“ In truth,” did Mohamed Beg exclaim occasionally, 
“ those klioiD’h khiirnh, those bankrupt infidels, bave other 
merits besides that of possessing beer ! Manhalltih ! 3In- 
shallah ! when shall we ever see those miriiculous coaches 
again ? And when shall we again sleep in a I'rai^ cara¬ 
vanserai Every time 1 stretch myself upon a stone- 
floor, I dream of the down-beds and the soft cushions of 
tliose sons and daughters of Isau.” 

By expatiating upon things unknown to the inliabitants 
of the regions we travelled through, we increased the re¬ 
putation w'hich our countrymen alreaily enjoy of their 
great powers of misrepresentation ; and, in truth, so con- 
temj)tible did our ignorant and jirejudiced auditors ap])ear 
in our eyes, that, at length, we scarcely deigned to hold 
converse with them. 

At Arz Rum we visited the pacha, who had not for¬ 
gotten our ambassador and his crop-eared running footman. 
At Tabriz we rubbed our foreheads against the threshold 
of the exalted deputy of the state, the heir to the throne, 
who asked questions which convinced us, were he to have 
seen what we had seen, the garden of his mind would have 
brought forth fruits so beneficial, that his government 
would soon have assumed the a])pcarance of the fair coun¬ 
tries we had left. 

I must not omit to mention, that, a few days after leav¬ 
ing Arz Rum, we were met by a party of Ciirds, mounted 
upon magnificent horses, and who seemed well disposed 
to despoil us of the few things of value which we had 
brought with us 'from Erangistan. They were about in¬ 
sisting upon the inspection of our baggage, when we were 
overtaken by a detachment of armed Tuiks, servants of 
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the pacha of Kars, who immediately took onr past, but in 
so violent a manser that a fray ensued. 1 was the re¬ 
sponsible person in charge of the letters, and other things 
of consequence, from the ambassador and the English go¬ 
vernment to the shah, and therefore I felt myself called 
uixni to interfere. I wras valiantly throwing many words 
at the Curds, sword in hand, when, by a sudden turn, one 
of our o|>ponents threw his horse’s tail into my face, and, 
by jnother trick, made him kick up so well to the mark, 
that I received a blow on my mouth, which sent three of 
my front (eeth down my throat, accompanied by a very 
ornamental bit of my mustache. Such a misfortune, I 
felt, would do me incalculable mischief; for it would 
probably dei)rive me of the power of making u.se of tliat 
tongue and of those wits with which J intended to pro¬ 
cure the iirotection and increase of the condescension of 
the king of kings towards myself. We were without help, 
and having by the grace of God got rid of the Curds, I 
wrapj)ed my face and beard round with a shawl, and in 
this pitiful state entered Tabriz. Mohamed Beg under¬ 
took to answer the enquiries of our illustrious prince, whilst 
1 reserved myself to meet those of the shah; for 1 hoped 
by the time that my eyes should be blessed with the sight 
of the snowy Uemawend, my face would be in speaking 
order. 

And, indt'ed, so it jtroved ; for on the day of our amval 
at Tehran my whisker was restored to its former beauty, 
and the only loss which 1 sustained from our untowaid 
adventure was that of ray teeth. 

ATe were met by our fricnils even before we had left 
the environs of Caraj, so anxious were they to see us. I 
had no one to welcotiie me, saving two of my former asso¬ 
ciates in the chief executioner’s department; but I deter¬ 
mined to keep up my dignity, and to avow iny intention, 
by the tone of my manners and language, never again to 
be ranked among tlie vlixhoous. Before we had entered 
the city, a servant from the harem of our late chief, Mirza 
J'’irouz, took possession of our much-regretted Dilferib: 
from that hour we lost sight of her, and she became as 
dead to us as if she never had existed. 
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I prcwloeded straightway to the house of the grand vizier; 
and tinding that he was at his post af the royal gate, I 
followeil liiin thither, and with my boots on, overwhelmed 
as I was with the dust and dirt of the journey, 1 presented 
iny letters, and stood Wore him. 

Tile present minister had lieen no friend of my former 
patron, therefore he allowed me to stand a few minutes 
before he invited me into the a])artment where he was 
seated ; at length, having inspected one or two of the 
letters, he said, “ Khosh utticdevd, you are welcome,” or¬ 
dered me into the room, and condescended to give me a 
convenient place on the nunnuud.* 

1 found many of my actiuaintanee here assembled, and 
was soon greeted with many compliments. “ ^’oiir jdace 
has long been empty, and our eyes arc enlightened,'’ were 
expressions poured over me in profusion ; and after the 
grand vizier had ri.sen to reiiort my arrival to the shah, 
and to lay the letters, of which 1 was the bearer, before 
him, numerous were the questions with which 1 was as¬ 
sailed. “ VV'^hat sort of a place is Frangistan ?” said one. 

“ Praise be to Allah !” said another: “ you, O Hajji ! 
must have seen beautiful women.”—An old austere mollah 
in a corner mumbled out, “ (hirses on their beards! the 
infidels are impure, from beginning to the end.” 

“ Is it true,” said another man of the law, “ that their 
women are without shame, and that their men never used 
the prescribed lustrations after certain necessities 

“ What words are these ? ” exclfiinied a scribe. “ 'fliey 
are of the race of Isau: it is evident that they are all pol¬ 
luted, and altogether unprofitable.” 

“ But they have their Eratig/l," said a merchant from 
Bassorah, “ and that is something, after all : there are 
wonderful things in that book.” 

“It is more contemptible than the egg left by the 
ostrich in the desert,” retorted the old priest. “ What is 
it compared to our blessed Koran ?” 

I could not help remarking, “ You would soon find, O 
mollah! had you been amongst the Franks, that instead of 
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looking uyion the Christian’s Uible with contonryit, you 
would rospei’t it tfii the first of books, judging it by the 
wonderful fruits wliicli it produees.” 

1 saw that I ac(|uired no j)o[)ularity by this speech, par- 
ticulaily when all the answer wliich 1 got in*return was,— 

“ Yi's ! a gnat may have marrow, and a wing is of con¬ 
sequence to the fly.” 

l!y this time the vizier had announced my arrival to the 
shall, and a /I /v/.nA of the jirivatc ajiartments stepyied into 
the crowdeil jdace where we were seated, and, with a tone 
of authority, said to me, “ 'Pile shah wants you.” 

C])on this 1 rose, ami ctdlccting my senses around me, 
as well as I was able, followed the man of blows, keeping 
my cloak respectfully before me, in order to cover my 
body. I endeavoured to call to my recollection all those 
inodes of respect and veneration, which a residence among 
the Cranks h.id in a great measure obliterated, in ordti 
that J might use the becoming form of w’ords in tiddres.sing 
my roy.d master ; and winch J well knew were necessary 
to scenic to niytelf a comfortable jiossession of my ears. 

As I iliyqieil my head in yiassing the low door which 
leails into the court of the A/ic/mV, or jirivate ajiartmcnts, 1 
peiceiied the head and .shoulders of the king of kings just 
apiiareni above the ledge of the open window at which he 
was sealed, and then made as low an inclination as I could 
without touching the ground. I was then walked through 
different avenues of trees, until 1 reached a spot within 
syieaking distance of his majesty, where the fcranli ordered 
me to stop ; when the king perceived me'j and after a dig¬ 
nified iianse, he ciied out, “ Come forwardsand then, 
with trepidation, 1 stepyied onwards in my boots, for such 
is the etiquette ; and when 1 had got to the brink of a 
basin of water, close under the royal window, I knelt down 
and kissed the ground. 

Are you Ilajjl Uaba.^” said the shah. 

1 made a low bow. 

“ You are welcome.’’ 

1 made another bow. 

“ Have yon brought any pi'inh-lmh, any present for the 
Shahin-Shnh?” said liis majesty, smiling. 
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“ M) sobI is both your sacrifice and your peinh-kesli" 
said 1. “ AFlmtever your slave possesses is the shah's. 1 

have brought twenty pieces of Frank gold to be laid at the 
foot of the throne.” Upon which, drawing the money 
from iny bosom, being a ])art of that which T had brought 
from JCngland, I placed it on a gold salver brought to me 
by the ferash, who laid it before the king. 

“ Hajji Baba is a good servant,’’ said the king to the 
vizier. “ lie has returned with a white face ; he holds 
the countenance of the shah as of some value.” 

“ Yes, yes,” said the grand vizier, “ wherever the royal 
condescension alights, there white faces aie to be found.” 

U])on this a Icaliuu was brought to the shah, who having 
refreshed himself with a long whiff’, deliberately looked 
uj)on me a while, and said, “ Well, Hajji, .so you have 
seen Frangistan — what sort of a place is it ?” 

“ Owing to the condescension of the Asylum of the 
Universe,” said I, “ it is not a ba<l place.” 

“ How is it, comjiared to I’crsia?” said the king. 

“ As I am your sacrifice,” said I, “ there can be no 
comparison.” 

“ Well, well,” said his majesty, “ every country must 
have its pleasures ; but, in truth, what is there in the 
worhl like our Iran? eh, Mirza!” turning to his vizier, 
and quoting these well-known lines of Hafiz, which begin 
with 


** Jov to Shirrtz’ <■harmul^: plain, 

Wiieie !>iniling pcaue ami pli*nty reign I** 

“ Ai BariknUuh! oh beautiful!” cried the vizier, “ beau¬ 
tiful !”—“ Hut,” said the statesman, “ Hafiz, whose dog 
was he, compared with what our own king of kings has 
said and sung ?”* 

“ You do not say ill,” said his majesty, stroking down 
his beard. “ AYe have also made our couplets ; but, in 
truth, that unsainted poet was a wit of whom we shall 
never more see the like. He was a Shirazi, and worthy to 
be native of such a place.” Then turning to me he said. 


* Kath All Shah is tumsetf a jiovt of some emmenoe. 
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“ Have the Franks any poets ?” 

“ May I be yo«r sacrifice,’’ said I, “ they have ; but to 
say that tiiey aj)proach to either Hafiz or Saadi, may God 
forgive me for thinking so !” 

“ lJut they have no nightingales,” said the king ; “ say 
that, 1 will believe you.” 

“ 'I'bey have none,” said 1, “ but of dogs tliey have 
abundance.” 

The shall was jdeased at iny attempt to be witty, and 
taking me up with a loml laugh, he was pleased to exclaim, 
“ IV’ell you said, Hajji, by the soul of the shah ! and 
good dog poets 1 dare say they make.” 

Upon which the vizier exclaimed, “ Mushalliih! the 
wit of the king is not to he mistaken ; as to that we must 
cry. Trust in Heaven !” 

“ So they have jioets! ’’ said his majesty ; “ what else 
have they got It is said that their women are good, 
is that true ? ” 

“ Of that there is no doubt,” said I: “ they would even 
be worthy, so thinks your slave, of standing before the 
shah himself." 

Is it so?” said he. “ We have them here of all 
nations, Circassians, Georgians, Armenians, Jewesses ; we 
want a Frank woman to be com|)lete. AMiy did you not 
bring the shah a present of one, eh, Hajji ? By the shah’s 
beard, you would have fomid favour in our sight had you 
doni' so.” 

” IV’hat am 1 to say, O king of kings ? Your slave is 
in fault. Such was the number I saw, that I could not 
find one in my mind sufficiently of merit; hut if your 
majesty would order your ambassador, who is still in 
England, perhaps he might be able to obey your majesty's 
commands.” 

“ You do not say wrong,” said the king. “ We want a 
Frank woman.” Then turning to the vizier, he said, 
“ B’hat else was it that we wanted from that country? Is 
it now in your recollection ? ” 

“ May I be your sacrifice,” said the vizier; you* 
slave thinks it was a spying-glass.” 

“ ’I’rue, true,” answered the shah, recollecting himself; 
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it was.a spying-glass ; a miraculous spyiuj;-c;!ass. Is it 
true,’’ said he to me, with some liesitatiou, “ is it true that 
they make a spyiup;-glass iu that country which can look 
over a mountain ? Is such a thin}? really made?” 

“ Since your majesty says so," said T, “ il must he so; 
hut, in truth, it avas not my f^ood hick to meet with it. 
Ihit, as 1 am your sacrilice, may it [dease your majesty, I 
have seen thinsa amoiii; the I’lanks ci)ually aslonishir.p , 
and, therefore, there is no leasoii thal it should not e.xi.'jt.” 

“ W'hat things did you s''e ? Sjieak holdly.’’ 

“ I have seen a ship, ” said I, ” going against a fierce 
wind, with the same velocity as a liorse, anil thal by the 
vajiour which rises from hoilinp water.” 

“ Ilajji,” said the king, after a stare and a thought, 

say no lies here. After all, we are a king. Although 
you are a traveller, and have been to the I'raiiks, jet a he 
is a lie, come fiom wdiciice it may.” 

My tongue almost hccaiiie constipated at this lejiroof; 
hut taking courage, I coiitimied with vehemence: — " Ky 
tlie salt of the king, iiiaj my head he struck oil'this moment 
— 1 am your sacrilice — as I live, I swear that such is 
the case, and if there be a I'r.ink here, and he he a man, 
he will confirm my woids.” 

" Say it again,” aiisweicd the king, softened hy my 
earnestness. “ M'hat vapour could ever he sliong enough 
to ]icrforin such a miracle?” 

I then explained what I knew of a steam-engine, and 
Jiow it .acted upon the wheels of a shi|). 

" But to produce steam enough for such a purpose,” 
said his maje.sty, " they must haic on hoard the father of 
all kettles’^, grandfather, and great-grandfather, to hoot; 
la.-ge enough to hoil a camel, much less a sheep.” 

“ (laniels, your majesty!” cxcl.aimed 1, “ large enough 
to dress a string of camels!” 

" Wonderful, wonderful 1” exclaimed tile shah, in deep 
thought ; " well, after this, there is no doubt that they 
can make a sjiying-glass thal looks over the mountain, 
tdrder some to be sent immediately,” said he to the vizier. 


• the fatlii'T of ki’ttlrs; the \ralnjn«; call thelarpecaUiroii 
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" By my cyt-s ! ” said the minister, calmly ^nd obse¬ 
quiously. • 

“ What other thing did you see, Hajji.r” said his 
majesty to me; “ hut o)ieu your e^eB — recollect—no 
falsehoods — or otherwise, hy the shah’s heard ! we aie 
without compassion.” 

“ rpoii my eyes he it!” said I. “ Many are the 
miracles which, owing to the condescension of the king of 
kings, it has been your slave’s good fortune to see. Every 
night, amongst the Franks, magicians, with lighted torches, 
run about the streets, and where there is notiling to be seen 
for lighting, neither candle, lamp, wood, or wick, they 
produce an instantaneous light, which hums all the night 
through.” 

“ What news is tliis.^” said the king. '■ Exce|itinc at 
Badkoo, which e\ery one knows is a ]ilace of miracles, and 
where a \apour conies to the earth’s surface which ignites, 
I have never he,aid of this which you relate.” 

“ J well recollect now,” answered 1, ” as 1 am >our 
sacrifice, that a mercantile infidel assured me that England 
could mamifactiire a sacred flame, far purer than the 
natural fin. which issues from the grounil at liatikoo, ami 
which is so necessary for the temples of tlie (iuchres and 
VarsecH, and evpoit it at a chcajier rate thati any fire of the 
sort which c.an he jirociiied either at Vezd, Surat, or 
liomha). ’ 

“ Is it so.^” said the sh.di. 1 have always hc.ard 
that the Kiiglish weie guat merchants, and coiilil maiiii- 
factiire broad cloth ; hut 1 ncier yet heard that they could 
maimfactiire a sacred fire.” 

” By the head of the king 1 swear,” said 1, “ that this 
is t.me ; and if your majesty should doubt tlie words (d 
your slate, order yotir anitnassador to hritiga box full from 
England, and it will reach the foot of your lliroiie unhurt, 
even should it blow more violent tempests of wind than 
those which your humble slave encountered on the seas.” 

“So you emountered great tempests?” said the shah. 
“ Say on, Hajji ; every thing you have on your heait, say 
on.” 

“ Yes, may it jilease your majesty,” said J, with a ready 

II 
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wit which, flashed over iiiy mind like lightiiiiic, “ on? 
tempest wi' encountered on our passage fsoin England to 
('onstantino)de so great, that sentuiing to look o\eilM)ari! 
to see how last we were going for the good of jonr ma¬ 
jesty’s service, and ha|)pening to leave my mouth open, a 
fieiee wind entered, and Idew thiee of yonr slave’:; teeth 
down Ins throat. ” llpon this 1 opened my mouth, and 
showed the damage which toy j.avr had sustained from the 
kick of the (hirdish horse. 

‘ .\re there such winds, imleed ? ” asked the shah. “ In 
truth they rush down with vieleiiee enough from the 
rieiehlionring heights of AIliois, sufficiently siiong to hlow 
tin heards from oil' our ehius; but the existence of such 
a wind as you deserihe has never yet reached our under¬ 
standing.’’ 

Happy was 1 to have had tlie vtil to turn my misfortune 
to such an advantage, for it was plain that my narrative 
had imieh interested tile royal breast, and I trusted to my 
ii.gemuty to turn all my re.d or jiietended .sufl’eriiigs in nn 
tiavels to stdl greater adtantage, and, if possible to secure 
for myselt some ]iermaiieol situation about the court. I 
then entered into a det.ail id' oiir journey; spoke of our 
in-iv.uions, the imjmiities we had eneonntcred, the indig¬ 
nities to wliieh we weie exposed, and of our hail-lire,idtli 
escapes from sliiiiWHcks, i>iiates, and monsters of t!i< 
deep, wliieh so winked n]ion the imagination of onr he- 
loved sliali, iliat witli tint goodness of heart for wliieli 1“ 
is so eelelirated, he orikud lliat I sliould imniedi.ately !i. 
inves'ed witli a dress of lionour. 

Wliat slnli 1 say more? 1 was diMtiissed fioni the roja! 
piesence witli my hcail loneliing tlie skies; liie conde- 
.seending words i.f the A.sylnm of the Universe liad sm.l 
dee]) into my heart. 1 was titated witli le.sjieet hy evei i 
body, owing lo tlie favi.iir.ihle reception 1 had met witli ; 
and pel liaps all reasonable persons would say that 1 could 
have nothing more to wish for. ]>nt shall 1 he forgiven 
when 1 declare that still J had something to wish for ? 
.shall I ]n'ocl.uni the vanities of my inmost thoughts? Let 
me say it then, 1 longed to he a khan. 1 longid to he 
5 iaraucd tlirough the town for three days, with a firman 
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Kluck in my cajf, I repeated tl»e title so often t(» myself 
that I thouj'ht could injustice deiiiaiul it. j\Iii/a 
Baba Kliaii souikIcmI so will, so much as a thing which 
ought to he, that 1 i-oukl no longer ilouht such a favoia 
ever could he refused. I then began ((uietly to give hints 
of iny e.vpectations; to say that I had groat hojies of their 
com|)!etion , and that in fact the shah himself, whether in 
earnest, or hy mistake, instead of calling me miiza, liad in 
fact called me khan. 

But, as 1 said before, the grand vizier was no friend of 
mine, and he lent hut a deaf ear to whal was ■-o oiienly 
si>oken oi by every body at court, lie felt that if I weie 
to he made a khan, what more could he done for tile am¬ 
bassador himself, who was his relation by mairiage, when 
he returned from his enihassy ^ Besides, how could he 
lend Ills hand to advance one who was the cieatme of his 
bitterest enemy, the late jirime inimster ? 

Notwithstanding my disa|>|)ointment, still 1 lived m 
hope. Ill the mean while I eoiisiJed myself with the pos¬ 
session ol the money wliieh 1 had buried at my dejiartiire, 
and which 1 had found iinlonehed. 1 pass my (lajs m 
exciting the wonder of my eoimtryinen by the relation of 
my adventures. I am privileged to stand before the ki.ie. 
And who knows.' time, opiiortunity, ami my tongue, will 
not lie wanting to help me m the neeoui]ihshmeut of niy 
wishes, and in tilling up the ineasine of in) ambition. 
And now, giOlle reader, tiajji Balia kisses your feet, seeks 
protection at the skirt of your coat, and hopes that your 
shadow may never be les?. 


u 


o 




